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(57) Abstract: A support (1) particularly for providing flower
compositions and the like, comprising a tray (2) for supporting
flower elements and the like. A handle element (10) is detach-
ably associable with the tray (2) and is provided with means
(20) for connection to the tray (2) for the mutual support of the
handle element (10) and of the tray (2), the support further com-
prising, connected to the handle element (10), supporting feet
(30) adapted to keep the tray (2) in a raised position.
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SUPPORT  PARTICULARLY FOR  PROVIDING FLOWER
COMPOSITIONS AND THE LIKE

Technical Field

The present invention relates to a support particularly for providing

flower compositions and the like.
Background Art

As is known, flower compositions are provided normally by using

blocks made of expanded plastic material, which can be pierced by the
stalks of floral items and the like and are retained by the block, which by
being impregnated with water also has the function of maintaining the
freshness of said flowers.

As shown in Italian Utility Model Application No. MI2002U000237,
a handle element is provided which is connected to tabs which protrude
from the tray on which the block of expanded plastic material is normally
arranged.

This kind of solution allows to make the support easy to carry, but if
the flower composition is provided by means of items arranged so that they
also hang out around the block, currently it is necessary to provide a
supporting element so as to keep the tray raised, with the possibility to avoid
damage to the floral items and to improve the overall aesthetic impression.

The need to provide a separate element in most cases is inconvenient
and does not allow quick maneuverability of the assembly.

Disclosure of the Invention

The aim of the present invention is to solve the problems described
above, by providing a support particularly for providing flower
compositions and the like, which can be carried easily and rapidly and at the
same time allows to better enhance the flower composition by keeping it
raised with respect to the supporting surface.

Within this aim, an object of the invention is to provide a support

which is structurally very simple and is capable of harmonizing easily with
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the floral items that provide the composition.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a support which,
by virtue of its particular constructive characteristics, is capable of giving
the greatest assurances of reliability and safety in use.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a support which
can be obtained easily starting from commonly commercially available
elements and materials and is further competitive from a purely economic
standpoint.

This aim and these and other objects, which will become better
apparent hereinafter, are achieved by a support particularly for providing
flower compositions and the like, according to the invention, which
comprises a tray for supporting flower elements and the like, a handle
element being detachably associable with said tray and being provided with
means for connection to said tray for the mutual support of said handle
element and of said tray, characterized in that it comprises, connected to
said handle element, supporting feet adapted to keep said tray in a raised
position.

Brief Description of the Drawings

Further characteristics and advantages will become better apparent
from the following detailed description of a support particularly for
providing flower compositions and the like, illustrated by way of non-
limiting example in the accompanying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of the support according to
the invention,;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the support coupled to a lattice-
frame tray;

Figure 3 is a side view of the support coupled to the tray;

Figure 4 is a schematic view of a flower composition;

Figure 5 is a sectional view of the detail of the connection between

the tray and the handle element;
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Figure 6 is a perspective view of the detail of the means for mutually
connecting the handle element and the tray;

Figure 7 1s a perspective view of the connecting means provided with
a lug;

Figure 8 is a schematic exploded view of a support with partially
open loops;

Figure 9 is a view of the detail of the connecting means provided with
a lug;

Figure 10 is a front view of the connecting means;

Figure 11 is a sectional view of the connecting means.

Ways of carrying out the Invention

With reference to the figures, and particularly to Figures 1 to 7, the
support particularly for providing flower compositions and the like,
generally designated by the reference numeral 1, comprises a tray 2, made of
plastic material, with which it is optionally possible to connect a lattice
frame 3 for containing a block 4 made of expanded plastic material.

A handle element, generally designated by the reference numeral 10,
can be connected detachably to the tray 2 and has an arc-like portion which
is formed by two vertical arms 12 joined by a connecting portion 13 which
allows to divaricate, to a certain extent, the arms 12 so that they can easily
engage trays 2 of different sizes.

Advantageously, the handle element 10 is made of metallic rod, but
obviously it can be obtained by means of any other rigid element capable of
providing the same functionality.

At the free ends of the arms 12 there are means for connection to the
tray 2 which are capable of providing the mutual support of the handle
element and of the tray.

Substantially, the connecting means allow both to connect the tray to

the handle element and to retain the handle element in an upright position.

The connecting means, according to what is shown in Figures 1 to 7,
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are provided with a cross-member 20, which is advantageously welded
transversely to the free end of the arms 12 and can be superimposed on tabs
5, which are formed laterally by the tray 2.

