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3,203,657
DRUMMER’S THRONE
Josephus B. Thempson, 'Covington, ‘Ohio, assignor to
Joseph Rogers, Inc., ‘Cleveland, Ohio
Filed Jupe 22, 1964, Ser. No. 376,714
3 Claims. (Cl 248—171)

This invention relates to collap51ble stools, and particu-
larly to a drummer’s throne.

The primary object of this invention is to provide a stool
having only three major parts, namely, a collapsible stand,
a support rod rotatably mounted in a vertical plane on
the stand, and a seat mountable on the upper end of the
support rod. i

Another object is to provide a drummer’s throne, of the
type stated, whose seat portion is completely adjustable
as to helght

A further object is to provide such a throne whose seat
height, once set, will be maintained no matter how many
times, or in what direction, the seat and its supporting
‘rod may be twirled thereafter.

Another object is to provide a drummer’s throne whose
seat is mountable on either end of its support rod, where-
by preset high or low positions may be- attained by mere-
ly reversmg the end of the support rod upon which the
seat is mounted. -

Still another object of the invention is to prov1de a
drummer’s throne, of the type stated, having such inter-
locking engagement of the seat support rod and stand
that the throne may be bodily lifted by the seat without
diserigaging the support rod from the stand, while at the
same time permitting free rotation of the seat and rod,
relative to the stand.

Another object is to provide a device of the type stated
that is rugged in construction, stable and wobble-free,
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yet easily dis-assembled and compacted for storage in a -

space 20" x 13" x 4”,

These, and other objects of the invention will become
apparent from a reading of the following specification
and claims, together with the accompanying drawing,
wherein like parts are referred to and indicated by like
reference numerals, and wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the drummer’s
throne that is the subject of this invention;
© FIGURE 2 is an enlarged view of the upper end of
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the throne stand, with the mounting rod and its supported

seat removed therefrom;

FIGURE 3 is a side elevation of the dismounted seat
support rod, showing the seat height positioning -clamp
mounted thereon
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FIGURE 4 is a top plan view of the seat posmomng

clamp;
FIGURE 5 is a vertical sectional view taken along the
line and in the direction of the arrows 5—3 of FIGURE 4;
FIGURE 6 is a front view, partly in section of the
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assembled throne, in the neighborhood of the seat locat-

ing clamp; and,

FIGURE 7 is a vertical sectional view showing the
manner of locking the mounted seat to the support rod.

Referring more particularly to the drawing, there is
seen in FIGURE 1 the assembled drummer’s throne that
is the subject of the invention, broadly indicated by refer-
ence numeral 10.

The assembled throne comprises, essentially, three
units, namely, a stand 18, a seat support rod 20, jour-
naled upright in the stand 18, and a seat 45 mounted on
the upper end of the support rod 20. These three ele-
ments being separable to form a compact package for
storage.

The stand 18 comprises a rigid hollow shaft 13 adapted
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The shaft 13 has an annular bearing surface 15 at its
upper end and an annular peripheral groove, or track, i4,
spaced downwardly therefrom, as is seen most clearly in
FIGURE 2.

A fixed collar 17 is mounted on the shaft 13, below
the track 14, and a second collar 16 is slidably mounted
on the shaft 13 below the collar 17.

This collar is movable longitudinally of the shaft to-
ward and away from the fixed collar 17.

Reference numeral 11 indicates three legs hingedly
mounted, at their upper ends, on the fixed collar 17.

The legs 11 have hinged radial braces 12 mounted
near their lower ends which are, in turn, hingedly con-
nected to the movable collar 18.

When the collar 16 is at the lower end of the shaft 13
the braces act to spread the legs apart to form a rigid
tripod-like stand, with the upright shaft 13 centered there-
in, as seen in FIGURE 1.

When the collar 16 is slid up the shaft 13, toward the
fixed collar 17, the braces 12 act to pull the legs 11 inward
into a collapsed position, parallel against the shaft 13, to
provide a compact unit, for storage.

This condition is not illustrated, but this manner of
collapsing a stand is well known, and forms no part of
this invention.

Reference numeral 20 indicates a solid seat support-
ing rod which is of a diameter to be snugly nested and
journaled in the hollow shaft 13, for free rotation in co-
axial relation thereto.

The rod 20 is threaded, as at 21, for approximately haif
its length.

The threaded portion 21 has a seat groove 22 proximate
its end.

