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IN-FIELDSMART DEVICE UPDATES 

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE 

0001. This disclosure relates to systems, devices, meth 
ods, and related computer program products for Smart build 
ings including the Smart home. More particularly, this patent 
specification relates to updating Smart devices in a Smart 
home environment. 

0002 Some homes today are equipped with smart home 
networks to provide automated control of devices, appliances 
and systems, such as heating, ventilation, and air conditioning 
(HVAC) systems, lighting systems, alarm systems, and 
home theater and entertainment systems. Smart home fabrics 
may include one or more networks of devices interconnected 
to automation functions within the home. For example, a 
person may input a desired temperature and a schedule indi 
cating when the person is away from home. 
0003. In some scenarios, one or more devices may not 
connect to all networks within a fabric or the fabric itself due 
to these devices lacking information used to connect to the 
networks and/or the fabric itself. However, in some scenarios, 
it may be undesirable to have the user manually cause these 
devices to update because of inconvenience to the user. Fur 
thermore, in some scenarios, it may also not be desirable to 
update these devices with secure information from a service 
since the service would store all such information thereby 
placing security information for numerous networks and/or 
fabrics in a single location (e.g., the service). It may be desir 
able to update the secure information to the devices without 
providing Such information to the service. 

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE 

0004. A summary of certain embodiments disclosed 
herein is set forth below. It should be understood that these 
aspects are presented merely to provide the reader with a brief 
Summary of these certain embodiments and that these aspects 
are not intended to limit the scope of this disclosure. Indeed, 
this disclosure may encompass a variety of aspects that may 
not be set forth below. 

0005 Embodiments of the present disclosure provide 
methods and systems for enabling devices to join devices to 
network and/or fabrics consisting of several networks and 
adding the devices to the network and/or fabrics. In some 
embodiments, these devices may already be deployed in the 
field but may be missing some information or features that are 
used to join the networks and/or fabrics. Thus, in some 
embodiments, the data is sent over to the devices from a 
service before the devices join the networks and/or fabrics. 
However, some of the network/fabric credentials, such as 
keys and network names, may not be known to the service. In 
such embodiments, devices on the network/fabric may send 
over the credentials to the joining device as assisting devices. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0006 Various aspects of this disclosure may be better 
understood upon reading the following detailed description 
and upon reference to the drawings in which: 
0007 FIG. 1 illustrates an embodiment of a smart-home 
environment within which one or more of the devices, meth 
ods, systems, services, and/or computer program products 
described herein may be used, according to an embodiment; 
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0008 FIG. 2 illustrates a network-level view of an exten 
sible devices and services platform with which the Smart 
home environment of FIG. 1 can be integrated, according to 
an embodiment; 
0009 FIG.3 illustrates a functional view of the extensible 
devices and services platform of FIG. 2, with reference to a 
processing engine as well as devices of the Smart-home envi 
ronment, according to an embodiment; 
0010 FIG. 4 illustrates block diagram view of a smart 
device that may securely communicate with other Smart 
devices within the Smart-home environment, according to an 
embodiment: 
0011 FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic view of devices inter 
connected within the Smart-home environment, according to 
an embodiment; 
0012 FIG. 6 illustrates a model view that illustrates func 
tions of a communication system in layers including an appli 
cation layer, a transport layer, and a network layer, according 
to an embodiment; 
0013 FIG. 7 illustrates an exchange of information 
between devices, with at least one device being part of the 
Smart-home environment, according to an embodiment: 
0014 FIG. 8 illustrates a schematic view of a process for 
updating a device with provisioning data via a service, 
according to an embodiment; 
(0015 FIG. 9 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
updating the device of FIG. 8, according to an embodiment: 
0016 FIG. 10 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
updating the device of FIG. 8 using the service of FIG. 8, 
according to an embodiment; 
(0017 FIG. 11 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
creating a provisioning data bundle, according to an embodi 
ment; 
0018 FIG. 12 illustrates a schematic view of a network or 
fabric to be joined by a joining device using assisting devices 
and a service, according to an embodiment; 
0019 FIG. 13 illustrates a schematic view of a network to 
be joined by a joining device using assisting devices and a 
service, according to an embodiment; 
0020 FIG. 14 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
joining a network or fabric using an assisting device on the 
fabric or network, according to an embodiment; 
(0021 FIG. 15 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
creating a fabric, according to an embodiment: 
0022 FIG. 16 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
assisting a device in joining a network or fabric, according to 
an embodiment; 
(0023 FIG. 17 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
aiding a joining device and an assisting device in facilitate a 
joining of a network or fabric upon which the assisting device 
resides, according to an embodiment; 
0024 FIG. 18 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
determining a primary fabric, according to an embodiment; 
(0025 FIG. 19 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
determining whether a device qualifies as an assisting device, 
according to an embodiment; and 
0026 FIG. 20 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
selecting an assisting device, according to an embodiment. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
DISCLOSURE 

0027. One or more specific embodiments of the present 
disclosure will be described below. These described embodi 
ments are only examples of the presently disclosed tech 
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niques. Additionally, in an effort to provide a concise descrip 
tion of these embodiments, all features of an actual 
implementation may not be described in the specification. It 
should be appreciated that in the development of any such 
actual implementation, as in any engineering or design 
project, numerous implementation-specific decisions must be 
made to achieve the developers specific goals, such as com 
pliance with system-related and business-related constraints, 
which may vary from one implementation to another. More 
over, it should be appreciated that such a development effort 
might be complex and time consuming, but may nevertheless 
be a routine undertaking of design, fabrication, and manufac 
ture for those of ordinary skill having the benefit of this 
disclosure. 

0028. When introducing elements of various embodi 
ments of the present disclosure, the articles “a” “an and 
“the are intended to mean that there are one or more of the 
elements. The terms “comprising.” “including.” and “having 
are intended to be inclusive and mean that there may be 
additional elements other than the listed elements. Addition 
ally, it should be understood that references to “one embodi 
ment” or “an embodiment of the present disclosure are not 
intended to be interpreted as excluding the existence of addi 
tional embodiments that also incorporate the recited features. 
0029 Embodiments of the present disclosure relate gen 
erally to adding devices to network and/or fabrics consisting 
of several networks. In some embodiments, these devices 
may already be deployed in the field but may be missing some 
information or features that are used to join the networks 
and/or fabrics. Thus, in Some embodiments, the data is sent 
over to the devices from a service before the devices join the 
networks and/or fabrics. However, some of the network/fab 
ric credentials, such as keys and network names, may not be 
known to the service. In Such embodiments, devices on the 
network/fabric may send over the credentials to the joining 
device as assisting devices. 
0030. It should be appreciated that “smart home environ 
ments' may refer to Smart environments or Smart networks 
for any building type, Such as single-family houses, duplexes, 
townhomes, multi-unit apartment buildings, hotels, retail 
stores, office buildings, industrial buildings, and any building 
that may include one or more Smart devices. 
0031. It is to be further appreciated that while the terms 
user, customer, installer, homeowner, occupant, guest, tenant, 
landlord, repair person, user, and similar terms may be used to 
refer to a person or persons interacting with a Smart device 
within the network via a user interface, these references are by 
no means to be considered as limiting the scope of the present 
teachings with respect to the person or persons who are per 
forming Such actions. Thus, for example, the terms user, 
customer, purchaser, installer, Subscriber, and homeowner 
may often refer to the same person in the case of a single 
family residential dwelling, because the head of the house 
hold is often the person who makes the purchasing decision, 
buys the unit, and installs and configures the units, and is also 
one of the users of the units. However, in other scenarios, such 
as a landlord-tenant environment, the customer may be the 
landlord with respect to purchasing the unit, the installer may 
be a local apartment Supervisor, a first user may be the tenant, 
and a second user may again be the landlord with respect to 
remote control functionality. While the identity of the person 
performing the action may be germane to a particular advan 
tage provided by one or more of the embodiments—for 
example, the password-protected network commissioning 
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functionality described herein may be particularly advanta 
geous where the landlord holds the sole password and can 
control network additions—such identity should not be con 
Strued in the descriptions that follow as necessarily limiting 
the scope of the present teachings to those particularindividu 
als having those particular identities. 

Smart Network 

0032. With the foregoing in mind, FIG. 1 illustrates an 
example of a smart-home environment 100, also referred to as 
a smart network, within which one or more of the devices, 
methods, systems, services, and/or computer program prod 
ucts described further herein can be applicable. The depicted 
Smart-home environment 100 includes a structure 150, which 
can include, e.g., a house, office building, garage, or mobile 
home. In some embodiments, the devices can also be inte 
grated into a smart-home environment 100 that does not 
include an entire structure 150. Such as an apartment, condo 
minium, or office space. Further, the Smart home environment 
can control and/or be coupled to devices outside of the actual 
structure 150. Indeed, several devices in the smart home 
environment need not physically be within the structure 150 
at all. For example, a device controlling a pool heater or 
irrigation system can be located outside of the structure 150. 
0033. The depicted structure 150 includes multiple rooms 
152, separated at least partly from each other via walls 154. 
The walls 154 can include interior walls or exterior walls. 
Each room can further include a floor 156 and a ceiling 158. 
Devices can be mounted on, integrated with and/or supported 
by a wall 154, floor 156 or ceiling 158. 
0034. In some embodiments, the smart-home environ 
ment 100 of FIG. 1 includes various devices, including intel 
ligent, multi-sensing, network-connected devices that may 
integrate seamlessly with each other, with a central server, 
with a cloud-computing system, or some combination of 
these to provide any of a variety of useful smart-home objec 
tives. The smart-home environment 100 may include one or 
more intelligent, multi-sensing, network-connected thermo 
stats 102 (hereinafter referred to as “smart thermostats 102), 
one or more intelligent, network-connected, multi-sensing 
hazard detection units 104 (hereinafter referred to as “smart 
hazard detectors 104), one or more intelligent, multi-sens 
ing, network-connected doorbell devices 106 (hereinafter 
referred to as “smart doorbells 106’), and one or more intel 
ligent, network-connected door locks 107 (hereinafter 
referred to as “smart door locks 107). According to embodi 
ments, the Smart thermostat 102 detects ambient climate char 
acteristics (e.g., temperature and/or humidity) and controls a 
HVAC system 103 accordingly. The Smart hazard detector 
104 may detect the presence of a hazardous Substance or a 
Substance indicative of a hazardous Substance (e.g., Smoke, 
fire, or carbon monoxide). The smart doorbell 106 may detect 
a person’s approach to or departure from a location (e.g., an 
outer door), control doorbell functionality, announce a per 
son's approach or departure via audio or visual means, or 
control settings on a security system (e.g., to activate or 
deactivate the security system when occupants go and come). 
The smart door locks 107 may detect and toggle between a 
locked and unlocked condition for doors in the home, detect 
a person’s approach to or departure from a respective door, 
detect whether a door is open or closed, or other suitable 
controls associated with a Smart door lock. 
0035. In some embodiments, the smart-home environ 
ment 100 of FIG. 1 further includes one or more intelligent, 
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multi-sensing, network-connected wall switches 108 (here 
inafter referred to as “smart wall switches 108), along with 
one or more intelligent, multi-sensing, network-connected 
wall plug interfaces 110 (hereinafter referred to as “smart 
wall plugs 110'). The smart wall switches 108 may detect 
ambient lighting conditions, detect room-occupancy states, 
and control a power and/or dim state of one or more lights. In 
Some instances, Smart wall Switches 108 may also control a 
power State or speed of a fan, Such as a ceiling fan. The Smart 
wall plugs 110 may detect occupancy of a room or enclosure 
and control Supply of power to one or more wall plugs (e.g., 
Such that power is not Supplied to the plug if nobody is at 
home). 
0.036 Further, in some embodiments, the Smart-home 
environment 100 of FIG. 1 includes multiple intelligent, 
multi-sensing, network-connected appliances 112 (hereinaf 
ter referred to as “smart appliances 112'), such as refrigera 
tors, Stoves and/or ovens, televisions, washers, dryers, lights, 
Stereos, intercom systems, garage-door openers, floor fans, 
ceiling fans, wall air conditioners, pool heaters, irrigation 
systems, security systems, window sensors, security systems, 
and so forth. According to embodiments, the network-con 
nected appliances 112 may be made compatible with the 
Smart-home environment by cooperating with the respective 
manufacturers of the appliances. For example, the appliances 
can be space heaters, window AC units, motorized duct vents, 
etc. When plugged in, an appliance can announce itself to the 
Smart-home network, Such as by indicating what type of 
appliance it is, and it can automatically integrate with the 
controls of the Smart-home. Such communication by the 
appliance to the Smart home can be facilitated by any wired or 
wireless communication protocols known by those having 
ordinary skill in the art. The Smart home also can include a 
variety of non-communicating legacy appliances 140. Such as 
old conventional washer/dryers, refrigerators, and the like 
which can be controlled, albeit coarsely (ON/OFF), by virtue 
of the Smart wall plugs 110. The smart-home environment 
100 can further include a variety of partially communicating 
legacy appliances 142, such as infrared (“IR”) controlled wall 
air conditioners or other IR-controlled devices, which can be 
controlled by IR signals provided by the Smart hazard detec 
tors 104 or the Smart wall switches 108. 

0037 According to embodiments, the smart thermostats 
102, the Smart hazard detectors 104, the Smart doorbells 106, 
the Smart door lock 107, the Smart wall switches 108, the 
smart wall plugs 110, and other devices of the Smart-home 
environment 100 may be modular and may be incorporated 
into older and new houses. For example, in Some embodi 
ments, the devices are designed around a modular platform 
consisting of two basic components: a head unit and a back 
plate, also referred to as a docking station. Multiple configu 
rations of the docking station are provided so as to be com 
patible with any home, such as older and newer homes. How 
ever, all of the docking stations include a standard head 
connection arrangement, such that any head unit can be 
removably attached to any docking station. Thus, in some 
embodiments, the docking stations are interfaces that serve as 
physical connections to the structure and the Voltage wiring of 
the homes, and the interchangeable head units contain all of 
the sensors, processors, user interfaces, the batteries, and 
other functional components of the devices. 
0038. Many different commercial and functional possi 

bilities for provisioning, maintenance, and upgrade are pos 
sible. For example, after years of using any particular head 
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unit, a user may be able to buy a new version of the head unit 
and simply plug it into the old docking station. There are also 
many different versions for the head units, such as low-cost 
versions with few features, and then a progression of increas 
ingly-capable versions, up to and including Sophisticated 
head units with a large number of features. Thus, it should be 
appreciated that the various versions of the head units may be 
interchangeable, with any of them working when placed into 
any docking station. This can advantageously encourage 
sharing and re-deployment of old head units—for example, 
when an important high-capability head unit, Such as a hazard 
detector, is replaced by a new version of the head unit, then the 
old head unit can be re-deployed to a backroom or basement, 
etc. According to embodiments, when first plugged into a 
docking station, the head unit can ask the user (by 2D LCD 
display, 2D/3D holographic projection, Voice interaction, 
etc.) a few simple questions such as, “Where am I and the 
user can indicate “living room.” “kitchen, and so forth. 
0039. The Smart-home environment 100 may also include 
communication with devices outside of the physical home but 
within a proximate geographical range of the home. For 
example, the Smart-home environment 100 may include a 
pool heater monitor 114 that communicates a current pool 
temperature to other devices within the smart-home environ 
ment 100 or receives commands for controlling the pool 
temperature. Similarly, the smart-home environment 100 
may include an irrigation monitor 116 that communicates 
information regarding irrigation systems within the Smart 
home environment 100 and/or receives control information 
for controlling Suchirrigation systems. According to embodi 
ments, an algorithm is provided for considering the geo 
graphic location of the Smart-home environment 100. Such as 
based on the Zip code or geographic coordinates of the home. 
The geographic information then may be used to obtain data 
helpful for determining optimal times for watering. Such data 
may include Sun location information, temperature, dew 
point, soil type of the land on which the home is located, etc. 
0040. By virtue of network connectivity, one or more of 
the smart-home devices of FIG. 1 can also enable a user to 
interact with the device even if the user is not proximate to the 
device. For example, a user can communicate with a device 
using a computer (e.g., a desktop computer, laptop computer, 
or tablet) or other portable electronic device (e.g., a Smart 
phone) 166. A webpage or app can be configured to receive 
communications from the user and control the device based 
on the communications and/or to present information about 
the device's operation to the user. For example, the user can 
view a current setpoint temperature for a device and adjust it 
using a computer. The user can be in the structure during this 
remote communication or outside the structure. 

