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HENRY ROPES, O'F‘BROOKLYN, NEW YORK.
Letters Patent No. 62,689, dated March 5, 1867.

" POCKET-BOOK CLASPS,

[

The Schdale refeveed fo in thse Bitters Vatent-and wuking gart of fhe same.

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

Be it known that I, HeNRY RoPEs, of Brooklyn, in the county of Kings, and. State of \Tcw York, have
invented a new and useful improvement in Clasps for Pocket-Books, Purses, &c.; and I do her eby deelare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact description thereof, and of its mode or manner of operation, reference
being had to the nccompanying drawings, and to the letters of referenuc marked thercon, and making a part
of ths specification. o

Fhe nature of my invention or improvewment consists in'so constructing: the clasp used for fastening and
holding together the pocket-book, purse, &e., that such clasp will of itself admit of free expansion or contrac-
tion, so as to permit the purse, &e., to accommodate itself automatically, or without maunipulation, to a less or
greater quantity of matter in it, and without the use of any spring or elastic material to secure such expansion.

Figure 1 shows the clasp in the position when the purse is not filled.

Figure 2 is an enlarged view of the clasp.

Figure 8 shows the position of the elasp when the purse is full.

In clasps, as heretofore generally constructed, the connection between the two parts of the clasp, that is,
between the body of the clasp, which is permanently fixed to the side of the purse, pocket-book, &c., and that
part of the clasp which is fixed to the flap, has been rigid, and not capable of ‘variation or lateral movement or
expansion, and, when provided for at all, has been secured by the introduction, i connection with the movable
part of the clasp, of an elastic spring, or some elastic material, as rubber, or by some mechanical arxangement
which allowed the movable part of the clasp to connect with the other part at different points, suck change,
however, requiring to be made with the hand, aud the clasp, when changed in posmon, being fixed until again
moved by the hand. Elastic springs, however, when made use of, are liable-sooh to get oub of order and become
worthless, and elastic or rubber material very soon loses its elasticity, and becomes wholly insufficient for the
purposes and uscs desived and necessary; and the oth'\r method or form of construction permitted oxpan-
“sion and contraction ounly by fixed distances, and which ulso could only be effected by manipulation.

My inveuiion seeures the benefits of the da\p ; that'is, a firm and certain connection; and also, by the
p«.cuhal construction of the clasp, the benefits and advantages of the clastic spring or material, for the pur-
poses of c‘(pmmou, without the necessity for'any such clastic springs or material.

Tnstead of having the cateh A pass into and conneet with the bady B of the clasp, by means of an orifice
or opening just large enough to receive such catoh; as is-usually the case, I make in the body B of the elasp a
slot, C, of any h,urrth desired, to receive the cateh A; and in wlhich such catch can move freely for wabds and
backwards, or up and down, according as the pocket- book or purse to which the clasp is fixed: is more or
less filled. ~ Within the body of the clasp, and somqwlmb Tonger than the slot C made theum, is a bhar, D,
behind or underneatl which the hook of the catel A passes, to hold the two parts of the clasp together. The
cdge d of such bir is chamfered or bevelled offy so that the catch A, when pressed down with the hand, will
C.LSllV pass by and under the bar for the purposés mentioned. Such bar D is also rigidly fixed to or made a
pars of the projecting piece E, so that, as the latter is moved by the thumb or finger in the divecsion indicated
by the-arrow, such bar will be carried frowm off the hook of thc catch, and allow the putse or book to be casily
opened.  The bir D, when in its natural position, partially op nearly fills the slot C, and is kept-in position so
as to pass over the hook of the cateh as the latter is forced down, by meang of a spring, @, which may be
arranged ay shown in the drawings, or in any other couvenient manner t6 effect the same purpose. Tt will be
at once apparent that the cateh A ean freely move forwards and backwards, or up and dowu, in the slot C,and
thereby, and to the extent of the length of the slot, the dapacity of the book or purse can be varied, wlnle at
the same, time the councetion can be asfirm and s¢éure as if the catch had no lateral movement. Expansion is
also wholly seeured by the peeuliar constrietion of the clasp, and without the application or use either of
elastic springs or clastic muterinl. The length of the body of the clasp and of the slot made in it may be
varied as desired or found most convenient. The bar D is not pwotcd at -either end, but moves loosely in

the chxls
Clusps have heretofore been made having in one part o long slot, in which the other pmo was fisted to
move: bur such movement could be made o‘xly by 1n¢mpuhnon, and only to and from pavticular points or
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places:in such slot; and the parts, connected together in any position; could afterwards have no motion on each
other until: disconnected and actua,llv changed or: moved: in: positibn. ; Such construction, however; of clasp,
while it provided for movement, or expausion and contraction of one:part of the clasp upon: the other, does not
permit or in any manner provide for free motion of the parts upon each, or aatomatic expansion or contraction.
But in a clasp constructed with a slot and method of fastening, as in my inveution, free motion of one part of
the: clasp upon the other, or motion: without the: necessity of manipulation, and limited in :extent: only by the
Iength of theslot; is pro¥ided for-and permitted; thus allowing automatic expansion: and eontraction, as: the
book is swelled or reduced in:size} and such expansion or contraction is alse:secured without: the use of any
elastic materials.. Such motion or movement of ‘one part of the clasp upon or within the other is not; however,
wholly free;and unrestricted, or the catch A permitted. to: slip back: and forth in: the slot C at random  or
ancontrolled; but the movement of: such catch is somewhat restrained or influenced by the pressure and friction
of :the bar D; whiel is held against such vatch by means of the spring «. - It-is such automatic ‘expansion and
contraction, secured or 1ende10d possible from' the construction of the clasp itself, and notthe resuit of any
elastic materials, that T'seek to-obtain, and which is the object:and purpose of my invention:

What T-claim.as my invention, and:desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

In a clasp for purses; pocket-books, &c.; the constrastion and arrangement of ‘the slot €, which takes the
cateh; and cateh A, substantially as described; to allow of ‘automatic expansion and contractien of the. purse,
in combination: with the bar Dand spring @, or their:equivalent, for locking or-fastening the catch; and holding
the two parts of' the clasp togethor, the several parts operating substantially as and for the: purposes:set forth.

H. ROPES.

Witnesses.
8. D. Law,
W. R. RoxaALps.
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