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To all whony t6 may concern: .

Be it known that I, Eramr W. Gisss, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Can-
ton, in the county of Stark and State of Ohio,

. 5 have invented certain new and useful Tm-
provements.in Tops; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description-of the same, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawing, mak-

10 ing a part of this specification, and to the nu-
merals and figures of reference marked there-
on, in which— : o

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the top,
showing the holder removed. Fig. 2 is a
15 side elevation showing the holder partially
detached of disconnected from the top ex-
cept the actuating-spring.  Fig. 3 is a verti-
cal section showing all of the parts assembled
and connected togetner. Fig. 4 is a plan top
2c view of the top-body. Fig. 5 is a detached
view showing the different parts of the top-
body proper, showing the top handle or stem
and the spindle connected together, or all of
the parts in position to be connected asillus-

25 trated in Fig. 3. Fig. 6 is a bottom or under
side view of the holder and its spring, also
showing the top-engaging pin or point. Fig.
7 is a vertical section of the top-handle,
showing the spindle and thé air-closing disk

30 properly connected. :

The present invention hds relation to im-
provements in tops especially designed to be
used in connection with springs for impart-
ing a rapid rotary movement to the top-

35 body; and it consists in the novel arrange-
ment hereinafter described, and particularly
pointed out in the cldims. '

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the

40 drawing.

In the accompanying drawing, 1 repre-
sents the top member, and 2 the lower mem-
ber, of the top-body, which members consist
of two pieces or halves preferably formed of

45 metal and stamped or pressed into the de-
sired form to produce a top-body when the
two sections 1 and 2 are connected together,

" as hereinafter described.  The top-section 1
s provided with the integral raised portion
50 or part 3, which integral raised part is for the

purpose of providing a means for connecting |

" the disk 4, so that a chamber or space will be -

! formed hetween the top surface of the disk 4-

part 3, as best illustrated in Fig. 3. - For the

connected that practically an air-tight joint

is. produced, thereby eutting off the inflow of .

purpose hereinafter described the disk 4 is so,

and the under surface of the integral raised
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air into the chamber of the top-body proper.

The disk 4 is spaced from the top of the inte=

6o

gral portion 3 for the purpose hereinafter de-

scribed:  The top face of -the-integral por-
tion 3 is provided with 8 seriés of curved m-
dentations or slots 5, which slots are located
substantially as showniand for the purpose
hereinafter désrribed the bottom of said:slots
-are provided with the inclined members or

metal upon their sides and one end, as:de-
sired, oy said inclined portions may be left,

entirely integral, 1l desired, as the only-ob-

jeet to be accomplished is to provide & recess

with an inclined bottom: “To the holderior,
spring twisting-head 6 is connected the lock-'
ing-pin 7, which locking-pin'is extended into:,

the holder or sprimgriwisting-head; as illus-
trated in Fig.3,and above said pin is locate
the spring 8, whichspring , is ' for- the p

pose of normally hd]’/(i,iﬁg'~;tr}'1‘é‘;lbc“king‘—piﬂyiﬁ‘

its lowermost positio} f o
For the purpose 'of 'preventing ‘the pin
from becoming accidentally,

lips 52, which members may be.cut from the.

‘detached it-is'
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provided with the hdad 9; Which limits the

downward movement \of the locking-pin and .

at the same time connects the pin to the

manner that it cannot be detached. The
spring 8 is held between the head 9 and thé
disk 10, said disk being securely connected
in any convenient and well-knowp manner

holder or spring twisting-head 6 in such a
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to the holder or spring twisting-head 6. To - -

spring 11 by means of a short nail or equiva-
lent device 12. ~ The spring 11 is located in
the holder 6, and its lower convolution ex-
tended below or beyond the connecting end
of the holder 6 and provided with the hook
13, which hook is for the purpose of engaging
one of the apertures 14, formed in the inte-
gral raised portion 3. The top handle or
stem 15 is located through the aperture 16,
its bottom or lower end seated snugly against
the top or upper face of the disk 4, as best
illustrated'in Figs. 3 and 7. The top handle

the holder or twisting-head 6 is attached the
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“"ders can be carried out rvegardless of their

seamed or connected together, and in order

[

or stem 15 is provided with the recess 17,
which recess is formed of suflicient depth to |
properly connect the top or upper end of the |
spindle 18 to said handle or stem 15. "The !
spindle 18 is provided with shoulders 19 and |
20, which shoulders are preferably formed by |
fattening the spindle 18; but this manner of
forming the shoulders is mechanical, and 1L
do not desire to be confined to any particu-
lar manner of forming the shoulders 19 and
20, as the function performed by the shoul-

formation. The top and bottom shoulders
are spaced apart equal to, or substantially
s0, to the distance between the under face of
the-disk 4 and the top face of the lower top-
segtion 2, reference being had to the placing
of suitable reinforcing-washers 21 and 22.