0041. As discussed, users can control the Smart thermostat 
and other Smart devices in the Smart-home environment 100 
using a network-connected computer or portable electronic 
device 166. In some embodiments, the device 166 may be 
connected to the smart network directly or through additional 
networks (e.g., WiFi) that are connected to the Smart network 
using one or more devices (e.g., an edge router). In some 
examples, Some or all of the occupants (e.g., individuals who 
live in the home) can register their device 166 with the Smart 
home environment 100. Such registration can be made at a 
central server to authenticate the occupant and/or the device 
as being associated with the home and to give permission to 
the occupant to use the device to control the Smart devices in 
the home. An occupant may use their registered device 166 to 
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remotely control the smart devices of the home, such as when 
the occupant is at work or on vacation. The occupant may also 
use their registered device to control the smart devices when 
the occupant is actually located inside the home, such as when 
the occupant is sitting on a couch inside the home. It should be 
appreciated that instead of or in addition to registering 
devices 166, the Smart-home environment 100 may make 
inferences about which individuals live in the home and are 
therefore occupants and which devices 166 are associated 
with those individuals. As such, the Smart-home environment 
“learns” who is an occupant and permits the devices 166 
associated with those individuals to control the Smart devices 
of the home. 

0042. In some instances, guests desire to control the Smart 
devices. For example, the Smart-home environment may 
receive communication from an unregistered mobile device 
of an individual inside of the home, where said individual is 
not recognized as an occupant of the home. For example, a 
Smart-home environment may receive communication from a 
mobile device of an individual who is known to be or who is 
registered as a guest or determined to be on a common net 
work (e.g., SSID WiFi network) as the smart devices. 
0043. In some embodiments, in addition to containing 
processing and sensing capabilities, each of the devices 102. 
104, 106, 107, 108, 110, 112, 114, 116, 162, 170 and other 
smart devices (collectively referred to as “the smart devices') 
may be capable of data communications and information 
sharing with any other of the Smart devices, as well as to any 
central server or cloud-computing system or any other device 
that is network-connected anywhere in the world. The 
required data communications can be carried out using any of 
a variety of custom or standard wireless protocols (Wi-Fi, 
ZigBee, 6LoWPAN, etc.) and/or any of a variety of custom or 
standard wired protocols (CAT6 Ethernet, HomePlug, etc.). 
0044 According to embodiments, all or some of the smart 
devices can serve as wireless or wired repeaters. For example, 
a first one of the Smart devices can communicate with a 
second one of the smart device via a wireless router 160. The 
Smart devices can further communicate with each other via a 
connection to a network, Such as the Internet 162. Through 
the Internet 162, the smart devices can communicate with a 
central server or a cloud-computing system 164. The central 
server or cloud-computing system 164 can be associated with 
a manufacturer, Support entity, or service provider associated 
with the device. For some embodiments, a user may be able to 
contact customer Support using a device itself rather than 
needing to use other communication means Such as a tele 
phone or Internet-connected computer. Further, software 
updates can be automatically sent from the central server or 
cloud-computing system 164 to the Smart devices (e.g., when 
available, when purchased, or at routine intervals). 
0045. As discussed below, the smart devices may be com 
bined to create a mesh network. In some embodiments, this 
mesh network may include spokesman and low-power nodes 
in the Smart-home environment 100, where some of the smart 
devices are “spokesman” nodes and others are “low-pow 
ered” nodes. Some of the smart devices in the Smart-home 
environment 100 are battery powered, while others have a 
regular and reliable power source, such as by connecting to 
wiring (e.g., to 120V line voltage wires) behind the walls 154 
of the smart-home environment. The Smart devices that have 
a regular and reliable power source are referred to as “spokes 
man nodes. These nodes are equipped with the capability of 
using any wireless protocol or manner to facilitate bidirec 
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tional communication with any of a variety of other devices in 
the Smart-home environment 100 as well as with the central 
server or cloud-computing system 164. On the other hand, the 
devices that are battery powered are referred to as “low 
power nodes. These nodes tend to be smaller than spokes 
man nodes and may communicate using wireless protocols 
that requires very little power, such as ZigBee, 6LoWPAN, 
etc. Furthermore, some low-power nodes may also have a 
relatively low amount of memory to reduce power consump 
tion. Thus, in Some embodiments, these low-power nodes 
utilize streamlined messages and data formats of data (e.g., 
certificates). Further, some, but not all, low-power nodes are 
incapable of bidirectional communication. These low-power 
nodes send messages, but they are unable to "listen’. Thus, 
other devices in the Smart-home environment 100, such as the 
spokesman nodes, cannot send information to these low 
power listening-only nodes. 
0046. As described, the smart devices serve as low-power 
and spokesman nodes to create a mesh network in the Smart 
home environment 100. Individual low-power nodes in the 
Smart-home environment regularly send out messages 
regarding what they are sensing, and the other low-powered 
nodes in the Smart-home environment in addition to send 
ing out their own messages—repeat the messages, thereby 
causing the messages to travel from node to node (i.e., device 
to device) throughout the smart-home environment 100. The 
spokesman nodes in the Smart-home environment 100 are 
able to “drop down” to low-powered communication proto 
cols to receive these messages, translate the messages to other 
communication protocols, and send the translated messages 
to other spokesman nodes and/or the central server or cloud 
computing system 164. Thus, the low-powered nodes using 
low-power communication protocols are able to send mes 
sages across the entire Smart-home environment 100 as well 
as over the Internet 162 to the central server or cloud-com 
puting system 164. According to embodiments, the mesh 
network enables the central server or cloud-computing sys 
tem 164 to regularly receive data from all of the smart devices 
in the home, make inferences based on the data, and send 
commands back to one of the Smart devices to accomplish 
some of the Smart-home objectives described herein. 
0047. As described, the spokesman nodes and some of the 
low-powered nodes are capable of "listening”. Accordingly, 
users, other devices, and the central server or cloud-comput 
ing system 164 can communicate controls to the low-powered 
nodes. For example, a user can use the portable electronic 
device (e.g., a Smartphone) 166 to send commands over the 
Internet to the central server or cloud-computing system 164, 
which then relays the commands to the spokesman nodes in 
the Smart-home environment 100. The spokesman nodes drop 
downto a low-power protocol to communicate the commands 
to the low-power nodes throughout the Smart-home environ 
ment, as well as to other spokesman nodes that did not receive 
the commands directly from the central server or cloud-com 
puting system 164. 
0048. An example of a low-power node is a smart night 
light 170. In addition to housing a light source, the smart 
nightlight 170 houses an occupancy sensor, such as an ultra 
Sonic or passive IR sensor, and an ambient light sensor, Such 
as a photoresistor or a single-pixel sensor that measures light 
in the room. In some embodiments, the Smart nightlight 170 
is configured to activate the light source when its ambient 
light sensor detects that the room is dark and when its occu 
pancy sensor detects that someone is in the room. In other 
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embodiments, the Smart nightlight 170 is simply configured 
to activate the light Source when its ambient light sensor 
detects that the room is dark. Further, according to some 
embodiments, the Smart nightlight 170 includes a low-power 
wireless communication chip (e.g., ZigBee chip) that regu 
larly sends out messages regarding the occupancy of the room 
and the amount of light in the room, including instantaneous 
messages coincident with the occupancy sensor detecting the 
presence of a person in the room. As mentioned above, these 
messages may be sent wirelessly, using the mesh network, 
from node to node (i.e., Smart device to Smart device) within 
the smart-home environment 100 as well as over the Internet 
162 to the central server or cloud-computing system 164. 
0049 Other examples of low-powered nodes include bat 
tery-operated versions of the smart hazard detectors 104. 
These smart hazard detectors 104 are often located in an area 
without access to constant and reliable power and, as dis 
cussed in detail below, may include any number and type of 
sensors, such as Smoke/fire/heat sensors, carbon monoxide/ 
dioxide sensors, occupancy/motion sensors, ambient light 
sensors, temperature sensors, humidity sensors, and the like. 
Furthermore, Smart hazard detectors 104 can send messages 
that correspond to each of the respective sensors to the other 
devices and the central server or cloud-computing system 
164. Such as by using the mesh network as described above. 
0050 Examples of spokesman nodes include Smart door 
bells 106, Smart thermostats 102, Smart wall switches 108, 
and smart wall plugs 110. These devices 102, 106, 108, and 
110 are often located near and connected to a reliable power 
Source, and therefore can include more power-consuming 
components, such as one or more communication chips 
capable of bidirectional communication in any variety of 
protocols. 
0051. In some embodiments, these low-powered and 
spokesman nodes (e.g., devices 102,104,106, 107, 108, 110. 
112, and 170) may function as “tripwires” for an alarm sys 
tem in the Smart-home environment. For example, in the 
event a perpetrator circumvents detection by alarm sensors 
located at windows, doors, and other entry points of the 
smart-home environment 100, the alarm could be triggered 
upon receiving an occupancy, motion, heat, Sound, etc. mes 
sage from one or more of the low-powered and spokesman 
nodes in the mesh network. For example, upon receiving a 
message from a Smart nightlight 170 indicating the presence 
of a person, the central server or cloud-computing system 164 
or some other device could trigger an alarm, provided the 
alarm is armed at the time of detection. Thus, the alarm 
system could be enhanced by various low-powered and 
spokesman nodes located throughout the Smart-home envi 
ronment 100. In this example, a user could enhance the secu 
rity of the smart-home environment 100 by buying and 
installing extra Smart nightlights 170. 
0.052. In some embodiments, the mesh network can be 
used to automatically turn on and off lights as a person tran 
sitions from room to room. For example, the low-powered 
and spokesman nodes (e.g., devices 102,104,106, 107, 108, 
110, 112, and 170) detect the person’s movement through the 
Smart-home environment and communicate corresponding 
messages through the mesh network. Using the messages that 
indicate which rooms are occupied, the central server or 
cloud-computing system 164 or some other device activates 
and deactivates the smart wall switches 108 to automatically 
provide light as the person moves from room to room in the 
smart-home environment 100. Further, users may provide 
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pre-configuration information that indicates which Smart wall 
plugs 110 provide power to lamps and other light sources, 
Such as the Smart nightlight 170. Alternatively, this mapping 
of light sources to wall plugs 110 can be done automatically 
(e.g., the Smart wall plugs 110 detect when a light source is 
plugged into it, and it sends a corresponding message to the 
central server or cloud-computing system 164). Using this 
mapping information in combination with messages that indi 
cate which rooms are occupied, the central server or cloud 
computing system 164 or some other device activates and 
deactivates the smart wall plugs 110 that provide power to 
lamps and other light sources so as to track the person’s 
movement and provide light as the person moves from room 
tO rOOm. 

0053. In some embodiments, the mesh network of low 
powered and spokesman nodes can be used to provide exit 
lighting in the event of an emergency oran emergency drill. In 
Some instances, to facilitate this, users provide pre-configu 
ration information that indicates exit routes in the Smart 
home environment 100. For example, for each room in the 
house, the user may provide a map of the best exit route 
depending on availability of the route. In some situations the 
route may be blocked by a hazard, and an alternate route may 
be illuminated and indicated, if available. It should be appre 
ciated that instead of a user providing this information, the 
central server or cloud-computing system 164 or some other 
device could automatically determine the routes using 
uploaded maps, diagrams, architectural drawings of the 
Smart-home house, as well as using a map generated based on 
positional information obtained from the nodes of the mesh 
network (e.g., positional information from the devices is used 
to construct a map of the house). In operation, when an alarm 
is activated (e.g., when one or more of the Smart hazard 
detector 104 detects Smoke and activates an alarm), the cen 
tral server or cloud-computing system 164 or some other 
device uses occupancy information obtained from the low 
powered and spokesman nodes to determine which rooms are 
occupied and then turns on lights (e.g., nightlights 170, wall 
switches 108, wall plugs 110 that power lamps, etc.) along the 
exit routes from the occupied rooms so as to provide emer 
gency exit lighting. 

0054 Also included and illustrated in the smart-home 
environment 100 of FIG. 1 are service robots 162 each con 
figured to carry out, in an autonomous manner, any of a 
variety of household tasks. For some embodiments, the ser 
vice robots 162 can be respectively configured to perform 
floor Sweeping, floor washing, etc. in a manner similar to that 
of known commercially available devices such as the 
ROOMBATM and SCOOBATM products sold by iRobot, Inc. 
of Bedford, Mass. Tasks such as floor sweeping and floor 
washing can be considered as “away' or “while-away’ tasks 
for purposes of the instant description, as it is generally more 
desirable for these tasks to be performed when the occupants 
are not present. For other embodiments, one or more of the 
service robots 162 are configured to perform tasks Such as 
playing music for an occupant, serving as a localized thermo 
stat for an occupant, serving as a localized airmonitor/purifier 
for an occupant, serving as a localized baby monitor, serving 
as a localized hazard detector for an occupant, and so forth, it 
being generally more desirable for Such tasks to be carried out 
in the immediate presence of the human occupant. For pur 
poses of the instant description, such tasks can be considered 
as “human-facing or “human-centric' tasks. 
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0055 When serving as a localized thermostat for an occu 
pant, a particular one of the service robots 162 can be con 
sidered to be facilitating what can be called a “personal com 
fort-area network” for the occupant, with the objective being 
to keep the occupants immediate space at a comfortable 
temperature wherever that occupant may be located in the 
home. This can be contrasted with conventional wall 
mounted room thermostats, which have the more attenuated 
objective of keeping a statically-defined structural space at a 
comfortable temperature. According to one embodiment, the 
localized-thermostat service robot 162 is configured to move 
itself into the immediate presence (e.g., within five feet) of a 
particular occupant who has settled into a particular location 
in the home (e.g. in the dining room to eat their breakfast and 
read the news). The localized-thermostat service robot 162 
includes a temperature sensor, a processor, and wireless com 
munication components configured such that control com 
munications with the HVAC system, either directly or 
through a wall-mounted wirelessly communicating thermo 
stat coupled to the HVAC system, are maintained and such 
that the temperature in the immediate vicinity of the occupant 
is maintained at their desired level. If the occupant then 
moves and settles into another location (e.g. to the living room 
couch to watch television), the localized-thermostat service 
robot 162 proceeds to move and park itself next to the couch 
and keep that particular immediate space at a comfortable 
temperature. 

