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3,28,464 
SEPARABSE FASTENER 

Sydne Couesias, 345 W. 58th St, New York 19, N.Y. 
Eiled Aug. 29, 1963, Ser. No. 305,474 

5 Cairns. (C. 24-230) 
This invention relates to separable locking means, and 

more particularly to a separable fastener universally ap 
plicable for joining separable but adjacent areas, such as 
the edges of wearing apparel, jewelry, drapery or equip 
ment requiring the jointure of separable parts or edges. 
An object of the present invention is the provision of 

a separable fastener comprised of two cooperating mem 
bers, each of which can be integrally secured to adjacent 
but separated areas or edges of wearing apparel, jewelry, 
drapery or other equipment requiring the jointure of the 
Separable parts, which may be quickly and simply coupled 
to form a positive securement of the adjacent parts or 
edges of the article to which such cooperating members 
are fastened as an integral part thereof. 

Another object herein is the provision of a separable 
fastener which will form a positive securement of the 
joined edges or parts of the article, by directly coupling 
the separate cooperating members comprising the fastener, 
and which members are responsive to slight pressure of 
a finger for releasing the cooperating members in order 
to effect separation of the edges or parts joined by the 
fastener. 
A further object of this invention is the provision of a 

Separable fastener having at least two separate cooperat 
ing members adapted to be integrally secured to an article 
of apparel, drapery, or the like, which will furnish posi 
tive stiffening means to such articles along the edges 
thereof. 

Still another object of the present invention is the pro 
vision of a separable fastener which is simple and inex 
pensive to manufacture, which is compact and of sturdy 
construction, as well as attractive in appearance, and 
which will not require removal from the article to which 
it is appended when it becomes necessary to launder or 
clean the article. 

In accomplishing the foregoing objects and advantages 
of the present invention, there are provided two cooperat 
ing members adapted to mate with each other to form, as 
a unit, a clasp or fastener. Each of the cooperating mem 
bers is further provided with means for integrally securing 
Said members to separated edges or areas of wearing ap 
parel, jewelry, drapery, or other equipment, so that when 
the edges or parts are drawn to each other, and the mem 
bers are coupled, a secure closure results. Provision is 
further made for providing stiffening means where desired 
in areas where each of said members is secured to the 
apparel in which the fastener is utilized. In addition, the 
fastener is provided with means for preventing movement 
or "play' once the cooperating members are coupled, 
especially eliminating any forward or lateral movement 
of the coupled members. 
The above and further objects and advantages of the 

present invention will be apparent to those versed in the 
art from the following description of a specific embodi 
ment of the present invention as illustrated in the draw 
ings, wherein like characters designate like parts in the 
several views, and in which: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the cooperating member 
comprising the fastener according to the present inven 
tion; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of a separable fastener 
showing the cooperating members in coupled or locked 
relationship and the securing means of a particular con 
figuration as a part thereof; 

FIG. 3 is a view taken on line 3-3 of FIG. 2; 
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FIG. 4 is a view of the fastener and the securing means 

perpendicular thereto; 
FIG. 5 is a view of the fastener and a further embodi 

ment of the Securing means forming a part thereof; 
FIG. 6 is a view of the fastener having securing means 

adapted for specialized uses; 
FIG. 7 is a view of the fastener and another embodi 

ment of the securing means as a part thereof; 
FIG. 8 is a front elevational view of a brassiere show 

ing the device of the present invention utilized therewith; 
FIG. 9 is a view of a garment showing the device as 

illustrated in FIG. 4 utilized therewith; 
FIG. 10 is a view of the device as shown in FIG. 9 

viewed from the interior of the garment; 
FIG. 11 is a view of the device illustrated in FIG. 5 as 

utilized in conjunction with a belt used in a garment; 
FIG. 12 is a rear view of a brassiere showing a modi 

fied form of the device of the present invention, which 
device is adjustable, utilized therewith; 

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of the cooperating mem 
bers comprising the adjustable fastener of the present in 
vention; and 

FIG. 14 is a view of the adjustable device taken on line 
14-14 of FIG. 13. 

