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(57) ABSTRACT 

An isolation circuit, comprising a first transistor having a 
gate, a first source? drain terminal, and a second source/drain 
terminal, a first pad coupled to the gate of the first transistor, 
the first pad operable to receive an enable signal, a second pad 
coupled to the first source/drain of the first transistor, the 
second pad operable to receive a ground potential, a first fuse 
device coupling the second source/drain terminal to a node, a 
second fuse device coupling the node to the first pad, a third 
pad operable to receive a signal to be applied to at least one 
die, and a second transistor operable to selectively transfer the 
signal received at the third pad to the at least one die in 
response to a control signal provided by the node. 
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SOLATION CIRCUIT 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. This application is a Continuation of U.S. applica 
tion Ser. No. 1 1/338,066, filed Jan. 24, 2006 which is a Divi 
sional of U.S. application Ser. No. 10/176,015, filed Jun. 20, 
2002, now issued as U.S. Pat. No. 7,026,646 which are incor 
porated herein their entirety by reference. 
0002 The present application is related to U.S. application 
Ser. No. 10/176,330, filed Jun. 20, 2002, now U.S. Pat. No. 
6.967,348, and is assigned to the assignee as the present 
application and is incorporated herein in its entirety by refer 
CCC. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0003. The present invention relates generally to micro 
electronic dies, semiconductor chips and the like, and more 
particularly to an isolation circuit for use with a microelec 
tronic die. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0004. In semiconductor wafers including microelectronic 
dies formed on the wafers and the like, an electrical signal can 
be transmitted or shared from one component part or die to 
another. This can be the case in testing a wafer when a test 
signal can be sent to multiple different dies. One problem with 
sharing an electrical signal from one part or die to another is 
that a malfunction or defect in any of the dies can adversely 
effect the electrical signal being shared and cause the remain 
ing dies to malfunction or appear to fail the test when the dies 
may actually be good. 
0005 One example where electrical signals are shared by 
a plurality of different parts or dies is in a parallel test system 
for Wafer Level Testing (WLT). In WLT, multiple dies on a 
wafer can be evaluated simultaneously. Prior to WLT, each of 
the dies on a wafer can be individually tested by probe testing 
or by a similar procedure to determine if any of the dies have 
certain defects. After probe testing, several predetermined 
electrical signals can be applied to contact pads formed on the 
wafer to more efficiently test multiple dies simultaneously. If 
one or more of the dies in a group being tested together are 
defective, the integrity of the shared electrical signal can be 
impacted Such that potentially all of the dies sharing the signal 
can fail the test. There can also be uses other than testing when 
electrical signals are shared and one or more defective parts or 
dies can adversely effect the electrical signals and conse 
quently the performance of a device or system incorporating 
the dies. 
0006 Electrical signals such as the shared electrical sig 
nals can be applied to a die by a conductive pad formed on the 
die or wafer. For example, at least one test pad can be formed 
in association with each die for applying test signals during 
WLT. The different test pads that share the test signal can be 
interconnected by conductive lines or traces. During normal 
operation of the die, a test pad and associated interconnect 
lines or traces can become inadvertently coupled to an asso 
ciated die or remnants of a test pad and associated intercon 
nect lines after the dies are separated from the wafer can 
become inadvertently coupled to the die. The test pad and 
interconnecting lines can presenta Substantial capacitive and 
resistive load coupled to the die that can adversely effect 
performance of the die. 
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0007 Accordingly, for the reasons stated above, and for 
other reasons that will become apparent upon reading and 
understanding the present specification, there is a need for a 
circuit or device to isolate a defective die to prevent a shared 
signal from being impacted by the defective die and thereby 
adversely effecting the operation or testing of other dies to 
which the shared signal is applied. Additionally, there is a 
need for a circuit or device to prevent a test pad or other type 
pad from being coupled to an associated microelectronic die 
during normal operation of the die or during operation of the 
die other than when the pad is needed to apply a test signal or 
another signal. Further, there is a need for a method of testing 
multiple dies on a wafer where a defective die cannot 
adversely effect the testing of other dies sharing a common 
signal. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0008. The above mentioned problems with defective 
microelectronic dies are addressed by the present invention 
and will be understood by reading and studying the following 
specification. Isolation circuits, microelectronic dies, semi 
conductor wafers and systems are provided by the present 
invention that isolate a defective die and thereby prevent a 
shared signal from being impacted by the defective die and 
prevent the defective die from effecting the operation or test 
ing of other dies to which the shared signal is applied. The 
present invention also provides a circuit or device to prevent 
a test pad or other pad from being coupled to an associated 
microelectronic die during normal operation of the die or 
during operation of the die other than when the pad is needed 
to apply a signal. 
0009. In accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention, an isolation circuit includes a first pad adapted to 
receive a control signal and a second pad adapted to receive 
another signal. Such as a test signal. A third pad is coupled to 
a microelectronic die and a device is adapted to transfer the 
other signal from the second pad to the third pad in response 
to the control signal. 
0010. In accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention, an isolation circuit includes a first pad 
adapted to receive a control signal and a second pad adapted 
to receive another signal. A third pad is coupled to a micro 
electronic die. A first device is adapted to transfer the other 
signal from the second pad to the third pad in response to the 
control signal. A second device is adapted to selectively pre 
vent the second pad from being coupled to the third pad 
during a predetermined use or normal use of the microelec 
tronic die. 
0011. In accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention, an electronic system includes a processor 
and a memory system coupled to the processor, wherein at 
least one of the processor and the memory system are formed 
on a microelectronic die including an isolation circuit. The 
isolation circuit includes a first pad adapted to receive a con 
trol signal and a second pad adapted to receive another signal. 
A third pad is coupled to one of the processor or the memory 
system and a device is adapted to transfer the other signal 
from the second pad to the third pad in response to the control 
signal. 
0012. In accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention, a method comprises: determining if any 
microelectronic dies of a plurality of microelectronic dies 
formed on a semiconductor wafer are defective; applying a 
test signal to a test padassociated with each of the microelec 
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tronic dies; operating a device associated with each micro 
electronic die to couple the test pad to a part pad if the 
microelectronic die is good, wherein the part pad is connected 
to the microelectronic die; and preventing the test signal from 
being applied to the microelectronic die if the die is defective. 
0013 These and other embodiments, aspects, advantages 
and features of the present invention will be set forth in part in 
the description which follows, and in part will become appar 
ent to those skilled in the art by reference to the following 
description of the invention and referenced drawings or by 
practice of the invention. The aspects, advantages, and fea 
tures of the invention are realized and attained by means of the 
instrumentalities, procedures, and combinations particularly 
pointed out in the appended claims. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0014. In the drawings, like numerals describe substan 
tially similar components throughout the several views. Like 
numerals having different letter suffixes or primed (X) rep 
resent different occurrences of Substantially similar compo 
nentS. 

