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PORTABLE TELESCOPING GYMNASIUM
. SEAT UNITS
Raymond J. Murphy, Affton, Mo., assignor, by mesne
assigniments, to Medart Lockers, Inec., a corporation
Filed Dec. 19, 1958, Ser. No. 781,759
8 Claims, (Cl. 20—1.126)

This invention relates in general to certain new and
useful improvements in gymnasium equipment and, more
particularly, to a portable telescoping gym seat unit.

It has become a common practice in school gymnasi-
ums and similar auditoriums to install so-called wall-type
telescoping bleachers or seating structures. These seat-
ing structures ordinarily conmsist of a plurality of steel
frames which nest one within the other and carry seat
boards and foot boards in suitably spaced relation to
provide a tier of bleacher-like seats. The rear frame
is ordinarily bolted to the gymnasium wall while the re-
maining tiers are shiftable inwardly and outwardly rela-
tive to the rear frame when the seating structure is shifted
to and from open and closed position. However, be-
cause of space requirements or other architectural con-
ditions within the gymnasium or auditorium, it is not
always possible to install the wall-type seating structures
with the result that in order to accommodate spectators
within the gymnasium, it is necessary to employ portable
or movable seating structures, which can be moved from
a storage area to a spectator area and set up when needed.
Furthermore, even where the wall-type seating structures
are installed along one or more walls of the gymnasium
or auditorium, it sometimes happens that the wall-type
seating structures do not provide adequate accommoda-
tions for the number of spectators anticipated at a par-
ticular event. In such situations, portable or movable
seating structures are often employed for purposes of
providing the necessary additional seating space.

These portable seating structures must, of course, be
made quite strong in order to support the total weight of
the number of persons who will be seated thereon and
also to withstand the live loads resulting from movement
of the persons. As a result, these portable seating struc-
tures are frequently constructed with a steel underfram-
ing and are, therefore, quite heavy. Consequently, it is
customary to utilize various types of lift trucks for pur-
poses of transporting the portable seating structures from
the storage area to the spectator area and vice-versa.
Since a plurality of these portable seating structures are
usually set up in the spectator area in side-by-side rela-
tionship, it is necessary to carefully maneuver the lift
truck into position under the seating structure, transport
the seating structure to the spectator area, and thereafter
maneuver the seating structure into its proper position on
the gymnasium floor. Aside from the fact that this
procedure is rather laborious and time-consuming, it
usually requires that the institution purchase and maintain
a lift truck and provide a trained workman for operating
the lift truck.

It is, therefore, a primary object of the present inven-
tion to provide a portable telescoping gym seat which
can be conveniently and compactly stored remote from
the spectator area, but at the same time can be quickly
and easily maneuvered to the spectator area and set up
without the use of lift trucks, dollies, or similar auxiliary
moving devices.

It is also an object of the present invention to provide
a seating structure of the type stated which is integrally
provided with a hydraulic lifting mechanism which per-
mits the seating structures to be elevated onto casters
and moved to or from a storage area in a rapid and
efficient manner.
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It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a portable gym seat of the type stated in which the
hydraulic mechanism is free of fluid lines, thereby reduc-
ing the possibility of leakage of hydraulic fluid onto the
gymnasium floor and also assuring relatively trouble-free
operation of the mechanism.

It is another object of the present invention fo pro-
vide a portable gym seat of the type stated which, in its
opened position, affords a completely integrated rigid
structure which is firmly supported on the floor so that
the seating structure is capable of supporting a large
number of spectators.

It is an additional object of the present invention to
provide a portable gym seat of the type stated wherein
the seating structure cannot be accidentally elevated onto
all of said casters when the seating structure is in the
opened or extended position.

It is still another object of the present invention to
provide a portable gym seat of the type stated which is
positively locked when in the collapsed or closed posi-
tion so as to prevent accidental opening thereof as the
seating structure is transported from place to place.

