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'This invention relates to patterns for the manufacture
of garments, The paper pattern as at present used has
retained substantlally the same form for very many years,
but has varjous disadvantages associated with its use.
Existing paper dressmakmg patterns ‘are of more than
one type: one, which is printed on thin paper of a semi-
transparent nature, generally consists of white paper with
adesign printed on the obverse in black ink, ‘its design
comprising the outline or cutting line of the portion of
the. garment which it is desired to cut out, and a seam
line running around the periphery on the inside :of the
outline 'and paralle]l therewith. On the cutting line there
are one or more indicia such as notches or lozenges which
form datum points which must be kept in register with
corresponding points on the. material from which the
garment is to be made, and although small variations
from the cutting line and: the seam line may be made
to ensure proper fit of the.-garment to the wearer, it
is intended that these datum points should be main-
tained in register. ~ In ‘addition, directions to the ‘dress<
maker are printed in the middle of the pattern, consist-
ing either of verbal instructions or further lines indicat-
ing cutting, folding or stltchmg, to make darts, gores, Or
other localised changes in-shape.

"Another type is also usually of semi-transparent white
paper, but-has no design printed thereon, the paper itself
being actually -cut into the various shapes necessary for
making bodices, sleeves, - collars;’ etc. - Darts, notches,
gores; or other localised. changes in -shape, are indicated
by -small holes in .the paper, -through which tacking
threads must be laboriously hand-sewn, or by ‘marking
with tailot’s chalk. ‘

‘With such a pattern of known type considerable: work
must be carried. out with the. pattern attached to the
material somewhat insecurely by pins and tacking thréads
and this insecure :attachment- makes it difficult, especially
for those .who have mnot the professional skill attained
through long experience, to cut out and handle the por-
tions of the garment neatly ‘and well.

Further, all known patterns require lengthy and com-
plicated printed and diagrammatic “Making Instructions,”
frequently printed .on 4 separate sheet, which are not al-
ways easily understood—even by the professionals, - With
pabterns laocordmg to the present invention, all cutting
lines, seam lines, darts, notches, étc., are marked on the

material . itself, and are ‘thus in thems'elves instructions.

Therefore, any "additional “separate instructions will be
short :and simple.

It is an object of the invention to provide patterns
which are more easily handled and which enable less
skilled persons to cut out and fashion really accurately
the various portions making up a garment.

Another object of the invention is to eliminate lengthy
preparatory work before cutting out, as is now neces-
sary with all existing dressmaking patterns, and to facili-

tate great accuracy in cutting out, machine-stitching (all

lines, etc., being easily seen and followed, when sewing
and making up) thereby giving the dressmaker, even
the beginner, the professional touch.

According to the invention, a pattern for the manu-
facture of a portion of a textile garment comprises a
sheet of flexible material bearing markings serving to
indicate how the portion is to be cut or sewn, said mark-
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2
ings ‘being printed thereon in at least one transferable
colour,
The sheet of flexible material may be paper, or it may
be polythene or other inexpensive, strong, flexible and
durable material capable of receiving transferred printed

- impressions.

Conveniently, the colours are selected from the three
primary colours. - By this means at least ‘one of them
will contrast sufficiently with whatever colour of textile
material is being used for the purpose to be described
hereinafter.

The colours may be transferable by heat, e.g., by the
use of an ordinary domestic iron, or they may be water
soluble or transferable by first damping the pattern. The
markings, e.g., lines and/or indicia may be on the obverse
of the pattern or they may be on its reverse.

In addition to the lines and/or indicia there may be
areas ‘of adhesive arranged to secure the pattern to the
textile material during use of the pattern, but in such a
way that it may be detached from the material after use
without damage thereto. The adhesive is conveniently
on the same side as the additional lines and/or indicia
and conveniently also, is transferable in the same man-
ner (e.g., by heat or moisture) as are. the transferable
colours.

The invention also includes a method of making a por-
tion of a textile garment which ‘comprises applying.to
the material a pattern having printed thereon lines and/or.
indicia in'transferable colours, transferring the colours:
to the:material by heat or by moisture, separating the ma-
terial from the pattern, and then cutting out the portion.
In such -a method, the pattern is preferably applied to
the material by adhesive softened by heat and moisture.

One embodiment - of the 'invention will be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGURE 1 is an elevational view of the reverse s1de
of a pattern-according to the inventtion, and :

FIGURE 2 is a fragmentary cross-section of the pat-
tern, on a greatly enlarged scale, on the line II—II,
FIGURE 1.

Referring to the drawmgs, a pattern for a smgle ‘portion
of a garment consists of a sheet of ‘semi-transparent paper
10 having its obverse plam and free from any markings.
The reverse side;” which is illustrated in. FIGURE 1, has
printed thereon in a suitable blue ink the cutting line 11,
the seam line 12, the datum markings 13, and all other,
arrows: 14, st1tch1ng lines 15 and ‘other markings such
as darts 16, folding lines 17 and directions 18 required by
the user,: all such printing being within the area. enclosed
by the cutting line 11. The legends appearmg in FIG-
URE 1 are shown in reverse, since this is how they are
printed, but they will, of course, when read through the
semi-transparent paper -10, appear-the right way round.
Other wording or markings (not shown) may be in-
cluded outside the cutting line 11 if desired, but it will be
appreciated that these will be cut away and discarded
and therefore will not be available if the pattern is going
to be used a second time.