0015 FIG. 1 is a top view of a wafer or substrate contain 
ing microelectronic or semiconductor dies in accordance with 
an embodiment of the present invention. 
0016 FIG. 2 is a top view of a portion of a wafer or 
Substrate illustrating an isolation circuit in accordance with 
an embodiment of the present invention. 
0017 FIG. 3 is a top view of a portion of a wafer or 
Substrate illustrating an isolation circuit in accordance with 
another embodiment of the present invention. 
0.018 FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a wafer or sub 
strate showing a redistribution layer (RDL) in accordance 
with an embodiment of the present invention. 
0019 FIG. 5 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. 
0020 FIG. 6 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit in accordance with another embodiment the present 
invention. 
0021 FIG. 7 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit in accordance with a further embodiment of the 
present invention. 
0022 FIG. 8 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit including a conductive jumper to selectively prevent a 
test pad from being coupled to a part pad in accordance with 
another embodiment of the present invention. 
0023 FIG. 9 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit including an anti-fuse to selectively prevent a test pad 
from being coupled to a part pad in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention. 
0024 FIG. 10 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit in accordance with another embodiment of the present 
invention. 

0025 FIG. 11 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit in accordance with a further embodiment of the 
present invention. 
0026 FIG. 12 is an example of an application of an isola 
tion circuit in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. 

0027 FIG. 13 is another example of an application of an 
isolation circuit in accordance with an embodiment of the 
present invention. 
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0028 FIG. 14 is a block schematic diagram of a circuit 
module including microelectronic dies having isolation cir 
cuits in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven 
tion. 
0029 FIG. 15 is a block schematic diagram of a memory 
module including microelectronic dies with isolation circuits 
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 
0030 FIG. 16 is a block schematic diagram of an elec 
tronic system including a isolation circuit in accordance with 
another embodiment the present invention. 
0031 FIG. 17 is a block schematic diagram of a memory 
system including microelectronic dies with isolation circuits 
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 
0032 FIG. 18 is a block schematic diagram of a computer 
system including isolation circuits in accordance with an 
embodiment of the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS 

0033. In the following detailed description of the preferred 
embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying draw 
ings which form a part hereof, and in which is shown by way 
of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention 
may be practiced. These embodiments are described in suf 
ficient detail to enable those skilled in the art to practice the 
invention, and it is to be understood that other embodiments 
can be utilized and that process or mechanical changes may 
be made without departing from the scope of the present 
invention. The terms wafer and substrate used in the follow 
ing description include any base semiconductor structure. 
Both are to be understood as including silicon-on-Sapphire 
(SOS) technology, silicon-on-insulator (SOI) technology, 
thin film transistor (TFT) technology, doped and undoped 
semiconductors, epitaxial layers of a silicon Supported by a 
base semiconductor, as well as other semiconductor Support 
structures well known to one skilled in the art. Furthermore, 
when reference is made to a wafer or substrate in the follow 
ing description, previous process operations may have been 
utilized to form regions/unctions in the base semiconductor 
structure. The following detailed description is, therefore, not 
to be taken in a limiting sense, and the scope of the present 
invention is defined only by the appended claims. 
0034. The transistors described herein include transistors 
from bipolar-junction technology (BJT), field effect technol 
ogy (FET), or complimentary metal-oxide-semiconductor 
(CMOS) technology. A metal-oxide-semiconductor (MOS) 
transistor includes a gate, a first node (drain) and a second 
node (source). Since a MOS transistor is typically a sym 
metrical device, the true designation of “source' and “drain 
is only possible once Voltage is impressed on the terminals. 
The designations of source and drain herein should be inter 
preted, therefore, in the broadest sense. It should also be noted 
that a P-channel MOS transistor could alternatively be used 
for an N-channel MOS transistor and vice versa with the 
polarity of the associated gate Voltages merely being 
reversed. For example, applying a negative gate Voltage in the 
situation of a P-channel MOS transistor to activate the tran 
sistor and reversing the polarity to apply a positive gate Volt 
age to activate an N-channel transistor if an N-channel MOS 
transistor is substituted for a P-channel transistor. 
0035 FIG. 1 is a top view of a wafer 100 or substrate 
containing a plurality of microelectronic or semiconductor 
dies 102 in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. A die 102 is an individual pattern, typically rect 
angular, on a substrate that contains circuitry to perform a 
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specific function. A semiconductor wafer 100 will typically 
contain a repeated pattern of Such dies 102 containing the 
same functionality. Die 102 can further contain additional 
circuitry to extend to Such complex devices as a monolithic 
processor with multiple functionality. Die 102 is typically 
packaged in a protective casing (not shown) with leads 
extending therefrom (not shown) providing access to the cir 
cuitry of the die 102 for unilateral or bilateral communication 
and control. The dies 102 are separated from one another by 
a scribe line 104. The scribe lines 104 can be used to separate 
each of dies 102 by sawing along the scribe lines 104. Near 
the edge of the wafer 100 are partial or incomplete dies that 
can be referred to as mutant dies 106. The mutant dies have 
typically have insufficient area to contain the repeated cir 
cuitry formed on the complete dies 102. 
0036 FIG. 2 is a top view of a portion of a wafer 200 or 
Substrate illustrating an isolation circuit 208 in accordance 
with an embodiment of the present invention. The wafer 200 
includes a plurality of complete microelectronic dies 202 and 
mutant dies 206. The dies 202 and 206 are separated by scribe 
lines 204. The wafer 200 also includes isolation circuits 208. 
Each isolation circuit 208 can be coupled to a first conductive 
pad 210 adapted to receive a test signal or other signal or 
power from a probe of a test system (not shown in FIG. 2) or 
the like. A second conductive pad 212 of each the isolation 
circuit 208 can be adapted to receive a control signal from 
another probe of the test system, and a third conductive pad 
214 can be coupled to an associated microelectronic die 202. 
A device 216 can be coupled between the first conductive pad 
210 and each third conductive pad 214 to transfer any elec 
trical signals or power at the first conductive pad 210 to the 
third conductive pad 214 in response to the device receiving a 
control signal from the second conductive pad 212. The 
device 216 can be an N-channel transistor as shown in FIG. 2 
or the device 216 can also be a P-channel transistor, a multi 
plexor, a conductive jumper, an anti-fuse type device or other 
fuse type device or a combination of such devices that can be 
selectively formed or activated to couple the first pad 210 to 
the third pad 214 or selectively deactivated or open circuited 
to prevent the first pad 210 from being coupled to the third pad 
214 in the event that the particular associated die 202 is 
defective. 