Referring now to the drawings, the fastener 10 accord 
ing to the present invention is preferably fabricated of 
nylon or like material and comprises a male member 26, 
and a cooperating female member 30, said members being 
adapted to mate to form, as a unit, a clasp or fastener 0. 
The male member 20 is comprised of an elongated 

rectangular frame member 25 forming a fenestration 22. 
At the forward end of frame member 23, integral there 
with and projecting into fenestration 22, there is pro 
vided a resilient tongue member 23, said tongue member 
23 being narrower than frame member 22 so that when 
disposed upon the same plane as frame member 22, the 
tongue member 23 is adapted to fit within fenestration 22. 
Said tongue member 23 is disposed upon an oblique plane 
and is provided with a shoulder 24 and a lip 25 at the free 
end thereof. Projecting from the rear of said frame mem 
ber 21, there is provided a neck portion 15 connecting 
the male member 20 to one part of the securing means 
presently to be described. 
The female member 38 is of sufficient depth to ac 

commodate the male member 20, and is comprised of a 
base plate 3i having a pair of oppositely disposed side 
walls 32, 33, and a rear or end wall 34 perpendicularly 
disposed thereto along the edges of base plate 3i. Each 
of the walls 32, 33 and 34 is provided with an inwardly 
disposed shoulder 35. A transverse bar 36, parallel to 
the transverse axis of base plate 31, is provided at the 
forward end of female member. Said bar 36 connects 
shoulders 35 of side walls 32, 33 and forms a fenestration 
37 disposed at the top of said female member and a trans 
verse aperture 38 at the forward end of female member 
30 adapted to receive therethrough male member 20. Ex 
tending from rear wall 34 outwardly, there is provided a 
neck portion 6 connecting female member 30 to the op 
posite part of securing means as presently to be described. 
The base plate, wall portions, and bar-like structure of 
the frame member thereby define a housing with a fenes 
tration therein and having a generally open and unob 
structed end. 

In inserting male member 20 through aperture 38 of 
female member 30, the frame member 21 is restrained 
from any lateral movement by walls, 32, 33, and restrained 
in its forward movement by rear wall 34 so as to be se 
curely contained within the channel like structure formed 
by said side walls 32, 33 and the shoulder 35 at the top 
thereof. As the male member 20 is further introduced into 
the cooperating female member 30, tongue 23 is depressed 
by transverse bar 36 until shoulder 24 abuts the inner 
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surface of transverse bar 36 and partially projects up 
wardly into fenestration 37. It will be noted that any re 
verse pull upon male member 26, will not effect its re 
moval, until pressure is applied to tongue 23 to depress 
it sufficiently to allow shoulder 24 to clear transverse bar 
36 and allow its removal from female member 30. 

Securing means for attachment of the male member 28 
and female member 30 to the separated areas of the article 
in which fastener G is being utilized forms an integral 
part of said members, and is comprised of a pair of 
attachment elements 59, 5 formed integrally with male 
member 29 and female member 30, respectively. 
Attachment elements 50, 51, as illustrated in FIG. 2, 

are comprised of a stiffening portion 52 and a sewing 
flange 53 serving as a sewing Surface for securement to a 
garment such as a brassiere 55 as illustrated in FIG. 8. 
The attachment elements 50, 5 as illustrated in FIG. 2 
assume a generally arcuate configuration adapted for use, 
with a brassiere 55, as presently to be described, and are 
integrally attached to necks 5, 6 of male and female 
members 20 and 38, respectively, along a portion thereof. 
The brassiere 55 utilizing the device of the present in 

vention is comprised of a pair of bust clips 55, 56', and a 
body-encircling band 57 extending from the outer perim 
eter of one cup 56 to the outer perimeter of the other 
cup 56' to form a brassiere of the type separable at the 
front thereof. Tape members 58 seamed along the inner 
perimeter of cups 56, 56' form pockets 59 for receiving 
and retaining therein the attachment elements 50, 51. A 
line of stitching 54 along tape member 58 and sewing 
flange 53 is provided for permanent securement of the 
device to the brassiere. 

In the utilization of the fastener 10 where two separable 
edges 61, 61' are desired to be joined, as for example the 
edges of a jacket 68, the securing means are comprised 
of attachment elements 50, 51 having a stiffening portion 

. 62 with a sewing flange 63, said elements 50, 5 being per 
pendicular to the male member 28 and female member 30 
and integral with the respective neck portions 5 and 6. 
It will be noted that the attachment elements 50, and 51. 
assume a configuration in conformity with the edges to 
which attachment is effected. It will thus be obvious that 
where it is desired that a curved edge be joined, the con 
figuration of attachment elements 50, 51 will approximate 
such edge. A line of stitching 64 passing through the 
flange 63 is provided for anchoring said device to the 
garment 60, said device preferably being disposed upon 
the inner surface of garment 60 as illustrated in FIG. 9. 

