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CURSOR ADJUSTMENTS

BACKGROUND

A computing device may include a user interface where
an interaction between the computing device and a user may
occur. For example, a computing device may provide a
graphical user interface that allows a user to interact with the
computing device operating system and applications
through the use of graphical icons and visual indicators.
Sensing devices and surfaces may be utilized to translate
user touch and user movement into graphical user interface
movement and action.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a computing device to
perform cursor adjustments consistent with the disclosure.

FIG. 2 illustrates a diagram of an example of a processing
resource and a non-transitory computer readable medium to
perform cursor adjustments consistent with the disclosure.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram of an example of a
method to perform cursor adjustments consistent with the
disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A user may utilize a cursor positioning device to interact
with a computing device. As used herein, a cursor position-
ing device generally refers to a sensing device or sensing
surface connected to, in communication with, and/or inte-
grated with a computing device. A cursor positioning device
may include a peripheral device and/or an integrated device.
For example, a cursor positioning device may include a
mouse, a track pad, a handset, a joystick, a light pen, a
touchscreen, a trackball, etc.

A cursor positioning device may detect and accept as
input user touch and user movement. The cursor positioning
device may convert the input into a cursor positioning signal
output. As used herein, a cursor positioning signal may
include an electronic signal generated by a cursor position-
ing device to communicate the user touch, user movement,
and/or the magnitude of said user touch and user movement.

A computing device may receive the cursor positioning
signal as an input. The computing device may respond to the
cursor positioning signal. A response to a cursor positioning
signal by a computing device may include moving a cursor
along a path across a graphical user interface, making a
selection of a portion of a graphical user interface, and/or
displaying the movement or selection on a display. The
response of the computing device to the cursor positioning
signal may be based on the cursor positioning signal. That is,
a position of a graphical user interface selected, a distance
traversed across a graphical user interface, and/or a path of
that traversal may be determined based on the cursor posi-
tion signal.

Different users may have different physical characteristics
and different abilities that may influence their interactions
with a cursor positioning device. For example, a user may
have a unique digit length, unique limb length, unique
mobility limitations, unique cognitive abilities, unique
reflexes, unique hand-to-eye coordination, a unique range of
motion, and/or other unique abilities. The characteristics of
a user may influence an interaction with a cursor positioning
device by defining the ability of the user to perform manipu-
lations of the cursor positioning device. The characteristics
of a user may influence an interaction with a cursor posi-
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tioning device by defining the response that a user expects
to occur (e.g., a portion of a graphical user interface that the
user expects to be traversed, a path of that traversal, a
portion of a graphical user interface that the user expects to
be selected, etc.) in response to their manipulation of a
cursor positioning device. For example, a user with a first
range of motion may expect a cursor to traverse a virtual
distance along a particular path in a graphical user interface
in response to the user’s manipulation of a cursor position-
ing device by moving their finger a first physical distance
across a touchscreen in the natural world. A second user may
have a second, more limited, range of motion and may
expect a cursor to traverse the same virtual distance along
the same particular path in response to the user’s manipu-
lation of the same cursor positioning device by moving their
finger a second, more limited, physical distance across the
same touchscreen.

Additionally, different users may have different prefer-
ences for a response by a computing device to a cursor
positioning signal. A user may prefer a unique relationship
between an amount of user input to a cursor positioning
device and an amount of a response to the cursor positioning
signal. For example, a first user may prefer that a cursor
traverses a first virtual distance in response to the user’s
manipulation of a cursor positioning device by a physical
distance in the natural world. Simultaneously, a second user
may prefer that the cursor traverses a second, greater, virtual
distance in response to the user’s manipulation of the cursor
positioning device by the same physical distance. In some
examples, user preferences for the response may vary by the
user’s current body position, an operation the user is
engaged in, and/or an application the user is utilizing.

Regardless of whether a user’s expectation for a response
of'a computing device to a cursor positioning signal is based
on user characteristics or preference, a user’s satisfaction
with and efficiency of an interaction with a computing
device may be heavily influenced by the ability of the
computing device to meet these expectations. A user’s
ability to seamlessly interface with a graphical user interface
may ultimately determine an adoption rate associated with a
computing device and/or an operating system of a comput-
ing device.

Further, when a user’s intended cursor position and/or
cursor path is different from a cursor position or cursor path
manifested by the computing device in response to the
cursor positioning signal, erroneous operations may occur
on the computing device. For example, the cursor position-
ing signal may correspond to a user’s attempt to input text
into an application on the graphical user interface (GUI). As
such, the user’s intended cursor position and/or cursor path
may correspond to intended text input. Differences between
the user’s intended cursor position and/or cursor path and
the cursor position or cursor path manifested by the com-
puting device may generate erroneous text input resulting in,
for example, a spelling error. Beyond the frustration this
causes to a user, such an error involves corrective action to
be taken by the error or the computing device.

Attempts to alleviate such errors involve treating the
“symptom” of misspelled words without appreciating or
addressing the “disease” of discrepancies between the user’s
intended cursor position and/or cursor path and the cursor
position or cursor path manifested by the computing device.
That is, attempts have included utilizing a spell checker
and/or an auto-corrector that analyzes the text inputs and
identifies spelling errors and suggests alternatives, as with
the spell checker, and/or automatically picks the most likely
alternative to a misspelled or unrecognized word. However,
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since the discrepancies between the user’s intended cursor
position and/or cursor path and the cursor position or cursor
path manifested by the computing device are ultimately left
unaddressed in these attempts, the same and/or similar errors
can be repeated over and over. As such, the consumption of
additional computing resources to operate the spell checker
and/or auto-corrector will be repeated stealing computing
capacity, power, and battery life from the computing device.
Additionally, a user may be repeatedly annoyed by the
presentation and subsequent compulsory selection of alter-
natives to misspelled or unidentified words. Moreover, such
attempts may frequently result in embarrassing and frustrat-
ing unintended text being introduced into communications
through auto-correction (e.g., a misspelled text input being
auto-corrected to an inappropriate word in a text message
sent to another).