0037. In parallel testing multiple dies 202 on a wafer 200 
or wafer level testing (WLT), the first conductive pad 210 can 
be coupled to a plurality of devices 216 as shown in FIG. 2. 
Prior to WLT or parallel testing, each of the dies 202 can be 
individually probe tested to determine if any of the dies 202 
have certain defects that could adversely impact a signal 
shared with multiple dies and possibly cause good dies to 
appear to malfunction or otherwise fail testing. If a defective 
die 202 is found, the test system can apply a control signal (or 
not apply a control signal) to the second pad 212 to prevent the 
device 216 from operating and thus prevent the first conduc 
tive pad 210 from being coupled to the third conductive pad 
214 and to the microelectronic die 202. 

0038 Another embodiment of the present invention is 
shown with respect to a second row 218 of dies 202 in FIG.2. 
This other embodiment and the embodiment described above 
with respect to the first row 219 of dies would not necessarily 
be used in practice together on the same wafer 200 but typi 
cally one embodiment or the other can be used throughout an 
entire wafer 200. In this embodiment, each isolation circuit 
220 is coupled to a first conductive pad 222 adapted to receive 
a control signal from a probe of a test system (not shown) or 
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the like. A second conductive pad 224 of each isolation circuit 
220 can be adapted to receive a control signal form another 
probe of the test system, and a third conductive pad 226 can be 
coupled to an associated microelectronic die 202. A device 
228 can be coupled between the second conductive pad 224 
and the third conductive pad 226 of each isolation circuit 220 
to transfer any electrical signals or power at the second con 
ductive pad 224 to the third conductive pad 226 in response to 
the device 228 receiving a control signal from the first con 
ductive pad 222. 
0039. The isolation circuit 208 can also include a second 
device 230 connected between the first conductive pad 222 
and each of the devices 228 to control the connection or 
application of the control signal to each of the devices 228. 
The second device 230 can be an anti-fuse type device, a fuse 
type device, a conductive jumperor a MOS device or a com 
bination thereof. Accordingly, the second devices 230 can be 
open circuits or closed circuits initially and can be selectively 
opened or closed to provide flexibility in controlling the 
application of the control signal to selected dies 202. For 
example, if a die 202 is determined to be defective during a 
probing operation of the wafer 200, then the second device 
230 associated with the defective die 202 can be open cir 
cuited, if close circuited initially, or left open to prevent a 
control signal from operating the first device 228 associated 
with the defective die 202 and allowing the second pad 224 to 
be coupled to the third pad 226. 
0040. In a further embodiment of the present invention, a 
third device 232 can be coupled to the first pad 222 to control 
the application of a control signal to a group of devices 228 
associated with the particular first pad 222. In this way appli 
cation of a signal from the second pad 224 to an entire group 
of dies 202, such as a row or column of dies 202, can be 
controlled. The third device 232 can be a fuse type device, 
anti-fuse type device, MOS device or the like or a combina 
tion of such devices. For example, the third device 232 can be 
a MOS device to couple the gates of the N-channel transistors 
228 to ground to inactivate the transistors 228 and prevent any 
signal at second pads 224 from passing to the third pads 226 
and being applied to the dies 202 in a row or column of dies 
202. 

0041 As shown in FIG. 2, the first conductive pad 222 (or 
210), the second conductive pad 224 (or 212), the first device 
228 (or 216), and the second and third devices 230 and 232, if 
provided, can be formed in the scribe 204. The third conduc 
tive pad 226 can generally be formed on the die 202. 
0042 Control signals can be applied to the first conductive 
pads 222 and test signals or other signals can be applied to the 
second conductive pads 224 by probes or pins of aparallel test 
system (not shown in the Figures) to simultaneously test a 
plurality of dies 202 on the wafer 200. 
0043 FIG. 3 is a top view of a portion of a wafer 300 or 
substrate illustrating isolation circuits 308 in accordance with 
another embodiment of the present invention. In this embodi 
ment, an isolation circuit 308A can be at least partially 
formed on a mutant die 306A. A first conductive pad 310A, a 
second conductive pad 312A and a device 316A can be 
formed on the mutant die 306A. The device 316A can be 
coupled to a third pad 314A coupled to a mutant die 306B. 
The first pad 310A can be coupled to other devices 316C and 
316D formed on dies 302C and 302D respectively. A second 
conductive pad 312C coupled to the device 316C can also be 
formed on the die 302C and a second pad 312D coupled to the 
device 316D can be formed on the die 302D. Accordingly, 
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portions of an isolation circuit 308 can be formed on a mutant 
die 306 or on the die 302 itself. A good or complete die 302 
can also be used or sacrificed, a sacrifice die, to form all or 
portions of an isolation circuit 308. A complete isolation 
circuit 308E and 308F are formed on the dies 302E and 302F 
respectively. The isolation circuits 308E and 308F can also be 
coupled to other dies 302 (not shown in FIG. 3) to isolate or 
prevent a signal applied to a second conductive pad 312 
associated with one of these other dies 302 from being applied 
to a third conductive pad 314 that is coupled to a component 
or circuit formed on one of these other dies 302. 

