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(57) Support d’e¢quipement de sport comprenant un
poteau central, un certain nombre de crochets s’¢tendant
vers 1'extérieur pour accueillir un vétement ou un article
de sport, avec au moins un crochet mobile entre un

premier emplacement de rangement adjacen

[ au poteau

central et un deuxicme emplacement w
accrocher le vétement ou 1'équipement ou

1l1s€  pour
le crochet

pointe vers l’extérieur pour recevolr le vé€tement ou
I"article de sport. De préference, une picce ¢€lastique
entoure le poteau et le crochet mobile pour les maintenir
en position de rangement lorsqu’ils ne servent pas. Un
support d’équipement de sports portatif est aussi fourni.

I*I Industrie Canada  Industry Canada

(12) (19) (CA) Brevet-Patent

(11) (21) (C) 2,204,977

(22)
(43)
(45)
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(57) There 1s provided a sports equipment rack which has
a central post, a plurality of outwardly extending hanger
members to receive an article of clothing or piece of
sports equipment, with at least one of the hanger
members being moveable between a first storage
position wherein the member lies adjacent the central
post and a second garment or equipment hanging
position wherein the hanger member extends outwardly
to recerve the piece of clothing or sports equipment. An
elasticized member preferably extends around the post
and the moveable hanger members to retain the same 1n
a storage position when not wanted. There 1s also

provided a portable sports equipment rack.
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ABSTRACT

There 1s provided a sports equipment rack which has
a central post, a plurality of outwardly-extending hanger
members to receive an article of clothing or piece of sports
equipment, with at least one of the hanger members being
moveable between a first storage position wherein the member
lies adjacent the central post and a second garment or
equipment hanging position whérein the hanger member extends
outwardly to receive the piece of clothing or sports
equipment. An elasticilized member preferably extends around
the post and the moveable hange: members to retain the same
in a storage position when not wanted. There 1is also

provided a portable sports equipment rack.
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The present invention relates to equipment for the
storage of sports accessories and more particularly, relates
to a sports equipment rack which may be utilized for sports
equipment including articles of clothing.

Some sports and particularly contact sports such as
hockey and football utilize a great deal of equipment which
must be stored. The eguipment can not be stored immediately
after use as generally it must be aired and dried. This 1is
also the case even in some non-contact sports such as skilng
and the like.

If the equipment and clothing is not properly dried,
mold and mildew and unpleasant odors can result.

The use of various types of racks for sports
equipment is known in the art. One such sports equipment
rack 1s disclosed in U.S. Patent 5,377,849. 1In this patent,
there is taught a sports equipment rack which may be
utilized for supporting different types of sports equipment
in a spaced apart relationship. The rack is comprised of
various support members which are interconnected together.
The patentee teaches that the rack may be transported
without disassembly. As shown in Figure 3 of this patent, a
number of different pieces or components are utilized in the
assembly of the rack rendering it relatively complex and
expensive.,

Other devices for the purpose of supporting pileces
of sports equipment are shown in Canadian Industrial Design
Registrations 355,288, and 354,654. These devices show the

_l_
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use of a central support and fixed arms for the support of

sports equipment.

There are also a number of different types of
clothes stands or display racks which are designed for
displaying equipment and/or clothing. Generally, each one
of the display racks is designed for a particular type of
clothing and is not adaptable for the drying and airing of

sports equipment.

It is therefore an object of the present invention
to provide for a sports equipment rack which is designed to
accept different pieces of equipment and/or clothing for the
drying thereof.

It is a further object of the present invention to
provide a sports equipment rack which 1s compact and
utilizes relatively few components.

It is a further object of the present invention to
provide a portable sports rack which may be carried by the
athlete while travelling.

According to one aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a sports equipment rack comprising a
central post, a plurality of outwardly extending hanger
members to receive an article of clothing or a piece of
sports equipment, at least one of the hanger members beilng
movable between a first storage positidn wherein the member
lies adjacent the central post and a second garment hanging

position wherein the hanger member extends outwardly to
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receive the article of clothing or piece of sports
equlipment.

In a greater detail, the central post may be any
convenient and preferably is a rectangular tubular member.
The post and associated members may be formed of any known
suitable material including various metals and plastics.