It is yet another object of the present invention to
provide a portable gym seat of the type stated in which
one or more of the riser or fascia boards is hingedly
mounted in position to extend across the space between
two adjacent seat boards when the seating structure is
in the closed position so as to prevent a basketball, volley
ball, or the like, from becoming lodged within the seat-
ing structure.

With the above and other objects in view, my inven-
tion resides in the novel features of form, construction,
arrangement, and combination of parts presently described
and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings (seven sheets)—

FIG. 1 .is a perspective view of a portable gym seat
constructed in accordance with and embodying the pres-
ent invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along line 2—2 of
FIG. 1 and showing the gym seat in the opened or ex-
tended position;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along
line 3—3 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along
line 4—4 of FIG. 3; :

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along
line 5—5 of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along
line 6—6 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary sectional view similar to
FIG. 5, but on a somewhat smaller scale, and showing
the front fascia or kickboard and mechanism associated
therewith which forms part of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along line
8—8 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 9 is a vertical sectional view of a modified form
of a portable gym seat constructed in accordance with
and embodying the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a sectional view similar to FIG. 8 and show-
ing the gym seat in the opened position; and

FIG. 11 is a fragmentary sectional view of the lower
end of the seating structure and showing the front kick-
board and associated mechanism in the unlocked position.

Referring now in more detail and by reference char-
acters to the drawings, which illustratae practical embodi-
ments of the present invention, A designates a portable
telescoping seating structure or bleacher which includes a
rear frame 1 consisting of a suitable plurality of trans-
versely spaced oblong rectangular panels 2, each, in turn,
including a pair of spaced paraliel vertical posts 3, 4,
formed preferably of angle section and being cross-con-
nected at their upper ends by means of a conneciing
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plate 5. Spaced a short distance upwardly from their
lower ends, the posts 3, 4, are cross-connected by a formed
channe! plate 6 which is welded or otherwise rigidly at-
tached thereto. Bolted or otherwise rigidly secured upon
the rearwardly presented flange of the back post 4 in a
region of the channel plate 6 is a U-shaped transversely
extending tie channel 7 which serves as a cross-connecting
member between the several panels 2. The posts 3 are
likewise cross-connected by an angle member 8.

Mounted upon the upper end of and extending hori-
zontally between the panels 2 is a seat board 9, and
swingably mounted at the forward edge of the seat board
9 by means of a plurality of hinges 10 is a riser or fascia
board 11. Secured to each of the panels 2 in down-
wardly spaced relation to the seat board 9 is a forwardly
extending horizontal beam 12 for slidable track-forming
engagement within a slide fitting 13 which is, in turn,
rigidly welded to the upper end of another panel section
14, the latter including spaced parallel vertical posts 15,
16, which are similar to the posts 3, 4, previously de-
scribed. Welded to and extending upwardly from the
forward end of the beam 12 is a seat-mounting member
17 for supporting a seat board 18 and fascia board 19,
and also rigidly secured to the beam 12 below and be-
tween the seat boards 9, 18, is a foot board 28. Thus,
when the seating structure A is in the opened position, a
spectator may be seated upon the seat board 9 and rest
his feet upon the foot board 2¢ directly below, the pro-
portions of these members being such as to form a com-
fortable seat for the average adult. It will, of course, be
understood that the seat dimensions may be made smaller
if the seating structure A is designed for use in elementary
or primary schools where small children will be the
spectators.

Rigidly mounted on and extending horizontally be-
tween the panel sections 14 and 14’ is a horizontal
beam 21 for slidable track-forming engagement with a
slide fitting 22, the beam 21 and the slide fitting 22 be-
ing similar to the beam 12 and the slide fitting 13 pre-
viously described. Rigidly mounted on the beam 12 are
depending ears 23 for rockably supporting bell cranks 24,
the upper ends of which are pivotally secured to one end
of links 25, and the other ends of the links 25 are pivot-
ally secured to brackets 26, which are secured to depend
from the underside of the fascia board 11. Bolted or
otherwise rigidly secured to the angle member 8a are
brackets 27 for journalling rollers 28 which are adapted
to bear against lateral flanges 2% formed on the lower
ends of the bell cranks 24. As will be seen by reference
to FIG. 8 when the seating structure A is in the closed
position, the rollers 28 will swing the lower ends of the
bell cranks 24 rearwardiy causing the upper ends thereof
and links 25 to rock forwardly, so as to swing the hinged
fascia board 11 upwardly and substantially span the dis-
tance between the seat boards 9, 18.