The groove 22 has bounding end walls 24 and 25, at
approximately 45° to the axis of the groove.

The unthreaded end of the rod 20 has a similar seat
groove 23, with similarly angle end wall 26 and 27.

Both ends of the rod 20 have 45° tapered shoulders
28 and 29.

Reference numeral 39 indicates a rod positioning clamp,
or bearing block, that engages the threads 21 of the rod
20, as seen in FIGURE 3.

The bearing block 30 has a threaded bore 31 which is
adapted to engage the rod threads 231, and a smooth
counter-bore 32, of a diameter to slidably fit over the end
of the shaft, or column 13, as is seen mosi clearly in
FIGURE 6.

The junction of the two bores defines an annular bear-

ing shoulder, or seat, 33, as secen in FIGURE 5.

The bearing block 30 has a slot 34 cut at 90° to its
axis, across the end of the threaded bore 31, at the
shoulder 33, to define an upper threaded clamp ring and
a lower bearing cap made up of the shoulder 33 and the
smooth bore 32, which fit over the upper end of the col-
umn 13, as seen in FIGURE 6.

A latterly extending lug is cut in two by a radial slot
35 to define two clamp ears 36 and 37, as seen in FIG-
URES 4 and 5.

_ The slot 35 creates a split threaded ring whose diameter
can be made smaller by puliing the ears 36 and 37 to-
gether by means of a headed clamp bolt 39, which passes

" through ear 37 and engages a threaded bore 38 in ear
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to receive the support rod 2¢ therein in free rotatable en-

gagement.

36.

In its normal, loose, condition the clamp 3¢ can be
positioned anywhere the length of the threaded portion
21 of the rod 26, by rotating it either clockwise or
counter-clockwise to a desired position.

The clamp is then locked in place by tightening the
lock ‘bolt 39 with a drum key, which draws the two ears
36 and 37 toward each other to comtract the threaded
bore 31 into frictional engagement with the rod threads
21.
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When the so joined clamp and rod are inserted in the
stand column 13, as shown in FIGURE 6, the smooth
bore 32 of the clamp fits over the upper end of the column
13, with the shoulder 33, resting on the bearing seat 15,
at the top end of the column.

The so journaled rod 20 is free to rotate in the column
bore, supported by the clamp 30 which acts as a bearing
block.

The thumb screw 49 is tightened, to move it into ‘the
groove, or track 14, of the column 13. The screw 4¢
does not touch the inner surface of the groove 14, but
merely acts as a guide pin to prevent vertical movement
of the clamp 30, leaving it free to rotate.

Thus the rod 20 is free to rotate in the bore of the
column 13 but is restrained from separation -from the
stand 18.

Looking at FIGURE 7 there is seen the mounting sec-
tion of the seat 45, which comprises a mounting block
47 centered on the underside of the seat chassis 46.

The block has a vertical bore centered -therein with a
45° tapered shoulder 52 proximate its upper end. A
case-hardened insert 48 is adapted to snugly receive the
end of the rod 20.

A thumb screw 50 is threadedly mounted at an upward
inclined angle of approximately 45° in a bore 49, to
.engage and seat in endgroove 22 of rod 26. The inter-
action of the end of screw 50 and the beveled shoulders
24 and 25 of the groove 22 cause the 45° tapered shoulder
52 of the seat 45 to be pulled down and snugly fitted
against the 45° tapered shoulder 28 of rod 20.

This provides a firm non-wobbling, connection be-
tween the seat 45 and the rod 26. It'is of course to be
understood that the seat 45 can be similarly mounted on
the other end of the rod 20 through engagement with
the rod groove 23.

To assemble the throne 19, illustrated in FIGURE 1,
the following procedure is followed:

The stand legs 11 are extended to form a tripod with
the upright column centered therein.

The end 28 of rod 20 is inserted in the seat chassis
sleve 48, pushed against the bore seat 52, and locked in
place by means of the thumb screw 50, as shown in
FIGURE 7.

The rod 20 is then inserted in the column 13 with the
clamp shoulder 33 seated on the column top bearing
surface 15, with its bearing wall 32 fitted over the out-
side of the column 13 over the groove 14, as seen -in
FIGURE 6.

The thumb screw 40 .is rotated into the -area of the
track 14. The so mounted seat 45 is free to.twirl about
without a-change iIn its height -adjustment. At the same
time the throne 10 may be lifted by the seat 45 without
separation of the rod 20 and the stand 18.