0044 FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a portion of a 
semiconductor wafer 400 showing a redistribution layer 
(RDL) 402 in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. The RDL 402 can be any type of conductive mate 
rial. The conductive pads 210, 212, 214 and the interconnect 
ing conductive lines or traces in FIG. 2 and the conductive 
pads 310, 312 and 314 and the interconnecting conductive 
lines or traces in FIG. 3 can be formed in a RDL, such as the 
RDL 402 (FIG. 4) to make contact with devices or compo 
nents, such as device 404 formed on a substrate 406 of the 
semiconductor wafer 400. As an example in FIG.4, the device 
or component 404 can be a MOS device including a first 
Source/drain region 408 and a second source/drain region 410 
formed in the substrate 406. A first layer 412 of conductive 
material or metallization can be formed on a surface 414 of 
the substrate 406 and selectively patterned to form a gate 
electrode 416, a first source? drain electrode 418 in contact 
with the first source/drain region 408 and a second source/ 
drain electrode 420 in contact with the second source? drain 
region 410. A layer 422 of insulation material can be formed 
over the first layer 412 of conductive material. The RDL can 
beformed by forming vias 424 in the layer 422 of insulation 
material at selected locations to make contact with the under 
lying devices or components 404. Conductive pads 426 can 
then be formed at each of the vias 424. The conductive pads 
426 are similar to the conductive pads 210, 212 and 214 of 
FIG.2 and the conductive pads 310,312 and 314 of FIG.3 and 
provide probe points or locations where electrical signals can 
be applied or measured during testing operations or for other 
purposes. 

0045 FIG. 5 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit 500 in accordance with an embodiment of the present 
invention. The isolation circuit 500 includes a first pad or a 
control pad 510 adapted to receive a control signal and a 
second pad 512 adapted to receive a test signal, power or 
another type signal. A third padorpart pad514 can be coupled 
to a microelectronic die 502 or to a component part 503 
formed on the microelectronic die 502. A first device 516 
couples the test pad 512 to the part pad 514 to transfer the test 
signal or power to the die 502 or to the component 503 formed 
on the die 502 in response to the control signal from the 
control pad 510. The first device 516 can be an N-channel 
MOS device, a P-channel MOS device, a multiplexor, a con 
ductive or metal jumper, a fuse device. Such as a fusible link, 
laser fuse or the like, or an anti-fuse device or a combination 
of Such devices. As previously discussed with respect to 
FIGS. 2 and 3, any or all of the pads 510,512 and the device 
516 can be formed in a scribe 104 (FIG. 1), on the die 502 
itself, on a mutant die 106 (FIG. 1) or on a sacrifice die 102 
(FIG. 1). 
0046 FIG. 6 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit 600 in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention. The isolation circuit 600 includes a test pad 
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612, a part pad 614 connected to a microelectronic die 602 or 
to a component part 603 formed on the die 602 and a first 
device 616 to couple the test pad 612 to the part pad 614 in 
response to receiving a control signal. The isolation circuit 
600 can also include a radio frequency identification circuit 
(RFID) 618 or wireless identification circuit, such as a Blue 
tooth R) type device or the like, coupled to the first device 616 
to control operation of the first device 616. The RFID 618 
receives a predetermined wireless or RF signal or a coded RF 
signal and generates a control signal to control operation of 
the first device 616 in response to the predetermined RF 
signal. Accordingly, different isolation circuits 600 on a 
wafer, such as wafer 100 in FIG. 1, can be selectively con 
trolled to operate (or not operate) the associated device 616 by 
a wireless signal without having to physically contact the 
isolation circuit 602. This process can be useful when the die 
600 or wafer is not accessible. 

0047 FIG. 7 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit 700 in accordance with a further embodiment of the 
present invention. The isolation circuit 700 includes a second 
device 720 adapted to selectively prevent the first device 716 
from operating to prevent the second pad 712 from inadvert 
ently being coupled to the part pad 714 during a predeter 
mined use of the microelectronic die 702, such as a normally 
intended use of the die 702. The second device 720 can be any 
device or circuit that can be used to prevent the first device 
716 from operating and allowing the test pad 712 to be 
coupled to the part pad 714 during a predetermined use of the 
die 702. The test pad 712 can present a significant resistive 
and capacitive load when coupled to the die 702 during opera 
tion of the die 702 other than testing. Accordingly, the test pad 
712 should be prevented from coupling to the part pad 714 
during such operations. 
0048 FIG. 8 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit 800 including a conductive jumper 820, as an example 
of the second device 720 in FIG. 7, to selectively preventatest 
pad 812 from being coupled to a part pad 814 in accordance 
with an embodiment of the present invention. The isolation 
circuit 800 includes an N-channel transistor 816, as a example 
of the first device 716 in FIG. 7, to couple the test pad 812 to 
the part pad 814 in response to a control signal from the 
control pad 810. After testing or before normal operation of 
the die 802, a conductive jumper 820 can be formed to con 
nect the gate of the N-channel transistor 816 to ground poten 
tial to prevent the transistor 816 from operating and coupling 
the test pad 812 to the part pad 814 and thereby adversely 
effecting operation of the die 802. 
0049 FIG. 9 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit 900 including a circuit 920 with an anti-fuse type 
device 922 coupled to a supply voltage VCC, as an example of 
the second device 720 in FIG. 7, to selectively prevent a test 
pad 912 from being coupled to a part pad 914 in accordance 
with an embodiment of the present invention. The isolation 
circuit 900 includes a P-channel transistor 916, as an example 
of the first device 716 in FIG. 7, to couple the test pad 912 to 
the part pad 914 in response to a control signal from the 
control pad 910. After the die 902 is tested or before normal 
operation of the die 902, the anti-fuse type device 922 can be 
operated to couple a gate of the P-channel transistor 916 to the 
supply voltage VCC to prevent the P-channel transistor 916 
from operating and coupling the test pad 912 to the part pad 
914 and to the die.902 whenever the die.902 is operating under 
normal conditions. 
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0050 FIG. 10 is a block schematic diagram of an isolation 
circuit 1000 in accordance with another embodiment of the 
present invention. The isolation circuit 1000 includes a con 
trol pad 1010 adapted to receive a control signal and a test pad 
1012 adapted to receive a test signal. A part pad 1014 can be 
coupled to a microelectronic die 1002 and an N-channel 
transistor 1016, as an example of the first device 716 in FIG. 
7, can be provided to couple the test pad 1012 to the part pad 
1014 in response to a control signal from the control pad 
1010. The isolation circuit 1000 further includes a circuit 
1020, as an example of the second device 720 in FIG. 7, to 
couple a gate of the N-channel transistor 1016 to ground 
potential or any potential to prevent the transistor 1016 from 
operating and coupling the test pad 1012 to the part pad 1014 
during normal operations of the die 1002. The circuit 1020 
can include a second N-channel transistor 1022 with a gate 
that can be coupled to a supply voltage VCC whenever the die 
1002 is in normal operation. The supply voltage VCC causes 
the transistor 1022 to operate and connect the gate of the 
transistor 1016 to ground potential to prevent the transistor 
1016 from operating and connecting the test pad 1012 to the 
part pad 1014 during normal operation of the die 1002. The 
transistor 1022 can typically be a weak drive transistor so that 
a tester drive signal applied to the control pad 1010 can 
overdrive the transistor 1022. 