Each of the panels 14 corresponds to one of the panels
2 and there are, of course, a similar plurality of such
panels 14, each being cross-connected by tie channels 7
and angle members 8a. At their lower ends the panels 2
are provided with floor-contacting foot frames 30 and
welded or otherwise rigidly secured to the lower ends of
the panels 14 are underframe carriages 31, each including
a plurality of spring-biased rollers 32. The underframe
carriages 31, are, furthermore, preferably of the same
type as that disclosed in the application of George R.
Chervenka, Serial No. 346,870, filed April 6, 1953, now
United States Patent No. 2,870,492, dated January 27,
1959, and include interlocking guide flanges 33, 34, so as
to insure straight line relative movement béiween the sev-
eral roller carriages 31, when the seaiing structure A is
shifted to and from open and closed position. The seat-
ing structure A also includes intermediate panels 14’
which are similar to the panels 2 previously described, and
the intermediate panels 14’ are prevented from relative
movement along the adjacent rearward beam 21 by means
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of stop plates £. Hingedly mounted to the seat board 18
associated with the panels 14’ is a riser board 11’ which
is swingable by means of links 25’ and bell cranks 24,
the latter being actuated by means of rollers 28, all simi-
lar to the corresponding elements previously described.
Furthermore, the roller carriages 31 at the lower ends
of the panels 14’ are welded or otherwise rigidly con-
nected to the adjacent rearward roller carriages 31 by
means of connecting plates p.

As is best seen by reference to FIG. 2, the bleacher A
consists of a plurality of tiers T each having upright
frames which include laterally aligned panels 14, 14’, all
supported on underframe carriages 31 and laterally con-
nected by tie channels 7 and angle members 82. When in
the closed position, one group of panels 14 will be in
alignment with the panels 2, while another group of panels
will be aligned with the panels 14’ but in forwardly spaced
parallel relationship to the panels 2, 14. It will be ap-
parent that each tier T may include any number of later-
ally spaced panels depending upon the length of the seat-
ing structure and, similarly, any number of tiers T may be
present, depending upon the number of seats desired and
height to which the structure is carried. It has been
found that it is possible to fabricate portable gym seats
of the present iype with as many as fifteen tiers rising
to an over-all height of approximately thirteen and one-
half feet.

The forwardmost section or unit of the seating struc-
ture A is provided with a horizontal L-channel 35 which
extendst transversely across and is welded to the several
aligned panels 14" of the lowermost section or tier. The
channel 35 is welded to a horizontal beam 36, formed
preferably of an L-shaped angle section and rigidly pro-
vided at its end with vertical legs 37, 38. Disposed hori-
zontally between the legs 37, 38, is a downwardly turned
U-shaped channel member 39 which is notched out at its
opposite ends for slidable engagement with the inwardly
turned flanges of the legs 37, 38, so as to be shiftably
disposed therebetween for upward and downward vertical
movement. The channel member 39 is also provided
with rollers 40 which are journalled upon shafts 41, and
rockably mounted upon each of the shafts 41 and extend-
ing angularly upwardly therefrom are parallel links 42
which are provided adjacent their upper ends with roller
shaft 43, the latter being adapted to bear against the
downwardly presented edge of the beam 36. The links
42 are connected at their upper ends for parallel move-
ment by means of a horizontal connecting link 44, which
is provided on its rearwardly presented end with a roller
45. The forwardmost link 42 is, furthermore, provided
with a laterally projecting pin 46 for sliding engagement
in a slot 47 on an actuating link 48 which is, in turn,
rockably pinned at its forward end to a bracket 49. The
bracket 49 is bolted to the inside face of the front fascia
board 58 secured at its upper end to a seat board 51 by
means of hinges 52. Mounted on the inside face of the
fascia board 5@ adjacent the lower edge thereof, are
tongues 53 for releasably engaging spring clips 54 which
are mounted on and project outwardly from the leg 37.