In contrast, examples of the present disclosure may
include computing devices, methods, and machine-readable
media to perform cursor adjustments based on error correc-
tions. The computing devices may, for example, provide a
first output associated with a first cursor path received from
a cursor positioning device. The computing devices may
determine a modified output of the first cursor path that is
different from the first output. The computing devices may
then determine a second cursor path based on the modified
output and determine an adjustment based on a difference
between the first cursor path and the second cursor path. The
computing devices may apply the adjustment to a third
cursor path.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a computing device 100
to perform cursor adjustments consistent with the disclosure.
The computing device 100 may be a type of device such as
a laptop computer, a desktop computer, a tablet computer, a
mobile computing device, a smartphone, etc. As used herein,
a computing device 100 may include processing resources
and/or machine readable instructions executable by the
processing resources. The machine readable instructions
may be stored on a memory resource of the computing
device 100 such as non-transitory computer readable
medium. The machine readable instructions may include
instructions for an operating system that manages computing
device 100 resources, applications, and services. The
machine readable instructions may include instructions to
generate and display a graphical user interface (GUI) on a
display 102 of the computing device 100.

The computing device 100 may include and/or be in
communication with a cursor positioning device. That is, the
cursor positioning device may include a device that is
peripheral to or integrated with the computing device. For
example, the cursor positioning device may include a
mouse, a track pad, a handset, a joystick, a light pen, a
touchscreen, a trackball, etc. In an example, the cursor
positioning device may include a touchscreen overlaid on
the display 102.

As described above, the cursor positioning device may
detect and accept as input user touch and user movement.
The cursor positioning device may convert the physical
input into a cursor positioning signal output. The cursor
positioning signal may be utilized by the computing device
100 as the basis for movement across and selection of
portions of the GUIL

The computing device 100 may receive the cursor posi-
tioning signal from the cursor positioning device. The com-
puting device 100 may determine from the cursor position-
ing signal an action or a movement to effectuate and display
in the GUI appearing on the display 102. A distance that a
computing device 100 will move and display the movement
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of a cursor may be determined based on, for example, an
amount of touch or movement input into the cursor posi-
tioning device. For example, if a user moved their finger
across a track pad four inches then the computing device 100
response may include twenty inches of movement of a
cursor across a GUI displayed on display 102. In contrast, if
a user only moved their finger across a track pad two inches
then the computing device 100 response may include ten
inches of movement of a cursor across a GUI displayed on
display 102.

The computing device 100 may determine from the cursor
positioning signal a cursor path 104 associated with the
cursor positioning signal. As used herein, a cursor path 104
may include the portion of a GUI that is traversed by the
cursor during an execution of the cursor positioning signal
by the computing device. For example, the cursor path 104
may include the location and/or X-Y coordinates of the
portion of a GUI that is under the portion of the touchscreen
manipulated by the user.

The computing device 100 may include a virtual keyboard
106 displayed on a portion of the display 102. As used
herein, a virtual keyboard 106 may include a displayed
virtual input method. For example, a virtual keyboard 106
may include a virtual manifestation of selectable characters
displayed on the display 102 as a result of the execution of
instructions by a processing resource of the computing
device 100. The selectable characters of the virtual keyboard
106 may include arranged as an alphanumeric virtual key-
board with a QWERTY layout.

A cursor path 104 may traverse the virtual keyboard 106.
For example, a user may slide his finger and/or stylus
creating an input path across a touchscreen over the virtual
keyboard displayed on the display 102 from a first letter of
a word to a last letter of a word. The touchscreen may
translate the physical touch of the user along the input path
to a digital cursor positioning signal communicating the
cursor path 104. The cursor path 104 may include the
portions of the virtual keyboard traversed by the user’s
finger in generating the cursor positioning signal and/or
traversed by the cursor upon execution of the cursor posi-
tioning signal by the computing device 100. A cursor path
104 may begin where a user starts manipulating the cursor
positioning device and end when the user terminates their
manipulation such as by lifting their finger or stylus off the
cursor positioning device. Each cursor path 104 may corre-
spond to a different word.

Selection of distinct selectable characters of the virtual
keyboard 106 may be inherent to the cursor path 104. The
cursor path may represent a series of virtual keystrokes
including selections of selectable characters that fall under
the cursor path 104. That is, the cursor path 104 may include
a first input of a plurality of distinct selectable characters that
fall under the cursor path 104. The computing device 100
may determine the selectable characters situated under the
cursor path 104. For example, the computing device 100
may receive the cursor positioning signal including the
cursor path 104 from the touchscreen. The computing device
100 may determine the selectable characters lying under the
cursor path 104. For example, the cursor path 104 is illus-
trated starting not aligned with any selectable character but
then traversing the “S”, “F”, “G”, “H”, “J”, “K”, “L”, “K”,
“J”, and then “R” selectable characters. As such, the cursor
path 104 received from the cursor positioning device may
correspond to an input of the text SFGHIKLKI followed by
a space.

