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UNITED STATES

'PA’E‘ENT OFFICE.

STEPHEN A. NOLEN, OF SEARCY, ARKANSAS.

BRIDLE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No., 235,643, dated December 21, 1880,
_Application filed November 1, 1880. (No model.) ‘

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, StEpHEN A. NOLEN,
of Searcy, in the county of White and State
of Arkansas, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Bridles, of -which the
following is a specification.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in the connections used to unite the
bands or straps of the bridle together and to
the bit, whereby nearly all stitching of said
bands is dispensed with, and thus leather is
saved as well as some of the labor formerly
required in constructing a complete bridle.

Heretofore the ends of the brow-band of
bridles have generally been looped to receive
the head-band. The nose-band has also been
looped at each end, or riveted to clips pro-
vided with slits to connect it to the cheek-
straps, and the lower end of the cheek-straps
have also been looped around the rings of the
bit or through a series of rectangular open-
ings at the upper end of said bit. The latter
has sometimes been made with two bit-bars to
prevent a horse from holding the bit between
his teeth. The ends of single-bar bits have
also been made to clasp rings on each side of
the animal’s mouth, and these rings have been
made with stationary buckles to retain the
reins.

The object of my invention is an improve-
ment upon the above-mentioned bridles, it be-
ing to unite the nose and brow band to the
cheek and head strap by means of flat metal-
lic disks and rivets, and to provide a double-
bar curb-bit with buckles connected to its up-
ver and lower end by metallic straps pivoted
to said bit.

The invention will first be deseribed in con-
nection with the drawings, and then pointed
out in the claims. .

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents, in per-
spective, @ bridle having my improvements.
Fig. 2 represents, in perspective, the fasten-
ing for the brow-band and rosette. Tig. 3
represents, in perspective, the fastening for
the nose-band. Fig. 4 represents a perspective
view of the bit.

In said drawings, A represents the head-
band. It has its two ends split to form two

short straps, the strap «, to be connected with
the cheek-straps B by means of the buckles b,
and the straps ¢, to be united with the throat-
latch.

To connect the brow-hand D with the head-
band the metal disks C are used. The brow-
band being riveted thereto at d, adjoining their
edge, forms at each end, between it and the
disks C,an opening for the passage of the head-
band. The disks C, taking the place of ordi-
nary rosettes, are thus securely united to the
bridle.

To conuect the nose-band B with the cheek-
straps, there is riveted to each end of the
former, at e, a metal disk, I, which is secured
to the cheek-straps by means of two rivets, f.
The rear portion of the nose-band is, in the
drawings, represented by a chain, I, secured
at each end to said disks, and a halter-chain,
G, is connected to the wmiddle link of the chain
E/ by a strap-hook, ¢; but it is evident that
the rear portion of the nose-strap may be made
of leather and riveted to the disk I in the
same manner as the front portion, or be an ex-
tension of the same nose-strap.

The connecting-plates Cand I are preferably
made cireular; but they may have any other
suitable form that may be determined upon.

The bit of this bridle is of peculiar construc-
tion. It is made of two side bars, preferably
of plate-metal, forming the curb, united by
two bit-bars, & and ¥/, riveted thereto. The
lower bar is straight, and the upper one is
bent upward in the middle at 22 To each end
of the side bars is secured abuckle, ¢, by means
of a metallic strap, j, passing around its mid-
dle or tongue bar and clasping the end of the
side bars of the bit. A rivet, k, passing through
the ends of said metal strap and through the
end of the side bars, H, connects them perma-
nently, although each buckle is free to be
moved up and down around said rivet and
sidewise around its middle or tongue bar. The
upper pair of buckles, 7, are to retain the bit
connected to the lower end of the cheek-strap,
while the lower pair are to receive the ends of
the reins L without requiring the latter to be
looped.

In a bridle constructed as -above described

5o

55

60

65

70

75

8o

85

90

95



2 235,643

there is a saving of about eighteen inches in
the length of leather straps used over ordi-
nary bridles.

The curb-chain M is attached to the side bars
of the curb-bit in the nsual manner. ,

Having now fully described my invention, I
claim—

1. In abridle, the brow-band D, having each
end provided with a metal disk, to which it is
riveted at two points to form a loop having its
inner side formed by said band and its outer
side by said disk, in combination with the
head-band passing through the loop thus con-
structed, and substantially as specified.

2. The nose-band E, in combination with
the metal disks F, secured thereto by rivets e,
with the cheek-straps B, attached to the disk
by rivets f f passing through said disks above

and under the nose-band, substantially as de-

scribed.

3. In combination with the cheek-straps of
a bridle construeted substantially as specified,
the bit composed of the side bars, H, a straight
bit-bar, and a bent bit-bar riveted to the side
bars, provided with the buckles 4, and metal
straps j riveted to said side bars, substantially
as and for the purpose described.

4. In a bridle-bit, the combination of side
bars, H, a straight bit-bar, and a bent bit-bar
immovably secured to said. side bars, pro-
vided with buckles 4, and metal straps j pass-
ing around the middle or tongue bar of said
buckle and permanently riveted to the side
bars of the bit, substantially as and for the
purpose described.

STEPHEN A. NOLEN.

Witnesses:
R. W. JONES,
W. A. B. JONES.
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