0056 Technologies by which the localized-thermostat 
service robot 162 (and/or the larger Smart-home system of 
FIG. 1) can identify and locate the occupant whose personal 
area space is to be kept at a comfortable temperature can 
include, but are not limited to, RFID sensing (e.g., person 
having an RFID bracelet, RFID necklace, or RFID key fob), 
synthetic vision techniques (e.g., video cameras and face 
recognition processors), audio techniques (e.g., voice, Sound 
pattern, vibration pattern recognition), ultrasound sensing/ 
imaging techniques, and infrared or near-field communica 
tion (NFC) techniques (e.g., person wearing an infrared or 
NFC-capable smartphone), along with rules-based inference 
engines or artificial intelligence techniques that draw useful 
conclusions from the sensed information (e.g., if there is only 
a single occupant present in the home, then that is the person 
whose immediate space should be kept at a comfortable tem 
perature, and the selection of the desired comfortable tem 
perature should correspond to that occupant’s particular 
stored profile). 
0057 When serving as a localized air monitor/purifier for 
an occupant, a particular service robot 162 can be considered 
to be facilitating what can be called a “personal health-area 
network” for the occupant, with the objective being to keep 
the air quality in the occupants immediate space at healthy 
levels. Alternatively or in conjunction therewith, other health 
related functions can be provided. Such as monitoring the 
temperature or heart rate of the occupant (e.g., using finely 
remote sensors, near-field communication with on-person 
monitors, etc.). When serving as a localized hazard detector 
for an occupant, a particular service robot 162 can be consid 
ered to be facilitating what can be called a “personal safety 
area network' for the occupant, with the objective being to 
ensure there is no excessive carbon monoxide, Smoke, fire, 
etc., in the immediate space of the occupant. Methods analo 
gous to those described above for personal comfort-area net 
works in terms of occupant identifying and tracking are like 
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wise applicable for personal health-area network and 
personal safety-area network embodiments. 
0.058 According to some embodiments, the above-refer 
enced facilitation of personal comfort-area networks, per 
Sonal health-area networks, personal safety-area networks, 
and/or other Such human-facing functionalities of the service 
robots 162, are further enhanced by logical integration with 
other Smart sensors in the home according to rules-based 
inferencing techniques or artificial intelligence techniques for 
achieving better performance of those human-facing func 
tionalities and/or for achieving those goals in energy-con 
serving or other resource-conserving ways. Thus, for one 
embodiment relating to personal health-area networks, the air 
monitor/purifier service robot 162 can be configured to detect 
whether a household pet is moving toward the currently 
settled location of the occupant (e.g., using on-board sensors 
and/or by data communications with other Smart-home sen 
sors along with rules-based inferencing/artificial intelligence 
techniques), and if so, the air purifying rate is immediately 
increased in preparation for the arrival of more airborne pet 
dander. For another embodiment relating to personal safety 
area networks, the hazard detector service robot 162 can be 
advised by other Smart-home sensors that the temperature and 
humidity levels are rising in the kitchen, which is nearby to 
the occupants current dining room location, and responsive 
to this advisory the hazard detector service robot 162 will 
temporarily raise a hazard detection threshold, such as a 
Smoke detection threshold, under an inference that any Small 
increases in ambient smoke levels will most likely be due to 
cooking activity and not due to a genuinely hazardous con 
dition. 

0059. The above-described “human-facing” and “away” 
functionalities can be provided, without limitation, by mul 
tiple distinct service robots 162 having respective dedicated 
ones of such functionalities, by a single service robot 162 
having an integration of two or more different ones of Such 
functionalities, and/or any combinations thereof (including 
the ability for a single service robot 162 to have both “away” 
and “human facing functionalities) without departing from 
the scope of the present teachings. Electrical power can be 
provided by virtue of rechargeable batteries or other 
rechargeable methods, with FIG. 1 illustrating an exemplary 
out-of-the-way docking station 164 to which the service 
robots 162 will automatically dock and recharge its batteries 
(if needed) during periods of inactivity. Preferably, each ser 
Vice robot 162 includes wireless communication components 
that facilitate data communications with one or more of the 
other wirelessly communicating Smart-home sensors of FIG. 
1 and/or with one or more other service robots 162 (e.g., using 
Wi-Fi, ZigBee, Z-Wave, 6LoWPAN, etc.), and one or more of 
the smart-home devices of FIG. 1 can be in communication 
with a remote server over the Internet. Alternatively or in 
conjunction therewith, each service robot 162 can be config 
ured to communicate directly with a remote server by virtue 
of cellular telephone communications, satellite communica 
tions, 3G/4G network data communications, or other direct 
communication method. 

0060 Provided according to some embodiments are sys 
tems and methods relating to the integration of the service 
robot(s) 162 with home security sensors and related function 
alities of the Smart home system. The embodiments are par 
ticularly applicable and advantageous when applied for those 
service robots 162 that perform “away” functionalities or that 
otherwise are desirable to be active when the home is unoc 
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cupied (hereinafter “away-service robots'). Included in the 
embodiments are methods and systems for ensuring that 
home security systems, intrusion detection systems, and/or 
occupancy-sensitive environmental control systems (for 
example, occupancy-sensitive automated setback thermo 
stats that enter into a lower-energy-using condition when the 
home is unoccupied) are not erroneously triggered by the 
away-service robots. 
0061 Provided according to some embodiments is a home 
automation and security system (e.g., as shown in FIG. 1) that 
is remotely monitored by a monitoring service by virtue of 
automated systems (e.g., cloud-based servers or other central 
servers, hereinafter “central server') that are in data commu 
nications with one or more network-connected elements of 
the home automation and security system. The away-service 
robots are configured to be in operative data communication 
with the central server, and are configured such that they 
remain in a non-away-service state (e.g., a dormant state at 
their docking station) unless permission is granted from the 
central server (e.g., by virtue of an “away-service-OK' mes 
sage from the central server) to commence their away-service 
activities. An away-state determination made by the system, 
which can be arrived at (i) exclusively by local on-premises 
Smart device(s) based on occupancy sensor data, (ii) exclu 
sively by the central server based on received occupancy 
sensor data and/or based on received proximity-related infor 
mation such as GPS coordinates from user Smartphones or 
automobiles, or (iii) any combination of (i) and (ii) can then 
trigger the granting of away-service permission to the away 
service robots by the central server. During the course of the 
away-service robot activity, during which the away-service 
robots may continuously detect and send their in-home loca 
tion coordinates to the central server, the central server can 
readily filter signals from the occupancy sensing devices to 
distinguish between the away-service robot activity versus 
any unexpected intrusion activity, thereby avoiding a false 
intrusion alarm condition while also ensuring that the home is 
secure. Alternatively or in conjunction therewith, the central 
server may provide filtering data (Such as an expected occu 
pancy-sensing profile triggered by the away-service robots) 
to the occupancy sensing nodes or associated processing 
nodes of the Smart home, such that the filtering is performed 
at the local level. Although somewhat less secure, it would 
also be within the scope of the present teachings for the 
central server to temporarily disable the occupancy sensing 
equipment for the duration of the away-service robot activity. 
0062 According to another embodiment, functionality 
similar to that of the central server in the above example can 
be performed by an on-site computing device Such as a dedi 
cated server computer, a “master home automation console 
or panel, or as an adjunct function of one or more of the 
Smart-home devices of FIG.1. In such an embodiment, there 
would be no dependency on a remote service provider to 
provide the “away-service-OK' permission to the away-ser 
Vice robots and the false-alarm-avoidance filtering service or 
filter information for the sensed intrusion detection signals. 
0063. According to other embodiments, there are pro 
vided methods and systems for implementing away-service 
robot functionality while avoiding false home security alarms 
and false occupancy-sensitive environmental controls with 
out the requirement of a single overall event orchestrator. For 
purposes of the simplicity in the present disclosure, the home 
security systems and/or occupancy-sensitive environmental 
controls that would be triggered by the motion, noise, vibra 
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tions, or other disturbances of the away-service robot activity 
are referenced simply as “activity sensing systems.” and 
when so triggered will yield a “disturbance-detected out 
come representative of the false trigger (for example, an 
alarm message to a security service, or an “arrival determi 
nation for an automated setback thermostat that causes the 
home to be heated or cooled to a more comfortable “occu 
pied setpoint temperature). According to one embodiment, 
the away-service robots are configured to emit a standard 
ultrasonic Sound throughout the course of their away-service 
activity, the activity sensing systems are configured to detect 
that standard ultrasonic sound, and the activity sensing sys 
tems are further configured such that no disturbance-detected 
outcome will occur for as long as that standard ultrasonic 
sound is detected. For other embodiments, the away-service 
robots are configured to emit a standard notification signal 
throughout the course of their away-service activity, the activ 
ity sensing systems are configured to detect that standard 
notification signal, and the activity sensing systems are fur 
ther configured Such that no disturbance-detected outcome 
will occur for as long as that standard notification signal is 
detected, wherein the standard notification signal comprises 
one or more of an optical notifying signal; an audible noti 
fying signal; an infrared notifying signal; an infrasonic noti 
fying signal; a wirelessly transmitted data notification signal 
(e.g., an IP broadcast, multicast, or unicast notification signal, 
or a notification message sent in an TCP/IP two-way commu 
nication session). 
0064. According to some embodiments, the notification 
signals sent by the away-service robots to the activity sensing 
systems are authenticated and encrypted Such that the notifi 
cations cannot be learned and replicated by a potential bur 
glar. Any of a variety of known encryption/authentication 
schemes can be used to ensure such data security including, 
but not limited to, methods involving third party data security 
services or certificate authorities. For Some embodiments, a 
permission request-response model can be used, wherein any 
particular away-service robot requests permission from each 
activity sensing system in the home when it is ready to per 
form its away-service tasks, and does not initiate such activity 
until receiving a “yes” or “permission granted' message from 
each activity sensing system (or from a single activity sensing 
system serving as a “spokesman’ for all of the activity sens 
ing systems). One advantage of the described embodiments 
that do not require a central event orchestratoris that there can 
(optionally) be more of an arms-length relationship between 
the supplier(s) of the home security/environmental control 
equipment, on the one hand, and the Supplier(s) of the away 
service robot(s), on the other hand, as it is only required that 
there is the described standard one-way notification protocol 
or the described standard two-way request/permission proto 
col to be agreed upon by the respective Suppliers. 
0065 According to still other embodiments, the activity 
sensing systems are configured to detect Sounds, vibrations. 
RF emissions, or other detectable environmental signals or 
“signatures that are intrinsically associated with the away 
service activity of each away-service robot, and are further 
configured such that no disturbance-detected outcome will 
occur for as long as that particular detectable signal or envi 
ronmental “signature' is detected. By way of example, a 
particular kind of vacuum-cleaning away-service robot may 
emit a specific sound or RF signature. For one embodiment, 
the away-service environmental signatures for each of mul 
tiple known away-service robots are stored in the memory of 
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the activity sensing systems based on empirically collected 
data, the environmental signatures being Supplied with the 
activity sensing systems and periodically updated by a remote 
update server. For another embodiment, the activity sensing 
systems can be placed into a “training mode” for the particu 
lar home in which they are installed, wherein they “listen' and 
“lean' the particular environmental signatures of the away 
service robots for that home during that training session, and 
thereafter will suppress disturbance-detected outcomes for 
intervals in which those environmental signatures are heard. 
0066 For still another embodiment, which is particularly 
useful when the activity sensing system is associated with 
occupancy-sensitive environmental control equipment rather 
than a home security system, the activity sensing system is 
configured to automatically learn the environmental signa 
tures for the away-service robots by virtue of automatically 
performing correlations over time between detected environ 
mental signatures and detected occupancy activity. By way of 
example, for one embodiment an intelligent automated non 
occupancy-triggered setback thermostat such as the Nest 
Learning Thermostat can be configured to constantly monitor 
for audible and RF activity as well as to perform infrared 
based occupancy detection. In particular view of the fact that 
the environmental signature of the away-service robot will 
remain relatively constant from event to event, and in view of 
the fact that the away-service events will likely either (a) 
themselves be triggered by Some sort of nonoccupancy con 
dition as measured by the away-service robots themselves, or 
(b) occurat regular times of day, there will be patterns in the 
collected data by which the events themselves will become 
apparent and for which the environmental signatures can be 
readily learned. Generally speaking, for this automatic-learn 
ing embodiment in which the environmental signatures of the 
away-service robots are automatically learned without 
requiring user interaction, it is more preferable that a certain 
number of false triggers be tolerable over the course of the 
learning process. Accordingly, this automatic-learning 
embodiment is more preferable for application in occupancy 
sensitive environmental control equipment (such as an auto 
mated setback thermostat) rather than home security systems 
for the reason that a few false occupancy determinations may 
cause a few instances of unnecessary heating or cooling, but 
will not otherwise have any serious consequences, whereas 
false home security alarms may have more serious conse 
quences. 

