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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, EMIL LEFEBURE, Jr.,a
citizen of the United States,residing at Fair-
fax, in the county of Linn and State of Iowa,
have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Indexing Systems for Blank
Books, &e.;and I do hereby declare the follow-
ingto bea full, clear, and exact deseription of
the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and unse the same.

This invention relates to the eonstruciion
of blank books, more particularly books of
account; and has for its chief object eertain
improvements in the system and mode of in-
dexing, whereby the subject matter (an ac-
count, for example) may be very quickly
found, the index itself being sufficiently full
and explicit, while at the same time oceupy-
ing a comparativelysmall space in the book.
The means by which these results are secured
will clearly appear in the deseription follow-
ing, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, in which— ,

Figurelrepresentstheinvention asapplied
to a ledger, and Fig. 2 a subordinate division
thereof, embracing one general class or group,
the group shown being the names in the
ledger beginning with the letter.L.

Similar letters of reference indicate eorre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the drawings, A is the index
page, and B one of the account pagesof a
ledger. The book itself is divided into sec-
tions alphabetically arranged, the leaves be-
ing preferably cut away at the edge in a se-
ries of steps, suitably lettered, in a common
and well known way. Thus, in Fig. 1, the
group at the left contains all the K’s, while
the names beginning with L are included in
the group at the right. This I do not of
course claimto be newin any sense. Myim-
provement, however, consists in a peculiar
arrangement and construction of subordinate
indexes for each group. . This is shown in
both figures of the drawings. Onsheet A are
written in regilar order the names heading
the several accounts under the appropriate
letter, L for example. The index page is di-
vided by a single vertical line in the middle
of the page, and to the left of this line are

away portions of the leaves.

written  the names heading accounts on the

left hand pages of the ledger. On the right
side of the line are the names for the right
hand pages. Thus, in Fig. 1, the first name
on the left side of the page is A.R. Lamb, re-
ferred to by the letter D, whose account is
just over the page, as illustrated in-Tig. 2.
So also the account of C. 8. Lane & Co., in-
dexed opposite thereto, and referred toby the
letter I, is to be found on the page opposite
that of A. R. Lamb in the body of the book.
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In order that the accounts may be readily

found from the subordinate indexes I provide
the margin of the leaf opposite the name in
the index with a nick d, which terminates
with the leaf on which the account is to be
found. Thus, to illustrate by reference to
the drawings, the nick d is placed directly
opposite the names of A. R. Lamb and of C.
S. Lane & Co., and as the accounts of each
arejustoverthe page,the nick isonly through
a single leaf. Theaccounts of Lamb & Lyon
and C. S. Lane (not shown) are supposed to
be on the following pages, however, so the
nick d’ opposite those names extends through
two leaves, and so on indefinitely. The ac-
countant finds the proper place by placing
his thumb in the nick opposite the desired
name, and opening the book at that point.

_ Iam aware that it is not new to providethe
separate groups of an alphabetically divided
book with subordinate divisions, by cutting
But I am not
aware of any system of indexing which ad-
mits of the names being written out in full
on a single page, with nicks leading directly
to the subject matter. Hitherto it has been
customary to put the subordinate index let-
ters or symbols on the page at the bottom of

the nick. This of course demanded that the

index name orsign be no larger than the nick,
and the abbreviation thus required was both
inconvenient and annoying, the smallness of
the reference matter shown in the nick ren-
dering the index obscure. In my device this
is entirely obviated, since the name may be
written as large and full as may be desired,
easily discerned on the page, and as readily
found in the body of the book by means of
the nick described.

‘While more particularly applicable to ac-
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count books, and other blank books of that
nature, the system is applicable to printed
publieations as well.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim—

1. A system of indexing blank books and
the like, combining the following elements:
a book supply divided into groups of leaves,
as by alphabetical division, and containing
the general subject matter, an index page at
the beginning of each group or general di-
vision, suitable index names orsymbols writ-
ten thereon, and nicks in the margin of the
leaf opposite such names or symbols, which
nicks terminate with the leaf on which the
subject matter referred to by the respestive
index names or signsis written.

2. A system of indexing blank books and
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the like, combining the following elements:
a general alphabetical division of the book
as described, index pages at the beginning of
each group, index names written in two col-
umns on such pages, those in the left hand
column referring to matter on the left hand
pages, and those in the right hand column to
matter on right hand pages, and nicks in the
margins of the leaves opposite the index
names, terminating in each case at the page
referred to by the respective index names.

In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

EMIL LEFEBURE, JR.
Witnesses:

L. A. ST, JOHN,
JOSEPH KUBICEK.
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