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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Lovis E. PouaEMUs,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Miami, in the county of Gila and State of
Arizona, have invented a new and useful
Key Ring and Holder, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to a key ring and
holder whereby a bunch of keys can be fas-
tened securely to a garment, the garment
engaging portion being so constructed that
it will remain firmly attached to the gar-
ment as long as the key carrying ring is sus-
pended therefrom.

A further object is to provide a ring of
novel construction which is securely attached
to its holding means in a simple and efficient
manner, it being impossible for a key to be-
come detached from the ring through inad-
vertence or by accident. ‘

A further object is to provide a structure
of this character which is simple, durable
and efficient, compact in construction, and
which can be applied readily to a garment.

With the foregoing and other objects in
view which will appear as the description
proceeds, the invention resides in the combi-
nation and arrangement of parts and in the
details of constiuction hereinafter described
and claimed, it being understood that, with-
in the scope of what is claimed, changes in
the precise embodiment of the invention
shown can be made without departing from
the spirit of the invention. '

In the accompanying drawings the pre-
ferred form of the invention has been shown.

Tn said drawings—-

Tigure 1 is a front elevation of the device.

Figure 2 is a side elevation therecf show-
ing the garment clasp in one position.

Figure 3 is another side elevation showing
the garment clasp in open position.

Tigure 4 is a transverse section on line
44, Figure 1.

Figure 5 is a face view of the key ring
showing the eross portions interlocked.

Figure 6 is an edge view of the end por-
tions of the key ring, the same being shown
disengaged.

Tigure 7 is a perspective view of one end
portion of the key ring.

Referring to the figures by characters of
reference 1 designates a strip of spring
metal bent to form a loop, the opposed arms
of this loop converging towards the free
ends thereof and one of said free ends being
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outturned to form a finger piece 2 while the
other end of the loop is outturned to form
a jaw 8. The free transverse edge of the
jaw 8 is toothed or serrated as shown at 4 and
pressed inwardly from the strip 1 close to
the outturned end 3 is a knob 5 extending
partly across the throat between the two
arms of the loop.

Oppositely extending lugs 6 are formed
on the curved end portions or jaw 3 and ex-
tend into openings 7 formed in wings or
flanges 8 provided at the sides of the hooked
end 9 of a clamping lever 10. This lever has
a long arm terminating in an outturned fin-
ger piece 11 and an offset portion 12 is pro-
vided on said arm adjacent the flanges 8 so
as to form a shoulder 13, '

The parts heretofore described are so pro-
portioned that when the lever 10 is swung
to the position shown in Iigure 3 it can be
inserted along the back face of a portion of
a garment indicated at (3, so that the toothed
end 4 of the jaw 3 will thus rest against the
opposite face of the fabric. By then draw-
ing the strip 1 and the lever 10 together, the
toothed cnd 4 of the jaw 3 will bite into the
fabric. and snap past the shoulder 13 until
it comes to the position shown in Figure 2
whereupen the parts will be held secarely to
the fabric and cannot be removed therefrom
without swinging them apart and causing

‘the jaw 3 again to snap past the shoulder 13.

The ring designed to hold the keys is of
special construction and has been illustrated
in detail in Figures 5, 6 and 7. This ring
14 has terminal arms 15 which are crossed,
the meeting portions of the arms being
formed with transverse grooves 16 so that
said crossed portions can interlock or inter-
fit and thus hold the ring against contrac-
tion or expansicn as long as these parts are
in interfitting relation. The arms 15 are
hooked to provide fingers 17 extending to-
ward each other and adapted, when the arms
15 are interlocked, to abut at their ends as
shown in Figure 5. When the ends of the
fingers 17 are thus in engagement they form
a loop the greatest internal diameter of
which is substantially equal to the width of
the strip 1 so that when said strip is in-
serted through the loop thus provided the
ring will be supported from the loop. It
becomes impossible to open the ring as long
as it is engaged with the strip 1 because to
do so would necessitate moving the fingers
17 toward each other which, obviously, is
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impssible. Furthermore as the fingers 17
are seated in the loop and are pL,cel in
alignment end to end the ring will hang
flat and thus oceupy but Tittle space.  As the
crossed portions or arms of the ring inter-
fit, the ring cannot be coutracted for the
purpose of spreading the ends of the (ingers
17 apart. The only way in which a key can
be placed on the ring is by fivst sliding the
ving along the free end of the s tlip 1 80 as
to remove 1t completely from the strip, it
being mnecessary during this operation to
swing the finger 17 between the outturned
end 2 of the strip 1 and the projection 5.
After the ring has been removed the end
portions can be shifted laterally relative to
cach other so as to be moved out of inteifit-
ing relation and a key can then be inseried
on one of the fingers 17 and slipped down
onto the ring. Thcreaitel the ends of the
ring can again be placed in mtellobked Te-
lation and the loop formed by the finger 17

can be placed over the outturned end 2 of
the strip 1 and the ring moved down to the
intermediate or suppoxtm‘ portion of the
strip 1.

What is claimed is:— ‘

1. The combination with a rvesilient loop
having an outturned toothed jaw at ene end,
of a lever having a hoolked end pwuud]y
connected to the side portiong of the jaw, a
transverse shoulder upon said lever for mo-
mentary sliding engagement with the
toothed end of the j jaw “duri ing the movement
of the lever to open or closed position rela-
tive to the loop, said loop being adapted to
hold a key ring.

2. The combination with an elongated ve-
silient loop having its terminals outturned
to constitute a ﬁnoer piece and a jaw re-

spectively, of a lever having a hooked end

slidably and pivotally connected to the jaw,
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and a transverse shoulder upon said lever
{for sliding engagement with the jaw dur-
ing the movement of the lever to closed or

“open position relative to the loop, said loop

Lemg adapted to hold a key ring.

The combination with an elongated re-
111011L loop having outturned uermmals one
of said iumm Us constituting a toothed j jaw,
of a lever having a hoohed end straddling
and pivotally connected to the jaw, said le-
ver being movable toward and away from
the loop, a transverse sheulder upon the le-
ver for momentary sliding engagement with
the jaw during the movement of the lever in
either direction relative to the loop, one of
the outturned ends of the loop constituting
a stop for limiting the movement of the le-
ver in one direction relative to the loop,
said loop being adapted to hold a key ring.

4. The combination with a resilient loop
having outturned terminals constituting a
ﬁnoe1 piece and a jaw reapectlvely, of a le-
ver havmo a hooked end straddling and piv-
otally connected to the JaW, said lever be-
ing movable toward and from the loop and
cooperating with the jaw to form a clasp,
a transverse shoulder upon the lever mov-
able into momentary sliding engagement
with the jaw during the movement of the
lever toward and from the loop, the finger
piece upon the loop constituting a stop for
limiting the movement of the Tever in one
direction, said loop being adapted to hold
a key ring.

In tesiﬂmonv that T claim the foregoing
as my own, I have hereto affixed my signa-
ture in the presence of two witnesses.

TOUIS EDWARD POLHEMUS.
Witnesses:

Sarmye 8. GREGORY,

L. E. Grecory.
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