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(57) Abstract: The present disclosure relates to methods of quantifying nucleic acid molecules immobilized on an electrode of an
electrochemical assay chip. Such quantification can be used in testing and quality control of assay chips. Materials and instrumen-

tation useful in performing such techniques are also disclosed.
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Claims Nos.: 1, -9, 12 (in part)

Present claims 1, 6-9 and 12 relate to methods defined inter alia by
reference to an unspecified "frequency". The use of this unusual
parameter in the present context is considered to lead to a lack of
clarity because this parameter cannot be clearly and reliably determined
by objective procedures which are usual in the art. The description only
provides support for this "frequency" being the "readout frequency" (see
[0017]), viz. the scan rate/sampling rate/sweep rate setting of the
experiment, which is only sufficiently defined if referring either to
the scan rate U/t [volt/second]l, or alternatively to both frequency THz]
and potential step [V]. As the present definition lacks any indication
of the potential step employed, any scan rate could be construed to fall
within the scope of the claims merely by adjusting the potential step.
This makes it impossible to compare the claims to the prior art. As a
result, the application does not comply with the requirement of
disclosure and clarity under Art. 5 and 6 PCT.

This lack of disclosure and clarity is to such an extent that the search
was performed taking into consideration the non-compliance in
determining the extent of the search. The single embodiment (Example 1,
[0026]) provides support for frequencies of 50, 150 and 300 Hz at a
voltage step size of -10 mV, but the description does not seem to place
any particular restriction on possible values for said potential step.
The search of said claims was consequently directed to prior art using
parameters common in the technical field.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline €-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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