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Zo a/7ohonv?may Concern: 
Beit knownthatI,WALLACE H.CAMP,0f 

Waterbury,inthecounty of New Havenand 
State ofConnecticut,haveinventedanewIm provementinKey-Racks;andIdoherebyde 
elarethefolowing,whentakenin Connection 
withaecompanying drawingsandtheletters 
ofreferencemarkedthereon,tobeaful,clear, 
andexact description ofthesame,and which 
SaiddrawingSCOnstitutepart0fthis8pecifica 
tion,andrepresent,in?? 
Figurel,afaceviewofthe b0ard;Fig.2,a 

VerticalSection? · 

Thisinvention relatest0animprovementin 
15racksforholding keys,designedwithspecial 

referenceto post-ofice use? - 
The manufacturer of ?ötofeeboxes Such” 

as nowgeneralyused8ends the numberre 
quiredforasingle oficeinamass,andwith 
them must besent Severalkeysforeachlock, 
andasthekeys must be SentSeparate or de 
tached,greatConfusionOftenexist8in?rOperly 
?lacingthekeys,Again,aftertheb0xesareset 
up,theduplicatekeysaretoberetainedbythe 
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alyare,andeach keymarkedwithits proper 
number,muchtimeislostinfindingthe par 
ticular key desired? - 
The object of myinventionisthe Construc 

tion of a key-boardwhichwil8eCurely hold 
the keys,each particular Set of duplicates by 
itself,andsothatthenumber ofthekeyswill bereadilyindicated,andthatoneormoremay 
,bedetachedatpleasuge;andtheinventioncon 

358ist8inakey-b0ard_hayingspring-hooks at 
tachedthereto,the hookendfree,theshank 
madefasttothe board,the mouthofthe hook 
toward the board,and Sothat thepointlies 
substantialyupontheboard,the hookend of 
the key rounded orinclined fromthe board 
outward80thatthe bow ofthe key pressed 
upagainstthe hook wilspringthehookout 
ward,andsothatthebowwilpasswithinthe 
grasp ofthe hook,andthenwhenthe keyis 
requiredastilfurtherforcingup ofthehook 
willbringthe lower side ofthe bowagainst 
theendofthe hookandforeeitoutwardfor 
theescape ofthe key,as morefuly herein 
after deSCribed? ,- , 
Arepresentsthe keyboard,whichismade 
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ofasizeC0rrespondingtothenumberofkeys? 
Saytwentywideandten high?thatistoSay, 
fortwo hundred keys,whichissuficientfor 
illustration? ?2 
ThehooksBaremadefromawire,theshank55 endaextendingthroughtheboardandriveted 

orseCuredupontheopp0siteside,asshownin 
Fig.2. Onthe Surface ofthe boardthe wire 
isbent downward,folowingSubstantialythe 
Surfaceforadistance,andthen outward,and 6o 

?ostmasters,andifkeptinamaSS,astheyuSu-· 

?ooks are ofsuficient sizeto hold Several 

itsendreturnedinwardand upward,asseen 
in Fig,2,and80thatthenOSeb ofthehook willié8übstantialyuponthesurface?That 
Dortion ofthehookbetweentheshankandthe Pose8ervesasaspringthetendency ofwhieh65 
isto holdthe nose ofthe hook againstthe 
board?One ofthese hooksis arranged for 
eachnumber,as Seenin Fig.1?Thenose of 
the hookbeingturnedupwardleavestheout 
side ofthenoseinelined downwardfromthe 7o board?ToinSertakey,takethekeyandforce 
itsbowagainst the boardand underthenose 
ofthe hook,as Seenin brokenlines,Fig,2, 
and?ressupward?The keypaSSesup onthe 
surface oftheboardandforeesthe hookout-75 
ward untiltheopeningin the bowisabove · 
the no8e of the hook,Thenthe spring,re… 
acting,returnsthekey9ntothe boardanden 
gage8thel00p,asSeenin Figs.land2,The 

8G 
keys,8othatalthe keysforacertainnumber 
maybe placeduponthe hook Corresponding 
to that number?Whenakeyisrequiredto 
betakenfromtheboard,takeholdofthekey, 
as before,and preSS upward,bringingthe 85 
lowerside ofthe openingin the bowagainst 
the hook,asseeninbrokenlinesatthelower hook,Fig.2,and preSS upward?The hook 
will beforced out,as before,and the bow 
?assabovethenoseofthehookandclearfrom 
it,sothatthe action ofthe hooktomake a 
Dositive engagement with the keyortoper 
mititsremovalisautomatic?Topreventdis 
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?lacement ofthe hooktransversey,TCutver 
ticalgrooye8dinthe surface ofthe boardin 95 
thelinewherethehooksaretobeintroduced, 
andinwidthlittle morethanthe diameter of 
the wire,andthen bringthebody ofthehook tobearinthegr00ve,and80thatthen08ewil 
also standin the groove,as Seenin Fig.2.“roo 
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This preventsthedisplacementofthehookby 
anytransverSe force which may be brought 
uponit?With eachset ofboxesoneor more 
boards,aceordingtothenumber,arethuspre 
Dared,the keys placedthereon andsentwith 
theboxes,thusavoiding any possible confu 
sion ofkeys,the keyforeach boxbeingread 
ilyindicated byitsDosition onthe board cor 
respondingtothenmberofthe boxtowhich 
itbelongs,Theseboardsmaythenberetained 
bythe postmastersasa holder forduplicate 
keyS,orkeySnotinuse? 
Vhile designed with special reference to 

post-oficeboxes,this key-rackisequalyap 
plicablet0 holdingotherclassesofkeys,asfor 
hotels,&c. * 
IClaim? - 

1,Akey-rackConsisting ofakey-board pro-1 

videdwithaseriesof hooks,B,the shankof 
the hooksecuredtotheb0ard,thenose ofthe 
hookturnedinward and upwardtowardthe 
face0ftheb0ard,wherebyakeymaybeforced 
up betweenthe hookand boardandintoen gagementwiththehook,orremovedtherefron 
byalike movement of the key,Substantially 
as deSCribed? 
2.Akey-rackboardconstructedwithgrooves 

d,CombinedwiththehooksBarrangedinSaid 
grooves,the shank ofthe hooksecuredtothe 
boardandthenoserestinginthegroove,Sub 
Stantialyas described? 
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