0051 While the embodiment shown in FIG. 10 uses 
N-channel transistors for transistors 1016 and 1022, P-chan 
nel transistors could be used as well with the appropriate 
Voltages or signals being applied to the transistors to prevent 
the test pad 1012 from being coupled to the part pad 1014 if 
the die 1002 is defective or during normal operation of the die 
10O2. 

0052 FIG. 11 is a block diagram of an isolation circuit 
1100 including an enable pad 1104 and a disable signal pad 
1106 in accordance with an embodiment of the present inven 
tion. The enable pad 1104 and the disable pad 1106 are each 
coupled to a first device 1116 to control operation of the 
device 1116. The isolation circuit 1100 includes a test pad 
1112 adapted to receive a test signal and a part pad 1114 
coupled to a microelectronic die 1102. The test pad 1112 is 
coupled to the part pad 1114 by the first device 1116 in 
response to an enable signal from the enable pad 1104 and the 
first device 1116 is non-operational or disabled in response to 
a disable signal from the disable pad 1106. The enable pad 
1104 can be connected to or disconnected from the first 
device 1116 by a component 1122 such as a fuse device oran 
anti-fuse device to provide flexibility in connecting or discon 
necting the enable pad 1104 to the first device 1116. Simi 
larly, the disable pad 1106 can be connected to or discon 
nected from the first device 1116 by a component 1124 such 
as a fuse device or an anti-fuse device. 

0053. The isolation circuit 1100 can also include a second 
device 1120 to prevent the test pad 1112 from being coupled 
to the part pad 1114 during normal operation of the die 1102. 
As previously discussed, the first device 1116 and the second 
device 1120 can each be a MOS device, a multiplexor, a 
conductive or metal jumper, a fuse type device oran anti-fuse 
type device or a combination of such devices. The first device 
1116 and the second device 1120 can both be formed on the 
die 1102. 

0054 FIG. 12 is an example of an application of an isola 
tion circuit 1200 in accordance with an embodiment of the 
present invention. The isolation circuit 1200 includes a first 
MOS transistor 1202. In the example shown, the first MOS 
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transistor 1202 can be an N-channel transistor although a 
P-channel transistor could be used as well with the appropri 
ate signals being applied to the gate for operation and non 
operation of the transistor 1202. A gate of the transistor 1202 
can be coupled to a RDL enable pad 1203 that can be formed 
in a redistribution layer (RDL) or upper most conductive 
layer similar to the RDL 402 shown in FIG. 4. One source/ 
drain terminal of the transistor 1202 can be coupled to a RDL 
ground pad 1206 and the other source/drain terminal of the 
transistor 1202 can be connected to a node 1208 through a 
fuse device 1210. The fuse device 1210 can be formed from 
metal, polysilicon or other fusible conductive material. The 
RDL enable pad 1203 can also be connected to the node 1208 
through a fuse device 1212. The node 1208 can be connected 
to a second MOS device 1214 and to a third MOS device 
1216. In the example of FIG. 12, the MOS devices 1214 and 
1216 are N-channel transistors but could also be P-channel 
devices. One source? drain terminal of the MOS device 1214 
can be connected to a RDLVCC pad 1218 to receive a supply 
voltage and the other source/drain terminal of the MOS 
device 1214 can be connected to a VCC pad 1220 on the die 
1222. The MOS device 1214 can connect a supply voltage or 
a power source to the VCC pad 1220 on the die 1222 when the 
MOS device 1214 is activated or turned on by a control signal 
applied to the RDL enable pad 1203. The RDLVCC pad 1218 
can be formed in an RDL in a scribe line 1204 and the VCC 
pad 1220 can be formed on the die 1222 and in contact 
therewith. One source? drainterminal of the MOS device 1216 
can be connected to a RDL command and address pad (RDL 
CMD & ADD) 1224 and the other source/drain of the MOS 
device 1216 can be connected to command and address pad 
1226 formed on the die 1222. 