Mounted on and projecting laterally outwardly from
the leg 38 is a pin 55 for rockably supporting a sleeve 56
which is welded to one end of a lock arm 57, the rear-
wardly presented end of which is bent downwardly in the
provision of a flange 58. Welded to the lock arm 57 in-
termediate its ends is a channel bracket 59 for receiving
one end of a tension spring 68, the other end of which is
secured to an anchor pin 61 mounted on the forwardmost
panel 14, Rigidly mounted on the foot frames 30 are
channel brackets 62, and bolted to the channel brackets
62 and extending transversely of the foot frames 30 is a
cross beam 63. Welded to the cross beam 63 and extend-
ing upwardly and forwardly therefrom are U-shaped stop
members 64 against which the flanges 58 bear when the
seating structure A is in the closed position. Further~
more, when the seating structure is in the closed position,
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the roller 45 bears downwardly against the lock arm 57
against the force of the spring 6%, so as to hold the flanges
58 behind the stop members 64. The fascia board 50 is
suitably provided at spaced intervals along its length with
hand holes 65 and slots s for purposes presently more
fully appearing.

Bolted to the rearwardly presented flanges of the posts
4 upwardly of the foot frames 30 are U-shaped brackets
66, and welded to the brackets 66 and extending trans-
versely of the posts 4 is a rear beam 67 having a pair
of caster plates 68 rigidly secured thereto. Rigidly
mounted on the caster plates $8 are vertical caster sleeves
69, 70, the caster sleeves 70 being somewhat longer than
the caster sleeves 69, and supported at their upper ends
by short plates 71 welded to the beam 67. Shiftably
mounted within the caster sleeves 69, 79, are caster rods
72, 73, the lower ends of which are rigidly connected to
swivel plates 74 internally provided with bearings (not
shown). Rotatably mounted on the swivel plates 74 are
floor-contacting casters 75. Rigidly mounted on the
panels 14’ are U-shaped brackets 76, and welded to the
brackets 76 is an intermediate beam 77 which is similar
to the beam 67, previously described. Mounted on the
beam 77 are caster plates 78 which support caster sleeves

79, 89, all similar to the corresponding elements previously-

described, and, similarly, the caster sleeves 79, 89, are
provided with caster rods 81, 82, the lower ends of which
support swivel plates 83 which, in turn, rotatably support
casters 84. Similarly, a forward beam 85 is welded or
otherwise rigidly secured to the beams 36 and extends
transvsersely therebetween for rigidly supporting a pair
of caster plates 86, the latter supporting caster sleeves
87, 88. The caster sleeves 87, 88, are, furthermore, pro-
vided with caster rods 89, 99, which are similar to the
previously described caster rods and are provided at their
lower ends with swivel plates 91 for rotatably supporting
casters 92.

