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(CL265—20) LClaim? 
Thisinventionrelatesto agolf practiceappa? 

ratus of that known type which comprises a 
hOrizontalrotatable Shaft carrying one or more 
radiallyextendingarms,eachhavingabalshaped 
endthat Simulatesagolf balandisadapted to 
be Struck with the golf club of the golferina 
manner Simiar t0thatin Which a regulargolf 
balisstruck when playinggolf? 
The Shaft is carriedina suitablesupporting 

frame,andone object of theinventionisto pro 
Vide S8id frame With an Upper Surface Which 
WillyieldSOmewhatifthegolferaccidentystrikes 
it,thus Simulating?Very closely the reaction a 
golfer eXperiences if he strikes the turf on a 
golf CourSe when Swingingat the bal. 
Afurther object of theinyentionisto provide 

agolf praCtice device of thistype with a novel 
ballelement Which is madein one piece oflight 
tough rubber and is Constructed to provide a 
balelement which will have substantialy the 
Same feel When Struckasagolf ballonthegolf 
COurSe?The apparatus herein shown?is also 
DrOVided with Suitableregistering meanstoreg 
iSter the force with which the balelement is 
Struck,therebygivinganindicationtothegolfer 
asto how well-delivered eachstrokeis? 
In Order t0give an understanding of thein 

Vention,I haveillustratedinthe drawingsase 
lected embodiment thereof whichwinow bede 
SCribed after which the novel features wilbe 
pointed Out in the appended claim, 
In the draWings: 
Fig,1isatop plan View of agolf practice de 

ViCeembodying myinvention? ? 
Fig?2iSaSide View Witha portion broken out.3 
Fig.3iSaSection on the line3?3,Fig.1? 
?ig.4 isa View of the ballelement? 
Fig?5 is a Section on the line5?5,Fig.4? 
My apparatUS Comprises a supporting frame 

inthe form of an elongated box-like member1 
Whichisconstructed with thetwosides2and3 
andthe two ends4and5and whichisopenat 
thetopfromtheend5weltowardtheotherend, 

Extending transversey across the box-like 
Supportingframeisatransverseshaft6thatis 
journaledin bearingST carried bythesidewals 
2 and3? 
Mounted onthe shaft 6isa,ballelementindi 

Catedgeneralyat8?This balelementisauni 
tary One-piece element comprisinga hub portion 
9 thatisfast onthe shaft 6and twooppositely 
diSp0Sed radialy extendingarms 10,each ter? 
minatingina bal portion11?The ballelement 
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8 is preferably made of1ight,tough rubberand? 
Imay be molded as a single Unitary element in 55 

Which the hub 9,arras 10 and balls f allform 
integralparts of the Completestructure? 
Extendinglongitudinaly of the box-like SUp 

borting frame 1at the Upper side thereof is a 
piece of 1eather 12 which hasa width slighty 
less than the tranSVerse dimension of the open? 
ingin the tOp Of Said frameand WhichisSUp 
ported atits ends only andis provided with a 
Slot f3 throUgh Which thearms fg project asthe 
Shaft6rotateS?One end 16Gf thisleather mem? 
ber 12 is made fast t0 a bar f4 Which extends 
8CrOSS the box-like member at one end of the 
Openingin the top thereof andis SUpported by 
the Sides 2 and,3,Said end 16 of the leather 
?1ember beingattachedtothe barinany Suitable 
Way,as by means0f SCreWS 15, 
The other end?1T of the leather member 12 

extends oyer the Upper edge of theend5 of the 
bOXandisseCured to Said endin SOme Suitable 
Way,As herein shOWn,Saidedge 11is clamped 
against the outside of the box end5 by means 
of a clamping bar 18,the latter being held in? 
its clamping relation by means of Clamping 
SCreWS 19 Which extendthroUghthe bar f8and 
SCreWintoanangleironanchoringmember2910 
Cated ontheinside ofthe boxend5? 
?The leather 12 is thus Suspended at itsends 
Only and is UnSUpp0rted at any point between 
itSends?Thetop of the box-like frame betWeen 
thecross bar f4 andtheleft-handend of the 
frame(Figs.1 and2)is closed bya Covermem? 
berindicated at 3T? 
The ball element 8 is S0 made that whenthe 

armsarein theirVerticalposition,shownin Fig. 
2,the balf1at the Upperend ofthearmwillbe 
Situated aboyethe leather member 12the con 
VentionaldistanCecorrespondingtothat provided 
by an ordinary T? 
In USingthe device,the golfer standsalong 

Side of the box member 1 andswingsatthe bal 
ffin the Samewaythat he wouldatagolf bal1 
Onthegolf Course?Whenthe ballisstruck,the 
ballelement andthe shaft Wil begivenarapid 
rotativemovement,thespeedofrotationdepend 
ingSOmewhatupon the efectivenessofthe blow? 
The Complete apparatus comprisesaregister? 

ing Orindicating device connected to the shaft 
6 and Which operatesto register thenumber of 
timeSWhichtheshaftisrotated whenthe bai1f1 
isstruck? · 