The cross-member is superimposed on the tabs 5 and is connected to
a vertical portion 21, which is connected, by means of a wider portion 22, to
a secondary arm 23, which is arranged under the bottom of the tray 2, thus
obtaining a sort of clamping action, which connects the handle element to
the tray.

A particular aspect is constituted by the fact that supporting feet 30
are connected to the secondary arm 23 and extend downward so as to keep
the tray 2 in the raised position.

Advantageously, the supporting feet end with a folded portion 31,
which prevents the presence of sharp edges in the supporting region.

In order to provide a safe and stable coupling between the handle
element 10 and the tray 2, the handle element 10 has, on the free end of the
arms 12, coupling means constituted by an extension portion 15, which
reaches beyond the cross-member 20 and can be inserted in a retention hole
6 provided in the tab 5.

Since the tab 5 is made of plastic material, it can be flexed elastically
so as to disengage, if required, from the portion 15, consequently
disengaging the handle element.

It is optionally possible to arrange on the tab 5 elastic lugs 35, which
engage against the cross-member 20 so as to prevent its accidental
disengagement by sliding.

It should be specified that coupling can be provided by using
simultaneously the extension portion that engages the hole and the elastic
tabs or optionally by using just one of the two coupling elements.

It is also possible, in order to stabilize the coupling of the handle
element to the tray, to use ties which join the handle element to the lattice

frame.
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According to what is shown in Figures 8 to 11, the connecting means

have a partially-open slot 40, which is welded at the ends of the arms, again

designated by the reference numeral 12, of the handle element 10.

The partially-open slot 40 has an upper portion 41, which overlaps
the tab 5, and lower portions 42, which are arranged below the tab 5 and end
with supporting feet, again designated by the reference numeral 30, the free
end of which is provided with a folded portion 31 as in the previously
described case.

In order to stabilize the coupling, it is possible to use the same means
described earlier, and in particular the elastic lugs 35 arranged on the tabs
that engage the upper portion 41 are used.

From what has been described above, it is therefore evident that the
invention achieves the proposed aim and objects, and in particular the fact is
stressed that a solution is provided in which the handle element that allows
to move easily the support of the flower composition is already provided
with supporting feet which allow to keep the tray in the raised position.

In practice, the materials employed, so long as they are compatible
with specific use, as well as the contingent shapes and dimensions, may be

any according to the requirements.
The disclosures in Italian Patent Application No. MI2004A002150
from which this application claims priority are incorporated herein by

reference.
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CLAIMS

1. A support particularly for providing flower compositions and the
like, comprising a tray for supporting flower elements and the like, said tray
being detachably associable with a handle element with means for
connection to said tray for the mutual support of said handle element and of
said tray, characterized in that it comprises, connected to said handle
element, supporting feet adapted to keep said tray in a raised position.

2. The support according to claim 1, characterized in that said handle
element has an arc-like portion formed by two vertical arms which are
joined by a connecting portion and can be divaricated elastically, said
connecting means being provided at the free end of said vertical arms.

3. The support according to the preceding claims, characterized in
that said connecting means have a cross-member which is rigidly associated
transversely with the free end of each one of said arms and can be
superimposed on tabs formed laterally by said tray, said cross-member being
connected to a vertical portion, which in turn is connected to a secondary
arm which can be arranged under the bottom of said tray.

4. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said secondary arm is connected to said vertical portion
by way of the interposition of a wider portion.

5. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said supporting feet are connected to said secondary
arm.

6. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that it comprises a folded portion which is arranged at the
end of said supporting feet.

7. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said connecting means are formed monolithically by
means of a metallic rod.

8. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
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characterized in that it comprises means for mutually coupling said handle
element and said tray in order to stabilize the detachable coupling between
said handle element and said tray.

9. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said coupling means comprise an extension portion of
said vertical arms which reaches beyond said cross-member and can be

inserted detachably in a retention hole provided in said tab.

10. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said coupling means comprise elastic lugs, which are
formed by said tab and are suitable to engage against said cross-member in
order to prevent accidental disengagement by sliding.

11. The support according to one or more of the preceding claims,
characterized in that said connecting means comprise a partially-open slot,
which is rigidly associated at the free end of said vertical arms, said
partially-open slot having an upper portion which can be superimposed on
said tab and is connected to lower portions which can be arranged below
said tab and end with said supporting feet.
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