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3 Claims. 
This invention relates to new and useful im 

provements in a catcher and thrower game de 
vice. 
The invention has for an object the construc 

tion of a device as mentioned which is character 
ized by a funnel-shaped body having a portion 
closing the Small end thereof upon which a ball 
may rest, and an opening in the side wall of said 
body through which one's thumb or fingers may 
be inserted to press the ball against the oppo 
Site Wall of the body so that it may be released 
When desired and thrown from the device. 

Still further the invention proposes an ar 
rangement Whereby the ball may be thrown in 
different Ways, for instance, so as to spin in one 
Or another direction. 
As a further object of this invention it is con 

templated to form the funnel-shaped body with a 
plurality of openings in the sides thereof through 
which one's finger may be engaged to press the 
ball against Openings in the opposed wall and thus 
retard. One Side of the ball as it is thrown to cause 
the Spinning thereof. 

Still further the invention proposes the intro 
duction of protuberances or projections into the 
funnel-shaped body through the walls thereof, at 
Will, SO as to assist in controlling the type of 
thrown ball. 
Another object of the invention is the con 

Struction of a device as described which is sim 
ple and durable and which may be manufactured 
and Sold at a reasonable cost. 

For further comprehension of the invention, 
and of the objects and advantages thereof, refer 
ence Will be had to the following description and 
accompanying drawing, and to the appended 
claims in which the various novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 
In the accompanying drawing forming a mate 

rial part of this disclosure:- 
Fig. 1 is a vertical Sectional view of a catcher 

and thrower game device constructed according 
to this invention. 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view taken on 
the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a view similar to Fig. 2 but illustrat 
ing another embodiment of the invention. 

Fig. 4 is a sectional view similar to Fig. 1 but 
illustrating a still further modified form thereof. 
The catcher and thrower game device, accord 

ing to this invention, comprises a funnel shaped 
body having a portion foa closing the Small end 
thereof upon which a ball, such as the tennis ball 
f f, may rest. The body ( is formed with an 
opening 2 in the side wall thereof through which 

proper positioning of the device. 

(C. 273-96) 
one's finger or thumb, indicated by the dot and 
dash lines 3, may be partially inserted to preSS 
the ball against the opposed wall of the body 
So that the ball may be released. When desired and 
thrown from the device. The portion a con 
tinues into a handle E 6 by which the device may 
be conveniently gripped. 
The device may be used to throw the ball in 

various styles, preferably, with the back over 
hand delivery with the thrower it is possible to 
throw the ball with much greater Speed and in a 
more accurate direction than merely by hand. 
Various rules for the game may be promulgated. 
The device may also be used to catch the ball. 
For this reason the extremity of the funnel 
shaped body is quite large so that the ball, dur 
ing flight, may be caused to engage therein by the 

It requires 
skill to maintain the ball in position when caught, 
to prevent it from bouncing out. This adds to the 
fun of the game. 

In Fig. 3 a modified form of the device has been 
disclosed wherein, in addition to the side open 
ing 2, there are several openings 22, 2b, and 
:20 arranged in opposed pairs around the base of 
the funnel shaped body and of different diameters. 
With this arrangement the ball may be forced 
against any one of the various openings, and be 
cause of the difference in size thereof, partially 
engaging the ball With larger portions engaging 
from the funnel as larger holes are used. Thus, 
When the ball is thrown, one side will be retarded 
an amount depending upon the depth to which it 
is engaged into the opening, and so cause the ball 
to spin or rotate at different rates during flight. 
In Fig. 4 another modified form of the inven 

tion has been disclosed Which is substantially 
identical to the form illustrated in Fig. 1 but 
distinguishes therefrom in the provision of sev 
eral small bodies or protuberances 24, normally 
disposed out of the path of motion of the ball 
Within the body, and adapted to be placed par 
tially Within the path of motion when desired 
to control the type of ball thrown. More particu 
larly, the bodies 24 are fixed upon leaf springs 
5 attached at One of their ends upon the outer 

face of the Wall of the body O. The Small bodies 
24 are in line with small openings 6 through the 
Wall of the body 9 so that whenever desired, 
any one of the Springs 5 may be flexed by finger 
preSSure thereon to cause the Small bodies 24 or 
protuberances to engage through the openings 6 
and into the path of motion of the ball. In the 
latter condition, when the ball is thrown, one side 
of the ball will be retarded which will give the 
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2 2,042,544 
ball a spin in flight. In other respects this form 
of the invention is identical to the previous form. 
and Corresponding partS may be recognized by 
the same reference numerals. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 

ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be 
understood that I do not limit myself to the 
precise construction herein disclosed and the right 
is reserved to all changes and modifications com 
ing within the Scope of the invention as defined 
in the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to Secure by United 
States Letters Patent is:- - 

1. A catcher and thrower game device, com 
prising a Solid Wall funnel-shaped body having a 
portion closing the Small end thereof upon which 
a ball may rest, a ball resting upon said portion, 
and Said body being formed with an opening in 
the side wall thereof through which one's thumb 
Or finger may be partially engaged to engage 
against the Side of Said ball and to press the ball 
against the opposed wall so that it may be re 
leased When desired and thrown from the device. 

2. A catcher and thrower game device, com 
prising a funnel-shaped body having a portion 
closing the Small end thereof upon which a ball 
may rest, and formed With an opening in the side 

wall thereof through which one's thumb or finger 
may be partially engaged to press the ball against 
the opposed Wall so that it may be released when 
desired and thrown from the device, said body 
being formed with Small apertures and Small 
bodies normally disposed outside of the wall of 
said body and movably mounted on the outer 
side of said body and adapted to be moved through 
Said apertures in the wall at will to partially ex 
tend into the path of flight of the ball when 
thrown from the device. 

3. A catcher and thrower game device, com 
prising a funnel-shaped body having a portion 
closing the Small end thereof upon which a ball 
may rest, and formed with an opening in the side 
Wall thereof through which One's thumb or finger 
may be partially engaged to press the ball against 
the opposed wall, so that it may be released when 
desired and thrown from the device, said body 
being formed with Small apertures and Small 
bodies normally disposed Outside of the Wall of 
said body and adapted to be moved through said 
apertures in the Wall at Will to partially extend 
into the path of flight of the ball when thrown 
from the device, said Small bodies being mounted 
On leaf Springs mounted upon the Outer Wall of 
Said body. 

ROBERT H. MCCREA. 
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