The computing device 100 may utilize a predictive text
functionality to predict an intended word output associated
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with the cursor path 104. The predictive text functionality
may analyze the first input of the text “SFGHIKLKJ” to
predict the intended word output. The predictive text func-
tionality may predict an intended dictionary word format
output associated with the cursor path 104 by analyzing the
non-dictionary formatted word input, “SFGHIKLKI”, uti-
lizing a language model, a word search engine, a corre-
sponding word database, a priority of words within the
database, user priority habits in the database, word connec-
tion relationships in the data base, user priority on word
connection relationships in the database, and/or context in
the form of the last implemented function (e.g., last word
typed in a string of words).

For example, utilizing the predictive text functionality
discussed above, the computing device 100 may determine
a modified output 110. The modified output 110 may be an
output, such as a word, that is predicted to correspond to the
cursor path 104. The modified output 110 may be an output
that is different from the input resulting from a verbatim
execution of the input cursor path 104. For example, the
modified output 110 may include a word, such as a diction-
ary word, that has a different format (e.g., spelling, structure,
punctuation, vowel elisions, etc.) from the input resulting
from a verbatim execution of the input cursor path 104. In
the illustrated example included in FIG. 1, the user may have
intended to input a dictionary word such as “EAGLE” by
tracing the cursor path 104 on a touchscreen over the
SFGHJKLKIJ selectable characters. The computing device
100 may modify the non-dictionary word format
“SFGHJKLKJ” input resulting from a verbatim execution of
the cursor path 104 to the modified output 110 having a
dictionary word format of “EAGLE.” The modification may
occur without displaying the non-dictionary word format
“SFGHIKLKIJ” input.

Additionally, the computing device 100 may determine a
plurality of alternative modified outputs 108-1, 108-2, . . .
108-N utilizing the predictive text functionality discussed
above. The alternative modified outputs 108-1, 108-2, . . .
108-N may include a plurality of dictionary words that are
predicted to correspond to the cursor path 104.

The computing device 100 may generate the modified
output 110 without additional input, beyond the cursor path
104, from a user. The modified output 110 may be selected
from the plurality of alternative modified outputs 108-1,
108-2, . . . 108-N. The modified output 110 may be selected
from the plurality of alternative modified outputs 108-1,
108-2, . . . 108-N by the predictive text functionality
described above. The computing device 100 may generate
the modified output 110 in response to the selection.

Alternatively, the computing device 100 may generate the
modified output 110 in response to a selection of a modified
output 110. The selection of the modified output 110 may be
a selection of a modified output 110 from a user. For
example, the computing device 100 may present the plural-
ity of alternative modified outputs 108-1, 108-2, . . . 108-N
to a user for selection. The user’s selection among the
plurality of alternative modified outputs 108-1, 108-2, . . .
108-N may be utilized by the computing device to generate
the modified output 110. For example, the computing device
may output “EAGLE” responsive to a user selecting
“EAGLE” from the plurality of alternative modified outputs
108-1, 108-2, . . . 108-N.

The computing device 100 may determine a second cursor
path 112 based on the modified output 110. Determining the
second cursor path 112 may include determining modified
virtual keystroke of the virtual keyboard 106 to generate the
modified output 110. For example, determining a second
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cursor path 112 may include determining a virtual cursor
path that, when executed by the computing device 100,
would produce the modified output 110. Determining the
second cursor path 112 may include determining a preferred
second cursor path. A preferred second cursor path may
include a second cursor path 112 where the seclectable
characters corresponding to every letter in the modified
output 110 are traversed by the second cursor path 112 and
selectable characters corresponding to superfluous or incor-
rect letters are avoided. The preferred second cursor path
may include a second cursor path 112 that, when executed,
reduces the amount of alternative modified outputs 108-1,
108-2, . . . 108-N by reducing the amount of incorrect or
missed selected characters associated with the cursor path
104. In some examples, the second cursor path 112 may
include more selectable characters than the cursor path 104,
but the selectable characters may reduce the amount of
alternative modified outputs 108-1, 108-2, . . . 108-N or
make the identification of the modified output 110 more
likely than an execution of the cursor path 104. In the
example provided in FIG. 1 where the modified output 110
is the word “EAGLE”, the second cursor path 112 may be
determined to be a virtual cursor path starting on the
selectable character “E” and traversing the “A”, “S”, “D”,
“Fr, “G7, “H”, <, “K”, “L”, “K”, “]”, and then “E”
selectable characters since such a cursor path includes
section of the “E”, “A”, “G”, “L.”, and “E” letters present in
the modified output 110. Although illustrated as a broken
line for clarity, the second cursor path 112 may not be a
precise path, or a precise location and/or X-Y coordinates of
the portion of a GUI that is under the portion of the
touchscreen manipulated by the user. Rather, the second
cursor path 112 may be a range of locations and/or a range
of X-Y coordinates of the GUI corresponding to a preferred
cursor path. Further, while illustrated as a visible broken line
for clarity purposes, the second cursor path 112 may not be
displayed on the display 102 or be otherwise visible to the
user.

In addition to the location, X-Y coordinates, and/or select-
able characters associated with the cursor path 104 and the
second cursor path 112, the cursor path 104 and the second
cursor path 112 may include information related to direction
changes included in the cursor path 104 and the second
cursor path 112. For example, the cursor path 104 may
include information indicating that the direction of the path
changed at a position corresponding to a location just under
and between the “A” and “S” selectable characters and then
changed direction again at a position corresponding to a
location of the “L” selectable character. In contrast the
second cursor path 112 may include information indicating
that the direction of the path changed at a position corre-
sponding to the location of the “A” selectable character and
then changed direction again at a position corresponding to
a location of the “L” selectable character.

