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To oll whom it may concern:

“"Be it known that k, Brick G. SAMPSON a resident of
Jamestown in the county of Chautauqua and State of
" New York, have invented anew and useful Improve-
5 ‘ment:in Filing-Cases; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to bea full, clear, and exact deseription th‘ereof
This invention relates to filing cases and wmore espe:
cwhv to a'drawer or base and foﬂower therefor.
The object of the invention is to provxde a filing base
16 and follower formed of sheet steel and so constructed
that it is cheap to manufacture, and so that the follower

can be readily adjusted and easily removed.

In theé accompanying drawing Figure 1 is a'perspec-"

tive view of a portion of a filing drawer or base, showing

‘ 15 the improved ‘follower; Fig. 2 is & cross section on the.
line 2—2, Fig. 3; Fig. 3 is a. longltudmal vertical seg-
tion on the line 3-—3, Fig. 2; Fig: 4 is a perspective view.

of the locking lever; and Fig. 5 is a vertical. tmusverse

section showing'a modlﬁcatmn

" The 1mproved follower can be apphed toa ﬁle base of

. any desired. character, the drawing showing a portion of
a drawer which forms a file base; this having the bottom
1and sides 2, the ends not bemg shown. .~ The bottom of

“the drawer or other base is provided with suitable un- |

25 dercut guides or ways, which may be either in the form
“of a separate strip or plate 3, arranged centrally of the

. base or drawer and guitably secured as by rivets4 to an

upwardly préssed portion & of the drawer bottom, the

- edges 6 of said strip being free to provide an engagement
8¢ for the follower; or the said undercut guides or ways
_ may be formed by the overhanging edges 7 of a groove 8
formed in the bottom of the drawer or other base, said
groove being formed by pressing the metal of the bot-

tom as indicated in Fig. 5. The drawer shown in Fig. 5
has practically a flat bottom, except for the undercut .

35.
- groove & at its center, and smaller grooves 9 at its sides,
while the bottom of the drawer shown in the other fig-
ures has a bottom pressed ilpwardly at.the center, as at
5, to receive the guide strip 3 and having other up-
wardly projecting portions 10 towards the sides of the

drawer so as to form a support for the follower.
The drawer described is made entirely of sheet metal,
but the follower may be applied to a drawer cther than
" sheet metal, even a wooden drawer, provided the same
5 has at its bottom the undércut guides sich as formed
" by the edges 6'of the strip 3 or the overhanging edges 7

"~ of the groove 8. -

. The follower is made of resﬂlent sheet metal, such as
" steel, and has the horizontal portion or foot 11 which
50
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- lower board 12 for supporting and clamping the cards,
letters or other matter to be filed away.
¢ The foot, 11 is provided with a suitable toe piece 14

fm' engagmv one of the undercut guides or Wayﬂ suchi |

_stop 21 is 1ormed'by punching a tongue out of the fol-

Tests-upon the base, and the upwardly inclined fol- | this, however, it is merely necessary to push on the top

‘a8'by projecting underneath one of the jree edges 6 of 55

the strip 3 or overhanging edge 7 of the groove 8. This ™~
toe piece preferably is formed by punching & tongue

'.out of the foot 11 of the follower and bending said

tongue downwardly, as shown in Fig. 3. Codperating "
with this toe piece and also acting as the locking mem-" g

"ber for the follower, is'a toe 15 on the lower end of the-
" | locking - lever 16.

Preferably }this locking lever ig
formed of a piece of sheet steel bent to the shape shown

.in the drawings and projecting 16osely down through

an opening 17 in the foot.11 of the follower, so that said ‘g5
levep can be taken out without rémovibg the pintles
or other hinge parts. A fulerum for the lever is pro-
vided, by pushing one edgé of the metal adjacent to

:the opening 17 upwardly to fofm a shoulder 18 against
which the back of ‘the lever resis when the latter. is ,0
‘Jocked, so that the lever is fulerumed on said shoulder

A’lug for-holding the lever in its locking position is

shown at 20; this bemg formed by punching up a por-

tion of the metal of the follower board 12. A lever

w .

lower board 12 and turning the same at nght anglea to
said board as shown.’

