
March 21, 1950 W. H. HOLLOPETER 2,501,277 
INDICATING GOLF CLUB m 

Filed July 15, 1946 2. Sheets-Sheet l 

: 
SS : : e23 , + 

Yes 
P 

N 

SS 

8 : RS 

a22%247zf 

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  



March 21, 1950 W. H. HOLLOPETER 2,501,277 
INDICATING GOLF CLUB 

Filed July l5, 1946 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

S. 
S 

RS S S. 6 

+ 3.kÉ?o 3. 
Z 3. aa j63 S 

% % 2. 
a s% NSN 

S N 

S 

2Z2 aS 
SAPAy 

422 

25 

-2ez6. 
azaazett 

size 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

      

  

  



Patented Mar. 21, 1950 2501277 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
nocal or cite 

William H. Hollopeter, Oakland, Calif. 
Application July 15, 1946, Serial-No. 683,697 

This invention relates to an indicating golf, club. 
:An object of the invention is to provide a golf 

clubs suitable for use in naakirag-practice strokes 
wherein a golf ball may be driven into a Suitable 
arresting devices such as a: Suspended fabric or 
the like and which will indicate to... the person 
using: the club whether his stroke; thereWith is 
such as: to cause the ball to veer to the right or 
to the left of the intended flight, that is, “hook' 
or 'slice', and ther approximate degree thereof. So 
that appropriate, steps may be taken to make cor 
rection. By having, the indicator thus embodied 
on the golf club itself practice shots,may be taken 
inia, relatively limited space and although the 
actual flight,of the ball before it is arrested by 
the fabric is relatively shortans accurate indica 
tion may be obtained, indicative of whether the 
approximate degree thereof. - 
*Another object of the invention, is, to provide 

a golf club having the above-mentioned charac 
teristics and , which has incorporated therein...a 
means which will indicate approximately the 
length of flight...that the ball would have taken if 
it had not been arrested by the arresting fabric. : 
With the foregoing...and other, objects in view, 

which will be made manifestin the following de 
tailed description, and specifically pointed out in 
the appended, claims, reference is had to the sac 
'companying, drawings for an illustrative embodi- : 
ment of the invention, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of the head of a golf 
club embodying the present invention the 'shank 
of the club being illustrated in horizontal section; 
Fig.2 is a view.in-end elevation of the club 

shown in Fig.1; 
Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the club, head, 

the bottom cover thereof being shown as having 
been removed and parts being illustrated in hori 
zontal section. This yiew may be regarded as 
having been taken substantially upon the line 
3-3 upon. Fig.2 in the direction indicated; 

Fig. 4 is a vertical section taken substantially 
upon the line 4-i-4, upon Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 3 the parts illus 
trated in horizontal section therein being taken 
substantially upon the line 5-5 upon Fig.-2 in 
the direction indicated; 

Fig. 6...is a sectional view taken substantially 
upon the line-6-6 upon Fig. 5; and 
Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken substantially 

upon the line 7-7 upon Fig. 6. 
Referring to the accompanying drawings 

wherein similar reference characters designate 
similar parts throughout, the improved golf club 

4. Claims. (Cl.:273-7) 
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has a head generally indicated at: it which may 
conform in-shape to the shape of a conventional 
driver or brassy. This head may be: attached to 
the sharak in any, conventional or preferred 
form. Ehestriking face of the head is provided 
by a platen 2 which is laterally slidable. With re 
lation to the body of the head. G. Gon the back 
of the platen there is preferably, a rib. 3.; slidable 
in a groove on the forward side of the body...that 
guides the platen i2, during; its lateral sliding 
movement. The platen also, carries. Studs 4 that 
extend through elongated slots. 5 in the body of 
the head 9. and these studs are surrounded by 
means of eoimpression Springs 6 pressing, against 
Washers, . The studs being slidable in the elon 
gated slots, 5 permit. of lateral-sliding movement 
of the piaten and the pressure of the Springs: 6 
on the washers. serves to cause the platen to 
he frictionally held in any position to which it is 
in oved. Opposed...witness marks indicated at f8 
and 9 are formed on the head: G. and the platen 
2 : respectively. These witness marks ; when 
aligned indicate that the platen 2 is in a central 
or 'neutral position with relation to the body of 
the head. ...Within the head to there is disposed 
a...counterweight 20 pivoted; as at. 2 within the 
head and carrying:...a lever: arm 22 disposed be 
tween Spaced lugs 23 on the platen. The counter 
weight. 20 is movable, in the same plane as that 
in which the platen: 2 is movable and is Solar 
ranged that as the golf club is swung the counter 
weight will be. Subjected to the same centrifugal 
action, as the paten 2. The design is Sugh that 
the weight of the counterweight 20:multiplied by 
the leveral'in from the pivots2 to its center of 
gravity is eglial to the Weight of the platen 20 
multiplied: by the length pf the lever: arm from 
its center, of gravity to the pivot; 2. Conse 
quently. When the club is. Swung opposing mo 
rebS. are created by centrifugalagtion about the 
pivot; 2. AS, these mgments are equals and ar. 
opposed the platen, 2 Will not be displaced cen 

that positi 
than the cent£ifugal forces. . . . 
iWithin the head and extending at substantially 

