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Lo all whom it may concern!

Be it known that I, Gace MasoNn WHEELER,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Steilacoom, in the county of
Pierce and State of Washington, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Life-Preserving Devices, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention has reference to improve-
menis in life preserving devices and it is
the principal object of the invention to pro-
vide a life saving suit capable of buoyantly
supporting the body of the wearer in water
and so designed that it may be quickly
adapted to the body of a wearer in an
emergency without the necessity of adjust-
ing various parts thereof in position upon
such wearer’s body or the fastening of time
absorbing devices, all of which are quite un-
desirable for use in emergencies, as for ex-
ample, in the wrecking of a vessel and kin-
dred disasters, where more often the facul-
ties of thought and decision of excited pas-
sengers are far from normal and it becomes
paramount that a form of life preserver
capable of quick and simple yet operative
adaption to the body of a wearer be sup-
plied.

Tt is also an object of my invention to
provide a water-proof suit of the character
mentioned which is constructed and de-
signed to protect the wearer from exposure
to the elements and to the water, should it
occur that the person be compelled to re-
main in the water for a prolonged period
of time, affording the greatest comfort pos-
sible by reason of its water-proof and warm
desion and construction.

Other novel features and arrangements
conducive of the object sought to be ac-
complished by my improved life preserving
suit, will be apparent from a perusal of
the accompanying drawing in connection
with the hereinafter contained specification
wherein like characters of reference are em-
ployed to designate corresponding parts in
said drawings in which— '

Figure 1 is a view of my improved suit
showing the same when not worn by a
person;

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary elevation of the

hood or head covering when not in use; and
Fig. 8 is a longitudinal section through
the suit showing the relation of its various
parts to the wearer’s body.
Having more particular reference to the

drawings, it is to be noted that the inven-
tion comprehends a body covering formed
of positively water-proof material 1, which
is provided with a wool or like warmth
giving lining 2, the covering consisting of
Jegs 8 having feet 4 integral therewith, the
heels of which are weighted with lead or
other suitable material -5, while a continu-
ous or one piece covering for the body proper
or trunk of a wearer designated at 6 is ex-
tended from the legs and is formed at its
upper end with a collar 7 having a gather-
ing or securing cord 8 arranged adjacent its
free end, said cord passing through rings
or eyelets 9 secured to said portion of the
collar and having its opposite ends arranged
adjacent to each other whereby to facilitate
tying of the same when said string has been
drawn to cause the collar to be moved over
the wearer’s shoulders into snug engagement
with his neck.. Sleeves 10 having hand cov-
erings 11 formed integral with the outer ends
thereof are extended from the opposite sides
of the covering 6 adjacent the shoulder re-
ceiving portions thereof, the hand coverings
being preferably in form of mittens whereby
the wearer may manipulate bis hands.

Joined to and extending about the waist
of the body covering 6 is a strip of ma-
terial 12, so arranged as to provide a pocket
for receiving air directed thereinto from a
tube 18 connected to the front portion thereof
and being of a length sufficient to permit
arrangement of its free end in the wearer’s
mouth in order that the pocket or life pre-
server proper may be inflated at will, a
suitable clamp 14 being attached to the tabe
13 to prevent the escape of air therefrom
when in its clamping position. In this con-
nection, it should be noted that the inflat-
able life preserver proper is located directly
beneath the arms of the suit, and in con-
sequence, a person wearing the same will be
insured proper buoyant support by the de-
vice without interference with movement of
the arms. Further by reason of the weighted
Leels 5 the wearer will be maintained in a
perpendicular or near perpendicular posi-
tion in the water. »

As means for covering the head, a hood
15 is provided and is permanently fastene
to the back of the upper end or collar of the
suit, the same being formed of material
similar to that from which the body cov-
ering is formed, and being lined with suit-
able material also. The forward portion
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of the hood is open to receive the face while
opposite lateral flaps 16 are formed on an
extension on the rear of the hood and are
adapted to be passed about the wearci’s
neck in which position they may be secured
by means of a gathering cord 17 arranged
through rings 18 secured to certain of the
sides of said flaps.

In using my improved life preserving
suit, the :person applies the same by passing
the feet thereinto by way of the opening in
its top, which as will be understood is suffi-
ciently large to permit the pulling of the
body covering up onto the user’s body. The
arms are now inserted in the slecves 10,
whereupon the collar 7 is pulled upwardly
as far as is possible. At this time, the gath-

-ering cord 8 is drawn to cause arrangement

of the same over the wearer’s shoulders and

its snug engagement with his neck. With

the body covering thus adapted the hood 15
is placed:or pulled up-over the wearer’s head
and the flaps 16 then secured in position by
drawing and tying the cord 17.

The suit may be worn during the emer-
gency and when necessary, the life preserver
proper can be quickly inflated by the wearer

who places the free-end of the tube 13 in -

his mouth and blows a sufficient amount of
air thereinto, whereat the clamp 14 is de-
pressed to prevent the escape of air from
the inflated preserver. Hence, when the
wearer enters the water, he will be buoy-
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antly supported in a feet downward posi-
tion therein.

If desired pockets 19 of suitable size may
be formed on the front and rear sides of the
covering 6 and so arranged as to have their
open ends at points convenient to a wearer.

rovisions or other necessities may be

placed therein for the sustaining of life in

the wearer.

Manifestly, the construction shown is ca-
pable of considerable modification and such
modification as is within the scope of my
claim, I consider within the spirit of my
invention.

What I claim is: :

4 life preserving suit having a collar ex-
tending from the upper end therecf and of
a size sufficient to permit the pulling of the
same onto the body of a user, means for
drawing the free portion of the collar over
the user’s shoulders and into snug engage-
ment with his neck, and a hood secursd %o
said collar having a rear longitudinal ex-

tension formed with oppositely disposed

lateral flaps adapted to pass about the neck
of the wearer and means on said flaps for
securing the same in position thereabout.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. ,
GAGE MASON WHEELER.
Witnesses:
Wu. L LercH,
O. M. Erraxp.
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