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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICHK.

RUFUS SCHELL, OF PATTON, MISSOURL

CORN-SHOCKER.

$49,718.

Application filed May 27, 1908.

To all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that I, Rurus ScuzLn, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Patton,
in the county of Bollinger and State of Mis-
souri, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Corn-Shockers, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to improvements in
corn shockers and its object is to provide a
simple and practical device of this character
which may be produced at a small cost and
will be strong and duarable and which may
be conveniently and effectively used for
forming large or small corn shocks or the
like.

With the above and other objects in view,
the invention consists of the novel features
of construction and the combination and
arrangement of parts hereinafter fully de-
scribed and claimed, and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, in which—

TFigure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved corn shocker; Fig. 2 is a rear eleva-
tion; and Figs. 8 and 4 are vertical and hori-
zontal sectional views.

The invention comprises a body 1 adapted
to be placed against the shock and carrying
means for drawing together the ends of a
binding rope, cable or the like 2 which passes
around the shock. To support the body 1
when in use, it is provided with a pointed
arm 3 adapted to be forced into the shock
and also with a leg or brace 4, which latter is
preferably united to the bottom of the outer
portion of the body by a hinge 5. As illus-
trated, the body consists of a longitudinally
curved front plate or member 6 to bear
against the side of the shock and from the
center of which the arm 3 projects; and it
also consists of top and bottom plates 7, 8
united by the front plate 6 and a rear plate
9. A handle 10 is preferably provided on
the top plate 7 to permit the body to be con-
veniently carried and manipulated when
forming the shock.

The mechanism for drawing together the
ends of the binding cord 2 comprises a
winding shaft 11 journaled in bearings 12
on the plates 6, 9 and having one end of the
cord 2 attached to it, as shown at 13, while
the other end of said cord is detachably en-
gaged with a hook 14 provided on the shaft
between the plates 6, 9. The two ends of
the cord are wound in the same direction on
the shaft but project in cpposite directions.

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Feb. 15, 1910.
Serial No. 498,878, :

The intermediate portions of the cord pass
around grooved guide rollers 15 journaled
between the plates 7, 8 and disposed adja-
cent to an opening 16 and a slot 17 formed
in the front plate 6 for the cord 2. The slot
17 is adapted to receive the detachably con-
nected end of the cord so that when such end
is freed from the winding shaft it may be
disengaged from the body to permit it to be
readily passed around the bundles of corn
or the like from which the shock is formed.
The outer or rear end of the shaft 11 is pro-
vided with a squared or flat faced portion
to receive a removable crank handle 18
whereby the winding shaft may be rotated
to draw the ends of the cord together and
hence to tighten the cord upon the shock.
To prevent retrograde rotation of the shaft
and thereby hold the cord in its tightened
position, a ratchet wheel 19 is fixed to the
shaft and a gravity actuated dog or pawl
20 is pivoted at 21 on the plate 9 for engage-
ment with said ratchet wheel. When the
pawl 20 is swung upwardly out of engage-
ment with the ratchet the shaft may be ro-
tated to unwind the cord therefrom.

In using the invention, the pointed arm 3
is forced into the shock to support the inner
portion of the body while the outer portion
of the same is supported by the leg 4. The
free end of the cord is passed around the
shock and the loop or eye at its end engaged
with the hook 14. The crank 18 is then ro-
tated to wind the ends of the cord on the
inner portion of the shaft to thereby tighten
the cord around the shock.

From the foregoing it will be seen that
the invention provides an exceedingly simple
and practical device of this character which
may be produced at a small cost, which will
be strong and durable and which may be
easily and conveniently manipulated to form
corn shocks or the like.

Having thus described the invention what
is claimed is:

The herein described corn shocker com-
prising a body having a longitudinally
curved front plate having an aperture adja-
cent one end, and at its other end a longi-
tudinally extending notch, said body also
comprising top and bottom plates and a
connecting rear plate, a tapered arm rigidly
secured to the center. of the curved front
plate and projecting therefrom, grooved
antifriction rollers journaled between the
top and bottom plates adjacent the aperture
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and notch in the front plate, bearings upon
said front and rear plates, a Wmdlno shaft
journaled in said bearings and h‘wmo an
extended rear end, a cr ank handle upon the
latter, a ratchet wheel upon said shaft, a
pawl pivoted upon the back plate for en-
gagement with said ratchet wheel, a bind-
g cord passed through the apeltule and
notch in the front phte and around the
grooved rollers, one end of said cord being
permanently attached to said shaft and its
other end attachably secured thereto, an in-

verted U-shaped handle arranged upon fhe
top plate, and a foldable supportlno leg
hinged to the rear edge of the bottom phte %)
and adapted to fold “into parallel relation
with said tapered arm.

In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

RUFUS SCHELL.

Witnesses:
C. W. Hawgs,
Fraxk J. BirrLe.
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