This registering device comprisesanindicat 
ing pointer 21fast on the upper end ofaverti 
CalShaft 22 thatis journaledatits1ower end 
inSuitablebearings23situatedwithintheframe 
and the upper end of which projects through 



2 
and·slightly aboVe the COVer member 3T??x? 
tending across the top of the frame isa bar36 
through Which the Upper end of the Shaft 22 
extends and Which proVides a bearing for SUCh 
Upper end?Stationarily mounted on the bar36 
is a,graduated dial24and the pointer 21 is sit 
uated Close to the dialand moVes OVer the face 
thereofasthe shaft 22 istUrned? 
The Vertical Shaft 22 has a,Worm gear 25 

thereOnWhich mesheSWithaWorm26onashaft 
2Textendinglongitudinaly of the box-like ele 
mentandjournaledinsuitable bearings28?The 
Shaft27 hasaWormgear29thereonWhichmesh 
es With andis driven by a Worm30 fast on the 
Shaft 6? · · 

10 

The rotation of the shaft 6 Will,therefore, 
be tranSmitted to the verticalshaft 22 and thus 
t0the indiCating pointer 21? whe?éeméöfisstruckbyagof 
Club,the force of the bloW Will Set the ball 
member 8 andtheshaft6inrapidrotationand 
the Shaft WillContinueinrotation Untilthe mo 
mentum of the Spinning element 8 has been 
expended?If the blow of thegolf club is?Well 
delivered andthe ball1fis sqUarelystruck,the 
Spinning element 8 WillaCQUire a greater mo 
mentum thanif the ballis“topped”or“sliced.” 
COnSequently the p0inter 2f Wil be moved a 
greater distance over the dial24Whenthe ball 
iS-SQUarely StrUCk than When the ball?is topped 
or Sliced?By noting”the extent to Which the 
p0inter2f is movedasareSUlt of anystroke,the 
gOlfer Can determine Whether the Stroke Was 
properly made OrWaSafaultystroke? 

If deSired,the dial?24 may be graduated in 
terms which willrepresentatheoretica1distance 
WhichthegolfballwoUld be driven byanystroke? 
The USe of the leather element f2 to simUlate 

the SUrface of agolf Course is of considerable 
advantage becaUSeifinPracticinghisstrokes,the 
golferaCCidentlystrikes the leathermember 12, 
the latter willyield Somewhat and wil produce 
areaCtion quite Similar t0that Which the golfer 
reCeiVes When he Strikes the turf in makinga 
swing? · · + 

I haye aboyereferred to the fact that thebal 
element8isanintegralone-piece element made 
of tOUgh,light rubber molded to shape,Each 
arm 10 has a Cruciform shape in Cross section, 
eaCharm10 presenting thetwo sideribs32,the 
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front rib 33 and the rearrib 34?The ballend 
11 of each arm hasapproximatelythe Same di 
ameterasthe hub 9,as clearly Seen in Fig.4, 
and the rear rib 34 of each arm,Which is on 
the Side of thearmand the ball opposite t0that 
On Which the balis Struck,extendsfrom the bal 
to the hub,andthe Outer face of theribistan 
gentialto both the ballandthe hub,asals0clear 
ly shownin Fig.4?The rib33on the front of 
eaCharmisshOWn as of leSSer width?The pur 
DOSe of providingaWider orthickerrib34 on the 
rear side of each arm isto re-inforce the arm 
S0 that it Wil Withstand better the blow of the 

’golf club withouttoogreatayielding movement? 
15 ,Aspinningelement 8 having this construction 

iS.Welladapted t0take any punishment to Which 
it may be Subjected bythe blows of thegolf club, 
andat theSame time,it proVides a ballelement 
which,whenstruck,producesinthegoifer much 
thesamereactionasthereceives when hestrikes 
agOlf balon thegolf C0UrSe? 

AgOlf praCtice deVice COmprisinganelongated 
box-like SUpportingframe openat the top from 
One end Well toward the other end,said other 
end Of theframe being cioSedat the top beyond 
Said Opening,a,Strip of leather of slightly less 
widththanthetransyersedmensionoftheopen 
ingin the top of Said frame extendingfrom one 
end tothe Other of Said Opening,meanssecuring 
the ends Ofthe strip of leather to the frameat 
the endS of the Opening only,Said strip having 
a Slot and being UnSUpported alongitssidesbe 
tweenitS ends and thus beingsuspendedfrom 
itS ends Only,a rotary shaft extending across 
theframe beneaththe slotandjournaledinthe 
frameSide walls,a Unitary ballelement of rubber 
mounted On Said Shaft and having two oppo 
Sitely diSpOSed radial arms each having a,bal 
Shapedend,averticalshaftsituatedattheclosed 
end Ofthe frame andextendingslightlythrough 
the top thereof,a graduated dial stationariy 
Carried by Said frame closely adjacent thetop 
thereof,Said Shaft extendingthrough said dial, 
apointerSeCuredtoSaidverticalshaftandadapt 
ed to Operate over Said dial,and a driving con 
DeCtion betweenSaidverticalshaftandsaidfirst 
namedShaft, - 
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