0067. According to embodiments, technologies including 
the sensors of the Smart devices located in the mesh network 
of the Smart-home environment in combination with rules 
based inference engines or artificial intelligence provided at 
the central server or cloud-computing system 164 are used to 
provide a personal “smart alarm clock' for individual occu 
pants of the home. For example, user-occupants can commu 
nicate with the central server or cloud-computing system 164 
via their mobile devices 166 to access an interface for the 
Smart alarm clock. There, occupants can turn on their 'smart 
alarm clock” and inputawake time for the next day and/or for 
additional days. In some embodiments, the occupant may 
have the option of setting a specific wake time for each day of 
the week, as well as the option of setting some or all of the 
inputted wake times to “repeat”. Artificial intelligence will be 
used to consider the occupants response to these alarms 
when they go off and make inferences about the user's pre 
ferred sleep patterns over time. 
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0068 According to embodiments, the Smart device in the 
smart-home environment 100 that happens to be closest to the 
occupant when the occupant falls asleep will be the device 
that transmits messages regarding when the occupant stopped 
moving, from which the central server or cloud-computing 
system 164 will make inferences about where and when the 
occupant prefers to sleep. This closest smart device will as be 
the device that Sounds the alarm to wake the occupant. In this 
manner, the “smart alarm clock' will follow the occupant 
throughout the house, by tracking the individual occupants 
based on their “unique signature', which is determined based 
on data obtained from sensors located in the Smart devices. 
For example, the sensors include ultrasonic sensors, passive 
IR sensors, and the like. The unique signature is based on a 
combination of walking gait, patterns of movement, Voice, 
height, size, etc. It should be appreciated that facial recogni 
tion may also be used. 
0069. According to an embodiment, the wake times asso 
ciated with the “smart alarm clock” are used by the smart 
thermostat 102 to control the HVAC in an efficient manner so 
as to pre-heat or cool the house to the occupant’s desired 
“sleeping and “awake temperature settings. The preferred 
settings can be learned over time, such as by observing which 
temperature the occupant sets the thermostat to before going 
to sleep and which temperature the occupant sets the thermo 
stat to upon waking up. 
0070 According to an embodiment, a device is positioned 
proximate to the occupants bed, such as on an adjacent 
nightstand, and collects data as the occupant sleeps using 
noise sensors, motion sensors (e.g., ultrasonic. IR, and opti 
cal), etc. Data may be obtained by the other smart devices in 
the room as well. Such data may include the occupants 
breathing patterns, heart rate, movement, etc. Inferences are 
made based on this data in combination with data that indi 
cates when the occupant actually wakes up. For example, 
if on a regular basis—the occupants heart rate, breathing, 
and moving all increase by 5% to 10%, twenty to thirty 
minutes before the occupant wakes up each morning, then 
predictions can be made regarding when the occupant is 
going to wake. Other devices in the home can use these 
predictions to provide other Smart-home objectives. Such as 
adjusting the Smart thermostat 102 so as to pre-heat or cool 
the home to the occupants desired setting before the occu 
pant wakes up. Further, these predictions can be used to set 
the 'smart alarm clock' for the occupant, to turn on lights, etc. 
0071. According to embodiments, technologies including 
the sensors of the Smart devices located throughout the Smart 
home environment incombination with rules-based inference 
engines or artificial intelligence provided at the central server 
or cloud-computing system 164 are used to detect or monitor 
the progress of Alzheimer's disease. For example, the unique 
signatures of the occupants are used to track the individual 
occupants movement throughout the Smart-home environ 
ment 100. This data can be aggregated and analyzed to iden 
tify patterns indicative of Alzheimer's. Oftentimes, individu 
als with Alzheimer's have distinctive patterns of migration in 
their homes. For example, a person will walk to the kitchen 
and stand there for a while, then to the living room and stand 
there for a while, and then back to the kitchen. This pattern 
will take about thirty minutes, and then the person will repeat 
the pattern. According to embodiments, the remote servers or 
cloud computing architectures 164 analyze the person’s 
migration data collected by the mesh network of the Smart 
home environment to identify Such patterns. 
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0072 FIG. 2 illustrates a network-level view of an exten 
sible devices and services platform 200 with which multiple 
Smart-home environments, such as the Smart-home environ 
ment 100 of FIG. 1, can be integrated. The extensible devices 
and services platform 200 includes remote servers or cloud 
computing architectures 164. Each of the Smart devices can 
communicate with the remote servers or cloud computing 
architectures 164. For example, a connection to the Internet 
162 can be established either directly (for example, using 
3G/4G connectivity to a wireless carrier), through a wireless 
mesh network (which can be a scheme ranging from a simple 
wireless router, for example, up to and including an intelli 
gent, dedicated whole-home control node), or through any 
combination thereof. The smart network may couple to the 
Internet 162 using a hub 212. 
0073. Although in some examples provided herein, the 
devices and services platform 200 communicates with and 
collects data from the Smart devices of Smart-home environ 
ment 100 of FIG. 1, it should be appreciated that the devices 
and services platform 200 may communicate with and collect 
data from multiple Smart-home environments across the 
world. For example, the central server or cloud-computing 
system 164 can collect home data 202 from the devices of one 
or more Smart-home environments, where the devices can 
routinely transmit home data or can transmit home data in 
specific instances (e.g., when a device queries the home data 
202). Thus, the devices and services platform 200 may rou 
tinely collect data from homes across the world. As described, 
the collected home data 202 includes, for example, power 
consumption data, occupancy data, HVAC settings and usage 
data, carbon monoxide levels data, carbon dioxide levels data, 
Volatile organic compounds levels data, sleeping schedule 
data, cooking schedule data, inside and outside temperature 
humidity data, television viewership data, inside and outside 
noise level data, etc. 
0074 The central server or cloud-computing architecture 
164 can further provide one or more services 204. The ser 
vices 204 can include, e.g., Software updates, customer Sup 
port, sensor data collection/logging, weather information, 
account information, remote access, remote or distributed 
control, or use Suggestions (e.g., based on collected home 
data 202 to improve performance, reduce utility cost, etc.). 
Data associated with the services 204 can be stored at the 
central server or cloud-computing system 164 and the central 
server or the cloud-computing system 164 can retrieve and 
transmit the data at an appropriate time (e.g., at regular inter 
vals, upon receiving a request from a user, etc.). 
0075. As illustrated in FIG.2, an embodiment of the exten 
sible devices and services platform 200 includes a processing 
engine 206, which can be concentrated at a single server or 
distributed among several different computing entities with 
out limitation. The processing engine 206 can include engines 
configured to receive data from devices of Smart-home envi 
ronments (e.g., via the Internet or a hubbed network), to index 
the data, to analyze the data and/or to generate statistics based 
on the analysis or as part of the analysis. The analyzed data 
can be stored as derived home data 208. 

0076 Results of the analysis or statistics can thereafter be 
transmitted back to the device that provided home data used 
to derive the results, to other devices, to a server providing a 
webpage to a user of the device, or to other non-device enti 
ties. For example, use statistics, use statistics relative to use of 
other devices, use patterns, and/or statistics Summarizing sen 
Sor readings can be generated by the processing engine 206 
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and transmitted. The results or statistics can be provided via 
the Internet 162. In this manner, the processing engine 206 
can be configured and programmed to derive a variety of 
useful information from the home data 202. A single server 
can include one or more engines. 
0077. The derived data can be highly beneficial at a variety 
of different granularities for a variety of useful purposes, 
ranging from explicit programmed control of the devices on a 
per-home, per-neighborhood, or per-region basis (for 
example, demand-response programs for electrical utilities), 
to the generation of inferential abstractions that can assist on 
a per-home basis (for example, an inference can be drawn that 
the homeowner has left for vacation and so security detection 
equipment can be put on heightened sensitivity), to the gen 
eration of statistics and associated inferential abstractions 
that can be used for government or charitable purposes. For 
example, processing engine 206 can generate statistics about 
device usage across a population of devices and send the 
statistics to device users, service providers or other entities 
(e.g., that have requested or may have provided monetary 
compensation for the statistics). 
0078. According to some embodiments, the home data 
202, the derived home data 208, and/or another data can be 
used to create “automated neighborhood safety networks.’ 
For example, in the event the central server or cloud-comput 
ing architecture 164 receives data indicating that a particular 
home has been broken into, is experiencing a fire, or some 
other type of emergency event, an alarm is sent to other Smart 
homes in the “neighborhood. In some instances, the central 
server or cloud-computing architecture 164 automatically 
identifies Smart homes within a radius of the home experienc 
ing the emergency and sends analarm to the identified homes. 
In such instances, the other homes in the “neighborhood do 
not have to sign up for or register to be a part of a safety 
network, but instead are notified of an emergency based on 
their proximity to the location of the emergency. This creates 
robust and evolving neighborhood security watch networks, 
Such that if one person's home is getting broken into, an alarm 
can be sent to nearby homes, such as by audio announcements 
via the smart devices located in those homes. Additionally or 
alternatively, if a neighbor's hazard detector detect smoke, 
neighboring houses may activate irrigation systems to reduce 
likelihood of a spread offire. It should be appreciated that this 
safety network can be an opt-in service and that, in addition to 
or instead of the central server or cloud-computing architec 
ture 164 selecting which homes to send alerts to, individuals 
can Subscribe to participate in Such networks and individuals 
can specify which homes they want to receive alerts from. 
This can include, for example, the homes of family members 
who live in different cities, such that individuals can receive 
alerts when their loved ones in other locations are experienc 
ing an emergency. 
0079 According to some embodiments, sound, vibration, 
and/or motion sensing components of the Smart devices are 
used to detect sound, vibration, and/or motion created by 
running water. Based on the detected Sound, vibration, and/or 
motion, the central server or cloud-computing architecture 
164 makes inferences about water usage in the home and 
provides related services. For example, the central server or 
cloud-computing architecture 164 can nm programs/algo 
rithms that recognize what water sounds like and when it is 
running in the home. According to one embodiment, to map 
the various water sources of the home, upon detecting running 
water, the central server or cloud-computing architecture 164 
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sends a message an occupants mobile device asking if water 
is currently running or if water has been recently run in the 
home and, if so, which room and which water-consumption 
appliance (e.g., sink, shower, toilet, etc.) was the source of the 
water. This enables the central server or cloud-computing 
architecture 164 to determine the “signature' or “fingerprint” 
of each water source in the home. This is sometimes referred 
to herein as “audio fingerprinting water usage.” 
0080. In one illustrative example, the central server or 
cloud-computing architecture 164 creates a signature for the 
toilet in the master bathroom, and whenever that toilet is 
flushed, the central server or cloud-computing architecture 
164 will know that the water usage at that time is associated 
with that toilet. Thus, the central server or cloud-computing 
architecture 164 can track the water usage of that toilet as well 
as each water-consumption application in the home. This 
information can be correlated to water bills or smart water 
meters so as to provide users with a breakdown of their water 
uSage. 

0081. According to some embodiments, sound, vibration, 
and/or motion sensing components of the Smart devices are 
used to detect sound, vibration, and/or motion created by 
mice and other rodents as well as by termites, cockroaches, 
and other insects (collectively referred to as “pests”). Based 
on the detected Sound, vibration, and/or motion, the central 
server or cloud-computing architecture 164 makes inferences 
about pest-detection in the home and provides related ser 
vices. For example, the central server or cloud-computing 
architecture 164 can nm programs/algorithms that recognize 
what certain pests sound like, how they move, and/or the 
vibration they create, individually and/or collectively. 
According to one embodiment, the central server or cloud 
computing architecture 164 can determine the 'signatures' of 
particular types of pests. 
0082 For example, in the event the central server or cloud 
computing architecture 164 detects sounds that may be asso 
ciated with pests, it notifies the occupants of such sounds and 
Suggests hiring a pest control company. If it is confirmed that 
pests are indeed present, the occupants input to the central 
server or cloud-computing architecture 164 confirms that its 
detection was correct, along with details regarding the iden 
tified pests, such as name, type, description, location, quan 
tity, etc. This enables the central server or cloud-computing 
architecture 164 to “tune' itself forbetter detection and create 
“signatures” or “fingerprints' for specific types of pests. For 
example, the central server or cloud-computing architecture 
164 can use the tuning as well as the signatures and finger 
prints to detect pests in other homes, such as nearby homes 
that may be experiencing problems with the same pests. Fur 
ther, for example, in the event that two or more homes in a 
“neighborhood” are experiencing problems with the same or 
similar types of pests, the central server or cloud-computing 
architecture 164 can make inferences that nearby homes may 
also have Such problems or may be susceptible to having Such 
problems, and it can send warning messages to those homes 
to help facilitate early detection and prevention. 
0083. In some embodiments, to encourage innovation and 
research and to increase products and services available to 
users, the devices and services platform 200 expose a range of 
application programming interfaces (APIs) 210 to third par 
ties, such as charities 222, governmental entities 224 (e.g., the 
Food and Drug Administration or the Environmental Protec 
tion Agency), academic institutions 226 (e.g., university 
researchers), businesses 228 (e.g., providing device warran 
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ties or service to related equipment, targeting advertisements 
based on home data), utility companies 230, and other third 
parties. The APIs 210 may be coupled to and permit third 
party systems to communicate with the central server or the 
cloud-computing system 164, including the services 204, the 
processing engine 206, the home data 202, and the derived 
home data 208. For example, APIs 210 may allow applica 
tions executed by the third parties to initiate specific data 
processing tasks that are executed by the central server or the 
cloud-computing system 164, as well as to receive dynamic 
updates to the home data 202 and the derived home data 208. 
I0084. For example, third parties can develop programs 
and/or applications, such as web or mobile apps that integrate 
with the central server or the cloud-computing system 164 to 
provide services and information to users. Such programs and 
application may be, for example, designed to help users 
reduce energy consumption, to preemptively service faulty 
equipment, to prepare for high service demands, to track past 
service performance, etc., or to perform any of a variety of 
beneficial functions or tasks now known or hereinafter devel 
oped. 
I0085. According to some embodiments, third-party appli 
cations make inferences from the home data 202 and the 
derived home data 208, such inferences may include when are 
occupants home, when are they sleeping, when are they cook 
ing, when are they in the den watching television, and when 
do they shower. The answers to these questions may help 
third-parties benefit consumers by providing them with inter 
esting information, products and services as well as with 
providing them with targeted advertisements. 
0086. In one example, a shipping company creates an 
application that makes inferences regarding when people are 
at home. The application uses the inferences to schedule 
deliveries for times when people will most likely be at home. 
The application can also build delivery routes around these 
scheduled times. This reduces the number of instances where 
the shipping company has to make multiple attempts to 
deliverpackages, and it reduces the number of times consum 
ers have to pickup their packages from the shipping company. 
0087 FIG.3 illustrates a functional view 300 of the exten 
sible devices and services platform 200 of FIG. 2, with par 
ticular reference to the processing engine 206 as well as 
devices, such as those of the Smart-home environment 100 of 
FIG.1. Even though devices situated in smart-home environ 
ments may have an endless variety of different individual 
capabilities and limitations, they can all be thought of as 
sharing common characteristics in that each of them is a data 
consumer 302 (DC), a data source 304 (DS), a services con 
Sumer 306 (SC), and a services source 308 (SS). Advanta 
geously, in addition to providing the essential control infor 
mation needed for the devices to achieve their local and 
immediate objectives, the extensible devices and services 
platform 200 can also be configured to harness the large 
amount of data that is flowing out of these devices. In addition 
to enhancing or optimizing the actual operation of the devices 
themselves with respect to their immediate functions, the 
extensible devices and services platform 200 can be directed 
to “repurposing that data in a variety of automated, exten 
sible, flexible, and/or scalable ways to achieve a variety of 
useful objectives. These objectives may be predefined or 
adaptively identified based on, e.g., usage patterns, device 
efficiency, and/or user input (e.g., requesting specific func 
tionality). 
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0088 For example, FIG.3 shows processing engine 206 as 
including a number of paradigms 310. Processing engine 206 
can include a managed services paradigm 310a that monitors 
and manages primary or secondary device functions. The 
device functions can include ensuring proper operation of a 
device given user inputs, estimating that (e.g., and responding 
to an instance in which) an intruder is or is attempting to be in 
a dwelling, detecting a failure of equipment coupled to the 
device (e.g., a lightbulb having burned out), implementing or 
otherwise responding to energy demand response events, or 
alerting a user of a current or predicted future event or char 
acteristic. Processing engine 206 can further include an 
advertising/communication paradigm 310b that estimates 
characteristics (e.g., demographic information), desires and/ 
or products of interest of a user based on device usage. Ser 
vices, promotions, products or upgrades can then be offered 
or automatically provided to the user. Processing engine 206 
can further include a social paradigm 310c that uses informa 
tion from a Social network, provides information to a social 
network (for example, based on device usage), and/or pro 
cesses data associated with user and/or device interactions 
with the social network platform. For example, a user's status 
as reported to their trusted contacts on the Social network 
could be updated to indicate when they are home based on 
light detection, security system inactivation or device usage 
detectors. As another example, a user may be able to share 
device-usage statistics with other users. In yet another 
example, a user may share HVAC settings that result in low 
power bills and other users may download the HVAC settings 
to their smart thermostat 102 to reduce their power bills. 
0089. The processing engine 206 can include a challenges/ 
rules/compliance/rewards paradigm 310d that informs a user 
of challenges, competitions, rules, compliance regulations 
and/or rewards and/or that uses operation data to determine 
whether a challenge has been met, a rule or regulation has 
been complied with and/or a reward has been earned. The 
challenges, rules or regulations can relate to efforts to con 
serve energy, to live safely (e.g., reducing exposure to toxins 
or carcinogens), to conserve money and/or equipment life, to 
improve health, etc. For example, one challenge may involve 
participants turning down their thermostat by one degree for 
one week. Those that successfully complete the challenge are 
rewarded, such as by coupons, virtual currency, status, etc. 
Regarding compliance, an example involves arental-property 
owner making a rule that no renters are permitted to access 
certain owner's rooms. The devices in the room having occu 
pancy sensors could send updates to the owner when the room 
is accessed. 

