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To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs PETERSEN, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Corvallis, in the county of Benton, 
State of Oregon, have invented a new and 
useful Detachable Safety - Lock for Milk 
Cans, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
My invention comprehends certain new 

and useful improvements in locks for milk 
can covers and has for an object to provide 
a lock of this character which will be of 
extremely simple construction and opera 
tion and which will securely lock the cover 
in position. 
Another object is to provide a two part 

lock of this character detachably connected 
with the handle of the cover and constructed 
in such manner as to grip the edges of the 
cover and can at three different points and 
thereby securely lock the cover in position. 
Another object is to generally improve 

and simplify the construction of devices of 
this character and form the same in such 
manner that they may be readily secured to 
the cover handles or removed from the same. 
With the above and other objects in view, 

this invention consists in the novel features 
of construction, combination and arrange 
ment of parts to be hereinafter more fully 
described, claimed and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawings, in which-- 

Figure 1, is a top plan view, showing my 
improved lock employed for locking a cover 
of ordinary construction upon a milk can of 
conventional form, a portion of the can be 
ing broken away. Fig. 2, is a vertical sec 
tional view of the same with parts broken 
aWay. 

Referring more specifically to the draw 
ings in which similar reference characters designate corresponding parts throughout 
the several views, 1 designates the upper 
portion of a milk can of conventional form 
with the cover 2 of ordinary construction 
employed for closing the mouth of the can 
and provided with the transverse handle 3 
having its opposite ends secured to the in 
terior of the cover in the usual manner. 

Positioned through the vertical opening 
in the center of the handle is a threaded 
member 4 having the nut 5 upon its lower 
end and bearing against the under face of 
the handle while the upper portion of Said 
member 4 is bent to form an eye 6 through 

to the cover handle 3 and 

which is positioned the locking bar 7 which 
has one end flattened and bent upon itself to form a gripping finger 8 for engagement 
around the overlapped edges of the can and 
cover, as will be clearly apparent. The op 
posite end of the locking bar 7 is threaded, 
as shown at 9 and extended through the cen 
tral opening in the flat locking strip 10 and 
has the thumb nut 11 upon said threaded 
end and bearing against one piece of the 
locking strip 10 to secure said strip in posi 
tion and force the same along the locking 
bar 7. The locking strip 10 is given a half 
twist or turn of spaced distances from its 
opposite ends, as shown at 12 to place the 
ends of said locking strip in a horizontal 
plane. The ends are then bent back upon 
themselves, as shown at 13 to form gripping 
fingers similar to the gripping finger 8 of 
the locking bar 7 and also adapted for en 
gagement around the outwardly directed 
and overlapped edges of the cover 2 and 
can 1. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent 

that owing to the length of the locking strip 
10, the finger ends 13 thereof will be caused 
to tightly grip the edges of the cover and 
can as the thumb nut 11 is tightened upon 
the locking bar 7. It will also be evident 
that this locking bar will be drawn through 
the eye 6 and toward the locking strip 10, 
as the thumb nut 11 is tightened against the 
locking strip 10, thereby causing the grip 
ping finger 8 formed on the free end of 
the locking bar 7 to also grip the edges of 
the cover and can. It will further be evi 
dent that the parts may be securely fastened 

play of the 
locking bar 7 and locking strip 10 prevented, 
by tightening the nut 5 upon the flattened 
member 4, thereby drawing down upon the 
locking bar 7. It will further be apparent 
that the safety lock may be readily applied 
or removed as desired and the locking bar 
7 and locking strip 10 may be swung at any 
desired angles with respect to the cover 
handle 3. Further, if desired, the locking 
bar 7 may be provided with a suitable open 
ing in its threaded end, outwardly of the 
thumb nut 11 to receive the bolt or wire of 
any conventional form of seal after the cover 
has been securely locked in position, there 
by preventing unauthorized parties from re 
moving the cover without leaving evidence 
of the act. 
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While I have shown the preferred embodi 
ment of my invention, it will be evident 
that minor changes in the details of con 
struction may be made within the scope of 
the appended claims without departing from 
the spirit of my invention. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim is:- 

1. A can cover locking means comprising 
a locking strip having its opposite ends bent 
for engagement over the edges of a can and 
cover, a locking bar engaged through the 
locking strip and having one end bent for 
engagement over the edges of the can and 
cover, means for drawing the locking bar 
and strip toward one another, and means 
for connecting the locking bar with the 
COWe. 

2. A cover lock comprising the combina 
tion with a can and cover, of a locking strip 
having its end formed for engagement 
around the overlapped edges of the can and 
cover, a locking bar having one end formed 
for engagement around the overlapped edges 
of the can and cover, means for drawing the 
locking strip and locking bar toward one 
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another, and connections between the lock 
ing bar and can cover. 

3. A can cover lock comprising the com 
bination with a can and a cover having a 
handle, of a threaded member positioned 
through the handle and having its upper 
end in the form of an eye, a locking strip 
having its end formed for engagement 
around the edges of the can and cover, said 
locking bar being engaged through the eye 
of the threaded member and through the 
central portion of the locking strip, the por 
tion of the member engaged through the 
locking strip being threaded, a thumb nut 
engaged upon the threaded portion of the 
locking bar and bearing against the locking 
strip to draw said strip and bar toward one 
another, and means upon the threaded mem 
ber engaged through the handle for drawing 
the same downwardly and thereby prevent 
ing play of the locking bar and strip. 

CELARES PETERSEN. 
Signed in the presence of us as Witnesses: 

W. S. McFADDEN, 
GERTRUDE PORTEOUS. 
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