In use, the- follower’ rests upon the bottom of t.)e
drawer or base with its toe piece 14 Dm]ectmc under-".

neath one of the free edges of the undercuat guide cr 89

-way, while the toe 15:of the lever 18 projects under-

neath the other free-edge of said guide or.way, and said

lever is held by the lug 20 in locking position, that is,

to clamp its toe 15 tightly against the free edge of the
guide or way, thus locking the follower in posmon To 85,
release the follower it is merely necessary to pull back-

‘wardly shghtly on the upper end of the lever 16, such’

as on the finger piece 23, or preferably, mierely push .
forwardly on the upper edge of the follower board 12.. -
Inasmuch s the lever and the follower are made of re- $0.
silient metal, either of these movements will disengage
the lever from the lug 20 when said lever will move
over toward the left, viewing Fig. 2, to the dotted line .
position 24, corning to rest against the stop 21." In this
position the toe 15 has released its grip on the'irec edge
of the guide or way, and the féllowe; can be moved back
and forth as desied. 7To again lock the same in posi-
tion, it is-merely necessary to pushte lever over to-
ward the nght or to the fll hne position shown.in
Fig. 2.

. Inasmuch as the drawer or other base is usually pro-

© 180

_vided with end pieces, the follower cannot be'removed

by merely moving@he same endwise. To provide for

edge of the follower board 12 and pull back on the up- 185
per end of the lever 18 until the lever passes the stop

lug 21 when snid lever can be moved over pracmcally

to horizontsi y e men, a8 sbor’» by & otred lines 25, Fig.
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2, when its end 15 can be lifted out of the opening 17.

This entirely releases the follower, and by swinging it~

diagonally the toe piece 14 can be drawn from under
the free edge of the guide or way and the follower re-
moved.

The follower described is very simple and cheap to
manufacture, has no parts which can break or become
displaced, and is readily adjustable or even removable
from the drawer or base.

What I claim is:

1. A filing base provided with undercut guides. or

ways, a follower composed of resilient metal having a
horizontal foot and an upwardly projecting follower board,
a toe piece on the follower arranged to engage one of thie
undercut guides or ways, and a locking lever mounted on
the follower and having a toe arranged to engage the othef
of the undercut guides or ways.
2. A filing base provided with undercut guides or ways;
a follower composed of resilient metal having a horizontal
foot and an upwardly projecting - follower board, a toe
piece on the follower arranged to engage one of the under-
cut guides or ways, a locking lever mounted on the fol-
lower and having a toe arranged to engage:the other
undercut way ‘or guide, and a lug on the follower Dboard
arranged to be engaged by the lever and to hold the latter
in locking position.

3. A filing base provided with undereut guides or ways,
a follower having a horizontal foot provided with an
opening therethrough and also having an upwardly pro-
jecting follower board, a toe piece on the follower arranged

to engage ond of the undercut guides or ways, and a lock-.

ing lever projecting through the opening in the foot of
the follower and provided with a toe for engaging the
other undercut guide or way.

4. A filing base provided with undercut guides or ways,
a follower having an upwardly inclined follower board
and a horizontal foot, the latter being provided with an

"opening therethrough and with a shoulder at one side of

said opening, a toe piece on the follower arranged to en-
gage one of the undercut guides or ways, and a locking
lever projecting through the opening in the follower foot
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and arranged to fulerum on the shoulder and having a toe
for engaging the other undercut guide or way.

5. A filing base provided with undercut guides or ways,
a follower having a horizontal foot and an upwardly pro-
jecting follower board, a toe piece on the follower arranged
to engage one of the undercut guides or ways, a locking

lever mounted on'the follower and having a toe arranged»

to engage the other undercut guide 'or way, and a "lockihg
lug and a stop lug for the lever formed on the follower
boald ’
6. A filing base prov1ded with undercut giides or ways,
a- follower composed of resilient metal and having a hori-
zontal foot and an upwardly projecting follower board,
said foot being provided with an opening _and having a
tongue punched out-and bent downwardly to form a toe
piece for engaging one of the undercut guides or ways, a
lever mounted on the follower and having a toe arranged
to engage the other of the undercut guides or ways, and a
locking lug pressed out of the metal of the follower board
and arranged to engage the lever. i
7. A metallic follower for filing cases, provided with a
horizontal foot and an upwardly -inclined follower board,
said foot having a tongue punched out of the same and
bent downwardly and also provided with an opening and
having the metal at one edge of the opening pressed up-
wardly, and a locking lever projecting through the open-
ing in the follower foot and arranged to fulerum against
the shoulder thereon and havmg a toe arranged oppositely
to the toe on the follower foot..

45

50

55

60

86

70

8. A follower for filing cases composed of resment metal -

and having a horizontal foot and upwardly inclined fol-
lower board, a toe piece punched out of 'the .metal of the
foot and bent downwardly, said foot also being provided
with an opening and having a shoulder at one edge of the
opening, a lever projecting through said opening and pro-
vided at its lower end with a toe piece, and a locking hig
and a stop lug on the follower board formed by punching
out the metal thereof.

In testimony whereof, I the said ERiCK G. SAMPSON
have hereunto set my hand. )
’ ERICK G. SAMPSON.
Witnesses :

E. EKEDAHL, .
LINCOLN M. STEARNS.
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