A computing device 100 may determine that a modified
output 110 has been determined and/or displayed on display
102. The computing device 100 may determine the second
cursor path 112 response to the determination that the
modified output 110 has been determined and/or displayed
on display 102.

The computing device 100 may compare the cursor path
104 and the second cursor path 112. For example, the
computing device 100 may compare the location, the X-Y
coordinates, and/or the position of direction changes asso-
ciated with cursor path 104 to the range of locations, the X-Y
coordinates, and/or the position of direction changes asso-
ciated with the determined second cursor path 112. Com-
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paring the paths may include determining a difference
between the cursor path 104 and the second cursor path 112.
Determining a difference may include determining where
the cursor path 104 diverges from and/or falls outside the
range of locations, the range of X-Y coordinates, and/or the
position of direction changes associated with the determined
second cursor path 112. Determining a difference may
include determining a type of difference between the paths.
Determining a type of difference between the paths may
include determining whether misalignments or distance dif-
ferences between the paths indicate whether the cursor path
104 fell short of reaching a portion of the second cursor path
112 and/or the cursor path 104 exceeded a portion of the
second cursor path 112. Such a determination may be based
on a determined handedness of a user. For example, deter-
mining the difference between the paths may include deter-
mining that cursor path 104 diverged from the second cursor
path 112 falling short of reaching the “E” selectable char-
acter as a starting point, falling short of reaching the “A”
selectable character after the “E” character, and then falling
short of reaching the “E” selectable character to end the
input for a right-handed user.

The computing device 100 may determine an adjustment
based on the difference between the cursor path 104 and the
second cursor path 112. For example, the computing device
100 may determine that a user has a characteristic (e.g., digit
length, range of motion limitation, proclivity to overestimate
the location of their input, etc.) that prevents the user from
being to properly reach the portions of the touchscreen
cursor positioning device that corresponds to where the
intended selectable characters are displayed. As such, the
computing device 100 may determine an adjustment to
accommodate the characteristic so that the users input and
the computing device’s 100 output match the user’s inten-
tions thereby improving the user experience.

That is, the computing device 100 may determine an
adjustment that, if applied to the cursor positioning signal or
the response thereto, would cause a portion of the cursor
path 104 to converge to a portion of the second cursor path
112. For example, the computing device 100 may adjust a
setting related to how the computing device 100 responds to
user input. In an example, the computing device 100 may
attribute more movement across the GUI and/or an adjusted
relationship between the location of the input on the user
positioning device and the location on underlying displayed
GUI corresponding to the location of the input. That is, a
computing device 100 may increase its sensitivity to a user’s
input and/or shift the interpreted location of the user’s input
such that application of the adjustment would have caused
the cursor path 104 to coincide with the second cursor path
112.

The computing device 100 may determine an adjustment
applicable to only a portion of the cursor positioning device.
For example, the computing device 100 may determine an
adjustment that modifies a sensitivity of a response and/or
shifts an interpreted location of input on a portion of the
touchscreen cursor positioning device over a portion of the
display 102 displaying a portion of the virtual keyboard 106
that has been determined to be associated with a difference
between the cursor path 104 and the second cursor path 112
(e.g., the portion of the displayed virtual keyboard 106
including selectable characters that the cursor path 104
indicates that the user has fallen short of or overshot while
entering their input).

Additionally, the computing device 100 may determine an
adjustment that changes the display 102 and/or the location
of portions of the GUI on the display 102. For example, the
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computing device may shift the displayed position of the
selectable characters on the virtual keyboard so that the
cursor path 104 would coincide with a second cursor path
112 if the second cursor path 112 was determined on the
basis of the modified displayed position of the selectable
characters.

In some examples, the computing device 100 may deter-
mine an adjustment that is applicable in a specific applica-
tion or type of application running on the computing device.
For example, the computing device 100 may determine an
adjustment that will be applied when a user is entering
cursor path inputs using a virtual keyboard for a text
messaging application and/or a web browsing application
running on the computing device. If the specific application
or type of application is not running on the computing device
100, the determined adjustment may not be applicable.

The computing device 100 may apply the determined
adjustment to a third cursor path. As used herein, a third
cursor path may include a cursor path associated with a
second user input that is distinct from the first user input
associated with the cursor path 104. That is, the third cursor
path is associated with a different and/or subsequent cursor
positioning operation by a user. For example, the third
cursor path may be a cursor path that is associated with a
next word input by a user. In an example, after a user has slid
his finger and/or stylus creating an input path across a
touchscreen over the virtual keyboard displayed on the
display 102 from a first letter of a word to a last letter of a
word generating the modified output 110, the user may lift
his finger or stylus and then repeat the process for a second
word generating the third cursor path.

Applying the adjustment to the third cursor path may
include adjusting the response of the computing device 100
to the third cursor path as described above. For example,
applying the adjustment to the third cursor may include
adjusting the response of the computing device 100 to the
third cursor path in a manner and magnitude that if applied
to the cursor path 104 would have resulted in the cursor path
104 coinciding with the second cursor path 112.

In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, the determined
adjustment may have included attributing increased hori-
zontal and vertical movement to portions of a cursor path
coinciding with the left most one third of the virtual key-
board 106. Such an adjustment, if applied to the cursor path
104 may have resulted in achieving the second cursor path
112 described above. The computing device 100 may apply
the determined adjustment to a third cursor path by attrib-
uting increased horizontal and vertical movement to portions
of the third cursor path coinciding with the left most one
third of the virtual keyboard 106. Therefore, while the
adjustment may be determined with respect to a cursor path
104 and a second cursor path 112, it may be applied to a third
cursor path input subsequent to and different from the cursor
path 104.

