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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANK W. But FFU \t, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Louisiana, Missouri, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful Improvement in Oil 
Can Holders, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to 
which it appertains to make and use the 
Sale. 
This invention Irelates to oil-can holders. 
One object of the invention is to provide 

an inexpensive oil-can holder that can be 
conveniently attached to an automobile. 
Another object is to provide an oil-can 

holder that comprises few parts, and which 
is so designed that the oil-can can be re 
moved or inserted easily. 

Figure 1 of the drawings is a side ele 
vational view of an oil-can holder con 
structed in accordance with my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a top plan view of same; Fig. 3 
is a vertical cross sectional view taken on 
the line 3-3 of Fig. 2; Fig. 4 is a detail 
sectional view illustrating a movable clamp 
ing jaw of slightly different form from that 
shown in Fig. 1; Fig. 5 is a top plan view 
of a holder that is adapted to be connected 
to a horizontal supporting surface; and 
Fig. 6 is a side elevational view partly in 
vertical section on the line 6-6 of the 
holder shown in Fig. 5. 

Referring to Figs. 1, 2 and 3 of the draw 
ings which illustrate the preferred form of 
my invention, 1 designates the base portion 
of the device on which the oil-can rests, as 
shown in broken lines in Fig. 1, and 2 and 
3 designate jaws on said base portion that 
engage the oil - can and prevent it from 
moving relatively to the base portion 1, 
either in a vertical direction or laterally. 
The jaws 2 are stationary and are curved 
slightly, as shown in Fig. 1, so that they 
will conform approximately to the shape 
of the oil-can whose font or oil reservoir 
is substantially semi-spherical shape, as 
shown in Fig. 1. The jaw 3 is movable so 
that it can be moved into such a position 
that the oil-can can be moved out of en 
gagement with the curved stationary jaws 
2 and thus permit the oil-can to be lifted 
out of the holder. 
In the form of my invention herein 

shown, the movable jaw 3 is pivotally con 
nected to lugs 4 on the base portion 1 of 

end with a laterally projecting arm 5 that 
extends underneath the base portion 1 so 
as to coöperate with a flat leaf spring 6 
that is connected to the under side of the 
base portion 1 by means of a rivet, screw 
or other suitable fastening device 7 which 
passes through the spring 6 and through 
a boss S on the under side of the base por 
tion 1, as shown clearly in Figs. 1 and 3. 
The free end of the spring 6 exerts down 
Ward pressure on the arm 5 and thus forces 
the movable jaw 3 inwardly toward the oil 
can. The base portion 1 of the device is 
provided with a slot or notch in its pe 
riphery in which the movable jaw 3 lies, 
and two lugs 4 project downwardly from 
the base portion 1 on either side of said 
notch so as to embrace the jaw 3 and thus 
guide it accurately, the jaw 3 being con 
nected to said lugs by means of a pin 9 that 
passes transversely through said parts. 

In the preferred form of my invention, 
as shown in Figs. 1, 2 and 3, the movable 
jaw 3 is provided with a notch 3 for receiv 
ing the usual bead at the lower edge of 
the font of the oil-can, and the upper end 
of said jaw is curved or flared outwardly at 
3' so as to provide a cam surface which the 
lower edge of the font of the oil-can strikes 
against during the operation of inserting 
the oil-can in the holder. By constructing 
the movable jaw 3 in this manner I over 
come the necessity of manually moving said 
jaw into an inoperative position when the 
oil-can is inserted, and while I prefer to 
form the movable jaw in this manner, I do 
not wish it to be understood that my in 
vention is limited to this construction for, 
if desired, the holder can be provided with 
an inclined or movable jaw 13, as shown in 
Fig. 4, which laps over the font of the oil 
can in practically the same manner as the 
stationary jaws 2, said jaw 13 having a lat 
erally projecting finger-piece 14 so as to 
enable the jaw 13 to be moved outwardly or 
into an inoperative position when the oil 
can is being removed or inserted. 
The base portion 1 of the holder is pref 

erably formed from cast metal, and the 
stationary jaws 2, lugs 4, and boss 8 are 
cast integral therewith, thereby enabling the 
holder to be manufactured cheaply as it 
consists of only three parts, namely, the 
base, the movable jaw 3, and the flat leaf 
spring 6. The holder shown in Figs. 1, 2 

the holder, and is provided at its lower and 3 is adapted to be connected to a ver 
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tically disposed support, such, for example, 
as the dash of an automobile, and is pro 
vided with a vertically disposed attaching 
plate 10 that is integrally connected to the 
base portion 1, said attaching plate being 
provided with open-ended slots 11, as shown 
in Fig. 3, for receiving screws or other suit 
able fastening devices 12. If it is desired 
to use the holder on a flat supporting Sur 
face the attaching plate 10 is omitted, and 
the base portion 1 is provided on its under 
side with a plurality of perforated lugs or 
bosses 10 through which fastening devices 
12 pass, as shown in Figs. 5 and 6, so as 
to secure the holder to the Supporting struc 
ture on which it is mounted. 

Having thus described my invention, 
what I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is: 

1. An oil-can holder comprising a base 
portion provided with 
which are so formed that they lap over 
the lower edge portion of the oil font of 
the oil-can, a pivotally mounted jaw ar 
ranged in a slot in Said base portion and 
lmounted on a horizontally disposed pivot, 
a laterally projecting arm on the lower end 
of said pivotally mounted jaw that lies un 
derneath said base portion, and a leaf spring 
on the under side of Said base portion that 
exerts downward pressure on said arm and 
thus forces said movable jaw into engage 
ment with the lower edge portion of the 
font of the oil-can. 

2. An oil-can holder comprising a base 
portion provided with stationary jaws, said 
base portion having a notch formed in the 
periphery thereof, lugs depending from the 
under side of said base portion on opposite 
sides of said notch, a movable jaw arranged 
in said notch and pivotally connected to 
said lugs by a horizontally disposed pivot, 
a laterally projecting arm on said movable 
jaw which extends under said base portion, 
and a leaf Spring On the under side of said 

stationary jaws 
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base portion that exerts downward pressure 
on said arm and thus holds the movable jaw 
in engagement with the font of the oil-can. 

3. An oil-can holder consisting of a cast 
metal base portion provided with integral 
jaws and having an integral boss and de 
pending lugs on the under side of Same, a 
movable jaw arranged in a slot or notch in 
the periphery of said base portion and piv 
otally connected to said lugs, a laterally pro 
jecting arm on said movable jaw, a leaf 
spring detachably connected to the boSS on 
the under side of said base portion for ex 
erting downward pressure on said arm, and 
a notch in said movable jaw for receiving a 
bead on the lower edge of the font of the 
oil-can, the upper end of said movable jaw 
being flared or curved outwardly. 

4. An oil-can holder consisting of a cast 
metal base portion provided with integral 
jaws and having an integral boss and de 
pending lugs on the under side of same, 
a movable jaw arranged in a slot or notch 
in the periphery of said base portion and 
pivotally connected to said lugs, a laterally 
projecting arm on said movable jaw, a leaf 
spring detachably connected to the boss on 
the under side of said base portion for ex 
erting downward pressure on said arm, a 
notch in said movable jaw for receiving a 
bead on the lower edge of the font of the 
oil-can, the upper end of said movable jaw 
being flared or curved outwardly, and a ver 
tically disposed attaching plate integrally 
connected to said base portion and provided 
with openings for receiving fastening de 
vices that secure said piate to a supporting 
Structure. 
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses, 
this 17th day of November, 1911. - 

FRANK WASHIBURN BUFFUM. 
Witnesses: 

FRANCES BIBB, 
T. G. STARK. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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