there is: a tubular guide formed by: spaced 
24, and 25that extend downwardly from the 
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fastened to the forward end of the weight. Along 
one side the weight has ratchet teeth 29 engage 
able by a pawl 30. The pawl is pivotally mounted 
at the side of the guide and is urged into en 
gagement with the ratchet teeth 29 by means of 
a Spring 3f that may be secured to the bottom 26. 
An arm 32 is Secured to the pawl and extends 
upWardly through the top of the head and 
through a slot 33 therein. The top of this arm 
is equipped with a button. 34. On the weight 2 
there is an upstanding finger 35 arranged be 
neath a slot 36 in the top of the head and along 
the Sides of this slot there may be graduations 37. 
The operation of the club is substantially as 

follows: In making practice shots with a golf 
ball the platen 2 is adjusted so that the witness 
marks i8 and 9 are opposite each other. The 
button 38 is moved to cause the pawl 30 to dis 
engage the ratchet teeth 29 and thus allow the 
Weight 27 to be returned by the spring 28 to 
the back of the head. The club is swung in the 
conventional manner and during the Swinging of 
the club the platen 2 is held against being 
thrown outwardly under centrifugal action by 
the counterweight 20. When the ball is struck 
if the club head is moved in Such a direction as 
to impart a "hook' or 'slice' thereto this will 
disturb or displace the platen 2 with respect to 
the body of the head and will be observable by 
the Witness marks 8 and 9 becoming disaligned. , 
Thus if the ball is struck in such a manner as to 
cause a "slice,' platen f2 will slide outwardly or 
toward the toe of the club head. Conversely if 
the ball is struck in Such a manner as to create 
a "hook' the platen 2 will slide inwardly. Once 
that the platen has been displaced from its nor 
mal or neutral position it remains in this dis 
placed position throughout the Swinging move 
ment of the club due to the frictional engage 
ment of the Washers 7 with the back of the for 
Ward side of the club head. 
At the instant of the impact there is a slight 

arresting of the forward movement of the club 
head and the inertia, of the weight 27 causes this 
Weight to slide forwardly in its guide against 
the action of the tension Spring 28. During for 
ward movement of the weight the ratchet teeth 
merely slide or pass beneath the pawl. The pawl, 
however, locks the weight in its forwardmost 
position and the extent to which the Weight has 
moved forwardly may be read on the graduations 
37 against the finger 35. Thus the improved golf 
club serves not only to indicate whether the ball 
is being driven with a "hook' or a "slice' but 
also indicates on the graduations 37 the approxi 
mate distance that the ball Would be driven de 
spite the fact that the actual flight of the ball 
may be arrested by a canvas fabric or the like 
quite close to the point where the ball is driven. 
The entire structure within the head is prefer 
ably enclosed by means of a removable bottom 
38 which is fastened to the bottom of the head by 
means of screws passing through drilled and 
tapped ears 39 on the body of the head. 
From the above-described construction it will 

be appreciated that a practice golf club is provid 
ed which will indicate not only the approximate 
distance that the ball would be struck if allowed 
to continue its flight but will also indicate wheth 
er the ball is being hit with a "hook' or a 'slice' 
So that protective measures may be taken. After 
each strike the platen f2 if displaced is returned 
to its normal or neutral position and the pawl 
is caused to release the weight by means of the 
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4 
button 34 to allow the weight 27 to return to its 
initial position. 

Warious changes may be made in the details 
of construction without departing from the spirit 
and scope of the invention as defined by the ap 
pended claims. 

I Clain: 
i. A golf club having a head, means provid 

ing a striking face for the head, said means 
being mounted on the head for lateral movement 
relatively thereto in the course of striking a 
golf ball thereWith, and means for indicating a 
neutral position of the striking face providing 
means with relation to the head whereby the 
direction of displacement of the striking face 
providing means relative to the head can be as 
certained. 

2. A golf club having a head, means providing 
a striking face for the head movable outwardly. 
toward the outer end of the head or inwardly 
toward the inner end of the head from a neu 
tral position, and means for counterbalancing 
the striking face providing means so that dur 
ing swinging of the club it will not be shifted re 
atively to the head by centrifugal forces devel 
oped therein. 

3. A golf club having a head, means providing 
a striking face for the head, means shiftably 
mounting the striking-face providing means on 
the head for movement toward the toe of the 
head or toward the heel thereof from a neutral 
position, a counterweight mounted on the head 
for movement toward the toe or toward the . 
heel, and means connecting the striking-face 
providing means and the counterweight in mu 
tually counterbalancing relationship whereby 
when the club is swung centrifugal forces devel 
oped in the striking-face providing means and 
the counterweight respectively will counterbal 
ance each other and the striking-face providing 
means will be displaced from its neutral posi 
tion only by the manner in which it may engage 
a ball. 

4. A golf club having a head, means providing 
a striking face for the head, means shiftably 
mounting the striking-face providing means on 
the head for movement toward the toe of the 
head or toward the heel thereof from a neutral 
position, a counterweight pivotally mounted in 
the head for movement about its axis of rota 
tion toward the toe or toward the heel, and 
means connecting the striking-face providing 
means and the counterweight in mutually coun 
terbalancing relationship whereby when the 
club is swung centrifugal forces developed in 
the striking-face providing means tending to 
shift it toward the toe will be counterbalanced 
by centrifugal forces developed in the counter 
weight and the striking-face providing means 
will be displaced from its neutral position only 
by the manner in which it may engage a ball. 

WILLIAM. H. HOLLOPETER. 
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