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WUnited States Patent Office.

GILBERT ADOLPHE FREBAULT, OF PARIS, FRANCE.

Letters Patent No. 106,682, dated August 23, 1870.

IMPROVEMENT IN BALLOT-BOXES,

—— e ———————

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GiLBERT ADOLPEE FRE-
BAULT, of Paris, in the Empire of France, have in-
vented an Improved Electoral Box; and I do herely
declare the following to be a true and exact deserip-
tion of the same, reference bLeing had to the accom-
panying illustrative drawings; that is to say—

The systems in use at the present time for record-

ing votes at elections, or for drawing tickets for lot-.

teries and other similar purposes, possess, without ex-
ception, the most serious inconveniences, and have
never succeeded in inspiring the piiblic with confi-
dence. I will not mention the various more pifni-
‘tive methods used in certain countries for this pur-
pose, where the irregulaity and confusion consequent
thereon produce the most injurious effects.

It is with a view of solving this difficult problem,
and of affording every possible guarantee of security
to the publie, that I have invented the ballot-voting
apparatus deseribed in this specification and illustrat-
ed in the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a vertical section,

Tigare 2, a horizontal section. :

Figures 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and &, illustrate .in detail the
differeut parts of the invention hereafter explained.

Figares 9, 10, and 11 represent the methods for ty-
ing up or seciring the box, which may be done in any
convenient manner; according to cirenmstances.

Tigures 12 and 13 are two specimens of a kind of
knitting-kneedle used for receiving the voting papers
during their classification, after the election.

Figure 1415 o longitndinal section through one-of
the tubes that I nse for inclosing the voting: papers
and tiansterring them into the box. .

Figure 15 shows the rod or plunger serving to pro-
pel the voting paper into the box from the tube in
which it is inclosed when the votes are Dbeing counted,

The box, which is rectangular, has on its four sides
thick sheets of glass, a ¢, which may, if desirable, be

-covered by wire-giuze, z, (see Figure 16,) the said
sheet of glass being snpported in grooves . formed in
the wetallie frame b, which constitutes the Lody of
the box.

“The bottom is tormed of a thin rectangular plate,

¢, fixed by solder, rivets, or screws to the four pillars, -

“d,’of the trame D,

At the tithe of voting the cover is closed by a metal
plate, f; tig. 5, having a central hole, g, therein, aid
tour simal; boles, h, at the corners, through which pass
the pillars of the frame b, and is covered, on its four

sides, by a metallic frame, 4, ig. 3, to which any breadsh

of bordér may be given, the interior being either rect-
angualar; oval, ov other shape, and the said rame be-
ing tixed upon the pillars of -the frame b by means of
four knobs, 4, seen in-detail in figs. 6.and 7.~ -

After the election, in orderto completely closa the
central hole g, and, therefore, the entrance to the box,
the metal plate f, fig. 5, is covered’ by another metal
plate, k, without a central hole, fig. 4, whieh is itself
sustained by the frame 4; fixed, as above stated, by
the knobs j. - - '

These knobs 7, shown [in:detail fig. 6, and in sec-
tion fig. 7, are furnished with a smull handle, {1,
through which passes the band or ribbon used. as
hereatter described, for finally securing the box: - This
handle may be of the formn indicated in dotted lines,
or in any other convenient form. The ribbon sur-
rounds the box on its outside, and after the election
the operator will take care to twist the ribbon twice
around thie_box, by covering, to a certain extent, the
first turn by thel second. " He will then place the
seals upon the double ribbon, at the point of its junc-
tion (vee fig. 8) in cross-section.

an is the wax, and n »' the two ends of the hand.
This band or ribbon is, preferably, composed of a wo-
ven fabrie, having a large meshy so that the wax my
penetrate it, and form a perfect seal, and may be col-
ored to Tepresent the colors of the national flag.

When i$ is required that the box should be sealed
during a single day’s election, the kind of sealing
shown in fig. 9, in plan, is used. The metal safety-
plate k; fig. 4, is not put on - the cover, and the rib- -
bun 7, of’ the same colors as the. flags of the nation,
is twisted twiee upon each side, in the form of a cross, .
and knotted at .thie point o. Care must be taken to
place the band a little out of the center, so as to leave
the hole g nncovered, and thus allow the fntroduction
of the voting-tubes r, (see detaily fig. 14.)

" When the election -lasts longer than one day, the
evening after the first day the safety-plate %, tig. 4,
is placed on the bux, and the ribbon n, tig. 10, passed
ovei each face of the bux twice, crossing in the cen-
ter and overlapping, as explained above with refer- -
enee to fig. 8. S -

Iu this case, ag before described, the seals wonld
not be applied till after the election y bug if itis de-
sired that the box should be sealed, even during the

election, it would have the satety-plate applied thereto

after the first day, and the method of sécuring the ap-
paratus shown in tig. 11 wonll be resorted to.  First,
two turns are made with the ribbon at p, at about
one-third-the length of the-box, and the two ends are
then cut, formiing an overlap, as above stated.” Tlie
bands are alsv affixed to thie sides, so as to make the
safety-plate ~ k thoroughly secure. Then a second

bandage, g, is formed, in tlie shape of a cross, at the
seeond third of the length of the box, and is secured
to the fivst upon the side of the box, the overlap be-
ing arranged as in tlie former case, and sealed.

The method of pluciug the seals, and the differeng




circumstances under which they should be so placed,
vary according to custom, or the laws or regulations

of the various localities, and it is for this reason that |-
I do not mention any particular manner of voting er:

counting the votes.
It will be easily understond tlmt each voter, p]ncm«
and hiding, as'it were, his paper in the tube 7, fig. 14,

- and throwing the said tube into the box, the vote is-

perfectly secrét and inviolable, the bandages of the
hox being themselves perfectly secure after the seals
have been deposited upon the ribbons. v
‘The counting and registration of the votes are easily
effected by pushing the voting papers out of the tubes,
by means of the rod s, fig. 15 These voting papers
thus expelled from the tubes are classified one after
the other, upon' the respective needles t 7, fig. 12 or
13. 'I‘hese teedles may carry at their pomts a small
eyelet-hole, «, in which a piece of string may be passed
to receive the votmg papers when drawn from the
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needlec, this string v serving to eollect the votes in-
bundles and carefully preserve them.

The tubes 7, above mentioned, may be formed. of
any suitable material, o they may be replaced by any.
other article capable of mdosmtr and kcepmg a vote
secret. ‘

I claim—

- An electoral box, cousisting of the metallic frame,
with glass sides and top f, with the perforation g and.
a cover, I, so as to be applied to the top and secured
m the manner deseribed, and combined witli the tube

i-and plunger s, substantiallyin the manner described.

In testimony whereof 1have signed my name to this
specificition l)(.ﬂ)lb two subscnbmn‘ witnesses.

G. A. BREBAULT

‘Witnesses: - )
‘. Ordory,
JULES ARMENGAUD.



