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The present invention relates to- stencils in
general and more particularly to a new and im-
proved method for cuttmg stencils usable in the
hand pamtmg of designs on fabncs and the like.
More spemﬁcally the mventlon compmses an im-
proved method of steneil cuttmg in whlch a pla-
rality of stencils, each usable for a partrcular
color or colors, are cut in a predetermmed man-
ner with respect to each of the other stencils to
eliminate spacing between adJacent areas ef the

finished painted- des1gn
The palntlng of des1gns by the use of stencils
has become exceedlngly popular w1th amateurs
and it is possable for them, worklng accurately
and carefully, to paint fabrics and other ma-
terials and to obtain a finished result approach-
ing that obtamable by professmnals H’eretofore
the prlmary obJectmn to such palntlng has been
that areas of different colors have frequently
been spaced by unpamted hnes or areas Fhis
essentially detracts from the appearance of the
finished work and glves visual’ ev1dence of the
lack of skill in the operator. By the use of the
present method painted areas of different colors

in the finished product aceurately abut one an-v

other and the telitale spacing lines are absent
By the use of simple, easﬂy cut stencﬂ the fin-
ished product approaches a professmnal pamt-
ing in its appearance.

With an appreciation of the problems inherent
in the field of cutting stencﬂs and partlcularly
stencils usable for the hand painting ‘of designs
upon fabrics and similar materlals, it is an'6b-
ject of the present invention to prov1de a4 new
and improvéd method By whlch stencils-can be
cut and used sequentially to’ produce ‘a ﬁmshed
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painted design-in which all pamted areas are}

properly related to all other painted areas.

A further-object of the invention is to provide a
new and 1mp10ved method of “stenecil cuttmg in
which individual stencils are prov1ded for indi-
vidual colors to be painted and in whlch each
stencil is cut in a series of steps in each of which
certain of the other stencﬂs are cut 51mu1tane-
ously.

A still further objeet of the invention is to
provide a new and 1mproved method of stencll
cutting in whlch tracmg lines on a plurahty of
stencils deﬁnmg abuttmg desxgn areas of the
complete design have thelr tangent portlons cut
s1multaneous1y

A still further obJect of the mventwn 1s to pro -

v1dua1 stenclls are provxded for the colormg of
predetermmed colored areas wh1ch areas abut
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2
certain -other areas defined by other steneils,
characterlzed in that the lines between the abut-
ting areas of the stenecils are cut s1multaneous]y

‘Fhese and other more specific objects will ap-~-
pear upon reading the followmg specifieation and
clalms and. upon consxdermg in connection there-
with the attaehed drawmg to- which they relate

Refer ring now to the drawing in whlch is lllus-
trated a pattern and an exemplary series of sten-
cils made and usable in accordance with' the
present method

Figure 1 comprlses a stencil pattern the design
areas of Wthh bear numbers mdlcatmg the sten-
cil to be cut in accordance therew1th

Flgure 2 illustrates the method of superlmpos-
ing .of stencil No. 1 upon stenecil No. 2 and the
51mu1taneous cutting of the lines between adJa-
ceny areas deﬁned by each stencil;

Figure 3 is a view of steneil No. 17

Figure 4 is a view of stenc11 No. 2; and

Figure 5 is a view of stencil No. 3,

It7is to be understood that the present dis-
closure is illustrative of the method comprising
the present invention and that Whereas fhree
steneils are cub accordlng to ‘the present dis=
closure the method is appncable to the cuttm;gr of
any number of steneils Wthh cooperate to pro-
duce the finished design.

Referring first to Figure 1 of the drawing, a
stencil pattern is illustrated comprlsmg a 31mp1e
flower in which the various aréas of dlf" erent
color are numibered from i to 8. Hach area
bearing a paltlcular number will have the same
coloring in the final design and accordmg to the
present method, will be found upon g single sten-
cil. It is seen then that three steneils will” e
cut in the palntmg of the des1gn 1llustrated bs
the pattern’ of Figure 1.