0090 The processing engine 206 may integrate or other 
wise utilize extrinsic information 316 from extrinsic sources 
to improve the functioning of one or more processing para 
digms. Extrinsic information 316 can be used to interpret data 
received from a device, to determine a characteristic of the 
environment near the device (e.g., outside a structure that the 
device is enclosed in), to determine services or products avail 
able to the user, to identify a social network or social-network 
information, to determine contact information of entities 
(e.g., public-service entities such as an emergency-response 
team, the police or a hospital) near the device, etc., to identify 
statistical or environmental conditions, trends or other infor 
mation associated with a home or neighborhood, and so forth. 
0091 An extraordinary range and variety of benefits may 
be brought about by, and fit within the scope of, the described 
extensible devices and services platform 200, ranging from 
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the ordinary to the profound. Thus, in one “ordinary” 
example, each bedroom of the smart-home environment 100 
can be provided with a smart wall switch 108, a smart wall 
plug 110, and/or smart hazard detectors 104, all or some of 
which include an occupancy sensor, wherein the occupancy 
sensor is also capable of inferring (e.g., by virtue of motion 
detection, facial recognition, audible sound patterns, etc.) 
whether the occupant is asleep or awake. If a fire event is 
sensed, the remote security/monitoring service or fire depart 
ment is advised of how many occupants there are in each 
bedroom, and whether those occupants are still asleep (or 
immobile) or whether they have properly evacuated the bed 
room. While this is, of course, a very advantageous capability 
accommodated by the described extensible devices and ser 
vices platform, there can be substantially more “profound 
examples that can truly illustrate the potential of a larger 
“intelligence” that can be made available. By way of perhaps 
a more “profound example, the same bedroom occupancy 
data that is being used for fire safety can also be “repurposed” 
by the processing engine 206 in the context of a Social para 
digm of neighborhood child development and education. 
Thus, for example, the same bedroom occupancy and motion 
data discussed in the “ordinary example can be collected and 
made available (properly anonymized) for processing in 
which the sleep patterns of schoolchildren in a particular ZIP 
code can be identified and tracked. Localized variations in the 
sleeping patterns of the schoolchildren may be identified and 
correlated, for example, to different nutrition programs in 
local schools. 

Smart Devices 

0092. By way of introduction, FIG. 4 illustrates an 
example of a device 410 (e.g., thermostat and/or hazard detec 
tor) that may that may communicate with other like devices 
within a home environment. In one embodiment, the device 
410 may include one or more sensors 412, a user interface 
component 14, a power Supply 416 (e.g., including a power 
connection and/or battery), a network interface 418, a pro 
cessor 420, and the like. Particular sensors 412, user interface 
components 414, and power-supply configurations may be 
the same or similar within each device 410. However, it 
should be noted that in some embodiments, each device 410 
may include particular sensors 412, user interface compo 
nents 414, power-supply configurations, and the like based on 
a device type or model. 
0093. The sensors 412, in certain embodiments, may 
detect various properties such as acceleration, temperature, 
humidity, water, Supplied power, proximity, external motion, 
device motion, Sound signals, ultrasound signals, light sig 
nals, fire, Smoke, carbon monoxide, global-positioning-satel 
lite (GPS) signals, radio-frequency (RF), other electromag 
netic signals, or fields, or the like. As such, the sensors 412 
may include temperature sensor(s), humidity sensor(s), haZ 
ard-related sensor(s) or other environmental sensor(s), accel 
erometer(s), microphone(s), optical sensors up to and includ 
ing camera(s) (e.g., charged coupled-device or video 
cameras), active or passive radiation sensors, GPS receiver 
(S), radiofrequency identification detector(s) and/or other 
suitable sensors. While FIG. 4 illustrates an embodiment with 
a single sensor, many embodiments may include multiple 
sensors. In some instances, the device 410 may includes one 
or more primary sensors and one or more secondary sensors. 
Here, the primary sensor(s) may sense data central to the core 
operation of the device (e.g., sensing a temperature in a ther 
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mostat or sensing Smoke in a Smoke detector), while the 
secondary sensor(s) may sense other types of data (e.g., 
motion, light or Sound), which can be used for energy-effi 
ciency objectives, security objectives, safety objectives, and/ 
or Smart-operation objectives. 
0094. One or more user interface components 414 in the 
device 410 may receive input from the user and/or present 
information to the user. The received input may be used to 
determine one or more settings. In certain embodiments, the 
user interface components may include a mechanical or Vir 
tual component that responds to the user's motion. For 
example, the user may mechanically move a sliding compo 
nent (e.g., along a vertical or horizontal track) or rotate a 
rotatable ring (e.g., along a circular track), or move an object 
(e.g., finger) acrossfonto a touchpad of the device 410. Such 
motions may correspond to a setting adjustment, which can 
be determined based on an absolute position of a user inter 
face component 414 or based on a displacement of a user 
interface components 414 (e.g., adjusting a set point tempera 
ture by 1 degree F. for every 10° rotation of a rotatable-ring 
component). Physically and virtually movable user interface 
components can allow a user to set a setting along a portion of 
an apparent continuum. Thus, the user may not be confined to 
choose between two discrete options (e.g., as would be the 
case if up and down buttons were used) but can quickly and 
intuitively define a setting along a range of possible setting 
values. For example, a magnitude of a movement of a user 
interface component may be associated with a magnitude of a 
setting adjustment, such that a user may dramatically alter a 
setting with a large movement or finely tune a setting with S 
Small movement. 

0095. The user interface components 414 may also 
include one or more buttons (e.g., up and down buttons), a 
keypad, a number pad, a Switch, a microphone, and/or a 
camera (e.g., to detect gestures). In some embodiments, the 
user interface component 414 may include a click-and-rotate 
annular ring component that may enable the user to interact 
with the component by rotating the ring (e.g., to adjust a 
setting) and/or by clicking the ring inwards (e.g., to select an 
adjusted setting or to select an option). In another embodi 
ment, the user interface component 414 may include a camera 
that may detect gestures (e.g., to indicate that a power or 
alarm state of a device is to be changed). In some instances, 
the device 410 may have one primary input component, 
which may be used to set a plurality of types of settings. The 
user interface components 414 may also be configured to 
present information to a user via, e.g., a visual display (e.g., a 
thin-film-transistor display or organic light-emitting-diode 
display) and/or an audio speaker. 
0096. The power-supply component 16 may include a 
power connection and/or a local battery. For example, the 
power connection may connect the device 410 to a power 
Source Such as a line Voltage source. In some instances, an AC 
power source can be used to repeatedly charge a (e.g., 
rechargeable) local battery, such that the battery may be used 
later to supply power to the device 410 when the AC power 
Source is not available. 

0097. The network interface 418 may include a compo 
nent that enables the device 410 to communicate between 
devices. In one embodiment, the network interface 418 may 
communicate using an efficient network layer as part of its 
Open Systems Interconnection (OSI) model. In one embodi 
ment, the efficient network layer, which will be described in 
more detail below with reference to FIG. 5, may enable the 
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device 410 to wirelessly communicate IPv6-type data or traf 
fic using a RIPng routing mechanism and a DTLS security 
scheme. As such, the network interface 418 may include a 
wireless card or some other transceiver connection. 
0098. The processor 420 may support one or more of a 
variety of different device functionalities. As such, the pro 
cessor 420 may include one or more processors configured 
and programmed to carry out and/or cause to be carried out 
one or more of the functionalities described herein. In one 
embodiment, the processor 420 may include general-purpose 
processors carrying out computer code stored in local 
memory (e.g., flash memory, hard drive, and random access 
memory), special-purpose processors or application-specific 
integrated circuits, combinations thereof, and/or using other 
types of hardware/firmware/software processing platforms. 
Further, the processor 420 may be implemented as localized 
versions or counterparts of algorithms carried out or governed 
remotely by central servers or cloud-based systems, such as 
by virtue of running a Java virtual machine (JVM) that 
executes instructions provided from a cloud server using 
Asynchronous JavaScript and XML (AJAX) or similar pro 
tocols. By way of example, the processor 420 may detect 
when a location (e.g., a house or room) is occupied, up to and 
including whether it is occupied by a specific person or is 
occupied by a specific number of people (e.g., relative to one 
or more thresholds). In one embodiment, this detection can 
occur, e.g., by analyzing microphone signals, detecting user 
movements (e.g., in front of a device), detecting openings and 
closings of doors or garage doors, detecting wireless signals, 
detecting an IP address of a received signal, detecting opera 
tion of one or more devices within a time window, or the like. 
Moreover, the processor 420 may include image recognition 
technology to identify particular occupants or objects. 
0099. In certain embodiments, the processor 420 may also 
include a high-power processor and a low-power processor. 
The high-power processor may execute computational inten 
sive operations such as operating the user interface compo 
nent 414 and the like. The low-power processor, on the other 
hand, may manage less complex processes such as detecting 
a hazard or temperature from the sensor 412. In one embodi 
ment, the low-power processor may wake or initialize the 
high-power processor for computationally intensive pro 
CCSSCS. 

0100. In some instances, the processor 420 may predict 
desirable settings and/or implement those settings. For 
example, based on the presence detection, the processor 420 
may adjust device settings to, e.g., conserve power when 
nobody is home or in a particular room or to accord with user 
preferences (e.g., general at-home preferences or user-spe 
cific preferences). As another example, based on the detection 
of a particular person, animal or object (e.g., a child, pet or 
lost object), the processor 420 may initiate an audio or visual 
indicator of where the person, animal or object is or may 
initiate an alarm or security feature if an unrecognized person 
is detected under certain conditions (e.g., at night or when 
lights are off). 
0101. In some instances, devices may interact with each 
other such that events detected by a first device influences 
actions of a second device. For example, a first device can 
detect that a user has pulled into a garage (e.g., by detecting 
motion in the garage, detecting a change in light in the garage 
or detecting opening of the garage door). The first device can 
transmit this information to a second device via the efficient 
network layer, such that the second device can, e.g., adjust a 
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home temperature setting, a light setting, a music setting, 
and/or a security-alarm setting. As another example, a first 
device can detect a user approaching a front door (e.g., by 
detecting motion or Sudden light pattern changes). The first 
device may, e.g., cause a general audio or visual signal to be 
presented (e.g., Such as Sounding of a doorbell) or cause a 
location-specific audio or visual signal to be presented (e.g., 
to announce the visitor's presence within a room that a user is 
occupying). 

0102. By way of example, the device 410 may include a 
thermostat such as a Nest(R) Learning Thermostat. Here, the 
thermostat may include sensors 412 Such as temperature sen 
sors, humidity sensors, and the like Such that the thermostat 
may determine present climate conditions within a building 
where the thermostat is disposed. The power-supply compo 
nent 16 for the thermostat may be a local battery such that the 
thermostat may be placed anywhere in the building without 
regard to being placed in close proximity to a continuous 
power source. Since the thermostat may be powered using a 
local battery, the thermostat may minimize its energy use 
such that the battery is rarely replaced. 
0103) In one embodiment, the thermostat may include a 
circular track that may have a rotatable ring disposed thereon 
as the user interface component 414. As such, a user may 
interact with or program the thermostat using the rotatable 
ring such that the thermostat controls the temperature of the 
building by controlling a heating, ventilation, and air-condi 
tioning (HVAC) unit or the like. In some instances, the ther 
mostat may determine when the building may be vacant based 
on its programming. For instance, if the thermostat is pro 
grammed to keep the HVAC unit powered off for an extended 
period of time, the thermostat may determine that the building 
will be vacant during this period of time. Here, the thermostat 
may be programmed to turn off light Switches or other elec 
tronic devices when it determines that the building is vacant. 
As such, the thermostat may use the network interface 418 to 
communicate with a light Switch device such that it may send 
a signal to the light switch device when the building is deter 
mined to be vacant. In this manner, the thermostat may effi 
ciently manage the energy use of the building. 
0104 Keeping the examples of FIGS. 1-4 in mind, FIG. 5 
illustrates an example wireless mesh network 422 that may be 
employed to facilitate communication between some of the 
devices, such as those described above. As shown in FIG. 5, a 
thermostat 424 may have a direct wireless connection to a 
plug interface 426, which may be wirelessly connected to a 
hazard detection unit 430 and to a light switch 432. In the 
same manner, the light switch 432 may be wirelessly coupled 
to a portable electronic device 436 and an appliance 434. The 
appliance 438 may just be coupled to a pool heater 440 and 
the portable electronic device 434 may just be coupled to an 
irrigation system 442. The irrigation system 442 may have a 
wireless connection to an entryway interface device 444. 
0105 Generally, the network 422 may be part of an Open 
Systems Interconnection (OSI) model 450 as depicted in FIG. 
6. The OSI model 450 illustrates functions of a communica 
tion system with respect to abstraction layers. That is, the OSI 
model may specify a networking framework or how commu 
nications between devices may be implemented. In one 
embodiment, the OSI model 450 may include six layers: a 
physical layer 452, a data link layer 454, a network layer 456, 
a transport layer 458, a platform layer 460, and an application 
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layer 462. Generally, each layer in the OSI model 450 may 
serve the layer above it and may be served by the layer below 
it. 
0106 Keeping this in mind, the physical layer 452 may 
provide hardware specifications for devices that may com 
municate with each other. As such, the physical layer 452 may 
establish how devices may connect to each other, assist in 
managing how communication resources may be shared 
between devices, and the like. 
0107 The data link layer 454 may specify how data may 
be transferred between devices. Generally, the data link layer 
454 may provide a way in which data packets being transmit 
ted may be encoded and decoded into bits as part of a trans 
mission protocol. 
0108. The network layer 456 may specify how the data 
being transferred to a destination node is routed. The network 
layer 456 may also interface with a security protocol in the 
application layer 462 to ensure that the integrity of the data 
being transferred is maintained. 
0109 The transport layer 458 may specify a transparent 
transfer of the data from a source node to a destination node. 
The transport layer 458 may also control how the transparent 
transfer of the data remains reliable. As such, the transport 
layer 458 may be used to verify that data packets intended to 
transfer to the destination node indeed reached the destination 
node. Example protocols that may be employed in the trans 
port layer 458 may include Transmission Control Protocol 
(TCP) and User Datagram Protocol (UDP). 
0110. The platform layer 460 may establish connections 
between devices according to the protocol specified within 
the transport layer 458. The platform layer 460 may also 
translate the data packets into a form that the application layer 
462 may use. The application layer 462 may support a soft 
ware application that may directly interface with the user. As 
Such, the application layer 462 may implement protocols 
defined by the software application. For example, the soft 
ware application may provide serves such as file transfers, 
electronic mail, and the like. 
0111. The network layer 456 may route data between the 
devices 10 using a communication protocol based on Internet 
Protocol version 6 (IPv6). As such, each device 410 may 
include a 128-bit IPv6 address that may provide each device 
410 with a unique address to use to identify itself over the 
Internet, a local network or a fabric overlaying a group of 
networks, or the like. In some embodiments, the network 
layer 456 may identify a protocol (e.g., RIPng) that deter 
mines how data is routed between the devices. As illustrated 
in FIG. 7, using one or more layers, information 470 may be 
exchanged between devices 472 and 474. 
0112. As illustrated in FIG. 8, when a device 500 connects 
to a service 502(e.g., the device is to be updated and/or added 
to a network or a common fabric among a group of networks), 
the new device may be missing one or more features or 
information that may be used to join the network or fabric. 
Thus, during operation of the device 500, the device 500 
connects to a service 502. In some embodiments, the device 
500 may connect to the service 502 as part of a normal 
operation (e.g., daily update, data request, etc.), and a header 
for the desired operation indicates that the device 500 does 
not have provisioning information. As will be discussed 
below, at least a portion of the communication with the ser 
vice 502 occurs through an interface 504 for the device. For 
example, the interface 504 may include a server in a group of 
servers used to implement the cloud. The interface 504 may 
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redirect incoming traffic to the appropriate locations within 
the service 502 or take appropriate actions in response to 
requests received from devices connected to the service 502. 
For example, when the interface 504 receives an entry request 
506 from the device 500, the interface 504 determines that the 
device 500 should receive provisioning data from a provision 
ing database 508. 
0113. In some embodiments, the provisioning database 
508 may be populated with information from a security sta 
tion 510 that includes lists of keys 512, certificates 514, 
and/or other security information. This security information 
is used to generate provisioning data 516 for devices. In 
certain embodiments, the provisioning data 516 is indexed in 
the provisioning database 508 and stored along with other 
information. For example, each entry in the provisioning 
database 508 may include data, such as that illustrated in 
Table 1 below. 

