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An advertising apparatus 10 including a generally flat base 12 
and a broad face 14 which forms an acute angle 16 with the 
generally flat base 12. Further, the broad face 14 includes 
several display portions 20, 22, and 18 which, in one non 
limiting embodiment of the invention, are programmable. In 
one non-limiting embodiment, the apparatus may include a 
selectively depressible alarm switch 100. 
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ADVERTISINGAPPARATUS 

0001. This application is a continuation of and claims the 
benefit of pending U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/374, 
743 which was filed on Jan. 10, 2012, which matured into 
U.S. Pat. No. 8,189,129 and which was a continuation of U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 12/803,479 which was filed on 
Jun. 28, 2010 and which matured into U.S. Pat. No. 8,189,121 
which was a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 
12/313,943 which was filed on Nov. 26, 2008 and which 
matured into U.S. Pat. No. 7,768,440 and which was a con 
tinuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 1 1/804,038 
which was filed on May 16, 2007 and which matured into a 
U.S. Pat. No. 7,471,232 and which was a continuation of U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 10/315,678 which was filed on 
Dec. 10, 2002 and which was abandoned. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0002 The present invention generally relates to an adver 
tising apparatus and more particularly, to an apparatus which 
may be removably placed within a commercial establish 
ment, such as but not limited to a sleeping establishment, and 
which includes certain information related to the identity of 
television channels and the identity of other commercial 
establishments. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0003. Many types of apparatuses, such as and without 
limitation a billboard, are used to provide advertisement for 
certain products and services. While these advertisement 
apparatuses do desirably provide advertisement, they suffer 
from some drawbacks. For example and without limitation, 
many of these apparatuses only provide the advertisement 
information and do not provide other information which the 
consumer may feel is more useful, thereby limiting the effec 
tiveness of the these apparatuses as they are regarded as 
having only advertising content and are frequently ignored. 
Further, by way of example and without limitation, the infor 
mation which is respectively contained within or included 
upon many of these apparatuses is not easily modified or 
changed, thereby undesirably increasing the cost associated 
with providing advertisement, and many of these prior appa 
ratuses are not readily and selectively deployable within a 
variety of locations. The present invention addresses these 
drawbacks in a new and novel fashion. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0004. It is a first non-limiting advantage of the present 
invention to provide an advertising apparatus which over 
comes some or all of the disadvantages associated with prior 
advertising apparatuses. 
0005. It is a second non-limiting advantage of the present 
invention to provide an advertising apparatus which over 
comes some or all of the disadvantages associated with prior 
advertising apparatuses and which, by way of example and 
without limitation, provides a plurality of different types of 
information, thereby desirably increasing the overall useful 
ness of the advertising apparatus. 
0006. It is a third non-limiting advantage of the present 
invention to provide an advertising apparatus which over 
comes some or all of the disadvantages associated with prior 
advertising apparatuses and which, by way of example and 
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without limitation, provides information which may be easily 
and programmably changed and modified. 
0007. It is a fourth non-limiting advantage of the present 
invention to provide an advertising apparatus which over 
comes some or all of the disadvantages associated with prior 
advertising apparatuses and which, by way of example and 
without limitation, may be selectively and removably placed 
upon a Surface. 
0008. It is a fifth non-limiting advantage of the present 
invention to provide an apparatus comprising a flat base hav 
ing a certain width and a flat face having a width which is 
substantially similar to the certain width and which forms an 
acute angle with respect to the flat base, wherein the flat face 
includes a first portion having certain information regarding a 
sleeping establishment, a second portion which includes a 
listing of television channels, and a third portion which 
includes information concerning an establishment in close 
proximity to the sleeping establishment. 
0009. It is a sixth non-limiting advantage of the present 
invention to provide an apparatus comprising a flat base por 
tion; a faceportion which forms an acute angle with respect to 
the flat base portion; a television controller which is opera 
tively contained within the face portion; a symbol which is 
representative of a television channel, said symbol being dis 
posed on a certain portion of the face portion; and a Switch 
which is coupled to the television controller and which is 
disposed in close proximity to the symbol and wherein the 
Switch being effective, upon a selective depression, to cause 
the television controller to cause a television to be tuned to the 
television channel. 
0010. It is a seventh non-limiting advantage of the present 
invention to provide an apparatus comprising a flat base por 
tion; a faceportion which forms an acute angle with respect to 
said flat base portion; a television controller which is opera 
tively contained within said face portion; a symbol which is 
representative of a television channel, said symbol being dis 
posed on a certain portion of said face portion; and a Switch 
which is coupled to said television controller and which is 
disposed in close proximity to said symbol and wherein said 
Switch being effective, upon a selective depression, to cause 
said television controller to cause a television to be tuned to 
said television channel. 

