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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 

WILLIAM WAN WERT, OF IRENE, ILLINOIS. 

BRACE FOR FENCE-Posts. 
SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 542,908, dated July 16, 1895. 

Application filed April 5, 1895, Serial No. 544,670. (No model.) 

To all, Luhon, it mazy concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM WAN WERT, a 

citizen of the United States of America, resid 
ing at Irene, in the county of Boone and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Braces for Fence-Posts; 
and I do hereby declare the following to be 
a full, clear, and exact description of the in 
Vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
Companying drawings, and to letters of refer 
ence marked thereon, which form a part of this specification, 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

fence-post with means for bracing the same 
against movement from strain in the direc 
tion of the line of fencing, and in carrying 
out the invention I make use of a pair of un 
derground posts which are connected to the 
lower portion of the fence-post by loops and 
bars, the loops and one of the bars engaging 
the fence-post directly beneath the surface of 
the ground and the other brace-bar extend 
ing from a point near the lower end of the 
fence-post to the upper end of one of the brac 
ing-posts, as will be hereinafter fully set forth, 
and particularly pointed out in the claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, forming 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a side 
view showing the application of my invention 
to a fence-post. Fig. 2 is a detail view of one 
of the bracing-loops, and Fig 3 a detail view 
of one of the brace-bars. 
A designates the fence-post, which is pref 

erably made up of two metallic sections hav 
ing corresponding flanges or webs a. a, which 

... provide for connecting the sections together 
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by means of bolts or rivets and also serve for 
connecting the wires to the post. The post 
is preferably of tapered form, and the sec 
tions may be rolled or cast. 
The lower part of the post A is provided 

With openings through the flanges or webs a 
C, one b being located directly below the sur 
face of the ground, while the other c is on the 
other side and near the lower end of the post. 
BB designate supplemental oranchor posts, 

- Which are adapted to be planted beneath the 
50 Surface of the ground at a suitable distance 

from the fence-post A and on a line therewith 
and in the direction of the fence panels or 
wires, so as to be protected by the same. 
C C designate brace-bars, one being con 

nected to the fence-post at one end by means 
of a pin or rivet which passes through the ap 
erture b therein, the other end of said brace 
bar being connected to the anchor-post at 
the intermediate portion thereof. The other 
brace-bar is connected to the lower end of the 
fence-post by a pin or rivet passing through 
the aperture c therein and extends to the up 
per end of the other anchor-post, to which it 
is attached. By this arrangement the brace 
bars C are in an inclined position and paral 
lel with each other. 
D D designate loops, which are connected 

to the upper ends of the anchor-posts and to 
the fence-post, so as to lie in a horizontal po 
sition, the loop on one side of the post being 
connected thereto by the rivet or bolt, which 
asses through the aperture b and holds one 

of the brace-bars in place, while the other 
loop is connected to the fence-post by an inde 
pendent bolt passing through an aperture in 
the projecting flanges thereof. 
The device herein before described forms a 

cheap and efficient brace and securely holds 
the post against strain in the direction of the 
line of fencing, and where it is desired to use 
the post as a corner-post or for other purposes 
two or more anchor-posts may be planted at 

the brace-bars and loops duplicated. 
The hereinbefore-described device may be 

effectively used as a brace at gateways, where 
the strain of the wires upon the posts comes 
in one direction, or, in other words, the strain 
upon the upper part of the post being in one 
direction will draw on the inclined brace, 
which is connected to the post near the lower 
end thereof, and in using my improved brace 
the brace-rods should be disposed so that there 
will be a drawing-strain upon the rod con 
nected to the lower end of the post, said brace 
rod being located on the same side of the post 
that the strain is brought in straightening or 
tightening the fence-wires. 
I am aware that prior to my invention it 

has been proposed to provide a fence-post with 

right angles to those shown and described and 
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a brace consisting of an angular post posi 
tioned some distance from the fence-post and 
connected to the base portion of the fence 
post by a horizontal bar located beneath the 
surface of the ground and an additional brace 
bar which extends from the top of the anchor 
post at an upward inclination to an interme 
diate portion of the fence-post, the inclined 
brace being almost entirely above the surface 
of the ground, such construction being adapt 
ed to be used in connection with a fence-post 
which is positioned adjacent to a gateway. 
It will be readily noted that my invention is 
distinguished therefrom in that the braces 
for the fence-post are entirely underground 
and a plurality of anchor-posts are used, one 
of the brace-bars being secured very near the 
lower end of the fence-post. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In combination with a post, an under 
ground brace therefor consisting of a pair of 
anchor-posts planted on opposite sides of the 
fence-post on a line with the fencing, brace 
bars C C connecting the fence-post to the an 
chor-posts, one of the brace-bars being at 
tached to the lower end of the fence-post and 
to the upper end of the anchor-post and the 
other brace-bar being connected to the fence 
post directly beneath the surface of the 
ground and to the intermediate portion of the 
anchor-post, together with loops which are 
connected to the upper ends of the anchor 
posts and to the fence-posts so as to lie on a 

horizontal plane, substantially as shown and 
for the purpose set forth. 

2. In combination with a fence-post con 
structed substantially as shown and provided 
with flanges or webs a, a on a line with the 
fencing, of anchor-posts BB planted beneath 
the surface of the ground on a line with said 
flanges or webs, brace-bars C C connected to 
the anchor-posts and to the flanges of the 
fence-post, one of the bars inclining upwardly 
from the lower end of the fence-post and the 
other bar inclining downwardly from a point 
above the lower end thereof; together with 
loops DD connected to the fence-post and to 
the upper ends of the anchor-posts, the pair 
of anchor-posts, brace-bars and loops being 
all positioned underground substantially as 
shown and for the purpose set forth. 

3. In combination with a fence-post having 
side flanges, of anchor-posts positioned under 
ground on a line with said flanges, brace-bars 
CC having bent ends for attachment to the 
anchor-posts, and loops D D adapted to en 
gage with the upper ends of the anchor-posts, 
the terminals of said loops having eyes for 
attachment to the flanges of the fence-post, 
substantially as shown and for the purpose 
set forth. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM WAN WERT. 
Witnesses: 

ERNEST L. KING, 
WILLIAM MAIN. 
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