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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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So all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, JosEPH. McINTEER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Franklin, in the county of Simpson and 
State of Kentucky, have invented a new and 
useful Wire-Fence Stretcher, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to improvements in 

wire fence stretchers. . 
The invention has for its object to provide 

for readily and effectively performing the 
stretching or stressing operation, especially 
as in erecting a woven-wire fence bodily in 
position. 
A further object is to provide for effecting 

such woven wire fence stretching or stress 
ing operation with the aid or employment 
of a number of intermediate members as 
chains or the like, or a single like medium 
or member. 

readily reversing or changing the position 
of the manually actuated lever under condi 
tions making this necessary as in avoiding 
any obstructing object which would other 
wise interfere with the requisite action or 
manipulation of said lever. 
A still further object is to carry out the 

aforesaid ends in a simple, expeditious, 
economical and effective manner. 
The invention consists of certain instru 

mentalities and features Substantially as 
hereinafter fully disclosed and defined by 
the claims. 
In the accompanying drawing illustrating 

the preferred embodiment of my invention 
wherein it will be understood that various 
changes and modifications may be made as 
relates to the detailed construction and ar 
rangement of the parts without departing 
from the spirit of my invention Figure 1 is 
a side elevation of my improved stretcher 
in full lined and dotted lined positions as in 
performing the stretching operation. Fig. 
2 is an edge elevational view thereof; Figs. 
3 and 4 are sectional views produced upon 
the lines a-ae and y-y, respectively, of 
Fig. 2. . . 
In carrying out my invention, I employ 

a duplicate arrangement or pairs of parallel 
members or bars 1, each pair or arrangement 
1, including two longitudinal bars 2 prefer 
ably rectangular in general outline, said bars 
being connected at their ends, preferably, 
by suitable bolts 4 and 5, respectively. The 
two pairs or arrangements of longitudinal 

bars 2 are in turn pivotally connected by a 
short transverse bar or “header’ member 6, 
the same connecting means or bolts at one 
end of each arrangement or pair of longi 
tudinal members serving in common there 
With to effect such connection between said 
longitudinal members and said transverse 
“header’ member. Said “header’ member 
or bar has suitably connected thereto a 
clevis-like member or loop 7, through the 
medium of which and a suitable chain 8 or 
like means inserted therethrough, connec 
tion may be effected between the device or 
stretcher and any suitable stress or force re 
sisting object, as a tree-stump or post 9 im 
provised for the purpose for suitably anchor 
ing the stretcher in effective position. 
The pairs of parallel members 2 have their 

opposite ends equipped with hooks or claws 
10, said hooks or claws being preferably 

A still further object is to provide for formed from plate-metal each twisted inter 
mediate its length, the inner ends thereof 
being received and loosely held between the 
pairs of parallel members by the same means 
or bolts effecting connection between the 
corresponding ends of the latter. The free 
or Outer ends of the hooks or chains 8, which 
range at right angles to the trend of the 
shank or body portion thereof, extend or 
point laterally away from each other so as 
to allow of readily effecting connection 
therebetween and the links of chains 11 pre 
Sumably Secured at a common point upon an 
inclosure or fence forming woven wire fabric 
which it may be desired to suitably stretch 
or erect bodily in position, as constrasted 
with simply stretching a single wire. How 
ever, by simply withdrawing the attaching 
bolts of the hooked or claw members 10 and 
reversing the relative position of said claw 
members, the same then being pointed oppo 
sitely with the terminals arranged contigu 
Ous, it will be noted that said hooked or claw 
members may be disposed to suitably en 
gage and effect the stretching of a single 
wire, as is believed to be apparent. 
A suitable manually actuated lever 12, 