0055 Another MOS device 1228 can be coupled between 
the MOS device 1216 and the command and address pad 1226 
formed on the die 1222. The MOS device 1228 can be an 
N-channel transistor with a gate electrode connected to an 
anti-fuse and associated control logic circuitry 1230 to con 
trol operation of the MOS device 1228. Anti-fuses and asso 
ciated control logic circuitry to control operation or blowing 
of the anti-fuse, Such as anti-fuse and associate control logic 
1230, are known. The anti-fuse and associated control logic 
1230 can provide an AF CONTROL signal to control opera 
tion of the N-channel MOS device 1228. The AF CONTROL 
signal can be translated by the anti-fuse and associated con 
trol logic circuitry 1230 to a higher or lower voltage other than 
a supply voltage VCC to optimize the turning on of the MOS 
device 1228. The N-channel MOS device 1228 will be on or 
operative in response to the AF CONTROL signal being high 
or a logic “1” when the anti-fuse of the anti-fuse and control 
logic circuitry 1230 is not blown or operated. In this on or 
operative state, the MOS device 1228 can pass any signals 
from the MOS device 1216 to the command and address pad 
1226. The MOS device 1228 will be off or non-operative in 
response to the AF CONTROL signal being low or a logic 
“0” when the anti-fuse of the anti-fuse and control logic 1230 
is blown. In this off or non-operative state, the MOS device 
1228 isolates the command and address pad 1226 from the 
capacitance associated with the conductive routing trace 
between the MOS device 1228 and the MOS device 1216. 
Those skilled in the art will recognize that P-channel MOS 
devices could be substituted for N-channel devices with the 
gate control Voltages being reversed or the opposite polarity 
to control operation of the P-channel MOS devices. 
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0056. If the die 1222 is found to be good during a probe 
operation to evaluate the individual die 1222 prior to parallel 
testing, WLT or wafer level burn-in (WLB), the isolation 
circuit 1200 is operated by blowing the fuse device 1210 and 
leaving the fuse device 1212 intact. An enable signal applied 
to the RDL enable pad 1203 will turn on or activate the MOS 
devices 1214 and 1216. The MOS device 1214 will transfer 
any test signal, power or other signal applied to the RDLVCC 
pad 1218 to the VCC pad 1220 on the die 1222, and the MOS 
device 1216 will transfer any test signal or other signal 
applied to the RDL command and address pad 1224 to the 
command and address pad 1226 on the die 1222. 
0057. If the die 1222 is found to be defective during a 
probe operation to evaluate the individual die 1222 prior to 
parallel testing or WLT or WLB, the isolation circuit 1200 is 
operated by blowing the fuse device 1212 and leaving the fuse 
device 1210 intact. A high signal or an enable signal applied 
to the RDL enable pad 1203 by a probe of a parallel test 
system causes the MOS device or transistor 1202 to operate 
and to connect the RDL ground pad 1206 and ground poten 
tial to the MOS devices 1214 and 1216 to prevent them from 
operating. Accordingly, the RDL VCC pad 1218 is not 
coupled to the VCC pad 1220 on the die 1222 and the RDL 
CMD & ADD pad 1224 are not coupled to the Command & 
Address pad 1226 on the die 1222. Therefore, if the die 1222 
is defective, the die 1222 can effectively be isolated during 
WLB, WLT or parallel testing so as to not adversely effect the 
testing of other dies on a wafer. 
0058 FIG. 13 is another example of an application of an 
isolation circuit 1300 in accordance with an embodiment of 
the present invention. The isolation circuit 1300 is similar to 
the isolation circuit 1200 in FIG. 12 except the second MOS 
device 1314 coupled between a RDL VCC pad 1318 and a 
VCC pad 1320 can be formed on the die 1322 rather than in 
the Scribe 1304 as shown in FIG. 12. The third MOS device 
1316 can also be formed on the die 1322. If either the second 
MOS device 1314 or the third MOS device 1316 are formed 
on the die 1322, another MOS device 1340 can be formed on 
the die 1322 and coupled to the node 1308. In the example 
shown in FIG. 13, the MOS device 1340 can be an N-channel 
transistor or the like. The gate of the N-channel transistor 
1340 can be connected to VCC to connect the gates of the 
Second MOS device 1314 and the third MOS device 1316 to 
ground potential to turn off the second MOS device 1314 and 
the third MOS device 1316 during a selected operation of the 
die 1322, such as normal operation of the die 1322, and with 
the RDL removed or sawed off. Turning off the second MOS 
device 1314 prevents the RDL VCC pad 1318 from being 
coupled to the VCC pad 1320 during normal operation of the 
die 1322 and turning off the third MOS device 1316 prevents 
the RDL CMD & ADD pad 1324 from being coupled to the 
Command & Address pad 1326 during normal operation or a 
predetermined operation of the die 1322. 
0059 Another MOS device 1328 similar to the MOS 
device 1228 in FIG. 12 can be coupled between the third MOS 
device 1316 and the command and address pad 1326. The 
gate electrode of the MOS device 1328 can be coupled to an 
anti-fuse and associated control logic circuitry 1330 to con 
trol operation of the MOS device 1328. The anti-fuse and 
associated control logic circuitry 1330 can be similar to the 
anti-fuse and associated control logic 1230 in FIG. 12 and can 
operate in a like manner. 
0060 FIG. 14 is a block schematic diagram of a circuit 
module 1400 including microelectronic dies 1402 with iso 
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lation circuits, similar to those previously described in FIGS. 
2-13, inaccordance with an embodiment of the present inven 
tion. As shown in FIG. 14, two or more dies 1402 can be 
combined, with or without a protective casing, into a circuit 
module 1400 to enhance or extend the functionality of an 
individual die 1402. Circuit module 1400 can be a combina 
tion of dies 1402 representing a variety of functions, or a 
combination of dies 1402 containing the same functionality. 
Some examples of a circuit module 1400 include memory 
modules, device drivers, power modules, communication 
modems, processor modules and application-specific mod 
ules and can include multi-layer, multi-chip modules. Circuit 
module 1400 can be a sub-component of a variety of elec 
tronic systems, such as a clock, a television, a cell phone, a 
personal computer, an automobile, an industrial control sys 
tem, an aircraft and others. Circuit module 1400 will have a 
variety of leads 1410 extending therefrom providing unilat 
eral or bilateral communication and control. 