The user input and cursor paths described above are
generally described in relation to continuous gesture user
input such as trace path cursor positioning inputs commu-
nicated to the computing device 100 using a Swype®
keyboard. However, the examples are not limited to con-
tinuous gesture user input. For example, rather than a
continuous gesture user input a user may utilize a hunt-and-
peck form of user manipulation of the cursor positioning
device and the underlying virtual keyboard 106. A hunt-and-
peck manipulation may involve the user entering inputs by
individually and singularly selecting distinction portions of
the cursor positioning device and/or the underlying select-
able characters of the virtual keyboard 106 appearing on the
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display 102. For example, a user may attempt to individually
press the portion of the cursor positioning device corre-
sponding to the “E” selectable character, the “A” selectable
character, the “G” selectable character, the “L” selectable
character, the “E” selectable character again, and the space-
bar selectable character in order to input the word “EAGLE”
to the computing device 100.

In such examples, the cursor path 104 may correspond to
the location and/or X-Y coordinates of the portion of a GUI
that is under the portion of the touchscreen manipulated by
the user in each of the individual presses of the touchscreen
making up the input of the word. In such examples, the
modified output 110 may correspond to a corrected format
(e.g., spelling, structure, punctuation, vowel elisions, etc.) of
the input word. The modified output 110 may be determined
utilizing the predictive text functionality described above.
The second cursor path 112 of the examples may include the
location and/or X-Y coordinates of the portion of a GUI that
is under the portion of the touchscreen corresponding to
each of the selectable characters making up the modified
output 110. In such examples, the third cursor path may also
be based on a hunt-and-peck manipulation of a cursor
positioning device.

FIG. 2 illustrates a diagram 220 of an example of a
processing resource 222 and a non-transitory computer
readable medium 224 to perform cursor adjustments con-
sistent with the disclosure. In some examples, the processing
resource 222 may process and/or control data received from
a cursor positioning device such as a mouse, a track pad, a
handset, a joystick, a light pen, a touchscreen, a trackball,
etc. A memory resource, such as the non-transitory computer
readable medium 224, may be used to store instructions
(e.g., 224, 228, 230) executed by the processing resource
222 to perform the operations as described herein. A pro-
cessing resource 222 may execute the instructions stored on
the non-transitory computer readable medium 224. The
non-transitory computer readable medium 224 may be any
type of volatile or non-volatile memory or storage, such as
random access memory (RAM), flash memory, read-only
memory (ROM), storage volumes, a hard disk, or a combi-
nation thereof.

The example medium 224 may store instructions 226
executable by the processing resource 222 to determine a
compensatory portion of a cursor positioning signal. A
cursor positioning signal may be received from a cursor
positioning device. The cursor positioning signal may
include multiple portions. Distinct portions of the cursor
positioning signal may correspond to distinct movements
and actions of a cursor relative to a GUI once executed. In
some examples, the cursor positioning signal may include a
compensatory portion. As used herein, a compensatory
portion of a cursor positioning signal may include portions
of a cursor positioning signal associated with movements
and actions of a cursor relative to a GUI that once executed
adjust a displayed cursor position resulting from an execu-
tion of a portion of the cursor positioning signal to an
intended cursor position. The compensatory portion of the
cursor positioning signal may be a second portion of the
cursor positioning signal generated after the execution of a
first portion of the cursor positioning signal. For example, a
cursor positioning signal may include a first portion asso-
ciated with scrolling down a webpage that is generated by
actuating a scroll wheel upward, moving a mouse upward, or
sliding a finger upward across a touchscreen. Execution of
this first portion of the cursor positioning signal may result
in a cursor traversing a webpage downward and coming to
rest at a displayed cursor position on the GUI. However, the
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displayed cursor position may not correspond to an intended
cursor destination. That is, the user may have intended to
scroll further down the webpage or, alternatively, not as far
down the web page as the displayed cursor position. The
user may compensate for the difference between their expec-
tation and the reality of the displayed cursor position by
inputting a second compensatory portion of the cursor
positioning signal. For example, the user may scroll back to
the intended cursor position if the display cursor position
exceeded the intended cursor destination or the user may
scroll further if the displayed cursor position fell short of the
intended cursor position. The intended cursor position may
be determined as the position that the cursor comes to rest
for more than a threshold amount of time following the
execution of the compensatory portion of the cursor posi-
tioning signal.

Determining the compensatory portion of a cursor posi-
tioning signal may include identifying a portion of the cursor
positioning signal corresponding to a continuing a move-
ment of a cursor further in a same direction associated with
the cursor movement imparted from the execution of the first
portion of the cursor positioning signal. The continuing
movement of the cursor further in the same direction may be
determined to be a compensatory portion of a cursor posi-
tioning signal when it occurs after the execution of the first
portion of the cursor positioning signal, but within a thresh-
old time to the execution of the first portion of the cursor
positioning signal.

Additionally, determining the compensatory portion of a
cursor positioning signal may include identifying a portion
of the cursor positioning signal corresponding to a continu-
ing a movement that retraces back over the cursor movement
imparted from the execution of the first portion of the cursor
positioning signal. The continuing retracing movement may
be determined to be a compensatory portion of a cursor
positioning signal when it occurs after the execution of the
first portion of the cursor positioning signal, but within a
threshold time to the execution of the first portion of the
cursor positioning signal.