TABLE 1. 

Provisioning database fields and field types. 

Data contained Format 

Device Serial Number String 
Device ID 64-bit integer 
Provisioning data String 

In some embodiments, the Device ID may be a MAC address 
used to connect the device 500 to a network. However, in 
some embodiments, the device 500 may not have access to 
this number until provisioned using the provisioning database 
508 entry. Thus, in such embodiments, the device 500 may 
only know the device serial number. Thus, in such embodi 
ments, requests from the device 500 may be referenced by 
serial number. Accordingly, in Some embodiments, the pro 
visioning database 508 entries may be indexed by the device 
serial number. 

0114. In some embodiments, to ensure security, this data 
516 is generated by a generation unit 518that is in the security 
station 510 that is offline in a secure location. In other words, 
the security station 510 is securely separate from the service 
502 and/or the provisioning database 508. Thus, in such 
embodiments, a request to the service 502 for the data 516 
may not include direct access by the service 502 to the keys 
S12. 
0115 The securely-generated provisional data 516 is pro 
vided to the provisioning database 508 to be sent to respective 
devices. In certain embodiments, the provisional data 516 is 
stored in an encrypted format that blocks unauthorized 
access. For example, the provisional data 516 may be 
encrypted using Advanced Encryption Standard 256 in 
Cipher-Block-Chaining Mode (AES256CBC) or other suit 
able encryption techniques. 
0116. Moreover, in some embodiments, the service 502 
may not have access to the decryption keys for the data 516, 
and the keys used to decrypt the data 516 may be specific to 
the device 500 for whom the data 516 is intended. In some 
embodiments, each entry of provisional data 516 in the pro 
visioning database 508 may be linked to a specific device 
using some identifier (e.g., serial number) for the device. For 
example, the encryption (and integrity) keys may be derived 
from a default secret stored in the device 500 using a suitable 
encryption algorithm (e.g., HMAC-based Extract-and-Ex 
pand Key Derivation Function Hashed Message Authentica 
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tion Code, Secure Hash Algorithm—HDKF-HMAC 
SHA256 algorithm). Moreover, the device's serial number 
and a fixed String may be provided to the algorithms info 
input. Thus, in such embodiments, each provisional data 516 
entry in the provisioning database 508 may be specific to a 
particular device, and the key for the provisional data 516 
entry is bound to the device 500. In some embodiments, at 
least some information used to couple the device 500 to a 
respective fabric and/or network may not be included in the 
provisional data 516 because Such information is not acces 
sible by the service 500. Instead, in such embodiments, the 
relevant information may be acquired from devices already 
present in the fabric and/or network to be joined. 
0117. In some embodiments, using the unique identifier 
for the device, the service 500 sends an entry request that 
includes the provisioning data 516 to enable the device to join 
or create a network and/or a fabric using information pro 
vided in the provisioning data 516. 
0118 FIG. 9 illustrates a flow chart illustrating a process 
520 for receiving provisioning data (e.g., provisioning data 
516) that may be used by a receiving device (e.g., device 500) 
to join a network or fabric. The process 520 begins when the 
device sends a message with an indication of a lack of provi 
Sioning data. In some embodiments, the device may send the 
message to a service, another device on the network, any 
device with the requested information. For example, in some 
embodiments, one or more message types (e.g., general mes 
sage or a provisioning data request message) sent to a service 
with which the device communicates may include a header 
related to a provisioning state for the device. For example, the 
message may indicate that the device is provisioned, not 
provisioned, or a previous attempt at provisioning failed. As 
discussed below, when the message includes an indication 
that the device is not provisioned, the device may receive the 
provisioning info (block 524). For example, the device may 
receive the response from the service or from a device having 
the provisioning information. 
0119. In some embodiments, the device may receive the 
provisioning in an encrypted format (e.g., AES-256-CBC) 
using an encryption key derived from a secret known to the 
device, as previously discussed. Using the encryption key, the 
device decrypts the provisioning information (block 526). In 
Some embodiments, decrypting the provisioning information 
comprises deriving the encryption key using the secret known 
to the device used to encrypt the provisioning information. In 
Some embodiments, only a portion of the received data is 
encrypted. For example, the received message may include a 
device serial number, a MAC address for the device, and the 
provisioning information. In some of these embodiments, 
only the provisioning information is encrypted while the 
device serial number and the MAC address are not encrypted. 
I0120 Before, during, and/or after the provisioning infor 
mation is decrypted, the device may verify that the received 
data is valid (block528). For example, in some embodiments, 
the device may decode a certificate in the provisioning infor 
mation and verify that the ID for the certificate matches the 
device ID, verify that a private key in the provisioning infor 
mation matches a public key in the device certificate, and/or 
Verify that the pairing code includes a valid check digit. 
Moreover, in some embodiments, the provisioning informa 
tion may include an integrity check value generated using an 
integrity key also derived from the secret known to the device. 
For example, in certain embodiments, the provisioning infor 
mation may include an HMAC-SHA256 integrity check 
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value. In some embodiments, the verification of validity of the 
received data may also include verifying, by the device or the 
service, that the device does not already have provisioning 
information. Based on verification information, the device 
determines whether the update to the device is valid (block 
530). For example, if any of the foregoing verification steps 
fail, the update may be deemed invalid. Furthermore, in some 
embodiments, the device may verify that provisioning infor 
mation has been stored in the device. Moreover, if one or more 
expected portions (e.g., certificate, pairing code, and/or pri 
vate key) are determined to be missing from the devices 
memory, the update may be logged as invalid. 
0121. If the provisioning information update is invalid, the 
device logs a failure to add valid provisioning information 
(block 532). In some embodiments, logging the failure 
includes removing the invalid provisioning information from 
memory so that no impartial updates are stored. Therefore, if 
the device is updated with the provisioning information, the 
device has received all relevant information. Based on the 
logged failure, the device may flag one or more messages to 
indicate failure to update the device with the provisioning 
information (block 534). For example, the provisioning state 
header may be marked as last provisioning failed so that the 
next related message (e.g., update request message) sent by 
the device to the service may be logged by the service. 
0122. In some embodiments, only if the provisioning 
information update is deemed valid, the device stores the 
information in persistent memory (block 536). Once the 
information is stored in memory, the device updates it provi 
sioning state (block 538). In some embodiments, this update 
may be sent to the service immediately, but in other embodi 
ments, the device may send the updated State when the next 
scheduled or desired message is sent to the service. In some 
embodiments, if the device fails to store the provisional infor 
mation and is unable to do so, the device may instead update 
the provisioning State of the next message to a last provision 
ing failed State for the next message. In other embodiments, 
the default value for the provisioning state may be a failed last 
provisioning. Thus, in Such embodiments, if an update fails, 
the device may leave the last update failed intact. However, in 
Some embodiments, the headers may include a type of failure. 
Therefore, when updating the status, the device may update 
the failure from the default failure to a relevant failure type. 

Service 

(0123 FIG. 10 illustrates a process 550 for sending provi 
Sioning information updates to a device requesting provision 
ing information. The process 550 begins when the service 
receives a message with an indication of provisioning info 
status (block 552). For example, the message may be a pro 
visioning update request or another message type with header 
information identifying the device. The service (e.g., service 
interface 504) determines the provisioning status of the 
device sending the message (block 554). For example, the 
service may determine if a header of a message includes a 
provisioned status, a not provisioned status, or a last provi 
Sioning failed Status. In some embodiments, the service may 
treat messages lacking the provisioning header as including a 
not provisioned status. In other embodiments, when mes 
sages lack the provisioning header, the service may determine 
that the device is not provisioning compatible and will treat 
the message in the same manner as it would a device that is 
already provisioned. Specifically, when the service deter 

May 5, 2016 

mines that the device is already provisioned, the service 
makes no further provisioning actions (block 556). 
0.124. If the service determines that the state of the device 
is “not provisioned the service may request provisioning 
information from a database storing Such information (block 
558). For example, the original message received by the ser 
Vice may include a device identifier (e.g., device serial num 
ber) that may be used to lookup the particular provisioning 
information relevant to the device that is stored in a provi 
Sioning database. Moreover, in Some embodiments, the 
device identifier may also be included in the headers also used 
to determine the provisioning state of the device. 
0.125. The service may receive a response from the data 
base that includes the provisioning information for the par 
ticular device and forward the information to the device 
(block 560). In some embodiments, the service may deter 
mine whether a device ID in the request header matches a 
device ID in the provisioning information. If the device IDs 
do not match, in some embodiments, the service will log the 
error and take no further action. In other embodiments, the 
service will log the error and forward the error to an appro 
priate place. However, if the device IDs do match, the service 
has completed the appropriate actions until a next message 
from the device is received that indicates whether the provi 
Sioning has completed or has failed. As discussed previously, 
in some embodiments, the service may be incapable of 
decrypting the provisioning information. Furthermore, in 
Some embodiments, it may be desirable to delay an update of 
provisioning system by the service. In such cases, the service 
may send a response to the device that omits the provisioning 
data headers. The device may determine that the service does 
not want to update the information currently. Instead, the 
device may send the provisioning state headers and device ID 
information in Subsequent communications with the service. 
0.126 If the service determines that the last provisioning 
attempt for the device has failed, the service may log the error 
(block 562). Upon logging the error, the service may deter 
mine whether to retry the update or not (block 564). For 
example, the service may determine whether a retry flag has 
been set to true or false. Moreover, in some embodiments, the 
retry flag may be an operator configurable option that may be 
set by the user. If the flag is set to false, the service may take 
no further action (block 566). However, if the flag is set to 
true, the service may proceed as if the provisioning state had 
been set to not provisioned. 

Security Station 

I0127 FIG. 11 illustrates a process 570 for generating and 
storing certification bundles for devices deployed in-field. 
The process 570 includes obtaining a device ID for device 
(block 572). In some embodiments, obtaining the device ID 
may include receiving or accessing a list of device IDs in a 
database either locally stored or remotely accessed. The pro 
cess 570 further includes looking up a certification bundle for 
the device (block 574). For example, the certification bundle 
may abundle of certification details that the device may use to 
connect to a fabric or network, but the device did not did not 
have the certification bundle at the time that the device was 
deployed. Thus, the device was unable to join a particular 
fabric or network (e.g., 802.15.4) at the time of deployment. 
Furthermore, the certification bundle may include a certifi 
cate for the device, a private key to be used by the device, 
and/or a pairing code for the device. 
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0128. Using the device ID, the certification bundle is 
encrypted using a key that is stored on the device at time of 
manufacture (block 576). Thus, the certification bundle may 
be encrypted in a format that the device for which the bundle 
in intended is able to decrypt the bundle while one or more 
intermediate devices are unable to access the certification 
bundle. In some embodiments, the encryption may be created 
using any suitable algorithm, such as the HDKF-HMAC 
SHA256 algorithm. Once the credential bundle is encrypted, 
the encrypted bundle may be stored (block 578). In some 
embodiments, additional information may be added to the 
credential bundle Such as an unencrypted device ID and a 
device serial number, and the additional information may be 
included with the encrypted bundle to form provisioning 
information. Moreover, in some embodiments, storing the 
bundle may include sending the encrypted bundle to a remote 
location (e.g., provisioning database 508) for storage. 

Network/Fabric Joining Using the Provisioning Information 
0129. In some embodiments, the provisioning information 
may provide the device with an ability to join a network or 
fabric. However, the device may still lack some network/ 
fabric specific information. For example, the device may not 
have a fabric/network name and/or respective keys for joining 
the fabric/network. In some embodiments, the service may 
not have had this information to share with the device. FIG. 12 
illustrates a schematic view of an arrangement of a commu 
nication between the device 500 and the service 502. It may 
also be desirable to connect to a network/fabric 580. For 
example, if the network/fabric 580 is considered as a fabric, 
devices 582 may be interconnected using one or more net 
works (e.g., network 584) which are overlaid with a fabric 
that provides an additional layer of security and/or routing 
communications between the devices 582 using one or more 
networks. If the network/fabric 580 is considered as a net 
work, the devices 582 may all be connected via the network 
580 and may also be connected via in additional layer through 
a fabric. Furthermore, the network 580 may be a first network 
type (e.g., 802.15.4.) and the network 584 may be a second 
network type (e.g., WiFi). Each of the networks may include 
edge routers that enable the networks 580,584 to connect to 
outside devices (e.g., the service 502) via the Internet. In 
some embodiments, the devices 582, 584 may be connected 
to the network 584 using a set of security credentials 586. For 
example, if the network 584 is a WiFi network, the security 
credentials may include an SSID and password for the net 
work and one or more other parameters, such as security type 
or ports for communication. The devices 582 may also 
include security credentials 588 for connecting to the net 
work/fabric 580. For example, for an 802.15.4 network, the 
security credentials 588 may include a personal area network 
(PAN) name and a key. For a fabric, the security credentials 
588 may include a fabric ID and a fabrickey. In some embodi 
ments, the fabric ID and the fabrickey may be generated by a 
first device that creates the fabric then shared with subsequent 
devices. The device 500 does not have the fabric credentials 
or the network credentials. Thus, the device 500 may retrieve 
the fabric and/or network credentials from the device 582. 
The service 502 may assist in this retrieval without actually 
receiving the credentials thereby encouraging security of the 
networks and fabrics by ensuring that the security credentials 
do not leave the networks. Thus, in such embodiments, the 
service 502 cannot act as a single point of failure leading to 
Vulnerability of the networks and/or fabrics were the service 
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502 to be compromised. To utilize this communication 
between the device 500 and the devices 582, the service 502 
may include a point of contact 590 through which the devices 
500, 582 may connect to the service. The service 502 may 
also include control logic 592 that may be used to connect 
and/or control one or more devices (e.g., thermostats, HVAC) 
from the Service 502. 
0.130. The control logic 592 may include a server within 
the service 502 and maintains buckets of information associ 
ated with each device. In some embodiments, when a device 
is updated to incorporate updates for the device 500, the 
update adds new field/value pairs that include the assisting 
device ID. For example, the control logic 592 may include 
buckets such as those described in U.S. Pat. No. 8,635,373 
entitled “Subscription-Notification Mechanisms for Syn 
chronization of Distributed States.” filed on Sep. 22, 2012, 
incorporated by reference in its entirety. 
0131 FIG. 13 illustrates a schematic view of the device 
500 joining a network 594. In some embodiments, the net 
work 594 to be joined may not be usable unless one of its 
included devices broadcasts availability of the network. In 
certain embodiments, the network 594 may include devices 
596, 598 that connect to each other through a first network 
type (e.g., 802.15.4) and to the service 502 via an access point 
599 of another network type (e.g., 802.11). The joining device 
500 may also connect to the service 502 via the access point 
599. Moreover, in some embodiments, the devices 596,598 
may be sleepy devices that are not always on. Thus, in Such 
embodiments, the device 500 should attempt to connect to the 
network when the devices 596,598 are awake. To connect to 
one of the devices 596,598, the device 500 may rely upon the 
service 502 to determine when one of the device 596,598 is 
awake and to notify the device 500. In some embodiments, the 
device 500 may also be a sleepy device. In such embodiments, 
the service 502 may awaken the device 500 when the time has 
come for the device 500 to attempt to connect to device 596 or 
device 598. 
0.132. As discussed below, the service 502 respond to the 
joining device 500 with a response indicating which device in 
the network 594 may assist the joining device 500 in joining 
the network 594. As discussed below, the service 502 may 
also provide the device 500 with some authentication (e.g., 
authentication information, token, access token) for commu 
nication with the device 596 or the device 598. Using this 
authentication information, the device 500 may connect to 
one of the devices and request security credentials 600 for the 
network 594. In some embodiments, the response to the first 
communication from the device 500 to the service 502 may 
include the authentication information. In other embodi 
ments, the authentication information may be sent at a sepa 
rate time in response to a token request by the joining device 
SOO. 

