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Application filed April 25, 1919. serial No. 292,539. 

To all thom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, HENRY L. GUTH, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Nappanee, in the county of Elkhart and 
State of Indiana, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Tables, of 
which the following is a specification. 
The object of this invention is to provide 

a table for supporting a tabulating, adding 
or other office machine therein so that the 
machine can be readily positioned for use 
by an operator using the table to support 
data to be referred to in operating the ma 
chine. 
And a further object of the invention is to 

provide for conveniently positioning the 
machine in relation to the data supported 
on the table so that the operator will be re 
lieved of eye strain in operating the mal 
chine. 
In the accompanying drawings illustrat 

ing a preferred embodiment of the inven 
tion 

Figure is a perspective view of my im 
proved table showing the machine support 
ing parts in normal open position but omit 
ting the machine to more clearly illustrate 
the invention; Fig. 2 is a top plan view of a portion of 
the table showing a machine, indicated in a 
general way, in a preferred position on the 
Support; A 

Fig. 3 is a transverse sectional view 
through the table and the machine support, 
showing the latter and the cover in closed 
position; 

Fig. 4 is a similar view showing the Sup 
port and cover in open position: 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the sup 
port. 

Referring to the drawings, 6 designates 
the table which is provided at one side with 
a compartment for the machine and its Sup 
port. This compartment is formed by the 
side walls 7, 7, extending from the front S 
to the back 9 of the table and by the inclined 
bottom 10 which is fastened to the sides 7, 
7, and extends from the front 8 part way 
or entirely to the back 9 as may be desired. 
A support 11 for the machine 12 is arranged 
on the bottom 10 and the front of the table 
is recessed at 8' so that in open position the 
support will rest upon the front 8 below the 
top 13 of the table which is recessed at 13' 
to accommodate the machine in operative 
position. A flexible cover 14 of the roll-top 

Variety is arranged to slide in grooves 15 to 
close the recess in the top and front of the 
table. When the machine is not in operative position and this top is arranged to lie flush 
With the top of the table so that the latter 
may be used for ordinary purposes with the 
miehine inclosed in the compartment. The machine is removably arranged on 
the Support 11 or it may be fistened thereto, 
if desired, by any suitable fastening means. 
I have found it convenient to arrange the 
machine between cleats 16 which are scieved 
or otherwise fastened to the support 11 and 
Which confine the machine in fixed position thereon. The machine may be positioned 
Squarely on the support but I consider it ad 
antageous to arrange the cleats so that the 

machine will be positioned langularly with 
respect to the Support, as shown in Fig. 2, 
as this will be more convenient for the Op 
erator. 

Slides 1 having inclined front edges 17 
are secured on the underside of the support 11 adjacent the rear ends thereof and operate 
in slots 18 in the bottom 10 of the compart 
ment. The inclined edges 7 of these slides 
are adapted to slide on the beveled front 
edges 19 of the slots 18 and the construction 
is such that when the support is pulled for 
Ward from closed position (Fig. 3) to open position (Fig. 4) the support will rest in 
horizontal position upon the front S and 
the slides 1 will rest upon the beveled edges 19. To hold the support in this open posi 
tion I provide Some suitable form of spring 
detent 20 to engage a recess 21 on the under 
side of the table, this detent preferably hav 
ing an arm 22 extending down through an 
Opening 23 in the bottom 10 so that it can 
be conveniently reached beneath the front S 
to release the detent from the support and 
er hit the Support to be returned to closed 
position (Fig. 3). The support is prefer 
ably provided with a cross piece 24 at the 
front thereof forming a handle by which it 
can be conveniently adjusted to closed or 
open position. 
My invention provides a simple, neat and 

convenient arrangement for storing an office 
machine when not in use in a table so that 
the table can be used for ordinary purposes 
and so that the machine can be quickly brought into operative position. I prefer 
to construct the parts in such proportions 
that when the machine, such as a calculating. 
tabulating or similar machine, is brought 
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into operative position the keyboard will lie 
substantially in the plane of the table top 
although it is my present opinion that the 
preferable construction is one which will 
bring the keys slightly above the plane of 
the table top. It is customary for the op 
erator to operate such a machine with his 
right hand, using his left hand in connec 
tion with the papers containing the data 
which he is transferring to the machine. 
By thus locating the machine with its key 
board in approximately the same plane as 
the data lying on the table" alongside the 
machine the focalization of the data and the 

5 keyboard will be substantially the same and 
that strain upon the eyes which results from 
a constant shifting of focalization in work 
of this character is entirely avoided, Or. 
at least, very greatly reduced. As before 
stated, prefer to arrange the machine in 
an angular position on the shiftable support 
so that the keyboard will be more conven 
iently disposed to the operator. The cleats 
or other means for holding the machine in 
position on the Support, may, however, be 
disposed in any manner desired to position 
the machine squarely on the support or 
otherwise. 