Fastener 10 of the present invention when applied to a 
belt 70 for utilization with a pair of trousers 7 as illus 
trated in FIG. 11 is provided with attachment elements 
72, 72' being of substantially rectangular eyelet con 
figuration as illustrated in FIG. 5. The forward ends of 
said elements 72, 72 are integral with neck portions 
15, 16, respectively, and the opposite ends thereof, hav 
ing lateral bars 73, are adapted to engage the ends of belt 
76 therearound, which are anchored by stitching 74. 
The various attachment elements forming the securing 

means utilized with the fastener 8 according to the pres 
ent invention as heretofore described are substantially 
mirror images of each other. The configuration assumed 
by such securing means, however, is entirely dependent 
upon the nature of the edges of articles being joined, and 
the nature of the surface to which jointure is desired. 

For example, in the embodiment shown in F.G. 6, the 
female member 30 is provided with an attachment element 
80 comprising a frame-like member S1 provided with an 
inwardly disposed hook-like member 82, said frame 81 
being integral with neck 6 of female member 30. In 
tegral with the neck 15 of male member 20 is an attach 
ment element 80', comprising an outwardly disposed 
oblique portion 83, and a substantially vertical portion 
84 extending therefrom, said vertical portion 84 being 
provided with an aperture 85 for receiving therethrough a 
nail, screw or the like. The oblique portion 83 and 
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4. 
vertical portion 34, may be provided with a rib 83 for 
reinforcement for maintaining said portions upon a ver 
tical plane. Where, for example, the device shown in 
FIG. 6 is utilized with a drapery (not shown), the hook 
like member 82 may be tucked within the fold thereof 
So as to dispose the female member 30 upon the drapery, 
and a nail, or screw passing through aperture 85 and em 
bedded into a wail of like surface will anchor the male 
member 29 thereupon. Coupling of the female member 
36 carrying with it a drapery as before described, and 
forming a part of attachment element 89, to male mem 
ber 20 forming part of attachment element 38' is effected 
by coupling as heretofore described. 
Where fastener 10 is desired to be utilized in joining 

the edge of an article to a cylindrical surface, as for 
example, joining a drapery to a rod, the Securing means 
are modified to provide attachment elements 90, 30' as 
illustrated in FIG. 7. The female member 30 is provided 
with a vertical disposed stiffening portion 92 integral 
with neck 6, said stiffening portion 91 being provided 
with a sewing flange 92 to enable said member 30 to be 
appended to one of the surfaces being joined. A circular 
eye member 93 integral with neck 5 joining said eye 
member 93 to male member 20 is provided for anchorage 
to a cylindrical object such as a rod or the like. 
The separable fastener of the present invention illus 

trated in FIGS. 12 to 14 is an adjustable device, one appli 
cation of which is to adjustably fasten the back of a 
brassiere, is illustrated in FIG. 12. 
Such adjustable device comprises a male member 20 

having an elongated frame member 121 forming a fenes 
tration 122. At the forward end of frame member 2, 
integral therewith and projecting into fenestration 122, 
there is provided a resilient tongue member 123, said 
tongue member 23 being narrower than frame member 
22 so that when disposed upon the same plane as 

frame member 22, the tongue member 123 is adapted to 
fit within fenestration 22. Said tongue member 123 
is disposed upon an oblique plane and is provided with a 
shoulder 24, and a lip 125 at the free end thereof. 
The male member just described is in all respects simi 

lar to the male member previously described with respect 
to the fastener shown in FIG. 1. 
The female member, as illustrated in FIG. 13, con 

prises a base plate 131, having a pair of oppositely dis 
posed side walls 132, 33, and a rear wall 34 perpendicu 
larly disposed thereto along the edges of base piate 13. 
Each of walls 32, 133 and 34 is provided with an 
inwardly disposed shoulder 135. A front transverse bar 
136, parallel to the transverse axis of base plate 131 is 
provided at the forward end of female member 130. 
Said bar 136 connects shoulders 35, of side walls 132, 
133 to form a transverse aperture 138 at the forward end 
of female member 30, adapted to receive therethrough 
male member 20. A medial transverse bar 139 forms a 
front and rear fenestration 137, 37, respectively. 
From the foregoing it will be evident that in inserting 

the male member 20 into the female member 30, the 
tongue 23 may be lodged within the front fenestration 
$37, and secured against withdrawal by front transverse 
bar 36. Male member 120 may further be disposed 
within female member 36 so that tongue member 23 
is lodged within the rear fenestration 137 and retained 
therein by medial transverse bar 139. 
As illustrated in FIG. 12, the fastener may be utilized 

