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ABSTRACT: A jigsaw puzzle is provided in which a frame
defines with a base a well which accommodates a plurality of
puzzle pieces, there being further provided means for selec-
tively retaining the pieces in the well. In accordance with one
embodiment of the invention a pressure-responsive adhesive is
provided on the base with a removable sheet covering the
same. In accordance with another aspect of the invention a
transparent plastic covering or the like may be employed to
retain the pieces in the well.
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1
JIGSAW PUZZLE AND BASE FOR RETAINING SAME

DRAWING

FIG. 1iis a top plan view of a jigsaw puzzle provided in ac-
cordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along line II-II of FIG.
1 illustrating one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a view corresponding to that of FIG. 2, illustrating
a further embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 4 is a view corresponding to FIGS. 2 and 3, illustrating
still a further embodiment of the invention. ’

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

. This invention relates to jigsaw puzzles and more particu-
larly to puzzles involving a plurality of pieces cooperatively
engageable to display a picture or the like.

It is an object of the invention to provide an improved jig-
saw puzzle construction wherein a multitude of pieces can be
assembled in detachable relationship or in permanently en-
gaged relationship.

It is a further object of the invention to provide an improved
jigsaw puzzle construction which can be readily manufactured
with mass production techniques.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an im-

- provide a permanent illustration.

In achieving the above and other objects of the invention,
there is proposed a jigsaw puzzle construction wherein a flat
base is provided with a raised peripheral frame cooperatively
defining a well therewith. A plurality of puzzle pieces are in-
sertable into the well and means are provided for selectively
retaining the pieces in the well.

In accordance with one embodiment of the invention, a
pressure-responsive adhesive is provided on the base with a
removable sheet covering the same, so that the puzzle pieces
can be deposited in the well without permanently adhering to
the base. In other words, in such condition the puzzle pieces
are detachable. Thereafter it is possible, in accordance with
the invention and when desired, to remove the sheet covering
the pressure-responsive adhesive, whereupon the jigsaw puz-
zle pieces can be permanently inserted into the well and fixed
in position.

As will be shown hereinafter the peripheral frame on the
base can be so formed as to be-integral with the base, but as an
alternative the frame can be separate from the base and can be
adhered to the latter in the same manner as employed for the
puzzle pieces.

According to another embodiment of the invention, the
pieces will remain permanently detachable except for the fact
that a transparent cover is provided which retains the pieces in
the well in a manner which will be explained hereinafter.

The objects, features and advantages of the invention will
be better understood from the following detailed description
of some preferred embodiments as illustrated in the drawing,
the FIGS. of which have been described above.

In FIG. 1 appears a jigsaw puzzle 10 provided in accordance
with the invention. The jigsaw puzzle comprises a plurality or
multitude of pieces 12 which fit together in known manner
and cooperatively provide a composite picture illustration or
the like.

In accordance with the invention the pieces have. a
peripheral contour or shape 14 conforming with the inner
contour of a raised frame 16 the relationship of which in the
puzzle construction appears more clearly from FIG. 2.

In FIG. 2 it is seen that the puzzle comprises a generally flat
base 18 on the periphery of which is supported the frame 16,
the puzzle pieces being generally indicated by way of example
atl2.

In the original condition of the puzzle there is provided,
covering the entire upper surface of the base 18, a layer of
pressure-responsive adhesive 28, this layer being in turn
covered by a sheet 22 of material normally adhering to the ad-
hesive 20 but being remove removable therefrom. The sheet
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2
may be of any well-known material such as waxed paper.
plastic, foil or the like.

The puzzle pieces 12 and the frame 16 normally rest on top
of the sheet 22 and for this reason may be considered detacha-
ble from the base 18. As a suitable alternative, there may be
provided a further adhesive agent indicated at 26 connecting
the frame 16 to the sheet 22. The adhesive agent 26 is
preferably not a continuous layer but is preferably limited to
the three or four spots of contact so that the frame 16 can be
readily detached from the sheet 22.

With the puzzle in the form which has been indicated above,’
it is possible to insert the pieces 12 into the well cooperatively
defined by frame 16 and base 18 and indicated generally at W. -
The puzzle can be assembled, disassembled and reassembled
as ‘many times as is desired. When, however, it becomes
desirable to permanently assemble the puzzle and retain the
same’in assembled form, the frame 16 is detached from the
sheet 22 and the sheet 22 is removed from the adhesive layer
20. Thereafter the frame 16 is pressed against the layer 20 in a
manner such that the frame 16 is in effect permanently
bonded to the base 18 to define a fixed - well W therewith.
Thereafter the pieces 12 are assembled in the well W and are
permanently affixed to the base 18 through the intermediary
of the adhesive 20. The puzzle can no longer be disassembled
and a permanent picture, illustration or such is formed
thereby.

In accordance with another embodxment of the invention as
appears in FIG!. 3, the base 28 and raised frame 30 are in-
tegrally molded of a material such as plastic or the like, the
frame and base 28 again cooperatively defining a well W,
wherein are inserted the pieces 12. In this case the adhesive
layer 32 is confined to the bottom of the well, there being pro-
vided a cover sheet 34 of material such as has been mentioned
above covering the adhesive layer 32 until a permanent as-
sembly of the puzzle is desired.

In the latter embodiment of the invention, the frame 30 and
the base 28 can be formed of wood, metal and the like, as well
as the plastic referred to hereinabove.

FIG. 4 illustrates a further embodiment of the invention
wherein a base 36 is provided with a raised.frame 38, the two
elements again cooperatively defining a well W wherein are
assembled the pieces 12. In this embodiment of the invention
no_adhesive is provided for connecting the pieces 12 per-
manently to the base 36. Instead there is provided a trans-
parent plastic.cover 40 which encapsulates the base, frame
and pieces in such a manner that these can be assembled in
permanently engaged form when desired.’

From the above it will appear that a jigsaw puzzle is pro-
vided in accordance with the invention which comprises a
relatively flat base with a raised peripheral frame thereon
cooperatively defining a well. A plurality of puzzle pieces are
insertable into the well and there are provided means for
selectively retaining'the pieces in this well. The means may be
constituted by a pressure-responsive adhesive covered by a
removable sheet and the frame may be integral with the base
or separate therefrom and connectablé to the base by means
of the aforenoted adhesive.

There will now be obvious to those skilled in the art many
modifications and variations of the structure set forth
hereinabove which will not depart from the scope of the in-
vention.

I claim:

1. A jigsaw puzzle comprising a flat base, a separate raised
peripheral | frame on said base cooperatively defining a well
therewith, a plurality of puzzle pieces insertable into said well,
means for selectively retaining said pieces in said well, said
means comprising a pressure-responsive adhesive on said en-
tire base and a removable sheet covering said adhesive, and an
adhesive detachably connecting said frame to said sheet.

2. A puzzle as claimed in claim 1, wherein said adhesive is
limited to a relatively small proportion of the interface area
between the frame and sheet,
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3. A puzzle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the well and the pieces have substantially corresponding thicknesses.
pieces when assembled have corresponding peripheral con- 5. A puzzle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the frame and
tours. base are of a paper-like material having thicknesses substan-

4. A puzzle as claimed in claim 1, wherein the frame and tially greater than said sheet.
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