0061 FIG. 15 shows one embodiment of a circuit module 
as a memory module 1500 including isolation circuits similar 
to those previously described with reference to FIGS. 2-13. 
Memory module 1500 generally depicts a Single In-line 
Memory Module (SIMM) or Dual In-line Memory Module 
(DIMM). A SIMM or DIMM can generally be a printed 
circuit board (PCB) or other support containing a series of 
memory devices. While a SIMM will have a single in-line set 
of contacts or leads, a DIMM will have a set of leads on each 
side of the Support with each set representing separate I/O 
signals. Memory module 1500 contains multiple memory 
devices 1510 contained on support 1515, the number depend 
ing upon the desired bus width and the desire for parity. 
Memory module 1500 can contain memory devices 1510 on 
both sides of support 1515. Memory module 1500 accepts a 
command signal from an external controller (not shown) on a 
command link 1520 and provides for data input and data 
output on data links 1530. The command link 1520 and data 
links 1530 are connected to leads 1540 extending from the 
support 1515. Leads 1540 are shown for conceptual purposes 
and are not limited to the positions shown in FIG. 15. 
0062 FIG.16 shows an electronic system 1600 containing 
one or more circuit modules 1602 similar to circuit module 
1500 (FIG. 15) and including isolation circuits, such as the 
isolation circuit 1200 of the present invention. Electronic 
system 1600 generally contains a user interface 1610. User 
interface 1610 provides a user of the electronic system 1600 
with some form of control or observation of the results of the 
electronic system 1600. Some examples of user interface 
1610 include the keyboard, pointing device, monitor and 
printer of a personal computer, the tuning dial, display and 
speakers of a radio; the ignition Switch and gas pedal of an 
automobile; and the card reader, keypad, display and currency 
dispenser of an automated teller machine. User interface 1610 
can further describe access ports provided to electronic sys 
tem 1600. Access ports are used to connect an electronic 
system to the more tangible user interface components pre 
viously exemplified. One or more circuit modules 1602, such 
as the circuit modules 1500 in FIG. 15, can be a processor 
providing some form of manipulation, control or direction of 
inputs from or outputs to user interface 1610, or of other 
information either preprogrammed into, or otherwise pro 
vided to, electronic system 1600. As will be apparent from the 
lists of examples previously given, electronic system 1600 
will often contain certain mechanical components (not 
shown) in addition to the circuit modules 1602 and user 
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interface 1610. It will be appreciated that the one or more 
circuit modules 1602 in electronic system 1600 can be 
replaced by a single integrated circuit. Furthermore, elec 
tronic system 1600 can be a sub-component of a larger elec 
tronic system. 
0063 FIG. 17 shows one embodiment of an electronic 
system as memory system 1700. Memory system 1700 con 
tains one or more memory modules 1702 similar to memory 
modules 1500 in FIG. 15 and including an isolation circuits, 
such as isolation circuit 1200 in accordance with the present 
invention. A memory controller 1710 provides and controls a 
bidirectional interface between memory system 1700 and an 
external system bus 1720. Memory system 1700 accepts a 
command signal from the external bus 1720 and relays it to 
the one or more memory modules 1704 on a command link 
1730. Memory system 1700 provides for data input and data 
output between the one or more memory modules 1704 and 
external system bus 1720 on data links 1740. 
0.064 FIG. 18 shows a further embodiment of an elec 
tronic system as a computer system 1800. Computer system 
1800 contains a processor 1810 and a memory system 1802 
similar to memory system 1700 of FIG. 17. The processor 
1810 and the memory system 1802 can be housed in a com 
puter unit 1805. Computer system 1800 is but one example of 
an electronic system containing another electronic system, 
i.e. memory system 1802. The processor 1810 and the 
memory system 1802 can include isolation circuits in accor 
dance with the present invention, such as the isolation circuit 
1200 in FIG. 12. Computer system 1800 optionally contains 
user interface components. Depicted in FIG. 18 are a key 
board 1820, a pointing device 1830, a monitor 1840, a printer 
1850 and a bulk storage device 1860. It will be appreciated 
that other components are often associated with the computer 
system 1800 such as modems, device driver cards, additional 
storage devices, etc. It will further be appreciated that the 
processor 1810 and the memory system 1802 of the computer 
system 1800 can be incorporated on a single integrated circuit 
and can use the isolation circuits of the present invention. 

CONCLUSION 

0065. The present invention thus provides a circuit or 
device to isolate a defective die to prevent a shared signal 
from being impacted by the defective die and thereby 
adversely effecting the operation or testing of other dies to 
which the shared signal is applied. Additionally, the present 
invention provides a circuit or device to prevent a test pad or 
other type pad from being coupled to an associated micro 
electronic die during normal operation of the die or during 
operation of the die other than when the pad is needed to apply 
a test signal or another signal. Further, the present invention 
provides a method for testing multiple dies on a wafer where 
a defective die cannot adversely effect the testing of other dies 
sharing a common signal. 
0066 Although specific embodiments have been illus 
trated and described herein, it will be appreciated by those of 
ordinary skill in the art that any arrangement which is calcu 
lated to achieve the same purpose may be substituted for the 
specific embodiments shown. This application is intended to 
cover any adaptations or variations of the present invention. 
Therefore, it is intended that this invention be limited only by 
the claims and the equivalents thereof. 
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What is claimed is: 
1. An isolation circuit, comprising: 
a first transistor having a gate, a first source/drain terminal, 

and a second source/drain terminal; 
a first pad coupled to the gate of the first transistor, the first 

pad operable to receive an enable signal; 
a second pad coupled to the first source/drain of the first 

transistor, the second pad operable to receive a ground 
potential; 

a first fuse device coupling the second source/drain termi 
nal to a node; 

a second fuse device coupling the node to the first pad; 
a third pad operable to receive a signal to be applied to at 

least one die; and 
a second transistor operable to selectively transfer the sig 

nal received at the third pad to the at least one die in 
response to a control signal provided by the node: 

wherein the first transistor, the second transistor, the first 
pad, the second pad, the first fuse device, and the second 
fuse device are in a scribe line formed on a wafer includ 
ing the at least one die. 