Rigidly mounted on the forward face of the beam 85
is an angle bracket 93 provided with a lateral extension
94, and projecting through the lateral extension 94 is a
pin 95 for rockably supporting one end of a hydraulic
jack 96 provided with an outwardly extending piston rod
97 and a pump 98 including a socket 99 for releasably
receiving a jack handle 100. Also, provided on the jack
$6 is a release valve 161. Since the internal construction
of the jack is conventional, it is not shown or described
in detail herein. On its outer end the piston rod 97 is
pivotally connected to the upper end of a crank 192, the
lower end of which is rigidly mounted on a shaft 163
having sections 103a, 183b, 183c. Intermediate its ends
the crank 102 is pivotally connected to a cross link 104,
the other end of which is pivotally connected to the
upper end of a crank 105, which is, in turn, rigidly con-
nected at its lower end to a shaft 166 having sections
1664, 1865, 106c. As best seen by reference to FIG. 5,
the shafts 193, 186, are located in spaced parallel relation
and extend lengthwise of the seating-structure A. The
shafts 103, 186, are, furthermore, rotatably mounted in
bearings 167, 108, respectively, which are welded or
otherwise rigidly secured to the caster plates 68, 78, 86.
Preferably, the shafts 103, 108, are also supported in
bearings 169, 116, which are welded to a cross member
111 which is, in turn, rigidly connected to the beams 36
by means of L-shaped channel plates 112. Mounted on
the shafts 183, 186, are clutches 113, 114, 115, 116,
each of which includes a socket-forming driving mem-
ber 117 and a forwardly projecting U-shaped driven
member 118. Rigidly clamped to the shafts 103, 106,
adjacent the casters 75, 84, 92 are actuating arms 119,
128, which are adapted to bear against the upper side
of the swivel plates 74, 83, 91.

Bolted to the beams 67, 77, 85, and projecting down-
wardly therefrom are U-shaped lift hangers 121, 122,
123, which are disposed in underlying relation to flanges
124, 128, mounted on and projecting forwardly and rear-
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wardly of the foot frames 30 and roller carriages 31.
The lift hangers 121, 122, 123, are normally out of con-
tact with the flanges 124, 125, when the foot frames
30 and rollers 32 are in position on the floor f and the
casters 75, 84, 92, are in the retracted or elevated posi-
tion, as shown in FIG. 2. .

In operation and use of the seating structure A, if the
seating structure A is in the opened position, as shown
in FIG. 2, and it is desired to close same, the front fascia
board 5@ is manually grasped through the hand holes
65 and swung upwardly to the position shown in FIG.
7, thereby swinging the link 48 outwardly. As the link
48 approaches its outmost length of movement, the pin
46 will be engaged in the rear end of the slot 47 and the
links 42 will be swung forwardly so that the rollers 40
will be shifted downwardly into engagement with the
floor. Movement of the front fascia board 59 to the po-
sition shown in FIG. 7 operates to lift the entire forward
panel 14 of the seating structure A upwardly, whereupon
the entire structure may be pushed inwardly to fully
telescoped or collapsed position and engage the several
clutches 113, 114, 115, 116, as shown in FIGS. 4 and
5. When the seating structure is in such fully collapsed
position, the front fascia board 50 may be swung down-
wardly to its vertical position retracting the rollers 50
so that the legs 37, 38, are resting directly on the floor
f and the entire seating structure A will thereby be
rendered immobile. - As the front fascia board is swung
downwardly to its vertical position, the rollers will press
the Jock arm 57 downwardly in opposition to the face
of the spring 60 and cause the flange 58 to be pulled
downwardly behind the stop members 64. Consequently,
unless the front fascia board 56 is swung upwardly, the
seating structure A will be prevented from operating.
Furthermore, as the seating structure closes, the rollers
28, 28’, will operate the bell cranks, 24, 24’, and swing the
fascia boards 11, 11’ from their vertical positions shown
in FIG. 2 to the angular positions shown in FIGS. 1
and 8.

