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To a LL, ?ph???, i?; ??? ???????"?: 
Be it known that I, WEBSTER NORRIS, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at Mel 
rose, in the county of Middlesex and State of 

5 Massachusetts, have invented a new and use 
ful Improvement in Rubber Boots, of which 
the following is a specification. 
This improvement relates to the construc 

tion and arrangement of the loops by means 
Io of which the boot is pulled on. These loops, 

instead of being so located as to stand up be 
yond the upper edge of the boot or fold or lie 
down over said edge, are placed upon the 
inner opposite sides of the boot-leg so as to 

J5 be entirely out of sight, are arranged to lie 
normally against such inner sides so as not to 
project into the interior of the boot-leg, and 
are set at a certain angle and constructed and 
secured in a certain manner, whereby when 

2o the wearer applies his fingers to the interior 
of the boot-leg in order to reach the loops the 
natural movement of the fingers will bend 
the loops inward and cause the fingers to nat 
urally drop into and through them in suitable 

25 position for drawing on the boot. 
The nature of the invention in detailis fully 

described below, and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 
3c boot being grasped by the hands for the pur 

pose of being drawn onto a wearer. Fig. 2 is 
a plan of the upper end of the boot with the 
loops in the position indicated in Fig. 1. The 
normal position of the loops is indicated in 

35 this figure by broken lines. Fig. 3 is an en 
larged inside view of a portion of one side of 
the boot, showing the loopin position. Fig. 
4 is a transverse vertical section of the same. 

Similar letters of reference indicate corre 
4c sponding parts. 

A represents the leg portion, and B the foot 
portion, of an ordinary rubber boot. C is the 
lining. D is the loop, made preferably round 
in cross-section, of any suitable strong mate 

45 rial and with sufficient stiffness to stand with 
out aid and sufficient pliability to be bent. 
This loop is cemented or otherwise suitably 
attached at its end portions D'D' to the inner 
side of the boot-leg, said end portions project 

So ing through suitable slits C'C' in the lining, 
as shown. The slit C" is nearly or quite di 
rectly above the slit C', and the end D' of the 
loop extends down through the slit C behind 

the lining C in a substantially vertical line, 
nearly or quite to the slit C', and the end D' 55 
of the loop extends down vertically through 
the slit C' behind the lining, the two ends 
being laid in such a manner that the loop por 
tion D lies snugly against the inner side of 
the boot-leg and extends forward-that is, 6o 
toward the front portion of the boot-leg-and 
upward at an angle of about forty-five degrees. 
When a person desires to put on a rubber 

boot provided with these loops, he slips his 
forefingers inside the boot-leg to reach the 65 
loops and the natural movement rearward of 
said fingers, first, forces or bends the loops 
into the position indicated in Fig. 2, and, sec 
ond, causes the fingers to drop through the 
loops rearward, as indicated in Fig. 1, upon 7o 
which the boot can be drawn over the foot. 
The exact shape and the precise angle of the 

loops are not essential; but the angle should 
be such that the finger as soon as it presses 
up the loop will naturally slip through it. 75 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a rubber boot, the loop D, its end por 
tions extending through slits in the lining 8o 
and being secured to the boot-leg between the 
lining and leg portion with the entire loop 
below the upper edge of and within the boot, 
the loop portion being bent forward and with 
the open side against the inner surface of the 85 
boot-leg, substantially as described. 

2. In a rubber boot, the loop D, its end por 
tions extending through slits in the lining 
and emerging therefrom at points one above 
the other, the entire loop being below the 
upper edge of and within the boot, and the 
loop portion being bent forward with its en 
tire open side next the inner surface of the 
boot-leg, substantially as set forth. 

3. In a rubber boot, the loop D, its end por 
tions extending through slits in the lining 
located on a vertical line and one directly 
above the other, the entire loop being below 
the upper edge of and within the boot and the 
loop portion being bent forward with its open 
side next the inner surface of the boot-leg, 
substantially as described. 

WEBSTER NORRIS. 
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Witnesses: 
HENRY W. WILLIAMS, 
E. A. WOODBURY. 

  


