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To all, zuhom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MARIÉ A. COLTON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Kan 
sas City, in the county of Jackson and State 

5 of Missouri, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Hemming-Gages, of 
which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a hemming-gage; 

and my object is to produce a device of this 
1 o character whereby uniformity in the depth of 

hems Will be assured and the hemming opera 
tion expedited. 
A further object is to produce a device of 

this character of simple, durable, and cheap 
I 5 construction. 

VVith these objects in view the invention 
consists in certain noveland peculiar features 
of construction and combinations of parts, as 
hereinafter described and claimed, and in or 

2 o der that it may be fully understood reference 
is to be had to the accompanying drawings, in 
Which 

I Figure 1is a perspective view of the hem 
ming-gage as arranged to receive the fabric 

25 to be hemmed. Fig. 2 is an enlarged cross 
section of the same. Fig. 3 is a top plan view 
of the gage as closed upon the fabric to be 
hemmed. - 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, 
3o where like reference-numerals designate cor 

responding parts, 1 designates the top plate, 
and 2 the base-plate, of the gage, said plates 
being preferably of oblong rectangular form 
and hinged together at one side margin, as 

35 shown at 3, thishinge providing anabutment 
for a purpose which hereinafter appears. 
The top plate is provided with parallel series 
of holes 4, extending from a point near the 
hinged margin toward the opposite or outer 

4o margin and preferably obliquely in order 
that a greater number of holes may be pro 
vided between said margins than if the line 
eXtended across the plate at right angles to 
its length. These holes are numbered, con 

45 secutively, º 1,º “2,º “3,º “4,º &c., begin 
ning with the holes nearest and the same 
distance from the hinged margin in order 
that longitudinally-alined holes of the differ 
ent series shall be correspondingly numbered 

5o for a purpose which hereinafter appears. 

The base-plate is provided with indenta 
tions 5 in its upper side, arranged in oblique 
series and corresponding in number and rela 
tive position to the holes 4, so that when the 
top plate is folded down parallel with the 55 
base-plate, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, said 
holes 4 and indentations 5 will register. It 
is to be understood that while the indenta 
tions above referred to are desirable they are 
not absolutely necessary to the operation of 6o 
the device. 
The upper side of top plate I is provided 

with a measuring-scale 6, extending trans 
versely, the inner end of the scale coinciding 
with the abutment or hinge 3 in order that 65 
when the inner edge of the fabric, as at a, is 
fitted properly between the plates and against 
the abutment the operator can determine at 
aglance in just whatholesto stick the marker 
7, which may simplybe a pointed instrument7o 
to form indentations in the fabric ora pencil 
to mark the fabric, as shown in Fig. 2. For 
example, should it be desired to produce a 
hem an inch and five-eighthsdeep the opera 
tor inserts her marker in each of the holes 75 
21, so as to produce a mark or indentation 
thereon, according to the kind of fabric. In 
delicate fabrics, where a pencil-mark would 
be objectionable, the marker may simplybe 
a pointed piece of wood, which will slightly 8o 
indent the fabric at the desired points. Af 
ter the fabric is thus marked the top plate is 
thrown up ward and the fabric slid longitu 
dinally through the device, so as to dispose 
a different portion on plate 2. The top plate 85 
is then folded down and the operation above 
described repeated, so that eventually the 
fabric will be provided with a series of marks 
or visible indentations from one end to the 
other and a uniform distance from the free 9o 
edge. The operator then turns up the hem 
along said line quickly and easily and com 
pletes the hem in the usual manner. 
A device of this character to be perfectly 

equipped for use in connection with all sorts 95 
of fabrics may be provided with devices for 
penetrating or pinching the fabric, and there 
by eliminating all possibility of slippage. 
These devices will preferably be in the form 
ofshort pins 8 on plate 2 and indentations 9 too 



the a imped between the plates r indica in Fig. 
ethod o 

  


