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To all whom it may concern: . 
Be it known that I, DANIEL B. WESSON, 

of Springfield, in the State of Massachusetts, 
have invented a new and useful Improve 
ment in Revolver Fire-Arms; and that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, making a part of this 
specification, and to the letters of reference 
marked thereon. - 

My invention relates to that class of re 
volver fire - arms having a central ejector 
stem operating through the cylinder; and it 
consists in a rocking lifter-catch, secured in 
a recess by a spring, and operating, in com 
bination with a lifter, to control the move 
ment of the ejector, as will be more fully here 
inafter described. 

Figure I is a side view of a revolver hav 
ing my invention applied, with a part of the 
lower portion of the frame broken away to 
show the construction. Fig. II is a plan view 
of the lower side of the arm. Fig. III is a 
section through the lower forward part of 
the frame; and Fig. IV is a plan view of the 
lower side of the lifter-catch spring. w 
In the drawings, A represents the frame 

of an ordinary revolving fire-arm of this 
class, in the forward part of which the lifter 
I is pivoted to rotate freely, which is pro 
vided with the ordinary teeth, to engage with. 
projections upon the ejector-stem, but which 
are not required to be shown in the drawing. 
The lifter I is also provided with the recess 
n, to engage with a catch or projection made 
upon the forward end of the lifter-catch, in 
the ordinary manner. The latter, however, 
I make with the usual projection at the for 
Ward end, but with its upper.side a made on a 
curve, or in such manner as to rock against 
the upper side of the recess B, made in the 
frame; and in the lower side of the catch I 
make a small recess, e. 
The spring D is made sufficiently elastic, 

and has a slot, F, made therein, having a 
small bar, h, across its free end, and when 
the catch O is placed in the recess B the 
spring is secured to the lower side of the 
frame, or in a recess made therein, by a screw, 
E, with the parth of the spring bearing up 
against the catch C, and with the part c of 
the latter protruding through the slotF, made 
in the spring. 

The operation of my invention is as foll 
lows: When the barrel is unlatched from the 
frame at the top, and tilted down to throw 
out the shells, the lifter revolves upon its 
pivot until the part s, beneath the barrel, 
strikes against the end of the catch C, be 
tween it and the lifter I, and forces the catch 
out of the recess n, and the ejector quickly 
moves back into place, being actuated by the 
ordinary spring, the catch C rocking against 
the upper side of the recess B. 

If it is desired to prevent the ejector from 
being forced out, when the barrel is tilted, 
the finger is pressed up against the protrud 
ing part e, and the catch is rocked, as before, 
the spring D quickly forcing it back to place, 
as soon as the pressure of the finger is re 
moved. 

In practice, I may prefer to make the spring 
D as an elongated part of the trigger-plate 
H, so that when said plate is inserted in place, 
the whole will be secured by one screw. 

It is evident that the upper part of the 
lifter-catch may be formed by two straight 
parts meeting at an angle, as shown by dot 
ted lines in Fig. III, without departing in 
the least from the principle of construction; 
and it is also evident that either the curved 
or angular form above described may be 
given to the upper part of the recess B, and 
the upper part of the catch be made straight, 
so that the same rocking movement of the 
catch Would result. 
One great advantage of this construction 

is, that whenever the shells become hard to 
eject from the chambers from any cause, the 
whole power applied to eject the shells is 
brought to bear directly against the end of 
the catch, and that in turn is forced endwise 
against the frame, the whole rear end of the 
catch having a firm bearing against the frame 
in the operation, which renders the catch much 
less liable to disarrangement and breakage, 
and very strong and effective in its action. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new is 
The combination of the rocking lifter-catch, 

spring, and lifter, all constructed and operat 
ing substantially as herein described. 

DANIEL B. WESSON. 
Witnesses: 

T. A. CURTIs, 
G. H. BLANDON.   