in a brassiere 150 comprising a pair of Spaced bust cups 
151,152 having secured thereto body encircling bands 153, 
154, respectively, extending around the body of a Wearer 
and separable at the rear thereof. Said body encircling . 
bands 153, 54 are attached in the conventional manner 
to securing means 145, 146 such as an eyelet, of male 
member 120 and female member 30, respectively, as 
heretofore described. It will be seen that the brassiere 
150 is thus provided with adjustability and can be made 
tighter or looser depending upon the placement of the 
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tongue member 123 in the front or rear fenestration 37, 
137, respectively. 

It is apparent that changes and modifications may be 
made in the apparatus as herein described, and as so 
changed, a modified structure would still fall within the 
ambit of this invention. 

For example, either one or both of the neck portions 
15 and 16 of the male 20 and female 36 members, respec 
tively, may be provided with button-holes (not shown) 
for securing said members to the separable edges joined 
by the use of conventional button-hole sewing machines. 
Button-holes may likewise be provided on base plate 31 
of female member 38 in order to provide for the use of 
conventional apparatus in securing such member to a 
desired surface. 

I claim: 
1. A fastener device comprising: 
a pair of separable members, 
one of said separable members having an elongate base 

plate, 
said base plate having wall portions projecting in a 

generally common direction from adjacent at least 
an end portion and opposed side portions and bar 
like structure extending between the opposed side 
wall portions in spaced relationship to the end wall 
portion to define a housing having a fenestration 
therein with that end portion of the housing which 
is opposed to the end wall portion thereof being 
Substantially open and unobstructed, 

the other of said separable members comprising an 
elongate frame member having opposed side and 
end portions and a fenestration therein together with 
a resiliently disposed substantially solid tongue mem 
ber having a thickness substantially the same as the 
thickness of the frame member projecting from one 
end portion of the frame member into the fenes 
tration whereat the tongue member terminates in a 
free end portion, 

said tongue member defining an inclined surface ex 
tending from flush with the frame member to a loca 
tion outside the fenestration whereat the surface ter 
minates to define a shoulder facing the free end por 
tion and closer to the free end portion than to the 
one end portion forming a notch having a depth not 
greater than the thickness of the bar-like structure 
extending along said tongue member from said 
shoulder to said free end portion, 

the frame member being receivable within the housing 
by projecting the one end portion of the frame mem 
ber through the open and unobstructed end portion 
of the housing with the shoulder and free end por 
tion of the tongue member into the fenestration of 
the housing and into engagement with said bar-like 
structure to substantially securely position said 
tongue within said housing to preclude the advent 
of protuberances by relative movement between 
said tongue and said housing, and maintain a flush 
relationship therebetween and with the side portions 
and the one end portion of the frame member be 
ing in engagement with the side and end wall por 
tions of the housing, 
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said frame member and the tongue portion thereof 

being disposed in a plane substantially common to 
the plane of the housing and within the confines 
thereof when the frame member is attached thereto, 
and 

means for attaching said separable members to separa 
ble and adjoining areas. 

2. A fastener device as defined in claim , wherein: 
said means for attaching comprises: 
attaching elements integral with said separable mem 

bers, and extending outwardly thereof; 
at least one of said attaching elements being configured 

to at least in part assume the contour of the areas 
to be joined. 

3. A fastener device as defined in claim 2, wherein: 
at least one of said attaching elements comprises: 
a stiffening portion; and 
a flange for attachment to each of said adjoining areas. 
4. A fastener device as defined in claim i, wherein: 
said one of said separable members comprises: 
a medial bar-like structure bridging the side wall por 

tions generally longitudinally therealong; 
said medial bar defining: 
a plurality of fenestrations for selectively receiving 

therein said tongue member. 
5. A fastener device as described in claim i, wherein: 
the opposed side wall portions of Said housing have 

iongitudinal channels therein and the one end wall 
portion of said housing has a rear channel therein, 

the opposed side portions and said one end portion of 
the frame being receivable within the longitudinal 
channels and the rear channel, respectively, by pro 
jecting the said one end portion of the frame mem 
ber through the open and unobstructed end portion 
of the housing with the side portions and the one end 
portion of the frame member being substantially in 
engagement with the longitudinal channels and the 
rear channel of the housing to preclude any relative 
movement between the frame member and the 
housing. 
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