If change in the height of the seat .43 is desired it is
done by loosening the clamp bolt 39 and holding the
clamp 30 stationary while the seat and its supporting
rod 20 are rotated either clockwise or counter-clockwise
to lower or raise the seat.

When the desired height is attained, the clamp bolt
39 is relocked to maintain the clamp and rod as a single
unit.

Thereafter, the seat may be freely twirlled without
change in height.

It will be seen that this construction provides three
bearing surfaces between the seat support rod 26 and the
stand column 13. The rod is (1) journaled in the bore
of .column 13, (2) journaled on the top bearing surface
15 of the column 13 through the clamp.shoulder 33, and
(3) journaled on the outer surface of -the column 13
through clamp bearing bore 32. Thus the rod 2¢ is -held
firmly against any lateral or tilting motion, while being
free to totate in a vertical plane as it supports the -seat
45,
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Reference numeral 51 indicates two wing nuts on the
underside of the seat chassis, which form no part of
the invention, but are available for attaching a back-
rest to the seat 45.

To obtain the added height needed by bass or tympani,
or conductor, the seat is removed and the rod 20 reversed
in the column, and the seat then re-attached to the rod
at its end 29, which will then be uppermost.

For take down, simply loosen thumb nuts 40 and 50.
Legs 11 fold compactly, seat 45 separates from rod 20,
and the rod 20 may be pulled out of the column 13.

The height adjustment of the seat 45 is not lost through
dis-assembly, and is re-established automatically when
the thone is re-assembled.

The inter-action of- the inter-lock thumb screw 40 and
the column track 14 permits the throne 10 to be lifted

by its seat 45 without detachment of the stand 18, while

at the same time always leaving the seat free to twirl.

It will now be clear that there has been provided a
device which accomplishes the objectives ‘heretofore set
forth.

While the invention has been disclosed in its pre-
ferred form, it is to be understood that the specific em-
bodiment thereof as described and illustrated herein is
not to be considered in a limited sense, as there may be
other forms or modifications of the invention which
should also be construed to come within the scope of
the appended claims.

1 claim:

1. A drummer’s throne, comprising .in combination, a
base member including a tubular vertical column cen-

tered therein, open at the top, the column having an

annular bearing surface at the upper end thereof and a
peripheral circular track cut in the outer face thereof,
spaced downwardly of said bearing surface; a threaded
support rod telescopically journaled in the column, for
free rotation therein; a seat detachably mounted on the
upper end of the support rod; a bearing block co-axially
mounted on the support rod intermediate the ends thereof,
the bearing block having an annular bearing seat adapted
to ride on the column end bearing surface, and an abutting
cylindrical sleeve adapted to snugly fit over the end .of
the column in.a running fit and cover the track thereat;
threaded clamp means formed integral with the bearing
block for locating and locking the bearing block at
adjusted positions lengthwise of the rod to determine
the height of the supported seat above the base; and, an
interlock pin mounted in the bearing block sleeve, ex-
tending .into ‘the column track, and adapted to prevent
relative longitudinal movement between the rod and
column, while permitting free relative .rotation there-
between.

2. A drummer’s throne as defined in claim 1, and
further distinguished by the bearing block having a
threaded bore adapted to receive the threaded support rod
therethrough; ‘the bearing block also having a laterally
extending lug with radial slots cut -therethrough and
thereunder, which ‘intersect the threaded bore to define
two spaced ears adapted to be drawn together in clamping
engagement by a locking bolt mounted therebetween, to
immovably clamp the block to the rod; the block also
having a smooth counter bore, of a diameter to fit over
the end of the base column, in a running fit, and of a
length to cover the column track; the shoulder at the
base of the counter bore defining a bearing.seat adapted
to ride on the annular end bearing surface of-the column;
and, a threaded interlock pin radially mounted through
the counter-bore wall and adapted to be moved into the
plane of the counter-bore, at the track, to loosely engage
the column track when the bearing block is seated on
top of the column to prevent relative longitudinal move-
ment between the rod and column, while leaving the rod
free to rotate therein.
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3. A drummer’s throne as defined in claim 1, and
further distinguished by the seat support rod having seat
engaging means at both ends thereof, whereby the rod
may be reversed in the column fo support the seat at
either end.
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