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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHRISTOPHER S. MIrLLs,

of the city of Sterling, county of Whitesides

"and State of Illinois, have invented certain
Improvements in Photograph - Holders, of
which the following is a specification:

My invention relates to providing a method
of holding photographs and other pictures so
that such photographs or pictures may be con-
venient of aceess and fully protected from be-
coming soiled.

Figure 1 is a front view of a machine em-
bodying my invention. :

A A A are three perpendicular cylin-
drical tubes, in which the photographs are
placed. These tubes may be made of glass,
metal, leather, paper, or other proper ma-
terial. When made of any material other
than glass, these cylinders are furnished
with holes through which the photographs
are seen. Hach of the tubes A A A is pro-
vided with three longitudinal ribs on its
inner surface, equidistant from each other,
and extending the full length of the tube.

- These ribs have a groove on each side their
full length,and when the tube is made of glass
these ribs are molded with the tubes. Into
these grooves the edges of the pictures are in-
serfed. Hach tube is also furnished at each
end with a cap, B, which caps are held in place
and connected by a rubber cord, D, extending
through the center of the tube and attached
to the center of the inner surface of each cap.
The eap C upon the lower end of each tube
has an outside corrngated surface extending

around its entire circumference, such corruga-

tions upon each cap fitting into the like corru-
gations upon the contiguous cap or caps, s0
that the rotary motion imparted to one of the
caps is, by means of such corrugated surfaces,
communicated to all of the others. The con-
traction of the rubber cord holds the caps suf-
ficiently tight upon the tubes, so that the ro-
tation of the caps carries the tubes with them.
The tubes A A A are pivoted at each end into
the plates @ ¢ by means of a wire extending
outward from the center of each cap, these
wires being, in fact, the axis of the tube. a a
are horizontal parallel plates placed above and

below the tubes, and in which the axes of the
latter are inserted. A Screwis cut on the lower
end of the axis of the center tube, and upon
this is screwed the button b, by the twisting
of which button a rotary motion is imparted
to the center tube, and, by meaus of the cor-
rugations aforesaid, communicated to each of
the other tubes. The upper plate « is placed
sufficiently above the top cap of the tubes A
A A, that the latter may be lifted sufficiently
high to allow their lower ends to be detached
and the tubes thus taken from the frame.

By means of a slide upon the upper surface
of the upper plate @ any lifting of the tubes
during the operation of the machine is pre-
vented, the slide, during the operation of the
machine, being pushed over the outer ends of
the axes of the tubes.

When it is desired to place pictures in or
take them from a tube, the slide is slipped
from over the end of the tube, and the latter -
is lifted sufficiently high to become detached
at the bottom. The bottom of the tube is
drawn over the edge of the lower plate a and
then downward out of the frame.

The elasticity of the rubber cord connectin g
the caps is such that the latter may be turned
outward parallel with the outside of the tube,
when the pictures may be inserted in or re. -
moved from the tube at pleasure, the caps re-
adjusted, and the tube replaced.

When the tubes are made of glass no open-
ings oceur in front of the pictures, but the
sides of the tube protect the face of the pic-
ture from dust, &e.; and when the tubes are
of other material a glass setting should be
placed in fronst of each picture.

The machine may be made in a series of
three or more tubes.

The corrugated caps may be at either end
of the tubes. -

The tubes need not be eylindrical, necessa-
rily, but may be octagonal or of any namber
of sides.

Friction-rims may be substituted for the cor-
rugated surface, but not with the same exact-
ness in operation.

The button b may be attached to any one of
the tubes.
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Theholder is intended to be ornamental, and
may be made either to hang to the wall or stand
on a table.

The pictures may be placed in or removed
from the tubes without bringing the hand in
contact with the face of the pictures.

The tubes may be made of any diameter or
length, and contain any required number of
pictures. :

The object in revolving the tubes is to bring
all the pictures contained therein in front of
the observer, and, the revolutions of all the
tubes being alike, when the pictures upon one
side of any tube are brought to the front a cor-
responding number of pictures in each of the
other tubes are brought into a like position.

My invention can also be advantageously
used as a receptacle for business-cards, &e.

I do not claim, broadly, a cylinder or com-
Ilb)ination of ¢ylinders for holding photographs;

ut

‘What I do claim is—

1. The cylindrical tubes A A A, provided
with internal longitudinal grooved ribs, caps
B, gears C, and cords D, combined and ar-
ranged substantially as described and shown,
and for the purpose set forth.

2. The cylindrical tubes A A A, grooved -
ribs, caps B, gears C, cords D, supporting-
plates a a,and operating-serew b, all combined
and arranged, substantially as and for the pur-
pose set forth.

- CHRISTOPHER S. MILLS.

Witnesses :

R. L. WILSON,
H. C. WARD.




