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To all, whom, it ??? CO72,06277. 
Beit known that I, OTTO H. L. WERNICKE, of Minneapolis, Hennepin county, Minnesota, 

have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Sectional Stock-Cases, of which 
the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a sectional stock 

case for mercantile houses; and its object is 
to provide a convenient rack or case having 
a large number of boxes or compartments 
adapted to receive the various articles used 
in trade, and more especially to so construct 
the case that it will occupy the least possible 
Space and the parts of which will be separable 
and interchangeable, thus adapting the rack 
Or case to be readily taken down and moved 
and permitting of any arrangement to suit 
the size and shape of any room. 
To this end my invention consists of a rack 

or case made up of a number of crate-like sec 
tions so constructed that when separate parts 
of their sides are open, but when placed to 
gether in the order intended, the sides of one 
Crate, With those of the adjoining crates, mesh 
or register to form a solid wall, and in particu 
lar constructions and combinations, all as 
hereinafter described, and pointed out in the 
claims. 
The invention will be more readily under 

stood by reference to the accompanying draw. 
ings, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing the 
Construction of a sectional stock-case embody 
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is a partial side view 
thereof. Fig. 3 is an end view of the same, 
and Fig. 4 is a perspective view showing a 
modification of the construction shown in the 
other figures. 
As shown in the drawings, the end view of 

one of my complete and two-sided racks rep 
resents a pyramidal form having the steps or 
ledges 2, formed by the decreased width of 
the sections as they rise one above the other, 
and upon which a person may stand when 
reaching into the upper boxes. This form is 
further useful as giving the whole rack sta 
bility. The lower tier consists in the two long 
and high crates having the solid bottoms 3 
and the upright end pieces 4. Each of these 
is separated into upper and lower parts by a 
middle flooring 5. These crates are placed 
back to back and the long boards 6 on one ar 

ranged to overlap with the back boards 7 of the 
other, placed midway upon the same. Thus 
when the two parts are placed together a solid 
vertical partition is made. 
The upper and lower parts of each crate are 

separated into a number of compartments by 
the small vertical partitions S, the lower part 
having, preferably, one less compartment, SO 
that the same are larger than those above. 
The low strips 9 and 10, one setting down upon 
the floor and the other having its lower edge 
flush with the bottom of the flooring 5, serve 
to prevent the articles in the compartments 
from rolling out. 
On the top of each of the large crates are 

the ledge-boards Il and the inner ones 12, 
separated by a gap between each pair and 
adapted to receive the bottom boards 13 of 
the long crate having the end boards 14, the 
boards 12 and 13 thus making up the floor of 
this crate and completing the tops of the two 
lower ones. A middle partition extends the 
full length of each of the crates 14, 15, 16, 17, 
and 18, and lateral and vertical partitions 19 
divide them into large or small compartments, 
as desired. The succeeding crates are pro 
vided in each case with two bottom boards 
20, adapted to extend down on each side of a 
middle board 21, provided on the top of the 
underlying crate, and the top case has the 
solid top or cover 23. As shown best in Fig. 
3, the retaining strips or slats 24 of the upper 
crates extend down over the front and upper 
corners of the underlying crate to effectually 
prevent lateral movement of one crate with 
respect to the other, although sectional floors 
would of themselves serve this purpose. 
Where the case is to be placed against the side 
wall of a room only one half would be em 
ployed, the other half being cut off just back 
of the longitudinal and vertical partitions 25, 
before referred to. 

In place of employing the long longitudinal 
crates the transverse crates may be used, the 
arrangement being as shown in Fig. 4. The 
crates are put in from the front and have solid 
backs 26 and open fronts. The tops of the 
crates are formed of two pieces 27 in each case, 
and the bottom of each crate has one or two 
lateral pieces 2S to overlap with respect to the 
same. The front edges of the floors thus 
formed are protected by a long strip nailed in 
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place after the boxes have been arranged or 
by a short strip provided on the lower edge of 
each box or crate when first constructed. 
The sides of the boxes or crates preferably 
each have a single board 29 for each side, the 
positions of the boards on the different sides 
being alternated, so that when the crates are 
placed together they will form solid boxes 
without cracks or crevises. The pyramidal 
effects may be obtained by making the upper 
boxes shorter with respect to the lower ones, 
and, if desired, the same effects in longitudi 
nal cross-section may be obtained by arrang 
ing the boxes as shown in Fig. 4. 
Having thus described my invention, I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A sectional stock-case made up of sepa 
rable crates, having individually-incomplete 
Walls composed of separated slats or boards, 
the slats of each filling the openings between 
the slats of adjoining crates to complete the 
Several walls, substantially as described. 

2. A sectional stock-rack composed of sev 
eral crates adapted to rest upon or against 
one another and having alternately-arranged 
Slats, which when the crates are so placed 
form solid walls between them, said walls be 
ing of the thickness of a single board or slat, 
and dividing - partitions arranged in said 
crates, substantially as and for the purpose 
specified. 

3. The combination, with large crates, of 
Smaller or narrower ones arranged thereon, the 
larger crates having tops to extend beyond 
the others to form ledges, dividing-partitions 
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in said crates, the side and top walls thereof 
and said walls being completed by the over 
lapping or intermeshing of the slats upon the 
several crates, substantially as described. 

4. The combination, in the stock-rack, of 
several crates, each having end and partition 
pieces, an even number of parts on the bot 
tom and an uneven number on the top, Com 
pleting the crate, equal spaces being left be 
tween said parts, whereby any number of such 
crates may be placed together one upon the 
other to complete solid walls between them. 

5. The combination, with the several crates 
provided with the intermeshing floor-parti 
tions, of transverse partitions therein and the 
depending and overlapping retaining-strips 
provided upon the outer edges, substantially 
as described. 

6. The combination, with the large crates 
each provided with compartments, of the 
boards 6 upon one and a board 7 upon the 
other to constitute the vertical partition be 
tween them, the top boards 11 and 12 of each 
crate and each of the overlying crates hav 
ing the alternately-arranged strips or boards, 
whereby complete partitions are constituted 
between the several parts and the whole 
firmly locked together, substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand this 2d day of April, A. D. 1892. 

OTTO H. L. WERNICKIE. 
In presence of 

F. S. LYON, 
C. G. HAWLEY. 
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