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The present invention relates to lamp sockets 
and especially to lamp sockets comprising a metal 

, Screw shell and center contact upon which a rub 
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ber casing or body is molded. The invention is 
well adapted for use in the construction of a 
portable waterproof lamp socket molded directly 
on to the end of a flexible cable or lamp cord 
and is particularly illustrated and described in 
this connection. It is to be understood, however, 
that this is only by way of example and that 
the invention is not limited thereto necessarily. 
In the drawing, the figure is a side elevation, 

partly in Section of a lamp Socket embodying 
the invention. Referring to the drawing, the lamp socket com 
prises a center contact , a screw shell 2, and a 
molded casing or body 3. The center contact 
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is fastened to a disk 4 of hard insulating mate 
rial by means of a hollow rivet 5, the rivet ex 
tending through the disk 4 and being flanged over 
on each side thereof. Disk 4 is located in the 
lower end of screw shell 2, the screw shell being 
provided with an inturned flange 6 against which 
the peripheral edge of disk 4 rests. The disk is 
thus held firmly in the bottom of the screw shell. 
Surrounding the screw shell is a steel sleeve T 
which extends throughout the length of the screw 
threads of the shell and fits tightly against them. 
The steel sleeve is positioned at its upper end by 
means of an outturned flange 8 on the upper end 
of the screw shell. Flange 8 serves to provide a 
flat surface of the width of the flange at the up 
per end of the screw shell. 
Molded directly on to the disk 4, center con 

tact , screw shell 2 and steel sleeve T is the 
rubber casing or body 3. It is also molded di 
rectly on to the cable or lamp cord 9 which may 
with advantage be rubber covered cable. 

In constructing the lamp socket, the two con 
ductors of the cable 9 have their ends soldered to 
rivet 5 and shell 2 as indicated at 0 and , after 
which the assembled parts are placed in a suit 
able mold and the rubber body 3 molded directly 
thereon. In this molding operation, a suitable 
plug is placed in the shell to close the opening 
therein so as to prevent rubber from entering the 
shell. The flange 8 forms a seat for a flange 
on the end of the plug so that it is correctly posi 
tioned in the mold. This serves to make unneces. 
sary the use of a threaded plug to screw into the 
shell while molding. Also, the flange 8, during 
the molding operation, serves to prevent rubber 
from being forced down between the shell and 
the steel sleeve 7. The socket may be provided 
with an extension f2 molded directly on the cord 

(C. 173-358) 
which forms a handle for the lamp socket. In 
the drawing, the central portion of the handle 
is shown broken away. It may be of any suit 
able length. 
The socket is provided with an integral wall 5 
3 adapted to receive and hold the inner end of 
a glass globe f4, the globe being preferably 
threaded to thread into threads on the inner sur 
face of the Wall. Also, the socket is provided with 
an annular groove 5 in which the split end clamp 
or ring 6 of a suitable guard 7 is fastened. 
Guard 7 is in the form of a cage formed from 
insulation covered wire and the split end clamp 
or ring f6 may be fastened in the groove by suit 
able threaded bolts (not shown). 
By providing a steel sleeve which surrounds 

the Screw shell 2 and providing the screw shell 
with a flange which projects over the end of the 
steel sleeve, I provide a construction wherein the 
Screw shell may be made of relatively thin ma 
terial, the steel sleeve serving to reinforce it and 
give it the necessary strength to withstand the 
pressure met with during the molding opera 
tion and when in use. The use of thin material 
for the shell is important from a manufacturing 25 
standpoint as it enables the screw thread to be 
formed therein easily. At the same time, the 
outturned flange, as pointed out above, serves 
to provide a shoulder for positioning the plug 
used during the molding operation and also to 30 
prevent material from being forced in between 
the shell and the sleeve during the molding op 
eration. 
What I claim as new and desire to secure by 

Letters Patent of the United States, is:- 
1. A lamp socket comprising a screw shell hav 

ing an outturned flange at its open end, a rein 
forcing sleeve surrounding the shell and extend 
ing throughout the length of the screw threads, 
the flange projecting beyond said sleeve, a Cen 
ter contact, and a body of insulating material 
molded directly on to said shell, center contact, 
and sleeve. 

2. A lamp socket comprising a screw shell hav 
ing an inturned flange at its inner end and an 
outturned flange at its outer end, a disk engag 
ing said inturned flange, a center contact car 
ried by said disk, a reinforcing sleeve surround 
ing the shell throughout the length of the screw 
threads and engaging said outturned flange, a 
cable having its conductors connected to said cen 
ter contact and shell, and a body of insulating 
material molded directly on to said shell, sleeve, 
disk and cable. 
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