Further, determining the compensatory portion of a cursor
positioning signal may include identifying a portion of the
cursor positioning signal corresponding to a follow-up selec-
tion of a portion of the GUI (e.g., via a “click” of the user
positioning device) following an initial selection of a portion
of the GUI included in the first portion of the cursor
positioning signal that resulted in a null input, a void input,
and/or no output at the computing device. In some examples,
the follow-up selection may include a selection of a modi-
fied output corresponding to the initial selection (e.g., the
selection of an intended output corresponding to the initial
selection. The follow-up selection may be determined to be
a compensatory portion of a cursor positioning signal when
it occurs after the execution of the initial selection in first
portion of the cursor positioning signal, but within a thresh-
old time to the execution of the initial selection first portion
of the cursor positioning signal.

Further still, determining the compensatory portion of a
cursor positioning signal may include identifying a portion
of the cursor positioning signal corresponding to a selection
of'a portion of a GUI immediately preceding a deletion or an
undo operation imparted from the execution of the first
portion of the cursor positioning signal. The selection may
be determined to be a compensatory portion of a cursor
positioning signal when it occurs after the execution of the
deletion or an undo operation of first portion of the cursor
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positioning signal, but within a threshold time to the execu-
tion of the deletion or an undo operation of first portion of
the cursor positioning signal.

The example medium 224 may store instructions 228
executable by the processing resource 222 to determine an
adjustment to the cursor positioning signal. The adjustment
to the cursor positioning signal may be determined based on
the compensatory portion of the cursor positioning signal.
Determining the adjustment may include determining a
distance of cursor travel (e.g., in relation to a GUIL in
relation to a display, in relation to a display of the GUI, etc.)
that may be attributed to the compensatory portion of the
cursor positioning signal. For example, the distance of
cursor travel resulting from the execution of the compensa-
tory portion of the cursor positioning signal may be mea-
sured be measuring a distance between a cursor position
resulting from the execution of the non-compensatory por-
tion of the cursor positioning signal and a cursor position
resulting from the execution of the compensatory portion of
the cursor positioning signal.

Determining the adjustment may include determining an
adjustment to a response by the computing device to the
non-compensatory portion of the cursor positioning signal.
For example, the adjustment may include an adjustment that,
if it had been applied to the non-compensatory portion of the
cursor positioning signal, would have resulted in the arrival
of the cursor at the cursor position resulting from execution
of the compensatory portion without input of the compen-
satory portion of the cursor positioning signal. The adjust-
ment may be determined based on the above described
determined distance. In an example, determining the adjust-
ment may include determining an adjusted sensitivity setting
of the computing device to a cursor positioning signal that
would result in increasing or decreasing the amount of
cursor travel across a GUI imparted by execution of the
non-compensatory portion of the cursor positioning signal
such that the distance traversed by the cursor through such
an execution is adjusted by the above described determined
difference. That is, determining the adjustment may include
determining an adjustment that obviates the compensatory
portion of the cursor positioning signal based on the distance
of cursor travel associated with the compensatory portion of
the cursor positioning signal.

The example medium 224 may store instructions 230
executable by the processing resource 222 to apply the
adjustment to a subsequent cursor positioning signal. A
subsequent cursor positioning signal may include a cursor
positioning signal that is received subsequent to the execu-
tion of the non-compensatory and compensatory portion of
the cursor positioning signal. The subsequent cursor posi-
tioning signal may include a cursor positioning signal that is
received subsequent to the determination of the adjustment
to the cursor positioning signal. The subsequent cursor
positioning signal may include a cursor positioning opera-
tion by a user that is different from and/or input subsequent
to the cursor positioning signal used to determine the
adjustment.

Applying the adjustment may include adjusting a
response of the computing device to a subsequent cursor
positioning signal. For example, applying the adjustment
may include adjusting a sensitivity setting of the cursor
positioning device and/or a response of the computing
device to a cursor positioning device. In an example, if the
determined adjustment is an increased distance of cursor
travel, the computing device may increase the sensitivity
setting such that an amount of cursor travel across a GUI
imparted by an execution of the subsequent cursor position-
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ing signal is increased by a same magnitude as the deter-
mined adjustment. In another example, if the determined
adjustment is a decreased distance of cursor travel, the
computing device may decrease the sensitivity setting such
that an amount of cursor travel across a GUI imparted by an
execution of the subsequent cursor positioning signal is
decreased by a same magnitude as the determined adjust-
ment.

In this manner, a response of a computing device to the
subsequent cursor positioning signals input by a user may be
adjusted so that a user does not have to input compensatory
cursor positioning signals. That is, a user’s expectation of a
cursor position on a GUI resulting from an execution of a
cursor positioning signal will match the reality of where the
cursor ends up positioned on the display.

Applying the adjustment to a subsequent cursor position-
ing signal may include applying the adjustment in an appli-
cation-specific manner. For example, the computing device
may recognize a specific application and/or application type
that is being utilized by a user. Recognizing a specific
application may include determining the identity and/or
characteristic of an application that is in focus when a cursor
positioning signal is received. As used herein, an application
is in focus when it is running and it is the component of the
GUI that is selected to receive input. For example, if a slide
presenting application and a word processing application are
running on the GUI and a user begins typing text on a
keyboard, then the application interface where the text
appears is the application that is in focus. The application-
specific setting adjustment specific to the application that is
being utilized by the user may be applied responsive to a
recognition of the application. The specificity of the appli-
cation-specific adjustment may be determined based on the
specific application and/or application type that is in focus
during the receipt and execution of the first cursor position-
ing signal that the adjustment was determined from.

FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram of an example of a
method 340 to perform cursor adjustments consistent with
the disclosure. At 342, the method 340 may include identi-
fying, by a processor of a first computing device, a first
location corresponding to a missed character on a GUI. The
location may be the relative location and/or the X-Y coor-
dinates of the missed character on the GUI. The missed
character may be a selectable character included on a virtual
keyboard on the GUL.