In carrying ouf the method it is desirable that
a smooth work board, such as ‘a ﬁber or wagad
board, be prov1ded whlch can be penetrated eas11y
by thimb tacks’ yet ‘which provldes a smooth sur-
face suitable for tracing. A soit Tead pencrl
should be provided, a sharp stenc11 knlfe thumb
tacks or push pins, transparent stencﬂ paper or
papers, and a baper punch W1th thls Y
the process can be carned out as’ herej
described.

The first step in the process comprises the cut-
ting of three or more sheers of stencll p p_er suf-
ﬁcxently jarge as to overhe the pattern of F, ~
ure 1 with a margin upon all’ four sxdes This
hagving been done the three sheets of stencﬂ
paper are then superlmposed upon the pattern
and ﬁxedly holdmg the pattern and the three
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sheets together, three punch holes, indicated by
the referenice character i1, preferably at the up-~
per left, leit center, and lower left of the sheets
are punched. These holes provide means by
which the sheets can reorientate in the same
relationship.

The three sheefs of stencil paper are then
numbered 1, 2 and 3, preferably in the upper
right-hand corners as illustrated in Figures 3, 4
and 5, so that they can readily be identified.

Stencil No. 1 is then superimposed alone upon-
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the pattern with its three guide holes 1l in ex~

act alignment with the guide holes I1 of the

pattern. The various pattern areas numbered:

1 are then traced with the soft lead pencil to
provide the outlines illustrated in Figure 3. ‘This
having been completed the same operation is
performed for the areas numbered 2 and

stencil papers 2 and 3, respectively. : .

In the tracing of each stencil the pattern of

Figure 1 is visible through the transparent pa-
per and the operator simply draws the outline
of those areas bearing the reference character
corresponding to the number of the stencil pa-
per then being worked upon. e

The operator is then in possession-of three
stencil papers, each uncut and each providsd
with disjointed sketches which, when superim-
posed upon all of the other stencils, produces a
figure corresponding to the original pattern.

The operator now superimposes stencil 1 upon
stencil 2 and with his stencil knife cuts those
portions of the tracing lines which separate
abutting numbered areas of the two stencils.
Referring specifically to Figure 2, those lengths
of lines which will be cut at this time are indi-
cated by solid heavy lines, the remaining uncut
line portions of stencil 1 are illustrated by light
solid lines, and the uncut line portions of stencil
2 by light dotted lines.

Upon completing the cutting of the heavy solid
line portions of Figure 2 the operator will then
superimpose stencil 3 upon stencil 1, the open-
ings (i again being aligned, and again cuts the

line portions which define adjacent abutting-

areas. Upon completing this operation he will

superimpose stencil 3 upon stencil 2 and perform -

the same operation. Obviously the order of the
superimposing of the various stencils can be var-
ied at will so long as care is exercised to see
that each of the stencils is brought into juxta-

position to every other stencil, care being taken.
in each case to insure that the paired sheets are:

exactly aligned by the exact alignment of the
punch holes It which, of course, are merely ex-

emplary of alighing indieia which might be used. .

Upon the above steps having been completed
the operator has three partially cut steneils, the
line portions cut being those parts of the en-
closing peripheral lines which are tangent . to
peripheral lines of other stencils.

He then separately cuts with his stencil knife.

the remaining peripheral lengths of each of the
Individual designs and, upon removing the cut-
out areas from the sheets, is provided with three

steneils numbered 1, 2 and 3, as illustrated in-

Figures 3, 4 and 5, in which cut-out areas-are as
illustrated by the numbered areas in ‘each of
those figures.

The operator is then ready to proceed with
the painting of the design upon the fabric o

material to be painted. o

He first fixedly secures the fahric or other sur-
face to be painted to the work board as by suit-

able pins and fixedly secures stencil No. 1 there-

3 on '

4
over as by other pins. He then proceeds to re-
produce the punched-out openings {1 upon the
fabric by moving the pencil point around the in-
terior of each opening. Then using a suitable
brush dipped in paint of a suitable quality he
covers each of the areas 1 lying below the cut-
out areas 1 of stencil 1.

