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JOHN M. SHARP, OF DELAVAN, WISCONSIN. 

EG G a CAS E. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 644,808, dated March 6, 1900. 
Application filed September 25, 1899, Serial No. 731,623, (No model.) 

To aid, whon, it may conce77: 
Be it known that I, JOHN M. SHARP, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Delavan, 
in the county of Walworth and State of Wis 
consin, have invented a new and useful Egg 
Case, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention relates to packing and stor 

ing vessels and is designed to provide an im 
proved egg-case which exposes opposite ends 
of the eggs, so as to permit of the latter be 
ing tested without removing the same from 
the case, and at the same time protects the 
eggs against being broken. 

Furthermore, it is designed to provide a 
light and durable case, so that a plurality 
thereof may be packed in a single crate for 
transportation, and in the retail trade the 
case may be sold with the eggs, thereby ob 
viating the handling of the individual eggs 
and affording a convenient carrier for the 
buyer. 
To these ends the present invention con 

sists in the combination and arrangement of 
parts, as will be hereinafter more fully de 
scribed, shown in the accompanying drawings, 
and particularly pointed out in the appended 
claims, it being understood that changes in 
the form, proportions, size, and the minor de 
tails of construction may be made within the 
scope of the appended claims, without depart 
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the 
advantages of the present invention. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of an egg-case constructed in accord 
ance with the present invention. Fig. 2 is a 
transverse sectional view thereof. Fig. 3 is 
a longitudinal sectional view taken at right 
angles to Fig. 2. 

Corresponding parts in the several figures 
of the drawings are designated by like char 
acters of reference. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings 
it will be seen that the preferred form of the 
case is substantially oblong, having the op 
posite wooden ends 1, the bottom and longi 
tudinal sides being formed from a single sheet 
of cardboard, strawboard, or the like mate 
rial 2, which is fitted flush against the lower 
edges of the end pieces and is bent upwardly 
against the opposite side edges thereof and 
secured thereto by means of suitable fasten 
ings 3. By this formation a light and dura 

ble case is provided which has an open upper 
side. The bottom is provided with a plurality 
of openings 4, preferably twelve in number, 55 
so as to expose the eggs to view, as will be 
hereinafter more fully described. 

Located within the body of the case is a 
horizontal egg-supporting partition 5, which 
is also formed of cardboard or strawboard, 6o 
like the bottom and sides of the case, and has 
its peripheral edges bent downward to form 
foot-flanges 6, which rest upon the bottom of 
the case and support the partition a suitable 
distance above the same. It will be under- 65 
stood that the partition fits snugly the inner 
walls of the case, so not to have a lateral 
movement therein. Alined directly above 
each opening 4 in the bottom of the case is an 
opening 7 in the partition, formed by pro- 7o 
ducing radial incisions which provide pointed 
radial fingers S, and the latter are pressed 
downward through the opening, as shown. 
As best indicated in Fig. 2, it will be seen 
that a flexible strip 9 of cloth or other suit- 75 
able material is connected to the outer side 
of one longitudinal foot-flange 6 and extends 
the entire length thereof. This strip is wider 
than the flange, extends upwardly to the top 
of the side of the case, and is glued or other- 8o 
wise secured to the inner side thereof near the 
top. Also the adjacent side of the case is 
bent inwardly, as at 10, over the top edge of 
the flexible strip, so as to form an additional 
fastening therefor. The bent portion 10 is 85 
preferably fastened in place by a pair of 
spring-clips 11, which embrace the bend. By 
this arrangement a flexible or hinged connec 
tion is provided between the partition and the 
side of the case, so that the partition may be go 
drawn upward and folded over at one side of 
the case to facilitate the cleaning of the inte 
rior of the latter. 
As best shown in the sectional views of the 

