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This invention aims to provide a method for treating workpieces. One embodiment of this method is to
treat workpieces so as to form an opening that starts from an oxidation region, passes through an area between
two upraised regions, and reaches an underlayer. This method comprises (1) a step to form, in an oxidation
region, an opening which exposes to the second part of a nitriding region between the two upraised regions,
and (2) a step to etch the second part and the residue of silicon oxide in the opening. In the step to etch the
residue and the second part, the workpiece is exposed to the plasma of a gas containing hydrogen and a
mixed gas containing NF3 for altering the residue and the second part in quality so as to form an altered

region which is then removed.
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. This invention aims to provide a method for treating workpieces.
One embodiment of this method is to treat workpieces so as to form an opening that
starts from an oxidation region, passes through an area between two upraised regions,
and reaches an underlayer. This method comprises (1) a step to form, in an oxidation
region, an opening which exposes to the second part of a nitriding region between the
two upraised regions, and (2) a step to etch the second part and the residue of silicon
oxide in the opening. In the step to etch the residue and the second part, the workpiece

is exposed to the plasma of a gas containing hydrogen and a mixed gas containing NF3
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for altering the residue and the second part in quality so as to form an altered region

which is then removed.
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for altering the residue and the second part in quality so as to form an altered region

which is then removed.
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