Extending outwardly from the central post are a
plurality of hanger members. The particular arrangement of
the hanger members can vary depending upon the intended use
with one preferred embodiment being shown in the drawings
which will be discussed in greater detail hereinbelow.

Having thus generally described the invention,
reference will be made to the accompanying drawings
illustrating embodiments thereof, in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a sports equipment
rack according to one embodiment of the present invention;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of a portable sports
equipment rack according to a further embodiment of the
present invention;

Figure 3 is a front elevational view of the sports
equipment rack of Figure 1 illustrating placement of sports

equipment thereon;

Figure 4 is a side elevational view of Figure 3;
Figure 5 is a partial side elevational view showing
the upper portion of the sports equipment rack of Figure 1;

Figure 6 is a front elevational view of Figure 5;
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Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view taken along the
lines 7-7 of Figure 5;

Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 5, but of the

second embodiment of Figure 2;

Figure 9 is a front elevational view of Figure 8;

and

Figure 10 is a cross-sectional view taken along the
lines 10-10 of Figure 8.

Referring the drawings in greater detall and by
reference characters thereto, there is 1illustrated a sports
equipment rack which is generally designated by reference
numeral 10.

Sports equipment rack 10 includes a central post 12
which is of a rectangular configuration and has a first pair
of opposed sides 14 and 18 and a second pair of opposed

sides 16 and 20.

Sports equipment rack 10 further includes equipment
support members 22, 24 and 26 which are circular in cross
section and which extend through apertures in sides 14, 18
of central post 12. In the illustrated embodiment,
equipment support member 24 is of a slightly greater length
than equipment support members 22 and 26. It will be

understood that different lengths may be employed as
desired and that the support members may be moved
horizontally from one side to the other. Each equipment
support member 22, 24 and 26 carriles an end cap 27 at the

distal ends thereof.
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Central support 12 is held in the vertical position
by means of base support elements 28 and 30. Base support
element 28 includes a horizontal portion 32 extending
substantially normal to sidewalls 16 and 20 of central post
12. At either end, there are provided inwardly angled
portions 34 which terminate with an end thereof fitting
within apertures within walls 16 and 20 of central post 12.
At the outer extremity of horizontal portion 32 there are
provided footpads 36. Stop members 38, for reasons which
will become apparent hereinbelow, are located on inwardly
angled portions 34.

Base support member 30 is of a substantially
identical structure to base support member 28 except that 1t
does not have stop members 38 thereon. Base support members
28, 30 are held in position by a screw 31 through horizontal
portion 32 to central support 12; this serves to tension
base support members 28, 30 which in an unattached position
would be slightly spaced therefrom.

Located proximate the upper end of central post 12
are a pair of moveable equipment support members generally
designated by reference numerals 42 and 44. Each moveable
equipment support member 42, 44 is substantially identical
and thus, only one will be described herein.

Moveable equipment support member 44 includes a
longitudinally extending arm 46 having an end cap 48 placed
on a distal end thereof. At the end proximate central post

12, longitudinal arm 46 terminates in a first arm segment 50
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which extends horizontally and perpendicularly with respect

to longitudinal arm 46. In turn, first arm segment 50
merges with a second arm segment 52 and which arm segment 52
in turn terminates in a shaft 54 extending through central

post 12. Thus, longitudinal arm 46 may be moved from the
position where it extends outwardly for storing equipment to
a position wherein it will lie adjacent wall 16 as shown 1n
Figure 5. Arm segment 50 limits the extent of downward
movement of moveable equipment support member 44.

To retain moveable equipment support member 44 in a
vertical position, a washer 56 is interposed between arm
segment 52 and post 12. A press fit cap 58 on the distal
end of shaft 54 in conjunction with washer 56 frictionally
retains member 44 1in the desired position.

In operation, the sports equipment rack may be used
for various pieces of sport paraphernalia and one such
arrangement is shown in Figures 3 and 4 wherein equipment
used for ice hockey is illustrated. 1In this arrangement,
skates 62 may be stored on equipment support member 26 while
gloves 64 and elbow pads 66 are stored on equipment support
member 24. Upper equipment support member 22 is utilized
for shoulder pads 68 while a sweater 70 is hung by means of
a conventional clothes hanger 72 on moveable equipment
support member 44. Stop members 38 support shin pads 61.