The missed character may be a character that was not
selected by a cursor in an execution of a first cursor
positioning signal received from a first cursor positioning
device. The missed character may be identified based on a
modified output resulting from the execution of the first
cursor positioning signal. For example, the missed character
may be identified as a character that was not selected in a
string of characters identified in an execution of the first
cursor positioning signal but is present in a modified string
of characters making up the modified output. A predictive
text functionality may be utilized to generate the modified
string of characters.

At 344, the method 340 may include identifying, by the
processor of the first computing device, a second location on
the GUI corresponding to the execution of the first cursor
positioning signal. The second location of the GUI may
correspond to a relative location and/or the X-Y coordinates
of where the cursor was displayed during the execution of
the first cursor positioning signal. Specifically, the second
location of the GUI may correspond to the location of the
miss. That is, the second location of the GUI may corre-
spond to a position of where the cursor was displayed during
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the execution of the portion of the first cursor position signal
corresponding to a time or order of input where the missed
character failed to be input by the user. Thus, the second
location may correspond to where the user’s input was
instantiated on the GUI when it should have been instanti-
ated over and/or selecting the missed character.

At 346, the method 340 may include determining, by the
processor of the first computing device, an adjustment to the
first cursor positioning signal. Determining the adjustment
may include determining the distance between the first
location and the second location. Determining the distance
may include determining whether the distance corresponds
to a distance that a second location is further from the first
location relative to a starting point of the cursor positioning
signal or to a distance that a second location is short of the
first location relative to the starting point of the cursor
positioning signal. Determining the adjustment may include
determining an adjustment to the first cursor positioning
signal and/or a response by the first computing device
thereto that would reduce the distance between the first and
second location if applied to the first cursor positioning
signal and/or the response thereto. Determining the adjust-
ment may include determining a corresponding adjustment
to a sensitivity of the first cursor positioning signal and/or a
response by the first computing device thereto that would
reduce the distance between the first location and the second
location if applied to the first cursor positioning signal
and/or the response thereto.

At 348, the method 340 may include transmitting, by the
processor of the first computing device, the adjustment to a
second computing device. The adjustment may be transmit-
ted to the second computing device to be utilized to adjust
a subsequent cursor positioning signal received by the
second computing device from a second cursor positioning
device. The subsequent cursor positioning signal may
include a cursor positioning signal that is received and or
executed by a second computing device subsequent to
receipt of the first cursor positioning signal by the first
computing device, execution of the first cursor positioning
signal by the first computing device, determination of the
adjustment by the first computing device, and/or transmis-
sion of the adjustment to the second computing device.

The adjustment may also be logged, by the processor of
the first computing device, to a third computing device. The
adjustment may be logged to the third computing device in
order to build an adjustment profile. The adjustment profile
may be compiled and/or stored on the third computing
device. The adjustment profile may be tied to a user profile
or user logon. The adjustment profile may be accessible by
a plurality of computing devices. In this manner, a user’s
adjustments may be computing device agnostic and travel
with the user obviating recursive calibration procedures
across computing devices. For example, the adjustment
profile may be exported to or imported by a computing
device and the settings of the computing device may be
altered to accord with the adjustment. Therefore, regardless
of the device a user chooses to utilize, their updated and
preferred settings with regard to sensitivity of a response to
a cursor positioning signal may be imported without going
through a calibration period. The adjustment profile may
also include information to determine appropriate settings
for a specific computing device based on the adjustment
determined for a different computing device and/or a dif-
ferent model, brand, or type of cursor positioning signal. For
example, the adjustment profile may be utilized to determine
that an increase in sensitivity by X for a ball mouse on
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computing device A translates to an increase in sensitivity by
Y for an optical mouse on computing device B, where X=Y.

The adjustment profile tied to the user profile or user
logon may also store information and settings specific to an
application that was being utilized during the adjustment
determination. For example, the adjustment profile may
store information and settings specific to a word processing
application that the first cursor positioning signal was
directed to manipulate. In an example, the user profile
adjustments may be application-specific and a specific
adjustment to a response to a cursor positioning signal may
be applied when the corresponding specific application is
utilized. A user may have differing preferences or expecta-
tions of a device sensitivity setting across various applica-
tions. For instance, a user may expect one type of response
to a cursor positioning signal when utilizing a word pro-
cessing application and different type of response to a cursor
positioning signal when working on small details while
utilizing a design application. To provide appropriate setting
adjustments the adjustment profile can track and include
application-specific setting adjustments.

Additionally, a family of computing devices may be
created. A family of computing devices may include a
plurality of computing devices that may include the first
computing device, the second computing device, and other
computing devices. The family of computing devices may
be a variety of different computing device types (e.g.,
desktop computer, laptop computer, tablet computer, mobile
computing device, smartphone, etc.). A sensitivity of a
response of each of the plurality of devices of the family to
additional subsequent cursor positioning signals may be
adjusted based on the adjustment determined by the proces-
sor of the first computing device. Therefore, a corresponding
cursor positioning signal of each of the plurality of com-
puting devices of the family to additional subsequent cursor
positioning signals may be adjusted based on the adjustment
determined by the processor of the first computing device. In
this manner, all of a user’s devices may achieve uniform
adjustments without repeating a calibration process or
manual setting adjustment on each device.

In the foregoing detailed description of the disclosure,
reference is made to the accompanying drawings that form
a part hereof, and in which is shown by way of illustration
how examples of the disclosure may be practiced. These
examples are described in sufficient detail to enable those of
ordinary skill in the art to practice the examples of this
disclosure, and it is to be understood that other examples
may be utilized and that process, electrical, and/or structural
changes may be made without departing from the scope of
the disclosure. A “plurality of” is intended to refer to more
than one of such things.