drawings, it will be noted that the eggs 12 are 95 
seated in the openings 7 in the partition 5, 
with the points extending downward, em 
braced by the pointed fingel's Sand terminat 
ing short of the bottom of the case. To hold 
the eggs in place, there is provided a hinged Ioo 
cover 13, which is provided with openings 14, 
fitting the upper ends of the respective eggs, 
but smaller than the eggs, so as to prevent. 
the latter from being displaced therethrough. 
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This cover is also of the same material as the 
bottom of the case and the partition, fits 
snugly the interior of the case, and has one 
longitudinal edge bent upward, as at 15, and 
is hinged to the adjacent side of the case by 
means of a flexible strip 16, which embraces 
the bent portion and also the side of the case, 
as shown in Fig. 2. It will be noted that the 
bent polition 15 locates the cover below the 
top of the case, so as to rest upon the tops of 
the eggs, and the free edge of the cover is 
adapted to be forced beneath the lower edge 
of the bent portion 10 of the adjacent side of 
the case, so as to hold the cover against be 
ing accidentally opened or disengaged from 
the eggs. 
To provide for ventilation, suitable open 

ings 17 are formed through the opposite lon 
gitudinal sides of the case and located inter 
mediate of the partition and the cove'. 
When the eggs are placed in the present 

case, they are effectively held against acci 
dental movement and at the same time may 
be leadily removed for use. Also, by reason 
of the Openings in the bottom, the partition, 
and the cover being a lined, the case may be 
held up to the light, so as to test the eggs 
without removing them individually from the 
CaSO. 

The material of which the different parts 
of the case is formed may be varied and may 
be cardboard, strawboard, or other material, 
and at times it may be more convenient, and 
practicable to make the case in one piece and 
Without joints. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent, is 

I. An egg-case, having a horizontal egg-sup 
porting partition, hinged to one side of the 
case, and foldable to the exterior thereof, and 
a cover, fitting snugly the tops of the eggs, 
hinged to the opposite side of the case, and 
also foldable to the exterior thereof, substan 
tially as shown and described. 

2. An egg-case, having an egg-supporting 
partition, a cover hinged to one side of the 
case, and fitting snugly the tops of the eggs, 
and a shoulder provided upon the inner face 
of the opposite side of the case, ?itting against 
the Outer side of the free edge of the cover 
and holding the latter in place, substantially 
as shown and described. 

3. An egg-case, having the upper edge of 
One side bent inwardly and forming a shoul 
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der, an egg-supporting partition located with 
in the interior of the case, and a cover, lo 
cated between the partition and the shoulder, 
fitting snugly the tops of the eggs, and hinged 
to one side of the case opposite the shoulder, 
the free edge of the cover engaging the shoul 
der, when said cover is in use, substantially 
as shown and described. 

4. An egg-case, having one edge bent in 
Wardly and forming a shoulder, spring-clips 
embracing the bent edge, an egg-supporting 
partition, and a cover hinged to one side of 
the case, and having its free edge engaging 
the shoulder, in the closed position of the 
Cover, substantially as shown and described. 

5. An egg-Case, having One edge bent in 
Wardly and forming a shoulder, an egg-sup 
porting partition, a flexible strip having one 
edge secured to the partition, and its oppo 
site edge secured to the adjacent side of the 
case, between the latter and the folded edge 
thereof, a hinged cover fitting snugly the 
eggs, and having its free edge engaging the 
shoulder, in the closed position of the cover, 
Substantially as shown and described. 

6. An egg-case, comprising opposite wood 
en end pieces, a bottom and opposite sides 
formed from a single sheet of cardboard or 
the like fastened to the edges of the end 
pieces, the upper edge of one side being bent 
inWardly to form a shoulder, an egg-sup 
porting partition formed of the same material 
as the bottom and sides of the case, having 
its peripheral edges bent downwardly form 
ing foot-flanges resting upon the bottom of 
the case, a flexible strip secured to one flange 
of the partition and to the adjacent side of 
the case contiguous to the bent portion there 
of, a cover fitting snugly the tops of the eggs, 
and having one edge bent upwardly opposite 
the bent portion of the side of the case, and 
a flexible strip embracing the bent portion of 
the cover and the adjacent side of the case, 
and forming a hinge for the cover, the free 
edge of the latter engaging the under side of 
the bent portion of the case, when the cover 
is in use, Substantially as shown and described. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JOHN M. SHARP, 
Witnesses: 

W. H. ALLEN, 
S. E. HALLISTER. 
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