The printing of the above recited markings is, in the
embodiment illustrated, effected in a single primary
colour, namely, blue. An example of a suitable heat-
transferable ink is as follows:

Oz.
Resin 24
Beeswax
Shredded soap
Litho blue
Gutta-percha
Coal  tar
Blue powder
White zinc
Turpentine
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Tt will be understood that the composition of the ink
may be varied as required, both as regards its colour
and its suitability for transfer from a substance other than
paper (e.g., polythene) to any particular fabric (silk,
cotton, wool, rayon, nylon etc.). The ink must, when
warmed to the temperature appropriate to the material,
become viscous and will attach itself to the surface of the
material to be cut.

In addition, on the reverse there may, if desired, be
areas to which are applied patches 19 of a heat-sensitive
adhesive material.

In use, the pattern 10 is laid on the material (not
shown), reverse side downwards, and a warm iron is run
over the obverse surface. This softens the adhesive 19
if this is employed and causes the pattern 10 to adhere
to the material and also softens the colours and causes
the lines such as 11, 12, 15 and indicia 13, 14, 17, to be
transferred to the material. The pattern 10 and the tex-
tile material are then capable of being easily handled as
one, and the cutting out can be performed at this stage
if desired. The adhesive areas 19 ensure that the pattern
and material are held together sufficiently to enable their
being easily handled, and this may be of especial im-
portance when very large arecas of material are being
handled.

The pattern 10 is then peeled away from the material
leaving coloured lines and/or indicia on the material vis-
ible to the eye by reason of their constrasting with the
colour of the material and being superimposed on it
(even when the colour of the material and transfer ink
are the same). If cuiting out has not already been done,
it may be effected now. In many instances it will be
sufficient merely if the datum points 13 are transferred,
although it will be appreciated that any markings may
be transferred as desired. The material is then folded,
stitched at the seam line, and any other dressmaking
operations are carried out therecon. When the garment
has been assembled, the adhesive and colours are re-
moved by brushing, or they may be removed by washing
or dry cleaning.

If a soluble medium is used for the colours and the
adhesive, the pattern must be spread out and then laid
with the transferable side downwards on a damp cloth,
pecled away after a few seconds and laid downwards on
the textile material, or the pattern may be dipped momen-
tarily in water, or the textile material may be dampened.
The -advantage of a moisture-sensitive medium is that,
whereas water is readily available, a heated iron may
sometimes be inconvenient or may be damaging to cer-
tain types of fabric.

The use of a material such as polythene for the pattern
may be convenient in that the polythene presents a non-
absorbent surface to the adhesive and transferable col-
ours. Further, the polythene is relatively durable and
the pattern may be used more than once. Thus, where
right and left-handed portions are to be made, indicia
could be printed on the obverse in water-sensitive medi-
um and on the reverse in heat-sensitive medium. The
indicia on the reverse could thus be transferred by the
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use of the iron, and one portion of the garment cut out;
the transfer could then be used a second time after being
damped to transfer the indicia on the obverse to another
piece of material to form the other handed portion of
the garment.

If such patterns were made right and left-handed, one
side of each being printed with heat-soluble transferable
colours, and the other being printed with water-soluble
colours, the patterns could be used twice, for the making
of two garments in succession., This is advantageous, as
a user who has used a pattern successfully tends to wish
to use it again.

It may also be advantageous to print each pattern piece
on a sheet with sufficient space outside the cutting line
to include cutting and sewing instructions, together with
diagrams showing the method of assembling the portion.
When the pattern itself has been cut out, the marginal
portion may be retained.

I claim:

1. A pattern for the manufacture of textile garments
from a textile comprising a sheet of flexible material,
and pattern marking lines and indicia printed in trans-
ferable color thereon, each of said lines and indicia being
formed of a plurality of transferable colors, at least one
of which colors will contrast sufficiently with the color
of the textile.

2. A pattern according to claim 1 and further com-
prising a plurality of areas of adhesive arranged to secure
the pattern to the textile material during use of the pat-
tern, said adhesive being of the type enabling removal
of the pattern from the textile without damage to the
pattern.

3. A pattern according to claim 1 wherein the plu-
rality of transferable colors comprises all three of the
primary colors. .

4. A pattern according to claim 1 wherein all of the
transferable colors are heat transferable,

5. A pattern according to claim 1 wherein all of the
colors are water soluble and transferable by damping
of the pattern.

6. A pattern according to claim 1 wherein each of
said plurality of transferable colors comprise both a heat
transferable color and a water soluble color to enable
re-use of the pattern.

7. A pattern according to claim 6 wherein the flexible
material is polyethylene.

8. ‘A pattern according to claim 7 and further com-
prising a plurality of areas of adhesive arranged to secure
the pattern to the textile during use thereof, said adhesive
being of the type enabling detachment of the pattern
from the material without damage thereto.
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