Joining Device 
0.133 FIG. 14 illustrates a flowchart diagram of a process 
by which the device may add network or fabric credentials 
from a device on the network or fabric. The device 500 to be 
added to the network or fabric contacts the service 502 (block 
602). The contact may include a communication that includes 
an indication to the service 502 that indicates that the device 
500 has not connected to a specific network type (e.g., 802. 
15.4) or a fabric. For example, in certain embodiments, the 
device 500 may include a header that has a flag that indicates 
status of Such connections, such as a Hasfabric tag or a 
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HasLowPAN tag in an X-nl-weave-device-descriptor. Based 
on the header values, the device 500 waits to receive a com 
munication from the service 502 (block 604). The response 
indicates at least one assisting device that may be used to join 
the network 594. For example, the response may include a 
device ID for the assisting device that allows the identification 
of the assisting device as the device to assist in joining the 
network 594. In some embodiments, the response from the 
service 502 may be sent to wake the device 500 or after the 
Service 502 has awoken the device 500 if the device 500 is a 
sleepy device. In some embodiments, the device 500 may be 
an “always on device so that the service 502 does not awaken 
the device 500, or the device 500 may wake up on and connect 
with the service 502 on its own accord (e.g., routinely, in 
response to sensor actuation, etc.). 
0134. Once the device 500 receives a response from the 
service, the device 500 then examines the headers in the 
response to determine if the device ID corresponds to the 
device 500 (block 606). If the device ID corresponds to the 
device 500, the device 500 will then create a network and/or 
fabric as discussed below in relation to FIG. 15 (block 607). 
If the device ID corresponds to another device, the device 500 
determines whetherit is in a state to be a joining device (block 
608). For example, the device 500 determines whether it has 
the provisioning information, whether the device 500 is a 
same structure as the assisting device, the device 500 is not 
already a member of the primary fabric for its structure, 
whether the device 500 is online, whether the device is not 
currently busy (e.g., not in the middle of a heat cycle), and/or 
the device 500 is running a version of software capable of 
joining the network and/or fabric. If the device 500 is not 
ready to join a fabric or networkfor any reason, the device 500 
may report such status to the service 502 (block 610). In some 
embodiments, once the device 500 has reported its inability to 
join currently, the device 500 may return to waiting for a 
communication from the service 502. 

0135) It should be appreciated that signaling the device 
500 to create its own network and/or fabric is not necessarily 
limited to setting the header to the device ID of device 500. 
Rather, the service 502 may instruct the device 500 to create 
its own network and/or fabric using any of a variety of com 
mands or instructions sent from the service 502 or on behalf 
of the service 502 to the device. Moreover, such an instruction 
need not be sent in response to the device 500 contacting the 
service 502, but rather can becommunicated to the device500 
at other times. 

0.136 Returning to FIG. 14, if a network and/or fabric 
already exists and the device 500 is ready to join the network/ 
fabric, the device 500 obtains a token from the service 502 
(block 612). For example, the service 502 may include an 
Access Token Retrieval Service that vends access tokens to 
authorized devices for the purposes of in-field joining. DFor 
example, the Access Token Retrieval Service may be a Rep 
resentational State Transfer (REST) web service hosted by 
the PoC 590. The service 502 implements a single fetch 
operation that returns the access token of the account with 
which the device 502 is paired. In some embodiments, the 
service 502 actively restricts vending of access tokens to 
devices that authenticate with assigned credentials. Specifi 
cally, assigned credentials may be credentials that are stored 
in a device when paired to an account that provide additional 
functionality over default credentials that may be stored in the 
device at manufacture as discussed in U.S. Pat. No. 8,635,373 
entitled “Subscription-Notification Mechanisms for Syn 
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chronization of Distributed States.” filed on Sep. 22, 2012, 
incorporated by reference in its entirety. Additionally, in 
Some embodiments, only devices that are currently undergo 
ing in-field joining (based on determination by PoC 590) are 
allowed to retrieve access tokens. Moreover, in some embodi 
ments, when the communication from the service 502 is 
received in block 604, the communication may include the 
token. 

0.137 Using the obtained token, the device 500 connects to 
the assisting device (block 614). For example, the device 500 
may connect to the assisting device 598 via the access point 
599 over a WiFi network connection. The device 500 uses the 
id of the assisting device (as received from the service 502) to 
form an IPv6 link-local address and then establishes a fabric 
TCP connection to the address over the WiFi interface for the 
device 500. Alternatively, the device 500 may attempt to 
connect directly to devices within range and may attempt to 
identify them as the assisting device using Bluetooth R, infra 
red, 802.15.4, and/or other wired or wireless connection tech 
niques suitable for establishing a connection between the 
device 500 and the assisting device. In some embodiments, 
the device 500 may not know the address (e.g., IPv4 or IPv6 
address) for the assisting device, and instead, the device 500 
may send a multicast message asking for the proper assisting 
device to respond. In some embodiments when the device 500 
is attempting to join network of a particular type (e.g. 802. 
15.4), the device 500 may use an unsecured channel of that 
network type to attempt to communicate with the assisting 
device. Moreover, in some embodiments, the device 500 
stores the token in Volatile memory only during the joining 
process and actively destroys the token after the process is 
completed either Successfully or unsuccessfully. 
0.138. In connecting to the assisting device, the device 500 
establishes a secure session. For example, the device 500 may 
securely connect to the assisting device using an authenti 
cated session establishment, such as a Certificate Authenti 
cated Session Establishment (CASE) protocol as taught in 
U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/508,933, titled “Authen 
ticated Session Establishment, which was filed on Oct. 7, 
2014, and which is incorporated by reference in its entirety. 
The device 500 uses the account access token retrieved from 
the service 502 to authenticate itself to the other device. 
Similarly, the assisting device uses its device certificate to 
authenticate itself to the joining device 500. Further commu 
nication between the two devices is authenticated and 
encrypted using the negotiated session keys. 
0.139. Once the devices have established a secure session, 
the device 500 obtains the fabric and/or personal area network 
(PAN) information from the assisting device (block 616). For 
example, the device 500 may request a fabric ID, a fabrickey, 
a PAN ID, and/or a PAN password from the assisting device 
using a fabric provisioning protocols. Once the device 500 
has obtained the PAN/fabric information, the device 500 may 
cause a Subordinate device to factory reset if it is connected to 
a Subordinate device, such as a radiator controlling device 
(block 618). Furthermore, if the device 500 is a member of a 
fabric, the device 500 may leave the network or fabric (after 
resetting any present Subordinate devices) a current fabric or 
network if the device 500 is a member of a network (block 
620). By resetting the subordinate device and leaving the 
network/fabric, the device 500 causes the subordinate device 
to reset to a factory default that causes the subordinate device 
to reattempt to join the device 500 once the device has joined 
the network/fabric. In other words, the device 500 causes the 
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subordinate device to leave the fabric/network, and then 
leaves the fabric/network itself. Furthermore, leaving the fab 
ric/network means discarding old fabric and/or network 
information. To limit indeterminate state probabilities, the 
device 500 may delay leaving the fabric/network until it has 
Successfully connected to the assisting device and retrieve 
configuration information from the assisting device. 
0140. Before or after leaving the network/fabric, the 
device 500 may request the assisting device to make the 
network joinable (block 622). For example, the assisting 
device may broadcast the presence of the network 594 and 
places the network 594 in a joinable state. The device 500 
looks for and joins the network using the receive network 
information (block 624). Once the device 500 has joined the 
network, the device 500 may store the network information in 
persistent memory. In some embodiments, the device 500 
may join the fabric before joining the network. In other 
embodiments, the device 500 may join the network before 
joining the fabric. After the information has been stored, the 
device 500 sends an update to the service indicating connec 
tion to the fabric and/or network (block 626). In some 
embodiments, the device 500 may also instruct the assisting 
device to disable the joining state for the network. Further 
more, this update may be included a change in headers in the 
X-nl-device-descriptor in a communication with the service 
502. For example, if the device 500 has connected to a fabric, 
the device 500 may send a message to the service 502 with the 
Hasfabric tagged as true. In other embodiments, the joining 
device may report the result to the service 502 by setting an 
if result field. In some embodiments, this field is set to null 
by the service 502 at the start of in-field joining, and the 
transition from null to a result also serves as a signal to the 
service 502 that in-field joining has completed. In some 
embodiments, the value of the if result field is an integer 
status code, such as those presented in Table 2 below: 

TABLE 2 

Example status codes 

1 n-field joining Succeeded 
2 Failure to locate assisting device 
3 Failure to connect to assisting device 
4 Failure to authenticate to assisting device 
5 Error extracting configuration from assisting device 
6 Failure to form 802.15.4 PAN 
7 Failure to join 802.15.4 PAN 
8 HVAC cycle in progress 
9 Subordinate device join in progress 
10 Subordinate device software update in progress 
11 Subordinate device manual heat active 
12 incorrect Subordinate device software version 
13 Failure to fetch access token 
14 Device not Weave provisioned 
15 Failed to factory reset Subordinate device 
16 Failed to destroy existing fabric 
17 Failed to join existing fabric 
18 Failed to create new fabric 
19 Failed to join with Subordinate device 
2O internal error 
100 oining operation timed out (set by service) 

In some embodiments, the update to the service 502 allows 
the service to identify the device 500 as a new potential 
assisting device in the network/fabric. It also enables the 
service to allow a new joining device to use the currently 
active assisting device while the assisting device is still 
awake. In some embodiments, after the device 500 has joined 
the fabric/network, the device 500 may request service con 
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figuration details (block 628). For example, the device 500 
requests an entry URL for the PoC 590 that causes the PoC 
590 to deliver service configuration details. 

Creating a New Fabric 

0.141. As previously discussed, FIG. 15 illustrates a flow 
chart diagram for forming a new fabric. The device 500 deter 
mines whetherit is in a state to create a fabric (block 630). For 
example, the device 500 determines whether it has provision 
ing information, whether the device 500 is not already a 
member of the primary fabric for its structure, whether the 
device 500 is online, whether the device is not currently busy 
(e.g., not in the middle of a heat cycle), and/or the device 500 
is running a version of software capable of creating the fabric. 
If the device 500 is not ready to create a fabric, the device 500 
may report the unavailability to the service 502 (block 632). 
If the device 500 is ready to create a fabric, the device 500 
may cause a factory reset of a Subordinate device, as previ 
ously discussed (block 634). The device 500 then forms a 
fabric by generating a fabric ID (e.g., 16 byte random num 
ber) and a fabrickey using encryption quality random number 
generation (block 636). The device 500 then stores the fabric 
ID and the fabric key in memory. 
0142. The device 500 then forms a PAN with a PAN ID and 
PAN password (block 638). In some embodiments, if the 
device generates a PAN, the device may generate a PAN ID 
that incorporates at least a portion of the fabric ID (e.g., last 4 
digits) and a random 16 byte PAN key. The device 500 then 
requests and receives service configuration details from the 
service 502 (block 640). The joining device also reports status 
of the fabric creation similar to the status update discussed 
above (block 642). Moreover, if the device 500 has a subor 
dinate device, the device 500 may re-pair with the subordinate 
device on the new fabric after the subordinate device has been 
factory reset (block 644). 

Assisting Device 

0.143 FIG. 16 illustrates a flow diagram view of a process 
for assisting a device in joining a network/fabric. During a 
normal operation communication, the assisting device may 
connect to the service 502 (block 650). For example, the 
assisting device may connect to the service to check for 
updates, send an activity log, a sensor log, and/or some other 
transaction. In some embodiments when the assisting device 
is sleepy, the device may awaken prior to the communication, 
and the device may typically return to sleep after completing 
communication with the service 502. Therefore, to facilitate 
communication between a joining device and the assisting 
device while the assisting device is awake, the assisting 
device may receive a request from the service 502 to wait for 
Some period (e.g., 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 minutes) before returning to 
sleep (block 652). In some embodiments, receiving the wait 
command may include receiving an indication that the device 
is Supposed to assist in a device joining a network/fabric upon 
which the device resided. Furthermore, the waiting command 
may be accompanied by a token generated by the service, an 
indication of a token to be used to authenticate the device, a 
name for the device, and/or another suitable mechanism for 
Verifying authenticity of a Subsequent request from a joining 
device. In other embodiments, the assisting device may have 
at least one pre-existing token known to the service 502 via 
the REST service that may be used to authenticate a joining 
device. 
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0144. After the wait command, the assisting device may 
receive a request from a potential joining device (e.g., device 
500) for the assisting device to assist a joining device in 
joining the network/fabric upon which the assisting device 
resides (block 654). Using a suitable authentication mecha 
nism (e.g., token), the assisting device may authenticate 
whether the joining device has authority to receive network/ 
fabric credentials (block 656). For example, the device may 
employ the authentication discussed previously in reference 
to FIG. 14. In some embodiments, if the device cannot be 
authenticated, the assisting device may close the connection 
with the joining device and/or send a report to the service of 
a failed attempt (block 658). In certain embodiments, the 
assisting device may then disallow authentication using the 
token and may request the generation of a new key by the 
service 502. In other embodiments, the assisting device may 
allow a limited number of failures per session (e.g., 3). 
0145 Once the joining device is authenticated, the assist 
ing device may transmit fabric credentials and/or network 
credentials for the network and/or fabric upon which the 
assisting device resides (block 658). In some embodiments, 
once the credentials are transmitted, the assisting device may 
place the network (e.g., 802.15.4) in a joinable state allowing 
the joining state to join the network using the recently 
received credentials to join the network (block 660). After the 
joining device has received the credentials and/or joined the 
network/fabric, the assisting device may return to a sleep 
state. In some embodiments, the assisting device may imple 
ment the wait command again to accommodate any other 
joining device that may attempt to connect during the assist 
ing device's wake period. 

