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(57) Abstract: This semiconductor light-emitting element has: an n-type semiconductor layer that has an A1GaN or Alln-
GaN composition; an active layer that comprises an AlGaN-based semiconductor or an AllnGaN-based semiconductor
and that is formed on an n-type semiconductor layer; a p-type semiconductor layer that has an AIN, AlGaN, or AllnGaN
composition and that is formed on the active layer; and a p-electrode that is formed on the p-type semiconductor layer,
wherein the p-type semiconductor layer has a contact layer that is formed on the p-electrode and that comprises an Al1GaN
layer or an AllnGaN layer with a band gap becoming smaller toward an interface with the p-clectrode, and the contact
layer has a tunnel contact layer that is in contact with the p-electrode and is connected to the p-electrode through a tunnel
junction.
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