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AA Compression rate [%]
BB Run length number
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(57) Abstract: A computer (1) determines, on the basis of a run
length number in a case where image data are to be run-length
encoded, a number of bits constituting the notation part in a run
length notation variable header. The notation part of the run
length number notation variable header has been made variable,
so that when the run length number is small, the notation part is
shortened and when the run length number is large, the notation
part is expanded. The data to be processed are stored on the
basis of a storage system using the run length number notation
variable header. The length of sequence numbers of the data fol-
lowing the notation part of the run length number can be sup-
pressed, so that a high compression rate can be achieved.
Moreover, the run length number that can be described in the
notation part can be enlarged and the number of headers can be
suppressed, so that a high compression rate can be achieved.
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