2. The isolation circuit of claim 1, wherein the isolation 
circuit is operable to have the first fuse device blown and the 
second fuse device left intact to transfer the enable signal at 
the first pad to the node and to the second transistor in order to 
activate the second transistor to transfer the signal applied to 
the third pad to the at least one die. 

3. The isolation circuit of claim 1, wherein the isolate 
circuit is operable to have the first fuse device left intact and 
to have the second fuse device blown to couple the node to the 
second pad through the first transistor when an enable signal 
is received at the first pad, and then to further transfer any 
ground potential at the second pad to the second transistor in 
order to prevent the second transistor from transferring the 
signal applied to the third pad to the at least one die. 

4. The isolation circuit of claim 1, further including: 
a fourth pad in the scribe line, the fourth pad operable to 

receive a second signal; and 
a third transistor in the scribed line coupled to the fourth 

pad and to the at least one die, the third transistor 
coupled to the node and operable to selectively couple 
any received second signal from the fourth pad to the at 
least one die based on the control signal provided at the 
node. 

5. The isolation circuit of claim 4, wherein the signal 
received at the third pad is power, and the second signal 
received at the forth pad is a test signal. 

6. The isolation circuit of claim 4, further including: 
an anti-fuse logic circuit located in the die and having an 

output operable to provide an anti-fuse control signal; 
a fifth pad located in the die; and 
a fourth transistor, the fourth transistor in the die and 

coupled to the fourth pad to the fifth pad and coupled to 
the anti-fuse control signal, the anti-fuse control signal 
operable to control operation of the fourth transistor. 

7. The isolation circuit of claim 6, wherein the anti-fuse 
logic circuit is operable to be blown in order to turn the fourth 
transistor off and to isolate the fifth pad from the fourth pad. 

8. The isolation circuit of claim 1, where at least one of the 
first fuse device and the second fuse device is formed from a 
metal. 

9. The isolation circuit of claim 1, wherein the scribe line is 
operable to be removed from the at least one die by sawing. 
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10. The isolation circuit of claim 1, wherein at least one of 
the first pad and the second pad is located in a distribution 
layer. 

11. The isolation circuit of claim 1, wherein in each of the 
first pad, the second pad, and the third pad are located in a 
redistribution layer. 

12. An isolation circuit, comprising: 
a first transistor having a gate, a first source/drainterminal, 

and a second source/drain terminal; 
a first pad coupled to the gate of the first transistor, the first 

pad operable to receive an enable signal; 
a second pad coupled to the first source/drain of the first 

transistor, the second pad operable to receive a ground 
potential; 

a first fuse device coupling the second source/drain termi 
nal to a node, 

a second fuse device coupling the node to the first pad; 
a third pad operable to receive a first signal; and 
a second transistor operable to selectively couple the third 

pad to at least one die in response to a control signal 
provided by the node: 

wherein the first transistor, the first pad, the second pad, the 
first fuse device, and the second fuse device are in a 
scribe line of a wafer, and the second transistoris in a die 
on the wafer. 

13. The isolation circuit of claim 12, wherein the isolation 
circuit is operable to have the first fuse device blown and the 
second fuse device left intact to transfer the enable signal at 
the first pad to the node and to the second transistorin order to 
activate the second transistor to transfer any first signal 
applied to the third pad to the at least one die. 

14. The isolation circuit of claim 12, wherein the isolate 
circuit is operable to have the first fuse device left intact and 
to have the second fuse device blown to couple the node to the 
second pad through the first transistor when an enable signal 
is received at the first pad, and then to further transfer any 
ground potential at the second pad to the second transistor in 
order to prevent the second transistor from transferring any 
first signal applied to the third pad to the at least one die. 

15. The isolation circuit of claim 12, further including: 
a third transistor in the die coupled to a gate of the second 

transistorand to ground and having a third transistorgate 
connected a Vcc, the third transistor operable to couple 
the gate of the second transistor to ground and to turn off 
the second transistor and prevent any signal provided at 
the third pad from being transferred to the at least one 
die. 

16. A method of making an isolation circuit comprising: 
forming a first pad in a scribe line of a wafer, the first pad 

operable to receive an enable signal; 
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forming a second pad in the scribe line of the wafer, the 
second pad operable to receive a ground potential; 

forming a first transistor in the scribe line of the wafer, the 
first transistor having a gate, a first source/drain terminal 
and a second source/drain terminal, the gate coupled to 
the first pad and the first source/drain terminal coupled 
to the second pad; 

forming a first fuse device coupling the second source? 
drain terminal to a node through the first fuse device; 

forming a second fuse device coupling the node to the first 
pad through the second fuse device; 

forming a third pad in the scribe line operable the receive a 
signal to be applied to a die; and 

forming a second transistor couple to the third pad, to the 
die, and to the node, and operable to selectively couple 
the signal received at the third pad to the die when the 
second transistor or is activated by the enable signal 
provided at the node. 

17. The method of claim 16, further including: 
blowing the first fuse device and leaving the second fuse 

device intact; 
applying the signal to be applied to the die to the third pad; 

and 
applying the enable signal to the first pad to provide the 

enable signal to the node and to the second transistor to 
activate the second transistor to transfer the signal to be 
applied to the die to the die though the second transistor. 

18. The method of claim 16, further including: 
blowing the second fuse device and leaving the first fuse 

device intact; 
applying a ground potential to the second pad; and 
applying the enable signal to the first pad in order to trans 

fer the ground potential to the node through the first 
transistor and from the node to the second transistor to 
prevent any signal to be applied to the die that is pro 
vided at the third pad from being transferred to the die. 

19. The method of claim 16, whereinforming the second 
transistor includes forming the second transistor in the scribe 
line. 

20. The method of claim 16, whereinforming the second 
transistor include forming the second transistor in the die. 

21. The method of claim 20, further including: 
forming a third transistor in the die coupled to a gate of the 

second transistor and to ground and having a third tran 
sistor gate connected a Vcc; and 

applying the Vcc to the third transistor gate to activate the 
third transistorto couple the gate of the second transistor 
to ground to turn off the second transistor and prevent 
any signal to be applied to the die that is provided at the 
third pad from being transferred to the die. 
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