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( 57 ) ABSTRACT 

A new and distinct form of Lithodora plant characterized by 
yellow to lime foliage that maintains its color all summer , 
flowers , a low spreading habit , excellent dense branching 
with flower clusters at the end of every branch , excellent 
vigor , and good garden performance . 

( 51 ) Int . Ci . 
A01H 5 / 02 ( 2006 . 01 ) 1 Drawing Sheet 

Botanical denomination : Lithodora diffusa . 
Variety designation : ‘ LITGS ' . 

FIG . 2 shows the nine - month - old plants growing in full 
sun in July in Chiba , Japan . 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION DETAILED PLANT DESCRIPTION 
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The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar The following is a detailed description of the new Litho of Lithodora , given the name , ' LITGS ' . Lithodora is in the 
family Boraginaceae . This new cultivar was found in a dora cultivar based on observations of one - year - old speci 
nursery in Yelm , Wash . as a naturally occurring branch mens in May grown outside in the ground in the trial beds 
mutation of Lithodora diffusa ' Grace Ward ' , an unpatented in Canby , Oreg . Canby is Zone 8 on the USDA Hardiness 
plant . 10 map . Temperatures range from a high of 95° F . in August to 

The new cultivar is unique with its yellow to lime leaf an average of 32° F . in January . Normal rainfall in Canby is 
color . There are no others with yellow to lime leaves on the 42 . 8 inches per year . The color descriptions are all based on 
market known to the inventor . In addition it exhibits the The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart , 5th edition , 
following characteristics : 2007 . 1 . a low , spreading habit , 

2 . excellent dense branching with flower clusters at end of Form . — Spreading . every branch , 
3 . maintains the yellow to lime foliage color all summer , Type . - - Evergreen , mat forming subshrub / perennial / 
4 . excellent vigor , and groundcover . 
5 . good garden performance . Cold hardiness . — USDA Zone 5a - 8 . 
Compared to the mother plant , Lithodora diffusa ' Grace Size . — Grows to 55 cm wide and 9 cm tall to the top of 

Ward ' the new cultivar yellow to lime colored leaves rather the foliage . 
than green leaves . Vigor . — Excellent . 

The new variety has been reproduced only by asexual Branching . – Extremely well - branched . 
propagation ( stem cuttings and micropropagation using 25 Stem . Grows to 30 mm long , pubescent , internodes 
tips ) . Each of the progeny exhibits identical characteristics range from 3 mm to 7 mm long , Yellow Green 147C ; 
to the original plant . Asexual propagation by division and older woody stems grow to 3 mm wide , Brown 
micropropagation as done in Canby , Oreg . , shows that the 200A . 
foregoing characteristics and distinctions come true to form Roots . Fibrous , freely branching , plants root easily 
and are established and transmitted through succeeding 30 from stem tip cuttings . 
propagations . The present invention has not been evaluated Leaf : 
under all possible environmental conditions . The phenotype Type . — Simple . 
may vary with variations in environment without a change Arrangement . — Alternate . 
in the genotype of the plant . Blade size . — Grow to 14 mm long and 4 mm wide . 

Petiole description . Sessile . 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS Shape . — Linear lanceolate . 

Venation . — Pinnate . 
FIG . 1 shows a nine - month - old Lithodora ‘ LITGS ' in Margins . — Revolute . 

bloom growing in the trial field in May in Canby , Oreg . Apex . — Acute . 
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Base . — Truncate . and 5 mm wide ( connecting on the bottom 2 mm ) , 
Surface texture . — Pubescent of both sides . oblong , margins entire , tips obtuse , lobes top side 
Leaf color . — Top and bottom side spring , summer , fall Blue 101B with the midrib Violet Blue 98A , bottom 
and winter Yellow 11A including vein , darkening to side Violet Blue 98A ; tube Purple N79C . 
Yellow Green 144A where shaded . Calyx description . — campanulate , 2 mm wide and 6 

Inflorescence : mm deep , 5 - lobed , lobes linear lanceolate , tips acu 
Type . — Terminal cyme . minate , margins entire , both sides Yellow 11A and 
Number of flowers . — 3 to 6 per cyme . pubescent . 

Size of inflorescence . Spreads 3 cm wide and 1 . 5 cm Pistil description . — 1 , 11 mm long , ovary 4 lobed and 
about 1 mm long and 1 mm wide , Yellow Green deep . 

Peduncle . — None . 145C , style 10 mm long , White 155A , stigma White 
Pedicel . — None . 155A . 
Bloom period . — Middle of April to middle of May in Stamen description . — 5 , filaments 5 mm long and 

Canby , Oreg . Greyed Purple 187C , anthers 1 mm long and Greyed 
Flower bud : Yellow 158A , pollen Greyed Yellow 158D . 

Size . — 11 mm long and 3 mm wide at the widest point Fragrance . — None . 
prior to opening . Lastingness . - Acyme blooms for about 2 weeks on the 

plant . Description . — Tubular . Seed : Nutlets , none seen . Surface texture . — Pubescent . 
Color . - Purple N79D with Violet Blue 90C on top . 20 Pests and diseases : Lithodora have no major pests or disease 2 

Flower : problems . This plant has shown no special disease or pest 
Type . - Regular . resistance in Canby , Oreg . 
Shape . — Rotate to salverform . We claim : 
Corolla description . — 13 mm wide and 13 mm deep , 1 . A new and distinct form of Lithodora plant substan 
pubescent inside and outside ; tube 10 mm long and 23 nå 25 tially as shown and described . 
2 mm to 2 . 5 mm wide , 5 lobes , each lobe 6 mm long 
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FIG . 1 2008 , KG . 2 below 


