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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

WALTON DUANE SMITH, OF PROPHETSTOWN, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-
HALF TO JOHN S. HUNTER, OF SAME PLACE.

BOX-SUPPORTER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No, 488,751, dated October 4, 1892,

Application filed April 14, 1892,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WALTON DUANE SMITH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Prophetstown, in the county of Whiteside and
State of Illinois, haveinvented a new and use-
ful Box-Supporter, of which the followingis a
specification.

This invention relates to a box supporter
or prop for the purpose of displaying the con-
tents of the box; and it consists in the con-
struction and arrangement of the parts there-
of, as will be more fully hereinafter deseribed
and claimed. ) )

The object of this invention is to provide a
device of the character set forth which is
adapted for usein a show-window, show-case,
or counter orin any other position desired for
the purpose of fully exhibiting the contents
of a box or analogous device, wherein the
parts are simpleand effective in the construc-
tion and arrangement, strong and durable,
easily handled, cheaply manufactured, and
readily transported. )

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view showing a box supported by the im-
proved device in position to display the con-
tents thereof. Fig. 2 is a similar view of the
device detached. Fig.3 is an edge elevation
of the device shown folded. Fig. 4isa modi-
fication of the device.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in the several figures.

Referring to the drawings, the numerals 1
and 2 designate the legs of the deviece, which
may be constructed of wood, stiff paper, metal,
or other suitablematerial, which are hingedly
connected at topand bottom by webs or strips
3 and 4 of heavy paper,cloth,leather, or other
flexible material. The leg 1 forms a support
against which the box rests, and theleg 2 a
brace or stay for the said leg 1. On the up-
per end of the leg 2 is secured a plate or me-
tallic strip 5, having serrations at its upper
edge, and, as shown more clearly in Figs. 2
and 3, itisformed with a looped or bent flange
7, which is securely connected to the said leg
2. This flange is bent into substantial U
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shape and embraces the end of theleg 2. As
shown in Fig. 4, the plate 6 is formed with
bent lips 8 at the ends thereof, which embrace 50
the leg 2 in a similar manner. The box rest-
ing against the leg 1 has its bottom portion
engaged by the serrations 6, and is thereby
prevented fromslipping or dislodging from its
position. Owing to the flexible connection 35
heretofore set forth the legs 1'and 2 may be
readily folded against each other and ren-
dered compact in form for storage or trans-
portation.

Owing to the simplicity of construction the 6o
device can be readily manufactured at a small
cost and cheaply placed upon the market.

The conveniences and advantages of a de-
vice of this character are manifold and self-
evident to those requiring the use of such ar- 65
ticle and need not be further enlarged upon
herein.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. As an improved article of manufacture, o
a box supporter or prop having legs with
a serrated portion at the upper part thereof,
substantially as described.

2. Inabox supportor prop, the combination
of twolegs connected by fexible websor strips 75
and a metallic plate connected to the upper
end of oneof said legs and having serrations,
substantially as deseribed.

3. Ina box support or prop, the combination
of twolegs connected by flexible webs or strips 8o
at the bottom and top portions thereof and a
metallic plate embracing the upperend of one
of said legs, substantially as described.

4. A box support or prop consisting of legs
flexibly eonnected together and having ser- 83
rations or teeth at the top, as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

WALTON DUANE SMITH,

Witnesses:
FRED W, SEARS,
JouxN S, HUNTER.