The figures herein follow a numbering convention in
which the first digit corresponds to the drawing figure
number and the remaining digits identify an element or
component in the drawing. Elements shown in the various
figures herein can be added, exchanged, and/or eliminated so
as to provide a number of additional examples of the
disclosure. In addition, the proportion and the relative scale
of the elements provided in the figures are intended to
illustrate the examples of the disclosure, and should not be
taken in a limiting sense. As used herein, the designator “N”,
particularly with respect to reference numerals in the draw-
ings, indicates that a number of the particular feature so
designated can be included with examples of the present
disclosure. The designators can represent the same or dif-
ferent numbers of the particular features.

What is claimed:
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1. A computing device comprising:

a cursor positioning device; and

a processor 1o:

determine an input associated with a first cursor path
received from the cursor positioning device, wherein
the first cursor path includes a first amount of cursor
travel directed to a first set of characters across a
virtual keyboard;

determine a modified input of the first cursor path that
is different from the input;

determine a second cursor path based on the modified
input, wherein the second cursor path includes a
second amount of cursor travel that is different than
the first amount of cursor travel,

determine an adjustment based on a difference of the
first amount of cursor travel and the second amount
of cursor travel, wherein the adjustment is a change
in a sensitivity of the cursor positioning device; and

apply the adjustment to a third cursor path to alter a
corresponding amount of cursor travel a particular
distance based on the difference of the first cursor
path and the second cursor path, wherein the third
cursor path is directed to a second set of characters
across the virtual keyboard that are different than the
first set of characters.

2. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the com-
puting device further includes a display, and wherein the
cursor positioning device includes a touchscreen layered
over the display.

3. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the first
cursor path is based on a virtual keyboard manipulation of
a virtual keyboard, and wherein the virtual keyboard
manipulation includes an input of a word into the cursor
positioning device.

4. The computing device of claim 3, wherein the modified
input is a modified format of the word generated from a
language model.

5. The computing device of claim 3, wherein the modified
input is a modified format of the word generated from a
selection of the modified format received by the computing
device.

6. The computing device of claim 3, wherein the second
cursor path includes a modified virtual keystroke of the
virtual keyboard to generate a modified format of the word.

7. The computing device of claim 1, wherein to determine
the adjustment includes to determine an adjusted amount of
cursor movement attributed to a portion of the first cursor
path to cause the portion of the first cursor path to converge
to a corresponding portion of the second cursor path.

8. A non-transitory computer-readable medium containing
instructions executable by a processing resource of a com-
puting device to cause the processing resource to:

determine a compensatory portion of a cursor positioning

signal from a cursor positioning device for a first cursor
path and a second cursor path, wherein the first cursor
path includes a first amount of cursor travel directed to
a first set of characters across a virtual keyboard and the
second cursor path includes a second amount of cursor
travel for the first set of characters, and wherein the
compensatory portion is a difference between the first
amount of cursor travel and the second amount of
cursor travel,

determine an adjustment to the cursor positioning signal

based on the compensatory portion, wherein the adjust-
ment is a change in a sensitivity of the cursor position-
ing device; and
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apply the adjustment to a third cursor path to alter a
corresponding amount of cursor travel a particular
distance based on the compensatory portion of the first
cursor path and the second cursor path, wherein the
third cursor path is directed to a second set of characters
across the virtual keyboard that are different than the
first set of characters.

9. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of claim
8, wherein to determine the adjustment to the cursor posi-
tioning signal includes determining a distance of cursor
travel across a graphical user interface attributed to the
compensatory portion of the cursor positioning signal.

10. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 8, wherein to determine the adjustment to the cursor
positioning signal includes determining a cursor position
resulting from an execution of the compensatory portion of
the cursor positioning signal.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable medium of
claim 10, wherein to determine the adjustment to the cursor
positioning signal includes determining an adjustment to a
distance of cursor travel attributed to the cursor positioning
signal, excluding the compensatory portion, that results in an
arrival of a cursor at the cursor position.

12. A method comprising:

identifying, by a processor of a first computing device, a
first location corresponding to a missed character on a
graphical user interface (GUI) based on a modification
to a first string of characters output from a first cursor
positioning signal received from a first cursor position-
ing device, wherein the first cursor positioning signal is
directed to the first string of characters across a virtual
keyboard of the GUI;

identifying, by the processor of the first computing
device, a second location on the GUI corresponding to
an execution of the first cursor positioning signal;

determining, by the processor of the first computing
device, an adjustment to the first cursor positioning
signal to reduce a distance between the first location
and the second location, wherein the adjustment is a
change in a sensitivity of the cursor positioning device
such that an interpreted location of an input causes the
first location to coincide with the second location;

transmitting, by the processor of the first computing
device, the adjustment to a second computing device to
be utilized to adjust a subsequent cursor positioning
signal received by the second computing device from a
second cursor positioning device, wherein the adjust-
ment alters the subsequent cursor positioning signal the
distance when the second cursor positioning signal is
directed to a second string of characters across the
virtual keyboard of the GUI.

13. The method of claim 12, comprising logging the
adjustment, by the processor of the first computing device,
to a third computing device to be utilized to build an
adjustment profile.

14. The method of claim 12, comprising creating a family
of computing devices and adjusting a corresponding cursor
positioning signal of each of a plurality of computing
devices of the family to additional subsequent cursor posi-
tioning signals based on the adjustment determined by the
processor of the first computing device.
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