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951,257,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Mar. 8, 1910.

Application filed January 16, 1908. Serial No. 411,074.

To all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that I, Perer C. PrUsEr, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Scranton, in the county of Lackawanna and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Base-
Ball-Game Apparatus, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to game apparatus,
and has for its object to provide an im-
proved apparatus for simulating the game
of base ball, and to arrange the apparatus
for use in-doors as a house game.

It is proposed to provide a mechanical
pitcher capable of convenient manual ma-
nipulation for delivering the ball to the

batter, and to provide a mechanical batter:

for manual manipulation to bat the ball
delivered by the pitcher. There is also a
catcher constructed for catching the ball
delivered by the pitcher when the batter
fails to strike the ball. There are also in-
fielders, out-fielders and base-runners as in
the ordinary game of base ball. T also pro-
vide a board having a miniature diamond
marked oft thereon, there being an upstand-
ing flange entirely avound the board corre-
sponding to the usual fence. To prevent
loss of the ball delivered by the pitcher
when it passes the batter and the catcher,
there is a back-stop capable of being taken
down and folded for convenience in storage.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a game apparatus embodying the
features of the present invention. . Figs. 2
and 3 are enlarged detail views of the bat-
ter. Pigs. 4 and 5 are enlarged detail views
of the pitcher. Fig. 6 is a detail view of the
catcher. Fig. 7 is a detail view of one of
the fielders Fig. 8 is a detail view of one of
the base-runners.

Like characters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in each of the several fig-
ures of the drawings.

The present apparatus includes a playing
field or board 1, which is covered with some
suitable material, preferably felt. Around
the entire peripheral edge of the board or
field is an upstanding rim or flange 2 corre-
sponding to the ordinary fence. A mini-
ature diamond is marked off on the board,
and in vear of the catcher’s position is a
back-stop comprising a pair of space posts
3 having their lower ends removably fitted
in seats or sockets 4 carried by the inner
face of the flange 2. Between the posts and

carried thereby is stretched the body of the
back-stop, which may be of any suitable
flexible material, preferably canvas. When
not in use, the posts are removed from the
socket and the canvas wound around the
posts so as to fold the back-stop Into com-
pact form for storage.

The pitcher 6 is shaped and colored to
represent a miniature ball player, and is pro-
vided at its back with depending prop 7 hav-
ing a rearwardly-directed foot 8 designed to
be received within open-ended seats or sock-
ets 9 driven into the board. These seats may
be in the nature of ordinary double-ended
tacks. The arms 10 are pivoted to swing
vertically and are connected by the cross
bar 11 disposed to engage the front of the
body and support the arms in a substan-
tially horizontal position. Connected to the
free end of each arm is an elastic member
12, and there is a pocket 13 connecting the
free ends of the elastic members. By plac-
ing a ball, such for instance, as an ordinary
marble, in the pocket, the pitching device
may be manipulated in the manner of an or-
dinary bean shooter to deliver the ball to
the batter.

The batter 14 has a prop provided with a
pair of rearwardly-directed rigid feet de-
signed to be removably fitted into suitable
seats or sockets 16 in the board so as to main-
tain the batter rigidly in the proper rela-
tion to the home plate. The head and
shoulders portion of the batter is mounted to
rotate upon a vertical pin or axis 17 rising
from the body, and there is a bat 18 carried
by the oscillating portion of the batter. The
oscillating portion is yieldably maintained
in its normal position by springs or the like
19, and the oscillating movement is limited
by means of a stationary stop projection
rising from the top of the body and received
in a seat or socket 21 in the oscillating por-
tion. For manually manipulating the oscil-
lating portion of the batter, there is a cord
99, connected to the oscillating portion, so
that by pulling upon the cord the bat may
be swung forward in imitation of the bat-
ting movement employed in the ordinary
game of base ball.

The catcher 23 has a prop provided with
a rearwardly-extending foot 24 to remov-
ably fit in seats or sockets 25 in the board.
The arms 26 of the catcher are rigid and
rise above its head, where they carry a re-
ceptacle 27 which is open in front for the
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reception of the ball when the batter fails
to strike it.

The fielders are duplicates, and thevefore
a description of one will suffice. Fach fielder
is in the form of a miniature ball player 28,
from the legs of which diverge forwardly
a pair of rods 29. A pair of arms 30, extend
downwardly and forwardly from the body
and are connected to the outer ends of the
rods. A keeper bar 81 is mounted to slide
upon the arms and is normally at the lower
ends thereof. When a ball is rolling upon
the field and rolls in between the arms it
strikes and raises the keeper which after-
ward gravitates to its normal position and
prevents escape of the ball. When a batted
ball is thus trapped, the batter is out, as
when a fly ball is caught in the orclinary
game.

Any suitable number of base-runners may
be employed, three being sufficient. Each
base-runner 32 is in the form of a miniature
base ball player and is provided with a sha p
pointed downwardly “and rearwardly in-
clined prop or pin 83 designed to be thrust

into the board so as to support the runner |

at any of the bases.

The game is played according to the
usual base ball rules or any desired modi-
fication thereof, the pitcher being manipu-
lated by one player, and the batter manipu-
lated by an opposing player. When a hit
is made a base runner is advanced as usual
according to the length of the hit, as arbi-
trarily set up in the rules or agreed upon.

What is claimed is:—

1. In a game apparatus, a fielder having
a pair of rods extending forwardly and ar-
ranged to rest upon the field, a pair of arms
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inclined downwardly to the rods, and a
keeper bar slidable upon the arms and nor-
mally at the lower ends thereof. .

2. In a base ball game apparatus; . a
pitcher consisting of a miniature base hall
player having a pair of vertically swing-
mg arms of a length to extend above the
head of the pitcher, elastic members con-
nected with the arms and a ball-receiving
pocket connected to the elastic members,

3. In a base ball game apparatus, a
mechanical batter consisting of a miniature
base ball player having a stationary body
portion, an oscillating shoulders portion, a
bat carried by the oscillating portion, and
means for manually manipulating the oscil-
lating portion.

4. In a base ball game apparatus, fielders,
each having a pair of forwardly-extending
rods, a pair of forwardly-extending arms
connected to the rods, and a keeper connect-
ing and slidable upon the arms, a mechanical
pitcher having swinging arms and a ball-
receiving pocket elastically connected there-
to, a mechanical batter having an oscillat-
ing bat and means for manually manipulat-
ing the same, a catcher having means for
catching the ball, the pitcher, batter and
catcher provided with props having feet,
and seats for the reception of the feet to
support the pitcher, batter and catcher in
their respective positions.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

PETER C. PRUSER.
Witnesses :

Jor~ B. GiLLesprr,
Harry A. Kexxy.
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