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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows: 

1. In an unloading device for fuel elements having a 
core and a sheath spaced therefrom, a heavy cylindrical 
body, at least three fingers extending from said body 
parallel to the longest length thereof and spaced symmetri 
cally with respect to each other for insertion between the 
sheath and the core of the fuel element, surfaces on each 
of said fingers disposed parallel to the adjacent surface of 
the sheath and of the core respectively, a groove in each 
of said surfaces, said grooves in each of said fingers being 
spaced apart along the length thereof, a bottom for each 
of said grooves inclined downwardly toward the adjacent 
surface on the finger and a ball mounted in each of said 
grooves for movement into wedging engagement with the 15 2,514,760 
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adjacent surface of the fuel element when said device is 
raised. 

2. A device as described in claim 1 in which each of 
said fingers comprises a bar of rectangular cross section, a 
plate secured to each of two opposed surfaces of said 
bar and extending beyond the other opposed surfaces of 
said bar and inturned edges on said plates, said balls being 
mounted between said plates and within said inturned 
edges. 
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