A portable sports equipment rack is illustrated in

Figures 2 and 8 to 10 and will now be referred to.

The portable sports equipment rack 1is generally
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designated by reference numeral 80 and includes a central
post 81 which is of a rectangular configuration including
sides 82, 84, 86 and 88. An end cap 90.is provided at the
upper end and a similar end cap 91 at the lower end thereof.
A hanger 92 may be provided to hang the rack from a suitable
support.

In this particular embodiment, there are provided
moveable equipment support members 94, 96, 98 and 100, each
being associated with a respective sidewall.

Each of moveable equipment support members 94, 96,
98 and 100 are substantially identical thus only one will be
described hereiln.

As shown in Figure 8, moveable equlipment support
member 96 includes an elongated arm 102 having an angled
segment 104 at a distal end thereof. An end cap 106 1is
mounted on the free end of angled segment 104.

At its other end, elongated arm 102 terminates 1in a
downwardly extending leg 108 and an inwardly extending fork
110. Each of two-fork arms terminate in angled segments 112
fitting within central post 81.

Associated with moveable egquipment support members
94 and 98 is an elasticized retaining member 114 which
extends around central post 81 and is retained 1in place by
means of a retaining clip 116. In other words, elasticized
retaining member 114 functions to retain moveable equipment
support members 94 and 98 adjacent central post 116 in a

storage position when not required. A similar arrangement
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prevails for members 96 and 100.

As will be seen, all of the moveable equipment
support members 94, 96, 98 and 100 may be moved to a
position wherein they lie adjacent the sidewalls of support

post 81. As such, they permit the rack 80 to be easily

carried in a sports equipment bag and the device may then be
used for drying equipment such as in the locker room.

It will be understood that the above described

embodiments are for purposes of illustration only and that
changes and modifications may be made thereto without

departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.
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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege
is claimed are defined as follows:

1. A sport;s equipment rack comprising a central post, a plurality of outwardly
extending hanger members to receive an article thereon, at least one of the hanger
members being moveable between a first storage position wherein the member lies
adjacent said central post and a second equipment hanging position wherein the
hanger member extends outwardly to teéeive an article of sports equipment, at least
one other of said outwardly extending hanger members comprising a honzontally
extending hanger member, said horizontally extending hanger member extending
through said central post and being supported thereby.

2. The sports equipment rack of Claim 1 further including base support members,
said base support members being secured proximate a bottom end of said central post.
3. The sports equipment rack of Claim 1 wherein said outwardly extending hanger
members include two hanger members being moveable between said first storage
position and said second equipment hanging position.

4. The sports equipment rack of Cl‘ajm 3 further including end caps af distal ends
of said outwardly extending hanging members.
5. The sports equipment rack of Claim 1 further including means to retain said at

least one of the moveable hanger members in a position adjacent to said central post.

6. The sports equipment rack of Claim 5 wherein said means comprises an
elasticized member.
7. The sports equipment rack of Claim 2 wherein said base support members each

include an outwardly extending stop member to support a piece of sports equipment.
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8. The sports equipment rack of Claim 1 further including first and second base
support members, each of said base support members comprising a horizontal portion
and an upwardly and inwardly extending arm at each opposed end of said horizontal
portion, a distal end of each of said upwardly and inwardly extending arms being
secured to said central post, said horizontal portions being attached to a bottom of said
central post.

9. A sports equipment rack comprising a central post, a plurality of outwardly
extending hanger members to receive an article thereon, and a base, said base
comprising a plurality of base support members, each of said base support members
having a first horizontal portion, one end of each of said horizontal portions being
secured to an underside of said central post by a screw member to thereby tension said
base support members, a second portion being connected to said central post at a point
upwardly of said underside, distal ends of said first horizontal portion and said second
portion merging together.

10. A sports equipment rack comprising a central post, a plurality of outwardly
extending hanger members to receive an article thereon, and a base, said base
comprising a pair of base support members, each base support member comprising a
horizontal portion, an arm located at either end of said horizontal portion, each of said
arms extending upwardly and inwardly towards said post, said arms being secured to
said post, each of said horizontal portions being secured to an underside of said post

by a screw member to thereby tension said support members.
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