When it is desired to move the seating structure A
either to a place of storage or to another area within
the auditorium or gymnasium, the jack handle 106 is
inserted through one of the slots s in the front fascia
board 50 and the jack 96 is operated to move the piston
rod 97 to the right, reference being made to FIG. 3.
This causes the crank 102 to rock the shaft 103, and
since the clutches 113, 114, are in engaged position, the
actuating arms 119 will simultaneously press downwardly
against the swivel plates 74, 83, 91. Furthermore, since
the link 184 operates the crank 165, the shaft 106 will
rotate simultaneously with the shaft 103, causing the
actuating arms 120 to bear downwardly against the swivel
plates 74, 83, S$1, associated therewith. The seating
structure A will then be lifted upwardly and the lift
hangers 121, 122, 123, will engage the flanges 124, 125,
and lift the roller carriages 31 and foot frames 3§ off
of the floor leaving the entire seating structure entirely
supported on the casters 75, 84, 92. Thereafter, the
seating structure A may be readily rolled about to a
storage area or any other desired place within the
gymnasium. Since the flanges 58 are held behind the
stop members 64 the seating structure A is prevented from
accidentally becoming opened as it is moved about on
the casters 75, 84, 92.

In order to lower the seating structure A back onto the
floor, the release valve 101 is operated whereupon the
seating structure A, by reason of its own weight, will
drop gently onto the floor f. The front fascia board 50
is then swung upwardly and outwardly to release the
flange 58 from contact with the stop members 64, where-
upon the entire seating structure may be telescoped out-
wardly to the extended position shown in FIG. 3. As the
seating structure A is extended, the rollers 28, 28’, will
be pulled away from the bell cranks 24, 24’, allowing
the riser boards. 11, 11’, to swing downwardly to the
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vertical position. The clutches 113, 114, 115, 116, will
then be in the disengaged position and the several shaft
sections 163a, 103b, 103c, 106a, 1665, 186c, will be
separated. If, while the seating structure A is in the
opened or extended position, the jack 96 is accidentally
operated the movement of the piston rod $7 will elevate
only the front of the seating structure A since only the
two front actuating arms 119, 120, will rotate and press
down upon the swivel plates associated therewith. = The
remaining actuating arms 119, 128, will not move since
the several clutches 113, 114, 115, 116, are in the dis-
engaged position, with the result that accidental operation
of the jack 96 when the seating structure is in the opened
position will not completely elevate the seating structure
but will allow the foot frames 3% and most of the rollers
32 toremain in contact with the floor.

It is also possible to provide a modified form of port-
able telescoping gym seat B, as shown in FIGS. 9-11,
which is similar in construction and operation to the seat-
ing structure A, previously described, and in which the
same reference numerals designate corresponding parts.
This form of the invention is used when the number of
tiers of rows is somewhat less than the number of tiers in
the seating structure A. Thus, the bleacher B consists of
a plurality of tiers T, each having upright frames which
include laterally aligned panels 14, all supported on un-
derframe carriages 31 and laterally connected by tie chan-
nels 7 and angle members 8. When in the closed posi-
tion, the panels 14 will be in alignment with the panels 2
and all of the roller carriages 31 will also be in lateral
alignment. Consequently, the depth of the seating struc-
ture B in the closed posiiton is considerably less than in
the seating structure A.

The shafts 183, 166, each include sections 103a, 163c,
1064, 166¢c, and the center shaft sections 1983b, 166b, are
eliminated. The shafts 183, 186, are each provided with
a clutch 126 which is similar to each of the clutches pre-
viously described and includes a socket-forming driving
member 127 and a U-shaped driven member 128. Also
mounted on each of the shafts 133, 166, are actuator
arms 129, 139, which are adapted to bear against the
swivel plates 131, 132, on the two pairs of front and rear
casters 133, 134. The intermediate beam 77 and center
pair of casters 84 shown in the seating structure A are also
eliminated in the seating structure B. Furthermore, since
all of the roller carriages 31 are in Jlateral alignment when
the seating structure B is in the closed position, only two
sets of lift hangers 135, 136, are required, each set of
lift hangers 135, 136, being mounted on the rear and
front beams 137, 138. Also mounted on the rear beam
137 is a lock bracket 139. Moreover, the cross beam 63
is eliminated in the seating structure B together with the
stop members &4, and the flanged end 1490 of the lock
arm 141 is adapted to hook behind the lock bracket 139
when the seating structure is in the closed position and the
front fascia board 141 is in its lowered or vertical po-
sition.

