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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

OLIVER C. WASHIBURN, OF PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA, ASSIGNOR TO 
THOMAS POTTER, OF SAME PLACE. 

IMPROVEMENT N DRYING OL COTHS AND SIMLAR FABRICS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 10,702, dated January 3, 1871. 

To all chon it may concern: 
Beit known that I, OLIVER C. WASHIBURN, 

of the city and county of Philadelphia, in the 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a new 
and useful Improvement in Drying Oil-Cloths 
and Similar Fabrics; and I do hereby declare 
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription thereof, which will enable others 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use my invention, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawing, which forms 
a part of this specification, and represents my 
apparatus in perspective. 
In the ordinary method of drying oil-cloth, 

after sizing it is either left in the frame on 
which it is stretched while the size is brushed 
on, or spread on an open rack, and it is then 
exposed to the open air or to artificial heat. 
This method occupies considerable time and 
is uncertain, often resulting in an imperfect 
article. If the atmosphere be warm or moist 
the size is decomposed so as to be worthless. 
My invention is designed to remedy these 

defects; and consists in keeping the cloth con 
tinually in motion while exposing it to an ar 
tificial heat, which evaporates the water that 
holds the size in solution. It also consists in 
the apparatus to be described. 
A represents a chamber or steam-closet, the 

walls and doors of which are partly removed 
and broken away to show the steam-pipes B 
B C C, by which it is heated, as well as the 
rollers D, E, F, and G, the last of which is re 
volved by any suitable mechanism. 

In the operation of my improvement, the 
cloth to be dried is passed over the roller D 
and attached to a band or equivalent device 
which passes round the other rollers and is 

fastened to the roller G. The roller G is then 
revolved slowly, so as to impart a very slow 
progressive movement to the cloth, during 
which it is in close proximity to the heating 
pipes, both when passing over the rollers D 
E and under FG, and is kept out of contact 
with the pipes by strips H or other suitable 
0alS. 
I prefer to make the distance from the pair 

of rollers D F to the pair E G about one-half 
the length of the fabric. A cloth ninety feet 
in length, when the distance from the rollers 
D F to the opposite pair is forty-five feet, and 
the motion of the roller D is adjusted so that 
any given point on the cloth will occupy about 
an hour in passing from D to G, will be thor 
oughly dried at the end of that time. By 
this means not only is a great saving of time 
effected and the size preserved from decompo 
sition, but the cloth is rolled up on the roller 
G. perfectly straight and free from Wrinkles. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent of the United 
States, is 

1. The arrangement of heating-pipes and 
rollers, operating as shown and described. 

2. The process of drying oil-cloth and sini 
lar fabrics by exposing them while in con 
tinual motion to artificial heat, substantially 
aS described. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto signed 

my name this 28th day of November, A. D. 
1870. 

OLVER C. WASHIBURN. 
Witnesses: 

JAMES F. HoPE, 
EDW. S. WORRELL. 