0011. These and other features and advantages of the 
present invention will become apparent from a reading of the 
following detailed description of the invention and by refer 
ence to the following drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0012 FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of an advertising 
apparatus which is made in accordance with the teachings of 
the preferred embodiment of the invention; 
0013 FIG. 2 is a side view of the advertising apparatus 
which is shown in FIG. 1; 
0014 FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of an advertising 
apparatus which is made in accordance with the teachings of 
a second embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 

0015 Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown an adver 
tising apparatus 10 which is made in accordance with the 
teachings of the preferred embodiment of the invention. 
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0016. As shown, advertising apparatus 10 comprises a 
member having a flat base portion 12 and a generally flat and 
broad face portion 14 which forms an acute angle 16 with the 
base portion 12. In one non-limiting embodiment of the 
invention, the apparatus 10 is formed from clear plastic mate 
rial, although it should be appreciated that other colors and 
materials may be used to form the apparatus 10. Further, it 
should be appreciated that the apparatus 10 may be formed 
into any desired shape or configuration and that in one non 
limiting embodiment, the width of the portion 14 ranges from 
about six inches and the width of the base 12 ranges from 
about three to about six inches. Other widths may be utilized 
and, in the most preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
width of portion 14 is substantially equal to the width of 
portion 12. 
0017. As is further and best shown in FIG. 1, the apparatus 
10 includes a first informational portion 18 which comprises 
or includes information concerning a sleeping establishment, 
a second informational portion 20 which comprises or 
includes information concerning an eating establishment, or 
another type of commercial establishment in close proximity 
to the sleeping establishment, and a third informational por 
tion 22 comprising or including a listing or identification of 
television channels which may be selectively received by a 
television located in close proximity to the advertising appa 
ratus 10. Hence, in one non-limiting embodiment of the 
invention, the apparatus 10 may be selectively placed near the 
bed of a hotel room and the pertinent information concerning 
that hotel (e.g., room rate and/or address and/or telephone 
number and/or check-out time is listed in the information 
portion 18). Information concerning a local eating establish 
ment (e.g., a pizzeria) is placed in portion 20. Since the 
informational portion 22 includes information concerning 
television channels, (i.e., very useful information) a room 
occupant is likely to utilize the apparatus 10 and, in so utiliz 
ing the apparatus 10, viewing the information portions 18, 20. 
In one non-limiting embodiment of the invention, the appa 
ratus 10 is secured to a tabletop (not shown) by the use of a 
Velcro(R) or other similar type of adhesive member 24 which 
is placed upon the base member 12. Further, in one non 
limiting embodiment of the invention, the information resid 
ing within one or more of the informational areas 18, 20, 22 is 
respectively removable (e.g., is respectively placed upon a 
label, card, or tape which is removably secured to portion 14. 
0018. In one business methodology of the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, rental income is received from 
the establishment that is listed in the informational portion 20, 
thereby allowing the provider of the apparatus 10 to make a 
profit or subsidize the cost of producing the apparatus 10. 
0019 Referring now to FIG. 3, there is shown an adver 
tising apparatus 40 which is made in accordance with the 
teachings of an alternate embodiment of the invention. Par 
ticularly, the advertising apparatus 40 includes a member 41 
comprising or including a generally flat base 42 and a gener 
ally broad flat portion 44 which forms an acute angle 46 with 
the generally flat base 42. In one non-limiting embodiment, 
portions 42, 44 are respectively and Substantially similar to 
portions 12, 14. Within the member 41 is operably contained 
a controller 60 which is operable under stored program con 
trol and a selectively removable battery 62 which is coupled 
to the controller 60 by the use of bus 64. Further, operably 
contained within the member 41 is a radio frequency trans 
ceiver assembly 66 which is operatively coupled to the con 