Managing a Credential Exchange 

0146 FIG. 17 illustrates a flowchart view of a process for 
managing a credential exchange. A device (e.g., PoC 590) in 
the service 502 receives an indication that a device is not 
joined to a network type and/or fabric (block 670). For 
example, as previously discussed, the service 502 may 
receive a message that has headers that indicate a lack of 
network type and/or fabric. The service 502 may store this 
information (block 672) for subsequent use in determining 
whether a particular device is or is not joined to a network 
type and/or fabric. For example, where the service 502 
receives such information for a number of devices, the service 
502 may form a list of unconnected devices that need to be 
connected. 
0147 In some embodiments, in response to receiving the 
indication from the device, the service 502 may continue 
processing to facilitate provisioning that device with net 
work/fabric credentials. In other embodiments, after receiv 
ing the indication from the device, the service 502 may wait 
until a device Suitable to be an assisting device (or a potential 
assisting device) contacts the service before facilitating pro 
visioning of the device, in which case the service 502 may 
wake the device in response to being contacted by the assist 
ing device (or the potential assisting device). In either case, 
once the service 502 has determined that it is a suitable time 
to begin provisioning one or more devices with network/ 
fabric credentials, for a particular one of the devices process 
ing may continue with block 674. That is, the service 502 may 
then determine whether a structure (e.g., home) has a primary 
fabric (block 674). If there is no primary fabric, the service 
502 instructs the device 500 to create a fabric (block 675). 
When determining whether a device can serve as an assisting 
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device, it is desirable to determine whether the device is a 
member of the structure's primary fabric. The primary Weave 
fabric is the fabric to which all devices will belong once the 
in-field joining process is complete. FIG. 18 illustrates a 
process for determining which fabric is the primary fabric for 
the structure. The service determines whether the structure 
has only a single fabric (block 676). If the structure has only 
a single fabric, the fabric may be designated as the primary 
fabric for the network (block 678). If there is more than a 
single fabric, the service determines whether there is a fabric 
corresponding to any device of a Subset of first device type(s) 
within the structure (block 680). For example, the service 
may determine that the structure contains a fabric of a hazard 
detector. Furthermore, the service may determine that devices 
having fabrics already enabled may be considered as being 
part of the first device type(s). If a fabric corresponds to one 
of these devices, the service may select the fabric correspond 
ing to these devices as the fabric to which all devices will join 
(block 682). If there is more than one fabric corresponding to 
the device types, the service may randomly choose one of the 
fabrics as the primary fabric. 
0.148. If no fabrics contain any devices of the first device 
type, the service 502 determines whether the structure con 
tains any fabrics corresponding to other device types, such as 
thermostats (block 684). For example, these devices may be a 
second tier priority to maintain fabric establishment. If more 
than one fabric exists that correspond to the second tier pri 
ority devices, the service may select the fabric having the 
most number of these devices connected (block 686). If no 
fabric has more devices than another fabric, the service 502 
may randomly select one of these fabrics. 
0149. If no fabrics contain any devices at all, the service 
502 determines that a new fabric should be created (block 
688). As previously discussed, the service 502 sends a create 
fabric message to the joining device 500 to cause the joining 
device 500 to create the fabric. 

0150. Returning to FIG. 17, once a primary fabric has been 
selected, the service 502 determines whether a potential 
assisting device is available (block 690). For example, the 
service 502 may determine if there are any assisting devices 
that are currently communicating with the service 502. The 
service 502 may verify that any connected devices are quali 
fied to act as assisting devices. For example, the service 502 
may employ a process, such as the one illustrated in FIG. 18 
to Verify that one or more device types capable of assisting in 
the joining process are located on the fabric. As illustrated in 
FIG. 19, the service 502 may receive a connection from a 
potential assisting device (block 692). If the structure con 
taining the joining device 500 has a primary fabric (block 
694), the service 502 determines whether the assisting device 
candidate is a member of the primary fabric (block 696). If the 
assisting device candidate is a member of the primary fabric, 
the service 502 may deem that the device is a suitable assist 
ing device for the particular joining device (block 698). If the 
assisting device is not a member of a present primary fabric, 
the service 502 may deem that the device is not a suitable 
assisting device for the particular joining device (block 700). 
If the structure does not include a primary fabric, the service 
502 may determine whether the assisting device is a member 
of any fabric within the structure (block 702). If the device is 
a member of some fabric, the service may deem that the 
device is a Suitable assisting device for the particular joining 
device, and if the device is not a member of some fabric, the 
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service may deem that the device is not a Suitable assisting 
device for the particular joining device. 
0151 Returning to FIG. 17, if the assisting device candi 
date is not deemed a suitable candidate, the service 502 may 
determine whether any another assisting device candidates 
may be awoken by the service 502, such as remotely awak 
ening athermostatusing the control 592 (block 704). In some 
embodiments, the service 502 may also instruct a user to 
manually awaken a device by pressing a button on the device. 
If the service 502 may awaken an assisting device candidate, 
the service 502 may awaken and connect to the assisting 
device candidate (block 706). In some embodiments, the 
service 502 may determine whether the candidate is suitable 
for assisting in the joining process after awakening the device, 
as discussed previously in reference to FIG. 19. In other 
embodiments, the service 502 may determine whether the 
candidate is suitable for assisting in the joining process before 
awakening the device. 
0152. If the service determines that no assisting device 
candidates may be awoken, the service may wait for a con 
nection from an assisting device candidate (block 708). 
Sometime after waiting, the service 502 may receive a com 
munication from an assisting device candidate (block 710). 
After receiving the connection, the service may deploy the 
assisting device qualifications discussed in relation to FIG. 19 
previously. It is worth noting that these communications may 
vary based on a device type of the assisting device candidate. 
For example, for thermostats, the selection logic may be 
invoked during execution ofrequest for PoC590URL, but for 
hazard detection devices, selection may occur during a ser 
Vice directory request. 
0153. Once a device has been qualified as an assisting 
device, the service 502 selects the qualified device as the 
assisting device (block 712). In some embodiments, the ser 
vice 502 may then determine whether any devices qualify as 
joining devices (block 714). For example, the service 502 
may determine whether it has previously received an indica 
tion that one or more devices are not a member of a fabric/ 
network. The service 502 may also determine whether other 
qualifications are present. For example, the service 502 may 
determine whether the joining device is an expected device 
type (e.g., thermostat), whether the device is running a ver 
sion of Software that Supports in-field joining, whether the 
device is in the same structure as the assisting device, whether 
the device has already been provisioned with fabric creden 
tials, whether the device is not already be a member of the 
structure's primary fabric (although it can be a member of a 
different fabric), whether the device is online at the time 
device selection occurs, whether the device is not busy (e.g., 
in middle of a heat cycle), and/or other factors relevant to 
whether the device can currently join a network or fabric. 
0154 The service 502 then sends a device ID of the assist 
ing device to the joining device 500 (block 716). As discussed 
previously, the service 502 may receive a request for a token 
from the joining device 500 for the assisting device (block 
718) to which the service may respond with a token using a 
REST service (block 720). In some embodiments, the service 
502 may also instruct the assisting device to wait for a request 
for assistance, as previously discussed. Furthermore, the Ser 
Vice 502 may track a status of the joining process throughout 
the joining process (block 722). For example the service 502 
tracks the status of the in-field joining process in a centralized 
data store and uses this information to coordinate in-field 
joining, both service-wide, and on a structure-by-structure 
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basis. For example, the service 502 may track a list of cur 
rently active in-field joining attempts, including the ids of 
their participants (the joining and assisting devices) and the 
structure to which they belong and the start time; the fabric/ 
network membership state for all devices; and/or the time and 
result of the last failed in-field joining attempt for each Dia 
mond. Furthermore, in some embodiments, at the structure 
level, the service 502 coordinates the in-field joining process 
to ensure that only a single joining attempt is in progress 
within a structure at any given point in time. This includes 
ensuring that new fabric creation occurs at most once in any 
structure. This behavior avoids race conditions that arise 
when multiple devices connect to PoC 590 at the same time. 
It also reduces the number of States that the joining process 
can be in, significantly simplifying the testing process. 

Assisting Device Hierarchy 

0.155. As previously discussed, the service 502 may 
awaken assisting devices as part of the joining process. In 
such embodiments, the service 502 may prioritize which 
devices to use as assisting devices. FIG. 20 illustrates a flow 
chart diagram that may be used to select an assisting device 
from multiple candidates. The service 502 may determine 
that more than one assisting device candidates are present in 
the fabric (block 730). The service 502 then determines 
whether the multiple assisting device candidates include one 
or more devices of a first device type (block 732). For 
example, the service 502 may determine whether the candi 
dates include a hazard detector. The service 502 may then 
determine whether any of the devices of the first type are line 
powered (block 734). If any of the devices are line powered, 
the service may select one of the line powered devices of the 
first device type as the assisting device (block 736). If no 
devices of the first type are line powered or there are no 
devices of the first type, the service 502 determines whether 
any devices of the second type are present (block 738). If any 
of the devices are of the second type, the service 502 may 
select one of the devices of the second type as the assisting 
device (block 740). If no devices of the second type are 
present, the service may determine whether there are any 
battery powered devices of the first type (block 742). If any 
battery powered devices of the first type are present, the 
service 502 may select one of the battery powered devices of 
the first type as an assisting device (block 744). If no battery 
powered devices of the second type are present, the service 
502 may instruct the joining device 500 to create a new fabric 
in accordance with the foregoing discussion. 

Changing the Pairing Process 

0156. In some embodiments, devices may establish their 
relationships with a user account using a pre-existing pairing 
process that pre-dates the fabric/network joining discussed 
herein. For example, the pre-existing pairing process may 
include the pairing process discussed in U.S. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 13/275,311, entitled “Methods, Systems, and 
Related Architectures for Managing Network Connected 
Thermostats.” filed on Oct. 17, 2011, and published as U.S. 
Publication No. 2012/0239221, which incorporated herein in 
its entirety. Specifically, the pre-existing pairing process may 
include an auto-pairing mode that uses a common source 
address detection technique to automatically discover 
unpaired devices and prompt the user to pair them to their 
account. The auto-pairing feature involves a single-click con 
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firmation step on the device which is designed to ensure the 
device is paired with the correct account. 
0157. After provisioning and joining, these devices may 
connect to additional devices. Thus, the pairing process may 
be changed to increase security of the network, fabric, and/or 
account. Accordingly, in Some embodiments, auto-pairing in 
the service 502 may be changed such that auto-pairing only 
occurs when a device being added is the first device on the 
account. Note, that under the new auto-pairing, the device 
may be auto-paired only if it is the first device of any type on 
the account, not just the first of a single device type. Once the 
first device has been added to an account, all Subsequent 
device pairings may be blocked from auto-pairing and forced 
to manually pair. 
0158. The specific embodiments described above have 
been shown by way of example, and it should be understood 
that these embodiments may be susceptible to various modi 
fications and alternative forms. It should be further under 
stood that the claims are not intended to be limited to the 
particular forms disclosed, but rather to cover all modifica 
tions, equivalents, and alternatives falling within the spirit 
and scope of this disclosure. 

1. An electronic device comprising: 
a processor; and 
a memory, wherein the memory comprises instructions 

configured to cause the processor to: 
send an indication to a remote server that the electronic 

device is not connected to a network of a network 
type: 

receive, from the remote server, a device ID foranassist 
ing device residing on the network of the network type 
to assist the electronic device injoining the network of 
the network type; 

establish an authenticated communication session with 
the assisting device; 

receive, from the assisting device and over the authenti 
cated communication session, network credentials for 
the network of the network type; and 

join the network using the network credentials. 
2. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the instruc 

tions are configured to cause the electronic device to receive 
an awake instruction, wherein the electronic device com 
prises a sleepy device that periodically enters a lower power 
mode. 

3. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the indication 
is included in a message from the electronic device to the 
service sent as part of a normal operation of the device. 

4. The electronic device of claim 3, wherein the instruc 
tions are configured to cause the processor to receive an 
update to communication protocols for communication with 
the service. 

5. The electronic device of claim 4, wherein the message 
comprises headers included in the communication protocols 
configured to inform the service about whether the device is 
connected to the network type. 

6. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein in the instruc 
tions are configured to cause the processor to receive a token 
from the service for the assisting device, and authenticating to 
the assisting device comprises sending the received token. 

7. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the instruc 
tions are configured to cause the processor to multicast a 
credential request to multiple devices in the network to solicit 
a response from the assisting device 
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8. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the instruc 
tions are configured to cause the processor to assist another 
device in joining the network after the electronic device has 
joined the network. 

9. Non-transitory, computer-readable medium, when 
executed, configured to cause a processor to: 

receive a command from a service to assista.joining device 
in joining a network; 

authenticate the joining device; and 
send network credentials to the joining device. 
10. The non-transitory, computer-readable medium of 

claim 9, wherein the instructions are configured to cause the 
processor to receive a token from the service, wherein authen 
ticating the joining device with the token. 

11. The non-transitory, computer-readable medium of 
claim 9, wherein the instructions are configured to cause the 
processor to: 
awaken from a sleep state; and 
return to the sleep state, wherein the command comprises a 

wait command that causes a delay between awakening 
and returning to the sleep state, wherein the delay is 
configured to provide a window in which to send the 
network credentials to the joining device. 

12. The non-transitory, computer-readable medium of 
claim 11, wherein the instructions are configured to cause the 
processor to restarta wait timer to after the joining device has 
connected to the network, wherein the restart is configured to 
enable assistance of other devices in joining the network. 

13. The non-transitory, computer-readable medium of 
claim 9, wherein the instructions are configured to cause the 
processor to place the network in a joinable state after sending 
the network credentials to the joining device. 

14. The non-transitory, computer-readable medium of 
claim 9, wherein the instructions are configured to cause the 
processor to: 

obtain fabric credentials from the assisting device; and 
join the fabric using the fabric credentials. 
15. A method for causing a device to join a network com 

prising: 
receiving an indication that a device is not connected to a 

network type; 
identify an assisting device connected to a network of the 

network type; 
receive communication from the assisting device; 
instruct the assisting device to assist the joining device to 

join the network; and 
provide ID for the assisting device to the joining device. 
16. The method of claim 15, comprising waking the joining 

device after receiving the communication from the assisting 
device, wherein the communication indicates that the assist 
ing device is awake and available to assist the joining device 
in joining the network. 

17. The method of claim 15, comprising sending a token to 
the joining device for authenticating communication with the 
assisting device. 

18. The method of claim 17, comprising sending an assis 
tance token to the assisting device to be used to authenticate 
the joining device, wherein the assistance token matches the 
token. 

19. The method of claim 15, comprising receiving an 
update from the joining device indicating Success or failure of 
the joining device to join the network. 



US 2016/01 28104 A1 May 5, 2016 
22 

20. The method of claim 19, comprising instructing 
another joining device to join the network after receiving an 
indication of Success from the joining device. 

21. A method for joining a subordinate device to a network 
comprising: 

receiving, from a service, a device ID for an assisting 
device to assist the electronic device in joining a network 
of a network type, wherein the assisting device resides 
on the network; 

indicating authentication to the assisting device; 
receiving network credentials for the network from the 

assisting device; 
instructing a Subordinate device to conduct a factory reset; 
joining the network using the network credentials; and 
pairing to the Subordinate device on the network. 
22. The method of claim 21, comprising: 
receiving a status report indicating that the factory reset 

will occur; and 
deleting old network information used to communicate 

between the subordinate device and a control device. 
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