Having completed the coloring 6f the areas
underlying the open portions of stencil 1, he se-
quentially superimposes stencils 2°and 3 upon
the fabric, making certain in each instance that
the openings [{ are in accurate alignment with
the openings which have been drawn on the ma-

- terial as described. A suitable set of directions
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can be provided to instruct the user as to colors

' to be used with each of the steneils or, if desired,
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: hotations ean appear upon the pattern itself,

Upon the painting of the areas underlying the

-open parts-of each of stencils 1, 2 and 3 the fin-

ished product will appear and will correspond
to the design illustrated in Figure 1, the various
numbered areas being colored in accordance with
the color related to the particular stencil corre-
sponding to the numbered area. Shading can
be provided as desired by the use of different
colors or shades of colors in a particular cut-out
area, but in any event the final result will be
characterized by the immediate and exact tan-
gency of each colored area in the painted design
with each adjacent colored area, and this despite
the fact that the adjacent colored areas of dif-
ferent colors were provided by different stencils.
As previously indicated, this result follows from
the fact that the common line of definition be-
tween adjacent areas was cut with a single cut
by the operator.

While in the illustrated example of the inven-
tion only three stencils have been cut it is to be
understood that the process is susceptible of ap-
plication with a greater or lesser number of co-
operating stencils, that the described form is
merely illustrative, and that no limitation is in-
tended other than as defined in the appended
claims.

Iclaim:

. 1. A process for cutting stencils for use in hand
bainting. designs on surfaces, comprising num-
bering with the same number all areas of a pat-
tern on a pattern sheet which are to be cub out
of a single stencil sheet, numbering s plurality
of stencil sheets each with one of the numbers
of said areas, superimposing said transparent
stencil sheets on said pattern sheet and simul-
taneously placing aligned positioning markers
upon said stencil sheets and pattern sheet, serial-
1y superimposing. said stencil sheets upon said
pattern sheet and tracing on each stencil sheet
the boundaries of the areas of said pattern bear-
ing a number corresponding to the stencil sheet
number, juxtapositioning each stencil sheet with
every. other stencil sheet with their markers in
alienment and while so positicned in each in-
stance cutting with a cutting stroke penetrating
simultaneously the juxtapositioned sheets all
commeoen boundary lines lying one ahove the other
on the two sheets, separating said -sheets, and,
after each stencil sheet has been so paired with
every other stencil sheet, cutting individually the
uncut portions of the boundaries of the portion
of the pattern on each stencil sheet.

2. A process for cutting and using stencils in
hand painting designs on surfaces, comprising
numbkering with the same number 2ll areas of a
pattern on a pattern sheet having a color dif-

Z-,.ferent from an adjacent area of said pattern,
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numbering a plurality of stencil sheets each with
one of the numbers of said areas, superimposing
said transparent stencil sheets on said pattern
sheet and simultaneously placing alisned posi-
tioning markers upon said stencil sheets and pat-
tern sheet, serially superimposing said stencil
sheets upon said pattern sheet and tracing on
each stencil sheet the boundaries of the areas of
saild pattern bearing a number corresponding to
the stencil sheet number, juxtapositioning ea¢h
stencil sheet with every other stencil sheet with
their markers in alignment and while so posi-
tioned in each instance cutting with a cutting
stroke penetrating simultaneously to juxtaposi-
tioned shests all common boundary lines lying
one above the other on the two sheets, separating
said sheets, and, after each stencil sheet has been
so paired with every other stencil sheet, cutting
individually the uncut portions of the boundaries
of the portion of the pattern on each stencil,
superimposing one of said stencil sheets upon a
fabric to receive the design and outlining there-
on positioning markers coinciding with the posi-
tioning marker on said one sheet and also paint-
ing that portion of the fabric exposed by the par-
tial pattern of said one sheet, removing said one
sheet and thereafter sequentially superimposing
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said stencil sheets on said fabric with the posi-
tioning markers thereon coinciding in each case
with the positioning markers on said : fabric,
and with each sheet so positioned on said fabric
painting that portion of the fabric exposed by the
cutout portion of the pattern on that sheet.

INEZ L. HERRIN.
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