It should be understood that changes and modifications
in the form, construction, arrangement, and combination
of the several parts of the portable telescoping gym seat
unit may be made and substituted for those herein shown
and described without departing from the nature and prin-
ciple of my invention.

Having thus described my invention, what I claim and
desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A telescopic bleacher comprising a plurality of
frames respectively sized for internested relation one
within the other when the seating structure is fully tele-
scoped, releasable means for locking the frames in the
fully telescoped position, means connecting said frames
for relative shifting movement from such fully telescoped
position into an extended position in which the several
frames are positioned in successively rearwardly spaced
relation to each other, floor-contacting means mounted on
the lower ends of said several frames, a plurality of ver-
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tically shiftable casters depending from the frames and
being mounted on the frames for movement therewith,
shaft means -operatively mounted on and extending be-
tween a plurality of frames in parallelism with the line
of movement of the frames as they. shift from fully tele-
scoped position to extended position, said shaft means
including a plurality of separable sections respectively
provided with interconnecting elements which are inter-
engaged when the frames are in fully telescoped posi-
tion and are disengaged when the frames are in extended
position, actuating members mounted on said shaft
means and contacting said casters, link means operatively
connecting said shaft means, and a hydraulic jack means
having an actuating element operatively connected to the
link means for transmitting motion to the link means and
thereby being adapted to rock said shaft means when the
frames are in fully telescoped position whereby to cause
said actuating members to apply downward pressure to
said casters and lift the frames and floor-contacting means
upwardly from the floor.

2. A telescopic bleacher comprising a plurality of
frames respectively sized for internested relation one
within the other when the seating structure is fully tele-
scoped, means connecting said frames for relative shift-
ing movement from such fully telescoped position into
extended position in which the several frames are posi-
tioned in successively rearwardly spaced relation to each
other, floor-contacting means mounted on the lower ends
of said several frames, a plurality of vertically shiftable
casters depending from said frames, shaft means oper-
atively mounted on and extending between a plurality of
frames in parallelism with the line of movement of the
frames as they shift from fully telescoped position to
extended position, clutch means on said shaft sections
respectively, said clutch means being interengaged when
the frames are in fully telescoped position and being dis-
engaged when the frames are in the extended position,
actuating members mounted on said shaft and contacting
said casters, and jack means having an actuating element
operatively connected to the shaft means for operating
said shaft means when the frames are telescoped whereby
to cause said actuating members to apply downward pres-
sure to said casters and to lift the frames and floor-con-
tacting means upwardly from the floor.

3. A ftelescopic bleacher comprising a plurality of
frames respectively sized for internested relation one
within the other when the seating structure is fully tele-
scoped, means connecting said frames for relative shift-
ing movement from such fully telescoped position into
extended position in which the several frames are posi-
tioned in successively rearwardly spaced relation to each
other, floor-contacting means mounted on the lower ends
of said several frames, a plurality of vertically shiftable
casters depending from said frames, said casters being
mounted on the frames for movement therewith, shaft
means operatively mounted on and extending between a
plurality of the frames in parallelism with the line of
movement of the frames as they shift from fully tele-
scoped position to extended position, clutch means on
said shaft sections respectively, said clutch means being
engaged when the frames are in fully telescoped position
and being disengaged when the frames are in the extended
position, actuating members mounted on said shafts and
contacting said casters, a crank mounted on each of the
shaft means, link means connecting each of said cranks,
and a hydraulic jack means having an actuating element
operatively connected to the cranks whereby to transmit
motion to the frames for rocking said shaft means when
thg: frames are telescoped and thereby cause the actu-
ating members to apply downward pressure to said cast-
ers and lift the frames and floor-contacting means up-
wardly from the floor.

