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(54) Title: SYSTEMS, APPARATUS AND METHODS FOR MOBILE COMPANION PREPAID CARD

(57) Abstract: Systems, apparatus and methods for providing an un-per-
sonalized and un-embossed mobile companion prepaid card to a consumer
having a mobile wallet account. An embodiment includes a wallet provider
computer receiving an approval request from an agent device for a mobile
companion prepaid card for a consumer. The process includes the wallet
provider computer determining an issuer financial institution (FI) associ
ated with the mobile companion prepaid card, transmitting the approval re -
quest to an issuer FI processor, receiving an approval message, and tran s
mitting the approval message and a request to a consumer's mobile device
to provide cardholder verification met hod (CVM) data. The method also

\ includes receiving and validating the CVM data, transmitting a mobile
companion prepaid card activation request, receiving a confirmation mes -

, 8552-367-2999 sage indicating activation, and transmitting a message confirming activa
tion of the mobile companion prepaid card to the consumer's mobile
device.
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Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 7(2)(a) for the following

l . Claims Nos.:
because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

Claims Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:-

—See continuation on supplemental sheet—

I I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
1-13

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must be paid.

Group I: claims 1-13: drawn to a method and system for receiving by a wallet provider computer from an agent device, an approval
request for a mobile companion prepaid card for a consumer, determining by the wallet provider and issuer financial institution (Fl)
associated with the mobile companion prepaid card; transmitting the approval request to an issuer Fl processor, receiving by the wallet
provider from the issuer Fl processor an approval message, transmitting by the wallet provider to a mobile device of the consumer the
approval message and a request to provide cardholder verification method (CVM) data; receiving CVM data from the consumer's mobile
device; validating the CVM data; transmitting by the wallet provider computer to the issuer Fl processor a mobile companion prepaid
card activation request; receiving by the wallet provider from the issuer Fl processor a confirmation message indicating activation of the
mobile companion prepaid card; and transmitting by the wallet provider to the consumer's mobile device, a message confirming
activation of the mobile companion prepaid card.

Group II: claim 14-17: drawn to a method and system for receiving, by a wallet provider computer from an issuer financial institution (Fl)
processor, a mobile companion prepaid card purchase authorization request including a purchase transaction amount; verifying, by the
wallet provider, the availability of funds of a closed-loop account linked to the mobile companion prepaid card; authorizing the
transaction when the funds of the closed-loop account are adequate to cover the purchase transaction amount; debiting, by the wallet
provider computer, the closed-loop account linked to the mobile companion prepaid card; transmitting, by the wallet provider computer to
the issuer Fl processor, a purchase transaction authorization message to forward to a merchant device; and transmitting, by the wallet
provider computer to a mobile device of the consumer, the purchase transaction authorization message.

The inventions listed as Groups I and I I do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

Special technical features:
Group I requires receiving, by the wallet provider computer from the issuer Fl processor, an approval message; transmitting, by the
wallet provider to a mobile device of the consumer, the approval message and a request to provide cardholder verification method
(CVM) data; receiving CVM data from the consumer's mobile device; validating the CVM data; transmitting by the wallet provider
computer to the issuer Fl processor a mobile companion prepaid card activation request; receiving by the wallet provider from the issuer
Fl processor a confirmation message indicating activation of the mobile companion prepaid card; and transmitting by the wallet provider
to the consumer's mobile device, a message confirming activation of the mobile companion prepaid card, not found in group II.

Group II requires receiving, by a wallet provider computer from an issuer financial institution (Fl) processor, a mobile companion prepaid
card purchase authorization request including a purchase transaction amount; verifying, by the wallet provider, the availability of funds of
a closed-loop account linked to the mobile companion prepaid card; authorizing the transaction when the funds of the closed-loop
account are adequate to cover the purchase transaction amount; debiting, by the wallet provider computer, the closed-loop account
linked to the mobile companion prepaid card; transmitting, by the wallet provider computer to the issuer Fl processor, a purchase
transaction authorization message to forward to a merchant device; and transmitting, by the wallet provider computer to a mobile device
of the consumer, the purchase transaction authorization message, not found in group I.

Shared Features:
The only technical features shared by Groups I and II that would otherwise unify the groups are a wallet provider computer comprising a
closed-loop mobile money provider, a plurality of issuer financial institution (Fl) processors configured for communication with the wallet
provider computer, a consumer mobile device and a mobile companion prepaid card.

However, these shared technical features do not represent a contribution over prior art, because the shared technical features are
disclosed by US 2012/0005086 A 1 to Pitroda et al. (hereinafter 'Pitroda') January 5, 2012 (05.01 .2012), which discloses a wallet provider
computer comprising a closed-loop mobile money provider, a plurality of issuer financial institution (Fl) processors configured for
communication with the wallet provider computer (para [0420]-[0422], [0474]), a consumer mobile device (para [0030], [0314], [0422])
and a mobile companion prepaid card (para [0422]).

As the shared technical features were known in the art at the time of the invention, they cannot be considered special technical features
that would otherwise unify the groups.

Groups I and II therefore lack unity under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special technical feature.
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