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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-39, 56-59

an optical fiber alignment device comprising:

an alignment housing including first and second ends, the
alignment housing defining a fiber insertion axis that
extends through the alignment housing between the first and
second ends, the alignment housing including a fiber
alignment region at an intermediate location between the
first and second ends;

first and second fiber alignment rods positioned within the
alignment housing, the first and second fiber alignment rods
cooperating to define a fiber alignment groove that extends
along the fiber insertion axis;

first and second fiber contact members positioned within the
alignment housing; and

a biasing arrangement for urging the first and second fiber
contact members generally toward the fiber alignment groove,
wherein the first and second fiber alignment rods each
having rounded ends positioned at the first and second ends
of the alignment housing;

2. claims: 40-55

a fiber optic connector comprising:

a connector body having an interface end;

a shutter mounted at the interface end of the connector
body, the shutter being movable between a closed position
and an open position; and

a latch mechanism carried with the connector body, the latch
mechanism being movable between a latching position where
the latch mechanism retains the shutter in the closed
position, and a release position where the shutter can be
moved from the closed position to the open position.
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