4. A telescopic bleacher comprising 2 plurality of up-
standing frames each including a forwardly extending
seat-supporting member, said frames being sized for in-
ternested relation one within the other when the seating
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structure is fully telescoped, a fascia board hingedly
mounted adjacent the forwardmost seat-supporting mem-
ber, stop means rigidly connected to one of said frames
rearwardly of said forwardmost frame, releasable lock-
ing means movably mounted upon another of the frames
and adapted for engagement with said stop means when
the seating sturcture is fully telescoped, said locking
means consisting of a lock arm and having a hooked
flange at its rear end and a sleeve at its front end, and 2
pin rigidly connected to one of said frames for rockable
engagement with said sleeve, said hooked flange being
adapted for downward shiftable movement for releasably
engaging said stop means when the seating structure is
shifted into telescoped position, and means operatively
connecting the locking means with the fascia board so
that the locking means will move from locked to unlocked
engagement with the stop means responsive to movement
by the fascia board.

5. A telescopic bleacher comprising a plurality of up-
standing frames each including a forwardly extending
seat-supporting member, said frames being sized for in-
ternested relation one within the other when the seating
structure is fully telescoped, a fascia board hingedly
mounted adjacent the front end of the forwardmost seat-
supporting member and being operatively connected to
a rearwardly extending link, a stop member rigidly con-
nected to one of said frames rearwardly of said forward-
most frame, a pin rigidly connected to one of said frames
rearwardly of said forwardmost frame, and a lock arm
rockably mounted on the pin, and having a hooked flange
on one end in proximate relation to the stop member,
said hooked end being operatively connected to the link
so as to be rocked into locking position behind said
stop member by said link when the seating structure is
fully telescoped and the fascia board is in a vertical po-
sition thereby locking said frame members in such fully
telescoped position, said fascia board being swingable
upwardly to release said lock arm whereby the seating
structure can be shifted into extended position.

6. A telescopic bleacher comprising a plurality of up-
standing frames each including a forwardly extending
seat-supporting member, said frames being sized for inter-
nested relation one within the other when the seating
structure is fully telescoped, a fascia board hingedly
mounted adjacent the front end of the forwardmost seat-
supporting member and being operatively connected to
a rearwardly extending link, a stop member rigidly con-
nected to one of said frames rearwardly of said forward-
most frame, a pin rigidly connected to one of said frames
rearwardly of said forwardmost frame, and a lock arm
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rockably mounted on the pin and having a hooked flange
on one end proximate to the stop member so as to be
engageable with the stop member, said lock arm being
operatively connected to the link so as to be rocked
downwardly into locking position behind said stop mem-
ber by said link when the seating structure is fully tele-
scoped and the fascia board is in a vertical position there-
by locking said frame members in such fully telescoped
position, said fascia board being swingable upwardly to
release such lock arm whereby the seating structure can
be shifted into extended position.

7. A telescopic bleacher comprising a first upstanding
frame, a fascia board hingedly mounted on the upper end
of said first frame and lying in a vertical position when
said seating structure is in extended position, a second
frame shiftable with respect to said first frame and sized
for internested relation therewith when the seating struc-
ture is fully telescoped, actuating means operatively
mounted on the first frame and connected to the fascia
board for swinging said fascia board to an angular posi-
tion with respect to said first frame and means on the
second frame in alignment with a portion of the actu-
ating means for engaging and moving said actuating
means when the second frame is shifted to telescoped
position within the first frame whereby to swing the fascia
board into said angular position.

8. A telescopic bleacher comprising a first upstanding
frame, a fascia board hingedly mounted on the upper end
of said first frame and lying in a vertical position when
said seating structure is in extended position, linkage
means rockably mounted on said first frame and pivot-
ally connected to said fascia board for swinging said
fascia board upwardly into an angular position, a second
frame shiftable with respect to said first frame and sized
for internested relation therewith when the seating struc-
ture is fully telescoped, and means on said second frame
in alignment with a portion of said linkage means for
engaging and actuating said linkage means and thereby
swinging said fascia board to said angular position with
respect to said first frame when the second frame is
shifted to telescoped position within the first frame,
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