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This invention relates to a holding means 
for employment in connection with a clothes 
line prop, and the invention has as its pri 
mary object to provide a prop which, when 

5 Once engaged with the clothes line, will re 
main in engagement therewith regardless of 
heavy winds or displacement thereof by play 
ful children or from any other cause, so that 
the clothes, fastened over the line, will not 

to be liable to come in contact with the ground 
Surface and become soiled. S. 
Another object of the invention is to pro 

vide a device for the purpose stated in which 
the clothes line engaging unit is so con 
structed that the prop may be manipulated 
to engage this unit with the clothes line and 
regardless of the distance at which the line 
is located above the ground, will act in such 
a manner that the engagement of the said 
unit with the clothes line may be effected 
without the necessity of making repeated at 
tempts to accomplish this result, and with 
great facility and in a few moments time. 
Another object of the invention is to so 

construct the clothes line engaging unit that 
the clothes line cannot possibly become dis 
engaged from the unit nor the unit from the 
clothes line, through any disturbance or dis 
placement of the prop. 
This invention also consists in certain other 

features of construction and in the combina 
tion and arrangement of the several parts, to 
be hereinafter fully described, illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing and specifically 
pointed out in the appended claims. 
In describing my invention in detail, ref 

erence will be had to the accompanying draw 
ing wherein like characters denote like or 
corresponding parts throughout the several 
views, and in which:- 

Figure 1 is a view in side elevation of a 
clothes prop embodying the invention ar 
ranged at the intermediate portion of a 
clothes line. 

Figure 2 is a similar view, in detail of the 
upper portion of the prop and illustrating 
clearly the clothes line engaging unit. 

Figure 3 is a view in elevation taken at 
right angles to Figure 2 and showing the 

0 detent member of the unit in closed position 
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in full lines, and in open position in dotted 
lines, the clothes line being shown in section. 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 3 but 
looking at the opposite side of the unit. 

In the drawing the prop, proper, is indi 
cated by the numerai 1 and may be of Wood 
or any other material, and of any desired 
length, and the numeral 2 indicates the 
ciothes line, and the numeral 3 the posts be 
tween which the line is strung. The clothes O 

line engaging unit is indicated in general by 
the numeral 4, and the same comprises a mem 
ber which may be formed from sheet metal and which comprises an attaching portion 5 
which is disposed against one side of the prop 
1 at the upper end portion thereof, and at its 
upper portion the attaching member 5 is 
formed with a notch 6 which includes a sub 
stantially semicircular lower end wall. 7, 
preferably of a diameter to accommodate the 
clothes line 2, and the said attaching mem 
ber 5 is formed at one side of the recess with 
an upstanding arm 8, which extends vertical 
ly for a portion of its length and is directed, 
at the upper portion of its length, laterally, 
above the notch 6, this arm being provided at 
its end with a head which is indicated by the 
numeral 9. At the opposite side of the 
notch 6 there is formed an upstanding por 
tion 10 which constitutes a shoulder which is 
located opposite the inner edge of the lower. 
portion of the arm 8 and has a slightly down 
Wardly inclined upper edge 11. The line re 
taining member of the unit is indicated in 
general by the ntlineral 2 and the same is 
likewise formed of sheet metal and comprises 
a body portion 13 through one end of which 
and the head 9 of the arm 8 is secured a pivot 
pin indicated by the numeral 14, the said 
body 13 extending from its pivoted end, be 
ide the curved offset upper end of the arm 8. 
The body of the retaining member 12...is 

further provided with a depending retaining 
finger 15 which extends downwardly from 
the lower edge of the body at the pivoted end 
thereof, and the lower end of which finger is 
designed to be normally held in frictional en 
gagement with the inclined upper edge 11 of 
the upstanding portion 10 of the member 4, 
the finger 15 being held in such engagement 
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inasmuch as, due to the Weight of the body 
portion of the member and location of the 
pivot 14 therefor, the member 12 is caused, 
by gravity, to assume the position shown in 
full lines in Figures 3 and 4 of the drawing, 
in which position the said lower end of the 
finger 15 engages the inclined upper end of 
the extension 10. 
From the foregoing description of the in 

vention it will be evident that the clothes line 
engaging unit of the prop may be readily en 
gaged with the clothes line to be propped by 
merely disposing the finger 15 with its outer 
edge in contact with one side of the clothes 
line at any desired point in its length, and 
then exerting a slight degree of pressure 
against the prop. So as to effect displacement 
or upward swinging movement of the detent 
member 12, to permit the clothes line to move 
past the finger 15 which is at this time swung 
away from the said projection 10, and after 
the line has become engaged in the notch 6, 
the detent member 12 will assume its normal 
position and, due to the inclination of the 
upper end 11 of the extension 10, any tendency 
of the clothes line to leave the notch will 
hereiy result in its riding against the inner 

side of the finger 15, and insure against any 
displacement of the detent member 12 to per 
mit of disengagement of the line from the 
line engaging unit, or vice versa. If desired 
the upper end of the prop 1 may be recessed 
as indicated by the numeral 10 so as to regis 
ter with the semicircular wall of the notch 
6 and also accommodate the clothes line. 
What I claim is:- 
1. A clothes line prop embodying means 

for connecting the same, with a clothes line, 
said means comprising a member carried by 
the prop and provided with a clothes line re 
ceiving notch and with a portion at one side 
of said notch constituting a shoulder, and a 
line retaining member pivotally mounted 
upon the said member and provided with a 
head extending laterally beyond the pivot 
and with a finger normally held in engage 
ment with said shoulder, thru gravity, of the 
member the said shoulder being in the path of 
movement of the end of the finger. 
2. A clothes line prop embodying means 

for connecting the same with a clothes line, 
said means comprising a member carried by 
the prop and provided with a clothes line 
receiving notch, an arm extending from the 
nelmber at one side of the notch, a shoulder 
extending from the member at the other side 
of the notch, and a detent member comprising 
a body pivotally connected with the said arm 
above the said shoulder, the body being pro 
vided with a detent finger extending down 
wardly therefrom below the pivot and held, 
by the weight of the body, in engagement 
with the shoulder. 

in testimony whereof I affix my signature. 
HENRY H. McKINNEY. 