troller 60 by the use of bus 68. 
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0020. The member 41 further includes a first program 
mable display portion 70 (e.g. a liquid crystal display portion) 
and a second programmable display portion 72. Both display 
portions 70, 72 are coupled to the controller 60 by the use of 
bus 76 and to the battery 62 by the bus 77. The member 41 
further includes an informational portion 80 containing a 
plurality of rows 82 of information. Particularly, each row 82 
of information delineates and identifies a unique television 
channel. Each row of information 82 further includes one 
selectively depressible switch 90 and all of the selectively 
depressible switches 90 are operably coupled to the controller 
60 by the use of bus 92. Further, the member 41 includes, in 
yet another alternate embodiment of the invention, another 
selectively depressible switch 100 which is operably coupled 
to the controller 60 by the use of bus 102 and an annuciator 
104 which is operably coupled to the controller 60 by the use 
of bus 106. 
0021. It should be appreciated that the above described 
electrical components (e.g., controller 60 and transceiver 66) 
may be selectively integrated within a single circuit board in 
a conventional manner. That is, in one non-limiting embodi 
ment of the invention, controller 60, transceiver 66, displays 
70,72, switches 90, 100, annuciator 104, and their respective 
electrical buses may all be integrated or encapsulated into a 
single electrical circuit by a conventional molding process. 
0022. In operation, a depression of a switch90 will cause 
the controller 60 to operate the transceiver 66 in a manner 
which is effective to cause the transceiver 66 to generate a 
signal 108 which will cause a television (not shown) to be 
tuned to the channel which is identified within the row 82 
within which that recently depressed switch 90 resides. 
0023. Further, the controller 60 includes an input/output 
portion 140 (e.g., a keypad) which is effective to cause the 
controller 60 to modify or fix the information resident within 
the information portions 70, 72, thereby allowing the infor 
mation which respectively resides within portions 70, 72 to be 
selectively modifiable or programmable. Further, the selec 
tive depression of switch 100 causes the controller 60 to 
source electrical power, from the battery 62 to the annuciator 
104, effective to cause the annuciator to generate a loud noise 
in the form of an alarm. 
0024 Hence, it should be appreciated that the advertising 
apparatus 40 selectively provides desired information and 
Such displayed information may be easily changed or modi 
fied as desired, and that the apparatus 10 is further adapted to 
selectively provide an alarm. 
0025. It is to be understood that modifications may be 
made as desired without departing from the spirit and the 
Scope of the inventions as are delineated in the following 
claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1) A television controller comprising first portion which 

selectively controls the operation of a television; and a second 
display portion which received advertising information and 
which selectively display said advertising information. 

2) A television controller comprising a first portion which 
selectively controls the operation of a television; a display 
portion which is coupled to said first portions; and a portion 
which dynamically communicates information to said dis 
play portion effective to cause said display portion to display 
said dynamically communicated information. 
3)A device having a signal generating portion which selec 

tively generates a television signal which is effective to tune 
a television to a channel; a Switch; a controller assembly 
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which is coupled to said Switch and to said signal generating 
portion and which, upon a touching of said Switch, causes said 
signal generating portion to generate said television signal; a 
display portion which is coupled to said controller, and 
wherein said controller receives information and causes said 
information to be selectively displayed upon said display 
portion and wherein said information comprises the address 
of a hotel. 

4) The device of claim 3 wherein said information com 
prises the said rate of said hotel. 

5) The device of claim 4 wherein said information com 
prises the identity of a plurality of television channels. 

6) The device of claim 5 wherein said identity of said 
identity of said plurality of television channels and said 
address of said hotel are simultaneously displayed upon said 
display portion. 
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