I prefer to secure blocks 28 on the bot 
tom 10 adjacent the front S and having 
inclined upper edges to form tracks on 
which the front of the support slides as the 
support is moved to open or closed posi 
tion. These blocks facilitate the shifting 

ort and the construc 
tion is such that the front of the support 
travels up the inclined edges of these blocks 
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to the top of the recessed front 8 before the 
slides 17 engage the beveled edges 19. This 
intermittent engagement of the support 
with the parts which elevate the support in 
its opening movement eases this movement 
and facilitates the operation. This con 
struction also enables the closing as well as 
the opening movement without shock or iar 
to the machine and without objectionable 
noise. - 

I may provide a yielding buffer 25 on the 
bottom 10 of the compartment to be engaged 
by the rear end of the support and suitable 
cushions 26 on the bottom of the support 
and on the bottom 10 to reduce the noise and 
prevent shock when the support is shifted 
to closed position. I also prefer to provide 
stop bars 27 on the sides 7 of the compart 
ment to be engaged by the support and to 
limit the upward and forward movement 
thereof as will be readily understood. 
I am aware that changes in the form and 

proportion and arrangement of parts of my 
invention may be made without departing 
from the spirit or sacrificing the advantages 
thereof and I therefore reserve the right to 
make all such changes as fairly fall within 
the scope of the following claims. 

1,872,169 

claim : 
1. A table provided with a compartment 

therein having an inclined bottom wall, said 
bottom wall having slots therein, a platform 
free within said compartment and normally 
resting on said bottom wall, slides project 
ing from the under side of said platform 
and operating in said slots, said slides hav 
ing inclined edges to operatively engage 
the forward edges of said slots to raise said 
platform as said platform is moved for 
Wardly relative to said bottom wall. 

2. A table provided with a compartment 
therein having an inclined bottom and a 
front extending above the bottom, said bot 
ton having slots therein and beveled edges 
at the forward ends thereof, and a shiftable 
Support free within said compartment and 
having slides on the underside thereof op 
erating in Said slots so that the support may 
rest flatly upon said bottom, said slides hav 
ing, inclined edges to operatively engage 
said beveled edges and hold the support in 
horizontal position resting upon said front 
when shifted forwardly. 
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3. A table provided with a compartment 

therein having an inclined bottom and a 
front, said bottom having slots therein and 
beveled edges at the forward ends thereof, 
a flat shiftable support free within said com 
partment and arranged to rest in inclined 
position on said bottom back of said front 
and having triangular shaped slides operat 
ing in said slots, the forward inclined edges 
of Said slides being arranged to operatively 
engage said beveled edges and hold the sup 
port in horizontal position elevated above 
the bottom and resting upon said front when 
shifted forwardly. 

4. A table provided with a compartment 
therein having an inclined bottom, sides and 
a front, Said bottom having slots therein 
and beveled edges at the forward ends there 
of, a flat shiftable support free within said 
compartment and arranged to rest in in 
clined position on said bottom back of said 
front and having slides on its underside to 
operate in said slots, said slides having in 
clined edges to engage said beveled ed 
when the support is moved forwardly and 
shift the support from an inclined position 
on the bottom to a horizontal position rest 
ing upon the front, and means on said sides 
for limiting the upward and forward ad 
illustment of the support. 

5. A table provided with a compartment 
therein having a fixed inclined bottom and 
a front, a shiftable support free within the 
compartment in inclined position upon said 
bottom, and means for supporting the sup 
port in horizontal position in its forward 
adjustment with the forward portion of the 
Support resting upon said front and the rear 
portion resting upon and elevated above said 
inclined bottom. 
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6. A table provided with a compartment 
therein having an inclined bottom and a 
front, said bottom having slots therein and 
beveled edges at the forward ends thereof, 
a shiftable support arranged within the 
compartment in inclined position on said 
bottom, said support having slides operating 
in said slots and provided with inclined 
edges to operatively engage said beveled 
edges, means for limiting the upward and 
forward adjustment of Said support to rest 
upon the front and with said slides resting 
upon the bottom, and means for locking the 
support in this adjusted position. 

7. A table provided with a compartment 
therein having a bottom and a front, a ma 
chine support free within said compartment 
and adapted to support a machine in Said 
compartment in storage position or in posi 
tion for operation, there being an opening 
in said bottom adjacent Said front, and a 
detent engaging the support to lock it in 
position for operation and having a releas 
ing arm extending down through said open 
ing into position accessible beneath said 
front. 

S. A table provided with a compartment 
therein having an inclined bottom and a 
front, said bottom having slots therein and 
beveled edges at the forward ends thereof, 

8 

a shiftable support having slides operating 
in said slots and with inclined edges to op 
eratively engage said beveled edges, and 
blocks at the front of said bottom and hav 
ing inclined upper edges over which the 
front of the Support travels to position upon 
the front of the compartment. 

9. A table provided with a compartment 
therein having a bottom and a front, said 
bottom having slots therein and beveled 
edges at the forward ends thereof, a shift 
able support having slides operating in said 
slots and with inclined edges to operatively 
engage Said beveled edges, and blocks at the 
front of said bottom and having inclined 
upper edges over which the front of the 
Support travels to position upon the front 
of the compartment, said slides and beveled 
edges being located in such relation to each 
other and to said blocks that the front por 
tion of the support will have been elevated 
in its travel on said blocks before the rear 
polition of the support is elevated by en 
gagement of the slides with the beveled 
edges. 

HENRY L. G.U.TH. 
Witnesses: 

THOMAS J. BRICKETT, 
CLARA. M. GRAY. 
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