preferably of flat-metal or bar outline, has 
its inner or one end suitably pivoted inter 
mediate two or a pair of the longitudinal 
members 2, about centrally thereof, prefer 
ably by means of a bolt 13 which, however, 
is unequipped with the usual nut or a key 
for its effective retention in place. Said 
lever has pivotal connection in like manner 
as at 14 with the opposite pair of corre 
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sponding longitudinal members and where 
by it will be noted that, by suitably actuat 
ing said lever, with said pairs of longitudi 
nal members applied as above indicated, the 
latter Will have a back and forth shuttle 
like movement directed from the “header’ 
member 6 and be intermittently engaged 
from side to side with separate links of the 
chains 11 one in advance of the other, thus 
providing for suitably effecting the Wire 
or fence stretching operation, as in bodily 
erecting the same in position. In event an 
obstructing object, as a tree or the like, 
should interfere with suitably manipulating 
or actuating the lever 12 as initially dis 
posed, the position of the lever may be re 
versed with respect to the opposite sides 
of the longitudinal members 2, to overcome 
such difficulty. To this end, the lever 12 
has a duplicate arrangement of pivot-bolt 
receiving apertures 15, 16, in its hand-en 
gaged portion whereby, with the With 
drawal of the pivot bolts 13, 14 and the 
movement of the lever to bring the opposite 
end-portion thereof in position for the in 
sertion of the pivot-bolts 13, 14 through the 
apertures 15, 16, respectively, the lever may 
be actuated from the opposite side of the 
longitudinal members, its previously piv 
oted portion forming the handle in that 
case, as will be readily appreciated. 

It is clearly manifest from the foregoing 
disclosure, including the accompanying illus 
tration or drawing that my invention is char 
acterized for its extreme simplicity involv 
ing but few parts, accordingly inexpensive 
of manufacture, while it is convenient of ap 
plication and actuation, besides being adapt 
ed for effecting the stretching or stressing 
operation with facility and expedition, and 
for adjustment so as to avoid obstructions 
which would otherwise interfere with the 
operation of the device. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A device of the character described, 

including pairs of longitudinal members, 
means effecting pivotal connection between 
the pairs of longitudinal members, at One 
end of each pair, and a lever having pivotal 
Connection with said longitudinal members 
about centrally thereof, said pairs of longi 
tudinal members being equipped with means 
for aiding the stretching operation and said 
pivoting means of connection having con 
nected thereto anchoring means. 

1,010,44i. 

2. A device of the character described, 
including pairs of longitudinal members, 
a transverse-bar member having pivotal con 
nection with said pairs of longitudinal 
members at One end of each pair, means at 
the opposite ends of said pairs of longitudi 
nal members for aiding the stretching op 
eration, a manually actuated lever having 
pivotal connection with said longitudinal 
members, about-centrally thereof, and an 
choring means applied through said trans 
verse bar member for said longitudinal mem 
bers. 

3. A device of the character described, 
including pairs of longitudinal members, 
means effecting pivotal connection between 
said pairs of longitudinal members, at One 
end of each pair, means connected to said 
longitudinal members for aiding the stretch 
ing operation, means for anchoring said lon 
gitudinal members in position and a manu 
ally actuated lever pivotally connected to 
said members about centrally thereof. 

4. A device of the character described, 
including pairs of longitudinal members, 
means effecting pivotal connection between 
said pairs of longitudinal members at One 
end of each pair, means connected to Said 
longitudinal members for aiding the stretch 
ing operation, means for anchoring said 
longitudinal members in position, and a 
manually actuated ever having pivotal con 
nection with said longitudinal members, 
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about centrally thereof, said manually actu 
ated lever having duplicate pivot-receiving 
apertures therein to allow of the pivotal 
connection of said lever, at either end. 

5. A device of the character described, 
including pairs of longitudinal members, 
means effecting pivotal connection between 
said longitudinal members, at One end of 
each pair, means for actuating said longi 
tudinal members, and claw-members loosely 
connected to said longitudinal members at 
the forward ends of the latter, said claw 
members being adapted for reversibility as 
respects the relative position of their object 
engaging ends. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own, I have hereto affixed my signature 
in the presence of two witnesses. 

JOSEPH MCINTEER. 
Witnesses: 

'JESSE TARPLEY, Jr., 
CHAs. W. GILLESPIE. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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