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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, Liaroy S. STARRETT, of
Athol, in the county of Worcester and State
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new
and useful Tmprovements in Nail Sets and
Holders, of which the followingis a specifica-
tion.

This invention improves the common nail-
set by providing its tapering tip portion with
a nail-holding spring-finger self-fastened at
one end to the larger part of the taper and
having toward or at its free end a raised por-
tion adapted to facilitate admission of the
brad or nail sidewise or endwise transversely
between the tool-tip and finger. The tapered
portion of the tool is grooved longitudinally
to admit the body of the spring-finger and has
o transverse notch or shallow groove near its
tip, forming a seat for the nail held therein by
the spring in readiness for driving.

My object is to adapt a common nail-set to
hold small nails or brads in position to be
driven by an ordinary hammer without dan-
ger of pounding one’s fingers at the start.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation,
partly in section, of one of my improved tools.
Tig. 2 is a top plan of the same. Fig. 3

shows the tool with the extreme tip of the.

spring raised. Figs. 4 and 5 represent the
two torms of spring-finger ready for applica-
tion to the tool. Fig. 6 is an enlarged cross-
section at 6 6, Fig. 2. ’

The body A of the tool has a milled central
portion B for convenience in holding it and a
tapered tip portion C, to which my improve-
ment is applied. This is best accomplished as
shown in the drawings.

-The nail-holder D is a spring-finger, prefer-
ably formed of music-wire, its main portion
running about parallel with the tapering sur-
face and sunken in a groove therein. The

fixed end E of this finger or holding-wire is
offset or stands at about a right angle to such
main portion and enters a perforation extend-
ing through the larger end of part C at the

end of said groove. As shown in Figs. 4 and
5, this transverse end of the spring-finger is
somewhat bent centrally, so that when forced
into said perforation it will hold frictionally
without other fastening and can be readily
removed and replaced.

To facilitate insertion of the nail or brad to
be held, the finger D has a raised portion F
either at its extreme tip, as in Figs.-3 and 5,
or at a point adjacent thereto, as in Figs. 1
and 4. The nail is first placed under the raised
part F and then moved sidewise a short dis-
tance to slightly lift the finger-tip out of its
groove, so that the nail may be held by its
pressure.

" TIn order to locate the nail advantageously
and hold it at right angles to the tool-axis, I
form beneath the free end of the finger a mi-
nute transverse notch G- across the small end
of the tapering tip C or in the under surface
of the wire. This notch serves as a seat for
the nail until the workman strikes the first
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blow, partly driving the nail. Then the tool -

is removed and the nail driven home and set
in the usual manner, the tool-tip being formed
with a slight terminal socket. The tapering
tip C may be somewhat cut away under the
raised portion of the spring-finger D, as shown
at H, Figs. 1 and 2, to facilitate insertion of
the nail.

I claim as my invention—

The described nail set and holder, compris-
ing the cylindrical body having a tapered end
portion with a transverse perforation near its
larger end, in combination with an elastic
nail-holding finger formed with a bent termi-
nal offset, bearing frictionally in sald perfora-
tion and a transverse seat for the nail in said
body or finger, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

. LAROY S. STARRETT.

‘Witnesses: '

Frank E. Wixne,
“WrmLarp G. Nius.
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