It will be understood that when the top-
sections 1 and 2 are brought together their
meeting edges should be, and must be, so lo-
cated that the two sections can be properly

to accomplish this result and to provide for
any slight variations the reinforcing-washers
may be Increased either in number or in
thickness; but I prefer to increase-or de-
crease the number of washers and formw the
washers of uniform thickness, so that proper
adjustment éan be made for the slight varia-
tions which may be found either in the exact
distance of the shoulders between the spindle
orsize of the top-sections 1 and 2. Tt is well
understood that slight difference exist as to
the exact sizs of different parts, although the
parts are intended to be interchangeable one
with the other. By my peculiar arrange-
ment in connecting the spindle and handle,
the top-sections, and the disk 4 together they
can all be brought together, and when the
top-segtions are properly seamed the closing
of the $ham will snugly bind all the parts to-
gether, S0 as to produce a rigid structure,
without soldering or brazing. By extending
the top handle or stem through the integral
top 8 it will be supported at a point above
its bottom or lower end, and theteby pre-
vent any prying movement or action as be-
tween thé spindle and the top stem or handle.

In use the holder 6 is placed in the posi-
tion illustrated in Fig. 3 and rotated until the
spring 11 is brought into proper tension,
after which the handle or stem 15 is forced
downward, thereby releasing the locking-pin
7 from its engaging Tecess or slot, at which
time the stored power of the spring imparts
a whirling movement to the top-body by rea-
son of the engagement of the hook 13 with
one of the apertures 14, The hook 13 must

be so shaped that it is free to become disen-

gaged from its engaged aperture 14. :
¥or the purpose of producing what might |
be termed o ‘“huwming top” the lower sec- |
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tion 2 is provided with the apertures 23 ; but
in order to produce a humming sound the in-
flow of air into the hollow top-body must be
cut ofl, and for this purpose and for the pur-
pose of bracing the top handle or stem 15 the
cisk 4 is provided.  The holder 6 s free to be
rotated in the direction to compress the spring
1T and is held against backward movement
by reason of the locking-pin engaging the end
of one of the slots or recesses formed in the
imtegral top portion 3; but by reason of the
end of the focking-pin riding up the inelined
bottom of the slot no resistance is offered to
rotate the holder to wind or store energy in
the spring 11. '
Having fully deseribed my invention, what
Ielaim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, ls—

I. Ina top, a top-body formed in'scetions,
the upper section provided with recesses hav-

~ing inclined bottoms and apertures, a hglder

having connecied theveto, w spring, said
spring adapted to be connected atits free end
to the top-body and a locking-pin, a spring
adapted to actuate the locking-pin in one
direction and a top-stem and a spindle con-
nected together, said spindle and top-stem
connected to the top-body, substantially as
and for the purpose specified.

2. Ina top, a top-body formed in sections
and the seciions adapted o form a hollow
top-body, a disk spaced frome the under side
of the upper top-body section, o spindle pro-
vided with shoulders, said shoulders adapted
to formn supports for the top-body sections, a
top handle or stemw secured to the spindle and
a holder provided with a spring, means for
holding one end of the spring against rotation
with the rotation of the holder und means for
holding the holder against rotation in one di-

“rection and against the foree of the spring,

substantially as and for the purposespecitied.

3. Ina top of the class desertbed, u hollow
top-body provided with apertures, a spindle
connected to said top-hody, a disk located in
the upper portion of the top:=body and spaced
from the under surface of the top-body, said
disk adapted to atmospherically close the up-
per or top portion of the top-body, a top-
handle secured to the spindle and its lower
cnd seated upon the disk and extended be-
low the top of the top-body and a holder pro-
vided with s spring adapted for conmection
with the top-body and means for holding the
holder against rotation in one direction, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

4. Ina top of the class deseribed, the com-
binatioi of a top-body formed in sections, a
spindle provided with shoulders reinforcing-
disks seated upon the shoulders and adapted
to space the top-body sections, & top handle
or stemn connected to the spindle and aholder
provided with a spring, » spring-actuated
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locking-pin carried by the holder and means
for detachably connecting the spring to the
top-body, and meaps for temporary engage- |
ment of the top-body with the spring-actu-
5" ated locking-pin, substantially as and for the |~ Witnesses:
. purpose specified. g _ i F. W. PrevER,
In testimony that I claim the above T | S. M. NaysmiTs.

have hereunto subscribed my name in the
presence of two witnesses.

ELMER W. GIBBS.




